
May 2015 Chairman’s Column continued

Our largest attended monthly meeting of the year in October was a panel
discussion of the pros and cons of the 1 cent sales tax.

For our holiday meeting we were entertained by the N.E.H.S. Madrigals.
This year we have enjoyed presentations by Jeremy Hill from Center of

Economic Development and Business Research at WSU.
Susie Santo followed with an informative program about “Visit Wichita,” our

convention and visitors bureau, and Mike Smith with Accuweather laid out
advances in meteorology and the impacts for business. All of these meetings
proved one thing; it was a productive year.

Our government affairs committee chaired by Ray Fredrick has been very
active. The committee interviewed candidates for both November and April
elections. He and the committee worked very closely with our president, Tim, and

our lobbyist, Bright and Carpenter.
Our Women’s Leadership Alliance luncheons continue to be very popular. New member receptions, Business

Your Way mixers and educational seminars provide many varied opportunities for our membership.
For the past several years WIBA has been striving to provide services for other non- profit organizations. We

are nearing the second anniversary of our management contract with the non-profit chamber of service, an
agreement that has been beneficial to both organizations. We are currently in discussions to provide services for
other non- profits.

One of our past initiatives, that continues to be very important, is to promote the value of our member
businesses by purchasing all goods and services from member businesses, by encouraging members to purchase all
goods and services in our community.

Looking ahead for the rest of 2015, as the poet Anatole France once said “To accomplish great things, we must
not only act, but also dream; not only plan but also believe.”

I believe in the mission of WIBA, but we must continue what we do for our community to grow economic
development.

WIBA’s board and leadership are convinced of the need to assist local businesses in their growth as a more
effective strategy than current ones producing 1% growth per year. Perhaps the greatest change over the past
year is the strong belief by WIBA’s leaders that the organization needs to become much more involved in local
economic development, by providing direct service for the growth of existing small businesses and eliminating
the barriers to creating new businesses.

We also need to grow our membership and get our members more involved. The surprising fact is that you
will grow by investing your time and resources in WIBA.

I have found my involvement exhilarating, at times challenging, at times great fun and always rewarding.


