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From Alternative Student To
Assistant Principal
New Author Shares How She Turned Statistics into Success
BY DEVIN HEFLIN
ANFORD - Her
story started like
others, but she
made it unique.
Against the odds, Dr. Erica
Pooler rose beyond every
statistic that society gave her.
She was abused as a child,
frequented
foster
homes
through her formative years
and ended up a teenage parent
in an alternative school at age
seventeen.
She decided her story
wouldn’t end that way. With
her new book, The Cards of
Life, Dr. Pooler shows at risk
youth a new way. This work is
an extension of the mentoring,
counseling and provision that
she lends to students in the
school system daily.
Her book, she says, restores
the hope of life in children that
society has forgotten and is
a manual for not only youth,
but has instructions for school
faculty and administrators to
better deal with youth.
“When people look at
me, they don’t see that I’ve
struggled.” Pooler said. “This
book has always been on my
heart. I wanted to use this book
to encourage youth that you can
get past your circumstances.”
An Orlando native, Pooler
notes her childhood abuse at
the hands of family members
in the book. Her parents were
often incarcerated, which led
to her move and removal from
foster homes until her great
grandmother, who had only
a sixth grade education, but
stressed faith and commitment,
values Pooler carries into today.
She works in Seminole
County Government, with
several alternative schools
and programs, namely Eugene
Gregory Memorial Academy,
John Polk Alternative School,
Teenage Parenting Program,
S.T.A.Y. Center, Boys Town
and Seminole County Juvenile

S

Detention Center.
Pooler has served Seminole
County Government since
the age of twenty, sharing her
story and offering solutions to
students.
“You have to continue to
push and you’ve gotta learn
how to find your way.” She said.
Pooler credits Kimberly
Wilkes, an alternative school
teacher, for encouraging her
at seventeen that she could
be more. She was a mentor,
especially when Pooler lost her
great grandmother in eleventh
grade.
Some of the key points to
revising your life, as noted in
The Cards of Life are:
The Brick FactorLearn to accept help and
support
•
Change
Your
Mindset- Start to see a positive
outcome for your life
•
No
Excuses/No
Blame- No matter how bad life
gets, don’t make excuses to fail.
•
Be careful what
you speak,be careful what
you think, be careful of the
company you keep- Separate
yourself from nonsense
•
Educationknow

it makes me feel to work with
such a focused, conscientious,
self-starter that’s committed
to working with children.”
W. Gene Grace, Director of
School Safety and Alternative
Placement
for
Seminole
County.
“She’s an exemplary coworker and an excellent
employee
for
Seminole
County.”
With this
book, Pooler
says
she’s
using its pages
and chapters
to speak to
students that
are
raising
themselves,
grandparents
that are raising
that
it’s
grandchildren
the key to
and
for
unlocking
administrators
y o u r
that want to
potential
Dr. Erica Pooler
learn
how
•
to
deal
with
Cherish the
small things-Life is way too students.
She held a book signing
short. Family is priceless and
on
Monday night in the very
important
Sanford
community that she
Dr. Pooler holds four
services.
In a phone interview
degrees, with a bachelors
with
The
Orlando Times, she
in varying exceptionalities,
said
that
the
event would call
masters and TESOL in
on
the
community
to become
Educational Leadership and a
Doctorate in Organizational involved with students.
“We focus on the ones that
Leadership.
Her
and
her husband Mike have do well on their SAT’s and are
four
children,Mikeia,16, going to college but we have
Amhya,8,Mekhi,7, Mylan 6, to reach all kids that are in our
and Mike, who’s deceased. community.” She said.
She’s been a guest speaker
They are all members of Life
Point Church in Deland, where at Winter Park High School,
Chain of Lakes Middle School
Keith Johnson is the Pastor.
The Cards of Life offers and a host of alternative
how to handle life changing programs.
Dr. Pooler uses her life as
situations. Pooler states that
the death of her first born was proof that you can transform
curses
into
the hardest situation she’s had generational
to endure, and was difficult lifelong success. She connects
to write into the book. At the with youth because her story
encouragement of colleagues, is one that’s both unique and
she was able to continue relatable. “I’m a product of the
very environment I service.”
sharing her story.
“I can’t express to you how

Report: Black High School Graduation Rates Lowest In Country
Washington D.C. Ranks Among Worst

BY
ZENITHA
PRINCE,
Special to the NNPA from the
Afro-American Newspaper
High school graduation
rates in the United States are
at their highest since 1974,
according to a recent U.S.
Department of Education
report, but Black students
graduated at a rate below other
ethnic groups.
Of the 4 million public
school students who entered
9th grade in the 2006-2007
school year, 78.2 percent, or
3.1 million, received high
school diplomas in the 20092010 school year, an increase

of more than two percentage
points.
The report also detailed the
achievement rates by states.
Among U.S. jurisdictions,
Nevada and the District of
Columbia were the lowest,
with rates of 57.8 percent and
59.9 percent, respectively.
At the high end, Wisconsin
and Vermont had graduation
rates of 91.1 percent and 91.4
percent, respectively.
“The new NCES report is
good news after three decades
of stagnation,” Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan said in
a statement. “It’s encouraging

that the on-time graduation
rate is up substantially from
four years earlier. And it’s
promising that high school
graduation rates are up for
all ethnic groups in 2010 –
especially for Hispanics, whose
graduation rate has jumped
almost 10 points since 2006.”
Among
racial/ethnic
groups, Asian/Pacific Islander
students had the highest
graduation rate at 93.5 percent.
The rates for other groups
were 83.0 percent for White
students, 71.4 percent for
Hispanic students, 69.1 percent
for American Indian/Alaska

Native students, and 66.1
percent for Black students.
“Our high school dropout
rate is still unsustainably
high for a knowledge-based
economy and still unacceptably
high in our African-American,
Latino, and Native-American
communities,” Duncan said.
Across the United States,
more than 500,000 students
who were supposed to graduate
in the 2009–2010 academic
year dropped out, a rate of 3.4
percent. That figure represents
a decline from 4.1 percent in
the 2008-2009 period.
Asian/Pacific Islander and
White students had the lowest
dropout rates, at 1.9 percent
and 2.3 percent, respectively. In
increasing order, the dropout
rate for Hispanic students was
5.0 percent; for Black students,
5.5 percent; and for American
Indian/Alaska Native students,
6.7 percent.

Col. Charles Young
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Black Veterans Request
Proclamation For
Buffalo Soldier
BY DOROTHY ROWLEY, Special to the NNPA from The
Washington Informer
In a letter to President Barack Obama, the National
Coalition of Black Veterans Organizations (NCBVO)
asks that during the celebration of Black History Month
in February– a presidential proclamation be issued that
elevates legendary Buffalo Soldier Col. Charles Young to
the honorary rank of Brigadier General.
Col. Young was medically discharged from the US.
Army on Jan. 22, 1917, but he was recalled in 1918 after
riding 500 miles to demonstrate his fitness to serve on
active military duty.
“We are firm in our belief that the honor we are seeking
on his behalf was earned over a career that spanned more
than thirty-two years of honorable service to our nation
(1889 – 1922),” a portion of the letter dated Jan. 22, reads.
“We are joined in this request by resolutions from the
Commonwealth of Kentucky House of Representatives (the
birth state of Colonel Young), the Kentucky Commission
on Human Rights, the Council of the District of Columbia
and the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.”
The letter, which was signed by NCBVO chairman
Charles Blatcher III, goes on to state that “as the third Black
cadet to graduate from the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, Young’s accomplishments were numerous.
“They included becoming the first Black military attache,
the first Black Superintendent of a National Park, and the
first Black soldier promoted to both the ranks of Lieutenant
Colonel as well as Colonel. He also distinguished himself in
command positions during the Philippine Insurrection and
General Pershing’s Punitive Expedition. During the latter
event, his courageous actions under fire resulted in the
rescue of the 13th Cavalry. Colonel Young was the highest
ranking African American in the military at the outset of
the First World War and until his death in 1922.”
In alluding to action taken in 1956 by President Harry
Truman, NCVBO further notes that this would not be the
first time such a request was made.
“In 1925, Brigadier General William “Billy” Mitchell was
court martialed, reduced in rank to colonel and discharged
from the United States Army,” the letter continues. “He was
charged with “conduct to the prejudice of good order and
military discipline and in a way to bring discredit upon the
military service. Ten years after his death in 1946, President
Harry S. Truman posthumously promoted then Colonel
William “Billy” Mitchell to the rank of Major General.”
California Congresswoman Barbara Lee, who will also
be writing Obama on Young’s behalf, said in a statement
that Black History Month is a “particularly fitting time” to
bestow the posthumous honor on Young.
“Colonel Young was a true trailblazer; in a time when
the obstacles he faced due to the color of his skin seemed
insurmountable, his achievements were astounding,” Lee
said.
“This is why I will be sending a letter to President
Obama requesting a presidential proclamation promoting
Colonel Young to the rank of Brigadier General.”
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