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Senate Committee Passes Controversial Vaccination 

Bill - SB 277 Pan/Allen – Ignores Unconstitutional and 

Legal Implications of Measure 
 

The Senate Judiciary Committee passed SB 277 yesterday on a five to one vote with one member 

absent. 

 

In spite of direction from the Chair, Senator Jackson, to focus on the constitutional and legal 

implications of the bill, the committee spent most of the hearing discussing health issues. 

 

The opposition witness, Mary Holland, a New York University law professor and expert on 

human rights and constitutional law, testified the bill failed every legal standard necessary for 

government to exercise its police power to force medical procedures on its citizens. 

 

In spite of, or perhaps because of, Ms. Holland’s testimony, not a single senator who voted for 

the bill’s passage, asked her a single question.  Instead, they repeatedly asked Senator Pan 

health-related questions. 

 

“I was disappointed not only in the outcome of the vote, but that the focus of the committee was 

not on the legal problems with this bill.  This bill is a legal train wreck that if enacted will surely 

be litigated, throwing thousands of families, their children, and school districts into chaos,” 

explained Dr. Brian Stenzler, President of the California Chiropractic Association. 

 

“We’ll continue giving legislators the indisputable facts that California has some of the highest 

vaccination rates in the country with vaccination rates up 20% and personal belief exemptions 

down 20%, existing law is the least restrictive means to address the bill’s purported purpose, and 

SB 277 is undeniably a solution in search of a problem,” said Dr. Stenzler. 

 

“While we will use all appropriate advocacy tools to make our case, and we certainly share the 

frustrations of those in opposition to this measure, CCA strongly condemns inappropriate 

actions, personal attacks or threats of any kind.  There is no place for such ineffective, counter 

production and unacceptable activities in advocacy,” commented Dr. Stenzler. 
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