
IMPORTANT! The deadline for submissions for the Fall edition of the newsletter is August 10. Please send all 
submissions to our communications team at SisterhoodCommunications@gmail.com with “Newsletter” in the 
subject line. Formats can be text, .pub, .doc, .docx, or jpg. Please, NO PDF’s. We reserve the right to edit 
articles as needed for content and length. 

Audacious Hospitality. 

We’ve heard that phrase around Temple Isaiah quite a 

bit. It’s something we are striving for as a Temple 

community and as a Sisterhood of women – to create an 

atmosphere of acceptance and excitement for each 

individual who enters our doors. According to Rabbi Rick 

Jacobs, the President of the Union for Reform Judaism, 

"Audacious Hospitality isn't just a temporary act of 

kindness so that people don't feel left out; it's an ongoing 

invitation to be part of a community where we can 

become all that God wants us to be - and a way to 

transform ourselves in the process." 

Audacious Hospitality asks those of us who are already a 

part of the community to embrace new concepts, ask 

tough questions, and go beyond our comfort zone, all in 

order to make those adjustments that would help those 

not yet a part of the community feel sincerely welcomed 

and embraced. One way by which people feel 

acknowledged, accepted, and embraced is when they can 

see themselves in the make-up of the community’s 

leadership. If we intensify and deepen our diversity 

efforts at the leadership level, we will make a statement 

about the authenticity of our community’s Audacious 

Hospitality.  

To this end, the Sisterhood Board is exploring a change to 

our By-Laws that would allow non-Jewish women to 

become elected officers of Sisterhood.  

Even now, some of the women organizing and 

participating in our Sisterhood events are not Jewish. 

Many are in an interfaith marriage and are committed to 

raising Jewish children. Some are single and are drawn 

to our community. Rabbi Jacobs encourages us to 

embrace these members as a blessing: "…We have a 

sacred obligation to open our doors, to add to our ranks, 

and to make sure that progressive Judaism has a 

growing, not a shrinking, voice in proclaiming what 

Torah must mean for our time 

and for our world. It is a 

veritable gift of God to have 

the opportunity of a 

millennium: more non-Jews 

who want 'in' than Jews who 

want 'out.' That has never 

happened before. We dare not 

squander this gift out of fear of 

what new voices may say and 

where new opinions may lead.” 

According to our By-Laws, part 

of Sisterhood’s mission is to 

“further our commitment to 

Jewish ideals, education, spirituality, social action, and 

leadership development.” Anyone who becomes part of 

our Board, Jewish or not, would commit to strive towards 

that mission.  

Brotherhood has embraced non-Jewish Board members, 

even electing a non-Jewish president at one point. Is it 

time for Sisterhood to embrace non-Jewish elected 

officers on its Board?  Is that part of Sisterhood’s 

commitment to Audacious Hospitality today?  

At this point, the Sisterhood Board is only exploring this 

possibility, and there is a diversity of opinions at the 

Board level. Additionally, a change to our By-Laws 

requires a vote of the Sisterhood membership at large. 

We want to hear from you – what are your thoughts? 

Should the Sisterhood Board continue to move forward in 

this exploration? What are the pros and cons as you see 

them? We audaciously welcome your diverse opinions! 

Please e-mail us at sisterhood@templeisaiah.net. 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

Karen Schorfheide-Ray 
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Sisterhood Board  

2015-2017 
Co-Presidents 

  Judi Brosnan 

  Karen Schorfheide-Ray 

VP Membership 

   Harryot Goldstein 

VP Development 

   Judy Stein 

 

Co-VPs Social Action 

   Sandy Bornstein 

   Jan Seide 

 

VP Community Life 

   Karen Maslow 

VP Education & Jewish Life 

   Gail Maurer 

VP House & Communication 

  Gini Shevrin 

Treasurer 

  Lois Woodbury 

Corresponding Secretary 

   Serena Crystal 

Recording Secretary 

  Laura Lees 

Trustees 

  Renee Gelin 

  Bronte Abraham 

  Ruth Wasser 

  Jean Birnberg 

  Judy Fine-Edelstein 

  Dolly Sadow  

Past President 

  Sally Huebscher 

Advisor 

  Irene Rosenzweig 

 

Mazel Tov! 
Sally Huebscher on the birth of her granddaughter, Evelyn 

Leah Meyer; 

Toby Ward on the birth of her grandson, Brayden 

Christopher Ward. 

May their memory be an abiding blessing… 
Isabel Barnert, mother of Lauren Weiss and long-time 

Sisterhood member; 

Cathy England, long-time Sisterhood member;  

Jacob Baker, husband of Marilyn "Max" Baker; 

Phoebe Liebow, mother of Wendy Liebow; 

Frances K. Rosen, mother of Shelley Chamberlain; 

Isabell Richter, long-time Sisterhood member. 

To Our Sisters, with Love 

Purim Project Information and 

Volunteer Sign-up 
 

Sisterhood is sending Mishloach Manot (Purim Baskets) to every Temple 

Isaiah member, Sisterhood member, and Temple teachers, staff and 

custodians.   

We  are seeking volunteers for the week of March 14! This is a 

great time to meet other Sisters and take on a SMALL  task to 

accomplish a HUGE goal. Please donate as much or as little time as you 

can to help with our Sisterhood project!  We are working pretty much 

non-stop starting on Tuesday, March 15, thru Friday March 18, and then 

delivering the bags on Sunday March 20.  We need people to help 

assemble the bag goodies and also we need people to deliver the bags.  

You need not be a Sisterhood member to volunteer. 

Please contact Barbara Snyder at bgs25@me.com with questions and sign 

up to help by filling out this doodle: http://tinyurl.com/SisPurim2016. 

 

Please send your Mazel Tov 

and Condolence information 

to 

SisterhoodCommunications 

@gmail.com 

mailto:bgs25@me.com?subject=Purim%20question
http://tinyurl.com/SisPurim2016
mailto:SisterhoodCommunications@gmail.com?subject=Mazels%20and%20Condolences%20issues
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It’s never too late to join Sisterhood!  You’ll find a link to the online registration on the Temple Isaiah web site,  
www.templeisaiah.net. On that page, click on “Community” and then “Sisterhood.” On the Sisterhood page, you’ll see a 
link that allows you join our email list (this does not register you as a member, but you will receive our emails), and a link 
just below that to register for membership, if you haven’t already. Count Yourself In! 

Sisterhood to Honor Gail Maurer and Carol Sacerdote 

At Legacy Fund Brunch Sunday, June 26, 2016 

On Sunday, June 26, Sisterhood will host a brunch in honor of 
two amazing women from our Sisterhood, Carol Sacerdote and 
Gail Maurer.  Proceeds of this event will be donated to the 
Sisterhood Legacy Fund, which is an endowment fund in the 
family of funds of Temple Isaiah. 

An invitation to the event will be send via email in early May.  
Please put June 26 on your calendar, and be ready to be 
impressed!  Please contact sisterhood@templeisaiah.net if you 
wish to be involved in the skits, songs, and general hilarity of the 
day. 

One thing that both Gail and Carol share is their love of the 
connections and friends they have made in the Sisterhood. 

Gail 

Growing up in Silver Spring, Maryland, 
Gail came from a non-observant family, 
but always felt a strong connection to 
Judaism and considers herself a lifelong 
Zionist.  Her first involvement in 
organized Judaism came when she joined 
B’nai Brith Youth Organization as a 16-
year-old, and continued to be involved in 
the Jewish community from that point 
onward. 

In 1992, Gail, her husband John, and her four now grown 
children, Eric, Andrew, Jessica, and Yitzhak, became involved in 
Temple Isaiah in much the same way as many of our families do 
– through “Abbe’s Class.”  Early on in her involvement at Temple 
Isaiah, Gail helped organize holiday parties for our tots and her 
family became active members of a Temple Isaiah chavurah.  As 
her kids entered Sunday and Hebrew school, Gail often served as 
room parent and began volunteering at Sisterhood’s Judaica 
Shop (Gail continues to volunteer at the Judaica Shop to this 
day).  As the kids became teenagers, John and Gail often hosted 
and/or chaperoned various Temple Isaiah and NFTY teen 
programs. When Eric graduated High School, Gail started 
helping the Alumni Committee (jointly sponsored by Sisterhood 
and Temple Isaiah), which sends care packages to young adults 
who have graduated high school, eventually becoming Chair of 
the Alumni Committee, a position she held until this year. 

In 2012, John and Gail were proud to be part of  Temple Isaiah’s 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah class, becoming b’nai mitzvah together, a 
main event on their Jewish journey. 

Being the unofficial Temple and Sisterhood photographer, Gail is 
often seen around Temple Isaiah with her camera around her 
neck.   Among many photo projects, she created yearbooks and 
photo displays for Hebrew school and, to this day, Gail provides 
group photos commemorating Hebrew school consecration, 
confirmation, and graduation.  Her photos celebrating 
Sisterhood events can be seen on the electronic frames in the 
Temple Lobby and on our Sisterhood Facebook page. 

For the last three years, Gail has served as Sisterhood’s Vice 
President of Education and Religious Life, bringing her 
enthusiasm and joy to Tu b’Shevat Seders, Women’s Passover 
Seders, our Sisterhood Shabbat services, and Women’s Weekend 
Away services.  She is especially proud of having brought Lilith 
Salons to our community and would be happy to tell you all 
about them.  Gail states that helping to make Sisterhood 
welcoming and inclusive is the legacy she hopes to leave behind. 

Gail is a social worker/therapist in private practice in Woburn, 
and continues to love tutoring and acting as an educational 
advocate. 

Gail and John’s family has grown to include Eric’s wife, Becca, 
and Jessica’s three-year-old son, Flynn. 

Carol 

The Legacy Fund Brunch falls on the 91st 
birthday of Carol's mother; Carol is excited 
to be following in her mother's footsteps 
as a Jewish leader in her community.  

Carol grew up in Rhode Island where she 
was one of the first girls to become a Bat 
Mitzvah at a time when girls were allowed 
to chant the Haftarah, but not to read from 
the Torah. As an adult, Carol was thrilled 
to be able to learn Torah trope at Temple Isaiah and continue her 
Jewish learning through the Torah discussions at the Saturday 
morning minyan, as well as  the Sisterhood clergy class on 
Thursday morning.  

Carol has a strong interest in Italian-Jewish culture through her 
husband, George.  The name “Sacerdote” is “Cohen” translated 
into Italian.  Recently, Carol researched recipes and created the 
menu for a Sisterhood Jewish-Italian ‘cookbook’ dinner. 

Carol has  two grown sons and two active grandsons, aged five 
and two.  Carol has graduate degrees in philosophy and business 
administration and has worked as  a technical writer. 

She is a talented musician in piano and voice, and an avid reader, 
cook, hiker and skier.  For many years, Carol was the Sisterhood 
Circle coordinator, just recently handing that responsibility off.  
She remains the organizer of the Monday Evening Book Group 
and the Walking Group. She is a singer in the Sisterhood 
Jeweltones a cappella group, and has been in the Temple choir 
for 20 years.   

Carol is the co-chair of the Temple Isaiah Bereavement 
Committee and is a shiva minyan leader; she finds this work a 
rewarding  part of her commitment to tikun olam.  She is a 
member of the Temple Board and is also on the Navigating the 
Challenges of Aging Committee.     

Both Gail and Carol expressed that they are honored and 
humbled to be selected by the Sisterhood.   We hope that you will 
all join us in honoring these wonderful women.   

http://tinyurl.com/TIsisters2015
http://www.templeisaiah.net
mailto:sisterhood@templeisaiah.net?subject=Skits%20for%20brunch
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South African 

author Nadine 

Gordimer. This 

novel tells the 

story of an 

affluent white woman and an Arab 

man, who is an illegal immigrant, 

while exploring the mores of post-

Apartheid South Africa. “Pickup” is 

the winner of the Commonwealth 

Writers’ Prize for Africa. Linda 

Schaye will be the discussion 

leader. Please respond to Judy 

Palmer at 781-862-1862 or 

judypalmer@rcn.com.  

Our June potluck/book selection 

meeting is to be scheduled. 

Thanks to all our participants and 

especially to our wonderful 

discussion leaders and hostesses 

during the last year: Bonnie Cohen, 

Eileen Cohen, Esther Isenberg, 

Karen Freidberg, Natalie Goodman, 

Laura Lees, Susan Marx, Barbara 

Mende, Judy Palmer, Emily Rubin, 

Rose Rubin, Carol Sacerdote, Linda 

Schaye, Rebecca Shahmoon, Sue 

Tafler, Ceci Warsawski,  and 

Rosalie Weiss.   

Monday Evening Book Group 

This book group meets monthly, 

usually on a Monday (except where 

holidays conflict as noted). Feel free 

to come every month or only once in 

a while. This group is open to all 

Sisterhood members and welcomes 

your opinions and participation. We 

meet in the LEFTY Lounge on the 

second floor of Temple Isaiah. 

Kindly RSVP to each monthly 

“hostess.” 

The time for each meeting is 

7:30 pm for coffee, 8:00—9:30 pm 

for book discussion, unless 

otherwise noted. For further 

information or to be put on the 

email list please contact the 

coordinator, Carol Sacerdote, at 

carolsac@rcn.com or 781-861-7298. 

On Monday, February 29, at the 

Leap Year meeting, our book is 

After Dark, by Japanese author 

Haruki Murakami. It’s about a 

series of encounters that take place 

in the wee hours of the night in 

Tokyo. Murakami draws us into his 

world and takes us on a trip 

through the night where his 

characters’ relationships are seen 

differently from what they are in 

the light of day. Discussion leader is 

Carol Sacerdote. RSVP to Rosalie 

Weiss at rosalieweiss@me.com or 

781-275-8885. 

On Monday, March 28, we will 

talk about Mathematician’s Shiva, 

by Stuart Rojstaczer, winner of the 

2014 National Jewish Book Award 

for Outstanding Debut Fiction. It’s a 

comic and touching novel about a 

Russian émigré family and the 

influence of a mathematician 

mother on the life of her son.   Our 

discussion leader is Laura Lees.  

RSVP to Susan Marx  at 

susanmarx3@gmail.com or 781-861-

8628.  

On Monday, April 25, we will 

discuss our classic for the year, 

Catcher in the Rye, by J. D. Salinger. 

The main character, Holden 

Caulfield, is the iconic embodiment 

of adolescent angst and the book is 

considered to be one of the best 

written in English in the 20th 

century. Rose and Emily Rubin will 

lead the discussion. RSVP to Ceci 

Warsawski at 781-861-1186 or 

ceci.warsawski@gmail.com.  

On Monday, May 23, our book is 

Pickup, by Nobel Prize winning 

Social Action Committee 

Contribute Your Hands and Your Funds to Make Birthing Kits 

The Sisterhood Social Action 

Committee asks for your help in 

making birthing kits on Sunday 

afternoon, March 6,   

3-6 pm in the Temple 

Isaiah meeting room. 

The kits will be sent to 

poor women around the 

world to assure that 

they have a safe, clean 

delivery, sparing them 

and their babies the serious 

infections that often kill them.  

There are two ways to help: 1) 

donate to defray costs; and 2) help 

us put the kits together.   

Donate: 

Our target is 400 kits.  We need 

funds to defray the $1,500 cost of 

the project.  Each kit 

costs less than $3.00, 

plus postage for shipping.  

If you can help, please 

make out a check to 

Temple Isaiah Sisterhood 

with a notation of 

“Birthing Kits” in the 

memo line, and send it to 

Temple Isaiah Sisterhood,  Temple 

Isaiah, 55 Lincoln Street, Lexington, 

MA 02421. Donations can also be 

made online through our Paypal 

account at 

http://tinyurl.com/SisBirthKits.  

Help us put the kits together: 

We will provide the materials and 

the simple instructions.  You just 

need to offer your hands and your 

heart to help us accomplish this 

mitzvah.  

We can accommodate the first 40 to 

50 people who sign up, so PLEASE 

RSVP to Barbara Mende,  

barbara@moosehill.com.  For more 

information please email Jan Seide, 

drmom2865@aol.com. 

Co-VP’s Sisterhood Social Action,  

Sandy Bornstein 
Jan Seide 

 

mailto:judypalmer@rcn.com
mailto:carolsac@rcn.com
mailto:rosalieweiss@me.com
mailto:susanmarx3@gmail.com
mailto:ceci.warsawski@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/SisBirthKits
mailto:barbara@moosehill.com
mailto:drmom2865@aol.com
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The game of Mah Jongg seems to be experiencing a surge of interest in our 

community, so when it was time to create a new fundraiser for Sisterhood, 

the idea of holding a Mah Jongg tournament floated to the top of the list.   

On Sunday, May 22, from 1 pm to 5 pm, Sisterhood will host the first 

(annual?) Mah Jongg Madness tournament.  Sisterhood members Barbara 

Snyder and Laurie Wolk-Shea are planning a fun time for all, from 

experienced players who want to compete for cash prizes, to “newbies” who 

just want to play for fun.  Raffle tickets will be available to win Mah Jongg 

related goodies as well.  Light refreshments will be served.  

Pre-registration for this event will be available starting sometime in April. 

Keep your eye on the e-blasts. Entry fees will start at $25, with much 

appreciation to those who choose to pay more (it IS a fundraiser!!).  All 

proceeds will be added to the monies that Sisterhood gives away to charities 

in the spring. 

We will need to borrow some card tables, Mah Jongg sets and possibly small 

side tables, so be ready to offer those items when you register in April. 

Come on out and spend a spring afternoon with other Mah Jongg mavens!  

Spread the word to your friends from the larger community.  Make this a 

successful event for your Sisterhood! 

New Fundraiser: Mah Jongg Madness!!  
Sunday, May 22, 2016, 1—5 pm 

The Temple Isaiah Sisterhood  

Wellness Series Committee plans 

and carries out guest lectures at 

Temple Isaiah each winter on topics 

of health and wellness. The Wellness 

Series lectures are free to Sisterhood 

members.  Everyone is welcome: 

suggested donation is $10 for non-

Sisterhood members. 

Although RSVP’s are not 

required, they do help us plan 

refreshments. 

On Thursday, March 10, at 7 pm, 

join us for “Healthy Eating 

Through Edible Gardening.” 

Everyone is 

welcome to 

join us for our 

interactive 

conversation 

as Ben 

Barkan, 

owner and 

founder of 

HomeHarvest - Edible Landscapes 

LLC, shows us how to grow our own 

nutrient dense and organic produce 

on our own property.   

Inspired by working on more than 30 

organic farms in New England, 

California, Oregon, Hawaii, New 

Zealand, and Australia, Ben Barkan 

founded HomeHarvest in 2008. Ben 

holds a degree in Sustainable 

Agriculture, is permaculture-design 

certified, and started HomeHarvest 

with just a bicycle and shovel eight 

years ago. On the HomeHarvest 

website Ben comments, “We get 

excited when we help people grow 

their own food. There's immense 

satisfaction in tending to your 

plants, watching them thrive and 

mature, harvesting the bounty and 

sharing the harvest with friends and 

family. It’s one of the most positive 

things we can do for our 

environment and ourselves.”  

Whether you want to garden in a 

pot, or in your yard, or even if you 

are just interested in healthy eating, 

this presentation is for you.  

Wellness Lecture Series Presents  

Edible Gardening, Women at Play 
Come and enjoy some tasty, healthy 

smoothies and learn how to create 

spa treatments using items found in 

your own kitchen.  RSVP at 

http://goo.gl/forms/SYbNEnADS8 or 

contact Gail Maurer at 617-448-6264 

or jamgam1@aol.com. 

On Thursday, May 12 at 7 pm, 

Renee Gelin will facilitate a 

session on “Women at Play.” 

Is there any sound sweeter than 

children playing?  A Google search on 

“adults need to play” results in about 

360,000,000 results in 0.34 seconds. 

Plenty of new research proves that 

playing helps adults increase our 

social skills, keep our mind sharp, 

and reduce stress. One can even find 

coloring books for adults on the New 

York Times best-sellers list! 

Renee has been a Temple Isaiah 

member for 15 years. She has had a 

few different careers over her 

lifetime. She currently teaches 

middle school math in Reading, MA.  

Renee recently published her first 

book, Adventures in Widowland.  Of 

her many careers and adventures, 

being a mother has been by far the 

most important and fulfilling. 

Although she is wildly proud of her 

three adult 

children, she 

misses using 

them as an 

excuse 

to play all day.   

Plan now to 

join us on May 

12 for “Women 

at Play,” our 

second Wellness program of the year.  

Of course we will play, but we’ll also 

learn, snack and socialize. If you feel 

as though you’re too busy to join us, 

or too stressed out, then you 

absolutely must come! All the details 

will be in the Sisterhood e-blast 

closer to the event, but mark your 

calendar now. RSVP for Women at 

Play at 

http://goo.gl/forms/Wu0X2Eyxkz or 

contact Gail Maurer at 617-448-6264 

or jamgam1@aol.com. 

http://goo.gl/forms/SYbNEnADS8
mailto:jamgam1@aol.com
http://goo.gl/forms/Wu0X2Eyxkz
mailto:jamgam1@aol.com
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Women’s Weekend Away a Success! 

In January, 32 women came together 

at  our wonderful Women's Weekend 

Away, focused on “Making Our 

Journeys Sacred.”  The 

group included a broad 

spectrum of  those in 

different ages and stages of 

life, which made for some 

inspiring and lively 

conversations. 

These warm and loving 

weekends are the perfect antidote for 

winter, and this year proved no 

exception.  This year we returned to 

the Sheraton Harborside in lovely 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

The weekend would not have 

happened but for the hard work of 

many, as it truly takes a village to 

make it happen.  This year we owe a 

very special thanks to  Judy Fine-

Edelstein for her fabulous (and 

tireless) work coordinating all of the 

logistics and her attention to details, 

to insure our weekend went smoothly; 

to Rabbi Amy Hertz and song leader 

Beth Goldman for leading us in warm 

and meaningful services and 

workshops; and to Gail Maurer for 

leading an inspiring Lilith Salon on 

Saturday afternoon. 

Also, thanks to Abbe Smerling for 

shlepping her games, 

planning our ice-breaker 

with Pam (thank you, 

Pam Awrach) and 

coordinating the seating 

at mealtimes; to Masha 

Traber for making sure 

the bus ride was fun for 

all from beginning to 

end; to Gini Shevrin and Karen 

Maslow for publicity and outreach 

efforts as well as the followup survey; 

to Randy Levine for handling all of 

Holiday Marketplace Report  

& Appreciations 

In late November, Temple Isaiah 

Sisterhood hosted its very successful 

annual Holiday Marketplace.  With 

proceeds from vendor fees, 

a raffle, food sales and 

Judaica Shop sales, nearly 

$8,000 was added to 

Sisterhood funds. These 

proceeds will be 

distributed to charities 

chosen by the current membership of 

Sisterhood in the spring.  

Marjorie Bladd stepped up this year 

to coordinate the entire event, with 

leadership also coming from Marsha 

Byrnes (logistics), Sandi Rosenfeld 

(lunch counter), Ellen Campbell (bake 

table and lunch counter), and Judy 

Stein (raffle).   

It takes many hands to make this 

event a success, from Saturday 

evening setup through Sunday 

afternoon breakdown and cleanup.  

Sisterhood thanks the office and 

custodial staff for their help, as 

always.  We also thank our 

volunteers, including Bronte 

Abraham, Marian Abraham, Jaimie 

Adler, Eileen Asarkof, Amy Bokser, 

Jessica Brett, Judi Brosnan, Karen 

Budnick, Barbara Caust, Linda 

 Farkas-Wagner, Catie Flynn, Susan 

Foote, Sarah Foster, Marilyn 

The Sisterhood Newsletter is 

produced by a small team of 

volunteers. Many thanks go to the 

women who proofread this issue to 

find any errors: Jane Paulson, Shari 

Spector, Sue Tafler, Judi Brosnan, 

Karen Schorfheide-Ray, and Sally 

Huebscher.  Thank you also to all 

who contributed articles.  

Gini Shevrin, Editor 

Friedman, Mary Dana Gershanoff, 

Naoko Goldberg, Margie Green, 

Rebecca Grossman, Sally Huebscher, 

Sara Israel, Kathy Jacob, Ali 

Karasic, Bonnie Kelly, Selma 

Kent, Aileen Kent Yates, Candice 

Kiss, Bruce Leader, Cathy 

Leader, Gail Maurer, John 

Maurer, Barbara Mende, Karen 

Myers, Jane Paulson, Judy Ring, 

Steven Rosenfeld, Irene Rosenzweig, 

Karen Schorfheide-Ray, Gini Shevrin, 

Linda Stimson, Bonna Terban, Sarah 

Warren, and Marieke Zacher.  If you 

helped out and your name was 

omitted, please forgive us and let us 

know at sisterhood@templeisaiah.net, 

so we can update our records. 

the pre-registration details. 

Also helping out were Lois Woodbury, 

sending payments to the hotel, bus, 

etc as needed; and Judi Brosnan and 

Karen Schorfheide-Ray, supporting 

everyone through all of the planning 

leading up to and including the 

Weekend.  Lastly, thank you to all the 

women who attended, making this a 

very memorable weekend for us all! 

If you attended this Weekend Away, 

keep an eye out for an invitation to 

the “reunion” potluck at Abbe 

Smerling’s home, which will be held 

on Tuesday, May 3. 

Tu B’Shevat Seder  

Engages All Ages 

A huge shout out to everyone who 

made our Tu B'Shevat Seder on 

January 25 such a great time, from 

the three dozen people of all ages who 

came to celebrate, to all the people 

who helped with the shopping, 

cooking, and preparing.  

A huge "todah rabah" to Gail Maurer, 

who coordinated the entire event, 

Rabbi Jill Perlman for her help in 

preparing for our Seder and leading 

us throughout the evening, and to 

everyone who gave a hand to make 

the evening possible:  Shana 

Alexander, Karen Freidberg, Sally 

Huebscher, Rachel Ratchin, Karen 

Schorfheide-Ray, Jacquie Serebrani-

Kesner, Glenn Kesner, Judy Stein, 

Alan Strauss, Sue Tafler, Sarah 

Warren and Ben Warren. 
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once a month to 

discuss a movie 

we’ve seen. The 

group meets at 

Panera Bread in 

Lexington for lunch on the 

first Wednesday of the month. This 

group is looking for a contact person. 

Please contact Renee Gelin to find out 

more or to volunteer at 781-258-0916 

or jesmom@gmail.com. 

BEGINNERS AND ADVANCED 

BEGINNERS MAH JONGG  

Interested in learning to play Mah 

Jongg? Know the basics but would 

like to learn more and play regularly? 

We have options for this circle, 

depending on the interest level. We 

can do a new beginners’ class, 

meeting for three consecutive weeks 

to learn the basics and then continue 

to practice together for as long as 

desired. We can also do a review class 

and then organize a regular game of 

those interested. To participate, or if 

you have other Mah Jongg related 

ideas or questions, contact Randi 

Levine at 781-863-5906 or 

rkleinlevine@alumni.tufts.edu.. 

DROP-IN MAH JONGG 

FOR EXPERIENCED PLAYERS 

Thursdays at 12:30 pm at Temple 

Isaiah. Please let Nina know if you 

plan to drop in. This is a friendly, non

-betting game. All Sisterhood players 

are welcome. Contact Nina Rayfield-

Tate at 781-275-8780 or 

t8brood@gmail.com. 

DOG WALKING 

We are looking for a contact person 

for a dog walking circle— exercising 

and socializing for both your dog and 

you. We’d like to meet for one hour 

each week, starting across the street 

from the Temple. Participants will 

select exact times. Contact Renee 

Gelin at jesmom@gmail.com or 781-

258-0916. 

POTLUCK PARTIERS 

If the Gourmet Circle seemed too 

“fancy” for you, sign up for the 

Potluck Partiers Circle. Maya Katz 

and Sally Huebscher are chairing this 

(Continued on page 8) 

Sisterhood “Circles” are groups of 

women who connect with other 

Sisterhood members to participate in 

activities that they enjoy. If you have 

an idea for a circle that isn’t listed 

here, please contact Renee Gelin at 

jesmom@gmail.com or 781-258-0916. 

She will help you start a new group. 

KNIT, PURL, LEARN (NEW 

CIRCLE) 

Are you a knitter who is a natural 

teacher? Are you someone who has 

tried to knit before but just can't get 

the hang of it? Or have you never 

really thought about knitting before, 

but you're looking for a new hobby? If 

so, then we want you! 

This new circle will meet on 

alternating Wednesday mornings 

and Thursday evenings. For more 

information contact Renee 

Gelin, jesmom@gmail.com. 

SECOND FAMILY 

(NEW CIRCLE) 

Every year the holidays roll around 

with the usual hype and anticipation. 

However, for those of us far from 

family it is challenging to find ways to 

feel part of these times. Often, too, 

friends celebrate these special times 

with a long-established group which 

doesn't think to include new 

people. Let's create and enjoy our own 

holiday traditions: For example, we 

could have a bountiful Thanksgiving in 

one of our homes, a break fast after 

Yom Kippur, a Fourth of July pot-luck 

picnic and a walk to the fireworks, or 

matzoh ball soup and gefilte fish 

together on Pesach!  

Don't worry if you are busy for any 

given holiday. As few as three women 

could still celebrate together. 

To join or for more information contact 

Marilyn Jacobs 781-216-8625 or by 

email eej3@aol.com. 

GRANDMOTHERS & GRANDKIDS 

(NEW CIRCLE) 

When you are spending time with your 

grandkids, do you ever wish you could 

have a play date with other grandmas 

and their grandkids? Would you be 

interested in a circle whose 

participants get together once or twice 

a month to explore different 

playgrounds or indoor play spaces? 

For more information, contact Renee 

Gelin at jesmom@gmail.com. 

MONDAY EVENING BOOK 

GROUP  

Mondays monthly; coffee 7:30 pm, 

discussion 8-9:30 pm. 

Open to all Sisterhood members. 

Please see separate article for the 

schedule and RSVP info. Contact 

Carol Sacerdote, carolsac@rcn.com or 

781-861-7298.  

THURSDAY EVENING BOOK 

GROUP 

This book group meets every other 

month, on the second Thursday of the 

month. Join the waiting list for this 

group by contacting Abbe Smerling, 

aksmerling@aol.com or 781-888-

4565. Members take turns picking the 

book and facilitating the discussion. 

The discussions are at a member’s 

home or in the Temple. The facilitator 

is responsible for supplying the 

snacks.  For more information, 

contact Abbe at the email or phone 

number listed above. 

DAYTIME BOOK GROUP  

Mondays monthly; 10:00 am to 

noon. 

All are welcome. We choose our books 

and meeting times as we go along. To 

RSVP and ask questions, please 

contact coordinator: Carole 

Goldberg, 781-891-3626 (preferred 

contact) or c.goldberg7@verizon.net. 

GAMES  

Every other Friday at 12:30 pm. 

Please join Sisterhood members in the 

Temple library for about an hour and 

a half of games. We play Taboo, 

Scattergories, Trivial Pursuit, Apples 

to Apples, Encore, Celebrity, Set, 

Speed Scrabble, and Boggle, to name 

a few. New members are encouraged 

and we will teach newcomers. It is 

lots of laughs and is good to stretch 

the mind as well! Contact Abbe 

Smerling, 781-862-0455 or 

aksmerling@aol.com to join the email 

list. 

MOVIES  

We are a group of fun, friendly, and 

interesting women who get together 

 Sisterhood Circles  

mailto:jesmom@gmail.com?subject=Movies%20circle
mailto:jesmom@gmail.com
mailto:jesmom@gmail.com?subject=New%20Circle%20idea
mailto:jesmom@gmail.com?subject=Knit,Purl,Learn
mailto:eej3@aol.com?subject=Circle
mailto:carolsac@rcn.com
mailto:aksmerling@aol.com
mailto:aksmerling@aol.com?subject=Games
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circle with ideas for a Sunday Brunch, 

Italian Jewish Feast, a Kugel Cook-off, 

and more. We need your input and 

you. Joining this circle puts you on the 

email list for information and 

invitations. Contact Sally at 

sally.huebscher@me.com or  

781-863-8159. 

WALKING GROUP 
Usually on Tuesday morning and 

by arrangement 

We enjoy exercise and each other’s 

conversation, plus scenery and 

gardens on residential streets, 

conservation land and the bike path. 

This group meets at Peet’s in 

Lexington center and walks for about 

an hour, weather permitting, year 

round. Walk with us whenever you’re 

(Continued from page 7) 

Sisterhood Circles 

available, and please check the group 

email for occasional changes in 

schedule. Please contact Carol 

Sacerdote at 781-861-7298 or 

carolsac@rcn.com to be on the email 

list, or to be matched with walkers 

interested in other dates/times. 

YIDDISH ANYONE? 

Meets monthly at various  

members’ homes. 

Our Yiddish group meets once a 

month on various afternoons at 1 pm 

at members' houses. We share 

Yiddish stories and try to speak in 

Yiddish as much as possible. We do 

not meet during January/February/

March. Exact meeting times will be 

arranged according to particpants’ 

schedules. Anyone interested should 

contact Elly Edelstein, 781-275-3243 

or elly12@verizon.net. 

THE YUD 

Yud programming is geared towards 

the interests of a younger generation 

of Sisterhood and provides members a 

connection to their greater Temple 

Isaiah community and Judaism. Over 

the past year, we gathered for 

Havdalah in the Sukkah, a "Vodka and 

Latkes" Chanukah party, and a 

Jerusalem potluck dinner, with a few 

hikes and happy hours sprinkled in 

between.  

Join our listserv at http://bit.ly/

JoinYud or find us on Facebook 

at http://bit.ly/LikeYud. The Yud is 

co-coordinated by Dana Hagenbuch 

and Jessica Markowitz, who can also 

be reached at 

yudtempleisaiah@gmail.com.  

YUD Plans Spring, Summer Events 

Join our email list at http://bit.ly/JoinYud & join our 
Facebook group at http://bit.ly/LikeYud. 
  
The “Y Team” is the group of women who keep the Yud 
chugging along. Care to join us? We are currently 
seeking others to join our planning committee and 
ensure that the YUD remains part of the Isaiah 
community for years to come! Email The “Y Team” at 
yudtempleisaiah@gmail.com for more info. 

Yud programming is geared towards the interests of a younger generation of Sisterhood and provides members a connection to their 
greater Temple Isaiah community and to Judaism. If you think you have a lot in common with this group, see the article above for contact 
info. 

CALENDAR 

March 26: Ladies Night Out 

April 3: Yud Yoga 

April 12: Book Club 

May 15: 4th Annual Jerusalem Cookbook Potluck 

June: Summer Kick-Off Party! 

July: Fun Run 

From the Left: Brianna Nadelberg, Judy Perry, Shari 

Spector, Judi Brosnan, Beth Ross, Dana Hagenbuch, 

hanging out at the Women’s Weekend Away. 

Dana Hagenbuch and Judy Perry 

YUD members had so much fun at our annual Chanukah Party, catching up with friends and 
welcoming new Yuddies.  From the treats, to the drinks, to the Maccabee gift swap, it’s 
always one of the highlights of the year.  Another recent highlight for the Yud was the 
Sisterhood Weekend Away in Portsmouth, NH. Several Yuddies participated (and loved it!), 
and we hope to have an even larger representation next year!  Kudos to Yuddies Rebecca 
Grossman for hosting our annual Chanukah Party, and to Sue Offsey for planning our 
Wellness Workshop.  

Stay tuned for more info about new programs/events around learning and personal growth, 
social action, and just plain social opportunities.  Listed here are few upcoming events --
exact dates will be announced on our listserv as they're known and also posted to our 
Facebook group. 

mailto:sally.huebscher@me.com?subject=Gourmet
mailto:carolsac@rcn.com?subject=Walking%20Group
http://bit.ly/JoinYud
http://bit.ly/JoinYud
http://bit.ly/LikeYud
mailto:yudtempleisaiah@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/JoinYud
http://bit.ly/LikeYud
mailto:yudtempleisaiah@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/LikeYud
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Month/Date Hostess/ 

Location 

Facilitator(s) Topic 

Rosh Chodesh Adar II 

Monday, March 14 

Sandi 

Rosenfeld Candice Kiss Chametz and Spring Cleaning 

Rosh Chodesh Nissan 

Wednesday, April 13 

Carol Sue  

Hai 

Abbe 

Smerling 

Collections: Share a Piece 

From Your Past 

Rosh Chodesh Iyar 

Wednesday, May 11 

Abbe 

Smerling Pam Awrach Bubbe Meises 

Rosh Chodesh Sivan 

Wednesday, June 8 TBD 

Marsha 

Byrnes 

Embracing Interfaith Family 

Members 

Rosh Chodesh (Head of the Month) 

is the celebration of the new moon. 

This observance, dating from 

Biblical times, is recognized as a 

women’s holiday: a day associated 

with women’s renewal and 

celebration.  

Each month Sisterhood women 

gather at each others’ homes on a 

Monday or a Wednesday evening 

and take turns hosting and 

facilitating these meetings. We 

explore a breadth of subjects on 

themes related to Judaism or 

womanhood, sharing and exploring 

ideas, looking inward, and enjoying 

the warmth of a thoughtful evening 

with other Sisterhood women. 

Rosh Chodesh Adar II will meet 

on Monday, March 14, at 7:30 pm, 

at the home of Sandi Rosenfeld, 

3404 Main Campus 

Drive, Lexington. Candice Kiss will 

lead a discussion on chametz and 

spring cleaning. What are the 

different types of chametz in our 

lives? In what ways do various 

forms of chametz enslave us? How 

can we rid our homes and ourselves 

of chametz? Together we'll explore 

what the Jewish texts have to say 

about chametz, and share effective 

strategies for cleaning up our 

homes and our lives!  RSVP to 

Sandi Rosenfeld at 781-862-7480 or 

rxsandi@hotmail.com. 

Rosh Chodesh Nissan will meet 

on Wednesday, April 13, at 7:30 

Rosh Chodesh (Head of the Month) 

pm, at a at the home of Carol Sue 

Hai, Avalon at Lexington 

Hills, 3114 Main Campus 

Drive  Bldg. 3000  Apt. 3114.  Do 

you have a collectable or a 

collection  from a family member, or 

a collection you inherited,  or  a 

collection you started?  Whether it 

is old, or newish, valuable or not, it 

is time to "show it off" at a Rosh 

Chodesh.  It can have a Jewish 

background or not.  Even if you 

have never been to a Rosh 

Chodesh,  please join in.  So, dust 

off your collectable, or tell us its 

story, or just come and listen to 

others share, you are most welcome. 

Refreshments served.   Please RSVP 

to Carol Sue at csh25@cornell.edu 

or call her at 781-861-1715.  

Rosh Chodesh Iyar will meet 

on Wednesday, May 11, at 7:30 

pm at the home of Abbe 

Smerling.  Pam Awrach will lead a 

discussion on Bubbe Meises and 

Jewish superstitions. Come, share, 

and learn about “bubbe 

meises” (Yiddish for “grandmother's 

tale”) and other popular Jewish 

superstitions.   For centuries Jews 

have performed the ritual of 

spitting three times upon hearing 

about either a tragedy or something 

wonderful, to ward off the "evil eye." 

Many of us still say "pooh, pooh, 

pooh" to prevent a tragedy from 

happening or recurring. Where did 

these superstitions originate and 

why do you think they exist 

today?  Are you superstitious about 

anything? Do you have a bubbe 

SAVE THE 

DATE 

Sisterhood 

Passover 

Seder 
Sunday, April 10, 

4 pm 

 

More info in  

e-blasts in March 

Contact Gail Maurer for 

more information 

(jamgam1@aol.com  or 

617-448-6264).  

meise to tell? How are these 

superstitions and stories connected 

to our Jewish traditions? Come to 

Rosh Chodesh and discuss this 

interesting and fun topic.  RSVP to 

Abbe at aksmerling@aol.com or call 

781-862-0455.  

Rosh Chodesh Sivan will meet 

on Wednesday, June 8, at 7:30 pm, 

at a location to be determined. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A 

CHANGE OF DATE and TOPIC.  

Marsha Byrnes will lead a 

discussion on Interfaith children, 

grandchildren, and in-laws.  This 

should be an interesting topic for 

many people as we explore ways of 

navigating these situations.  RSVP 

to Marsha Byrnes at 781-862-3223 

or mfbyrnes@alum.mit.edu.  

There will be a planning 

meeting in early June to determine 

topics and hosting for the next 

year.  Please plan to come with 

ideas or to volunteer.  Details to 

follow in the e-blast.  

mailto:rxsandi@hotmail.com?subject=Rosh%20Chodesh
mailto:csh25@cornell.edu?subject=Rosh%20Chodesh
mailto:jamgam1@aol.com?subject=Women's%20Seder%20inquiry
mailto:aksmerling@aol.com?subject=Rosh%20Chodesh
mailto:mfbyrnes@alum.mit.edu?subject=Rosh%20Chodesh
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Sisterhood Calendar 2016 
March 

2 7 pm Social Action Committee Meeting  

  @ TI Library 

3 7 pm Board Meeting 

3 9:30-11 am Clergy’s Class 

6 3-6 pm Social Action: Birthing kits 

10 9:30-11 am Clergy’s Class 

10 7 pm Wellness: Healthy Living Through Edible 

Gardening 

10 7:30 pm Knit, Purl, Learn @ Temple Isaiah 

14 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Adar II @ Sandi Rosenfeld’s 

15 

thru

17 

All day Purim Project Preparation 

17 9:30-11 am Clergy’s Class 

18  Purim Bag Build-out 

20  Purim Bag deliveries 

21 10 am Daytime Book Group 

24 9:30-11 am Clergy’s Class 

26  YUD Ladies Night Out 

28 7:30 pm Book Group: Mathematician’s Shiva by 
Stuart Rojstaczer @ Temple Isaiah 

31 7 pm Wellness Snow date 

April 

3  YUD Yoga 

4 7 pm Lilith Salon #3 @ TI Meeting Room 

6 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Sivan @ Temple Isaiah 

6 7 pm Social Action Committee Meeting  

  @ TI Library 

7 7 pm Board Meeting 

10  

2 pm 

4 pm 

Women’s Passover Chocolate Seder 

   Setup 

   Seder 

12  YUD Book Club 

13 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Nissan @ Carol Sue Hai’s 

25 7:30 pm Book Group: Catcher in the Rye by J.D. 
Salinger @ Temple Isaiah 

May 

1 10 am Social Action Event (TBD) 

3 Tbd Women’s Weekend Reunion Potluck @ Abbe 

Smerling’s 

4 7 pm  Social Action Committee Meeting  

  @ TI Library 

5 7 pm Board Meeting 

11 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Iyar @ Abbe Smerling’s 

12 7 pm Wellness Series, Women at Play 

May (continued) 

15  YUD Jerusalem Potluck 

22 1–5 pm Mah Jongg Madness Event 

23 7:30 pm Book Group: Pickup by Nadine Gordimer @ 
Temple Isaiah 

June 

1 7 pm Social Action Committee Meeting  

2 7 pm Board Meeting 

5 4 pm Lilith Salon #4 (session 1) in TI Meeting 

Room 

8 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Sivan @ location tbd 

15 7 pm Lilith Salon #4 (session 2) in TI Meeting 

Room 

26 tbd Legacy Fund Brunch 

November 

13 

thru

16 

 Rummage Sale 

Collection: Nov 13 

Sale: Nov 14—16 

The first night of Passover is Friday, April 22, .  Do you 

have everything you need for your table? A few green 

jumping frogs for the first plague?  That is a favorite at 

some Passover Seders. Perhaps you would like a new 

Seder Plate, a Matzoh plate, a Matzoh cover or prizes for 

the children that find the Afikomen.  Visit the Judaica 

Shop and see what we have. 

April is also when we celebrate the memorial days Yom 

HaShoah, Thursday, May 5, Yom HaZikaron, 

Wednesday, May 11, and Independence day, Yom 

HaAtzma’ut, Thursday, May 12. The Judaica shop has 

beautiful yahrzeit candle holders, wax yahrzeit candles, 

electric memorial lights and electric yarzheit candles. It 

also has beautiful plates upon which delicious goodies 

can be placed to celebrate the Independence of Israel. 

The Judaica Shop is open when the school is in session: 

on Wednesdays, during early session, and on 

Sunday from 8:45 am to 1:15 pm.  The shop will be 

closed during the school spring break, from April 15th to 

24th.  BE SURE YOU SHOP FOR PASSOVER BEFORE 

SPRING BREAK. We are always happy to accommodate 

shopping by appointment whenever possible. Please call 

Marjorie (781-862-6355), Wendy (781-862-9952) or 

Jacquie (781-439-4586), or email 

judaicashop@templeisaiah.net. 

Profits from the Shop are distributed with 

Sisterhood tzedakah to Temple Isaiah and to local, 

national, and international charities. 

Visit the Judaica Shop For  

All Your Holiday Needs 
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Find us on Social Networks! 
 

Sisterhood has a private Facebook group—go to 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/isaiahsisterhood 

and ask to join, we’ll hook you up right away. 

Follow us on Twitter—@TI_Sisterhood 

YUD’ies are invited to join the YUD Facebook group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/theyud/ 

The mission of Temple Isaiah Sisterhood is to bring 

together the women of Temple Isaiah to serve our 

Temple, support our community, and enrich our lives 

through personal growth and friendship. We strive to 

foster and further the highest ideals of Judaism. We 

accomplish this mission through social and educational 

programs, worship, fundraising, community service, and 

involvement with the Women of Reform Judaism. Our 

activities, enhanced by the richness of our diversity, 

further our commitment to Jewish ideals, education, 

spirituality, social action, and leadership development.  

Each year we solicit suggestions for beneficiaries of our 

hard-earned tzedakah monies. Our Rummage Sale, 

Holiday Marketplace, and other fundraisers, bring in 

tens of thousands of dollars which we mostly donate to 

Temple Isaiah and to the greater community that we 

impact.  

We'd like to give our members one last opportunity to 

suggest recipients before we start our research and 

decision process.  Charities must be 501(c)(3) 

organizations, and must in some way reflect the mission 

of Sisterhood. Rather than suggest your 

favorite personal charity, please consider charities that 

will have relevance to the mission of Sisterhood and 

that  will benefit from our small ($200 or less) donation.  

Suggestions must be RECEIVED by the Donations 

Committee by March 15. You may use this form, or use 

the online survey found at 

http://tinyurl.com/tzedakah2016. Mail paper forms to 

Sisterhood Donations Committee, Temple Isaiah, 55 

Lincoln Street, Lexington, MA 02421. 

Each year we start fresh, so that the spring donations 

reflect the wishes of the current Sisterhood membership. 

DO NOT ASSUME that a charity will remain on the list, 

unless you suggest it now!   

Thank you for giving your input.  Beginning in March 

the donations committee will review the suggestions and 

choose about 50 charities that represent the passions of 

our current Sisterhood members. 

If you would like to become a member of the Donations 

Committee, please contact Irene Rosenzweig. The work 

mostly consists of researching the suggested charities 

(using the internet), and then meeting as a group to 

discuss the fit of each charity into our overall tzedakah 

goals.  Contact Irene at irenenan@aol.com. 

 

 

Last Chance to Suggest Tzedakah Recipients 

Name 

Address 

Phone / Email Address 

Health & Human Services

  

Environmental 

Education 

Disaster Aid 

Which general areas do you think Sisterhood should support? 

Arts & Jewish Culture Shelter 

Hunger 

Special Needs 

International (outside Israel) 

Israel 

Other: 

Other (please specify below)
  

Please list the FULL NAME of specific organizations you 

would like sterhood to support.  It is helpful if you also list 

their website, if known. Organizatons MUST be 501(c)(3) 

charities in order for Sisterhood to offer support. Be aware 

that many charities have similar names, so please be very 

specific.  

Charity Name (Exact) 

Website or Physical Address 

How does this charity fit in the Sisterhood Mission? 

Charity Name (Exact) 

Website or Physical Address 

How does this charity fit in the Sisterhood Mission? 

Please use separate paper if you have more suggestions or 

information.   

Last Question—are you willing to participate on the 

donations committee?   We need women who are comfortable 

using the internet to research the charities.  Contact Irene 

Rosenzweig if you are interested, at irenenan@aol.com. 

Please fill in the form and mail it to Sisterhood Donations 

Committee, 55 Lincoln St, Lexington, MA 02421. 

Anonymous submissions will not be considered. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/isaiahsisterhood
https://www.facebook.com/groups/theyud/
http://tinyurl.com/tzedakah2016
mailto:irenenan@aol.com?subject=Donations%20committee%20volunteer
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MAH JONGG MADNESS: 

A Fundraiser 

(NEW DATE!!) 

Sunday, May 22 

1 pm—5 pm 
(page 5) 

Save the NEW Date 

Legacy Fund Brunch 

Honoring 

Gail Maurer & Carol Sacerdote 

June 26, 2016 

 
(page 3) 

 

2016 Wellness Series (page 5) 

 

March 10:  

Edible Gardening with 

Ben Barkan May 12:  

Women at Play with 

Renee Gelin 


