
Party Buses – Know Before They Go
Facts and resources you can use

According to Mothers Against Drunk Driving, under-
age drinking is among the worst dangers your child 
will face. Whether teens are experimenting with beer, 
wine, or other liquor, alcohol presents a serious, and 
potentially deadly, threat.  

Compared with non-drinking classmates, teens 
that drink are more likely to:

• Die in a car crash
• Get pregnant
• Flunk school
• Be sexually assaulted
• Become an alcoholic later in life
• Take their own life through suicide

The longer your child waits to start drinking, the safer 
he or she will stay. Read more from MADD at
www.madd.org/underage-drinking.

Risks if a teen is caught with alcohol:
• Getting a Minor in Possession or a Minor  

in Consumption
• Getting suspended from school for 45 days
• Getting kicked off your school’s athletic team
• Having it on your record - which can affect 

your chances of going to college and more

According to former LWHS School Resource 
Officer King:
If these violations occur en route to, at, or immediate-
ly after a school function (such as the Homecoming 
game or dance) the student is also subject to school 
discipline to include a 45-day suspension and a 
mandatory drug/alcohol assessment at the family’s 
expense.

Any legitimate “Party Bus” is not likely to risk their 
business license, commercial driver’s license and jail 
time by knowingly allowing this to occur on their bus. 
If it does occur, they have the right to cancel your 
contract. Three years ago a busload of students was 
ejected from their bus, in Seattle, about one hour into 
their four-hour rental, without a refund, because the 
liquor violation constituted a breach of the contractu-
al agreement. A few kids on the bus cost everybody 
else their rental money, and they all missed the 
dance as they were stranded in Seattle. The driver 
got to go home early with his full pay.

Some parents think the answer is to serve alcohol 
to the kids at home - think again!
Any parent found to have furnished liquor to a  
minor would be in violation of RCW 66.44.270(1), a 
gross-misdemeanor (up to one year jail and $5000 
fine). This may also apply to any “Real Property 
Owner” upon whose premises underage drinking is 
occurring. The property owner, whether home or not, 
can be held accountable for this gross-misdemeanor 
offense as the property was left unsupervised 
(e.g. by a neighbor, grandparent, older responsible 
sibling, or having the student stay with someone else 
in your absence)

Your best practice is to go with a reputable company 
and pay attention to who your students share the bus 
with. Know the kids, meet the parents and make sure 
everyone understands what is at stake. It is our hope 
that all LWHS students have a safe and fun Home-
coming weekend!

Laws in Washington State:
Visit www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/suspended.html 
for information about:

• Driving Under the Influence (DUI) 
• Minor in Possession of Alcohol 

Visit http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw for more information 
about:

• Drinking or open container in vehicles
• Minor in Public Place Exhibiting the Ef-

fects of Having Consumed Alcohol

Attempting to Procure Liquor is a misdemeanor 
offense, so the penalty is less (90 days in jail and 
$1,000 fine).


