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For decades, scholars have struggled to define the role of tribal sovereignty and governance 

within the scope of higher education public administration programs. Formal relationships with 

all tribes reside with the federal government, but devolution of federal responsibilities has 

resulted in tribes dealing with state and local agencies. Lack of education on tribal sovereignty 

throughout county offices, state departments, and state legislatures has resulted in legal battles 

that have cost millions in taxpayer dollars and degraded relations between tribes and their local 

and state counterparts. 

 

This symposium aims to promote the benefits of including tribal sovereignty within the public 

administration discourse. Such a discourse would allow academic scholars and practitioners the 

opportunity to reevaluate the value of tribal sovereignty within the context of public 

administration, ultimately influencing how future public policy is created, taught, and 

administered. 

 

Potential papers may consider, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 

 Organizational theory: Structures of tribal governmental entities 

(traditional and contemporary) in relation to formal state and local 

structures. 

 Ethics: Comparative analysis of normative approaches to decision making 

within tribal and nonnative governmental entities. 

 Policy analysis: Historical surveys of public policy and the impact upon 

tribal governments in regard to the “use of data” as an empirical approach 

to decision making at the federal, state, and local levels. 

 Public budgeting: Systemic complexities within the allocation of federal 

and state resources to tribal governmental entities. 

 Human resource management: Analysis of tribal human resource 

management and the implications of tribal sovereignty in relation to 

federal and state labor laws and court decisions. 

 Collaborations: Examples of successful consultation and collaboration 

between tribal, federal, state, and local governments. 

Deadline to submit proposal: March 1, 2016 

Deadline to submit full manuscript: September 1, 2016 

Submit proposals to guest editor:  Edward Minnema, University of Minnesota, Duluth 

eminnema@d.umn.edu  

For information about the Journal of Public Affairs Education and manuscript guidelines, please 

visit http://www.naspaa.org/initiatives/jpae/jpae.asp. Please email questions to jpaeuw@uw.edu.  
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