
Surely some revelation is at hand; 
Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 
The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out 
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi 
Troubles my sight: a waste of desert sand; 
A shape with lion body and the head of a man, 
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun, 
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it 
Wind shadows of the indignant desert birds. 
 
The darkness drops again but now I know 
That twenty centuries of stony sleep 
Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle, 
And what rough beast, its hour come round at 
last, 
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? 
 
-- William Butler Yeats, The Second Coming 

 

Astrological Reflections   
 
After years of gridlock and tension, the astrology of 2016 is the green light to exhale and take things to the next level. 
This is a transitional and active year involving considerable movement and a clear shift in tone and frequency compared 
to recent years. The change from a cardinal sign to a mutable sign emphasis brings a change in tide and for the 
foreseeable future a surge in momentum which strongly favors and supports ordinary citizens, grassroots efforts, 
cooperation, unity and the common good. This year we begin to witness the impact recent years have had on human 
consciousness and how that translates and manifests in the world of affairs and in our lives.  
 
The past seven years entailed a very strenuous and persistent cycle of recurrent cardinal sign activations concentrated in 
an epic square between Uranus in Aries and Pluto in Capricorn. Historically Uranus-Pluto squares are major change 
agents bringing about cultural, social and political transformation, volatile conditions, tension, crisis and unrest. They 
galvanize action, seed new beginnings, and initiate new cycles for humanity, bringing the world into alignment with 
greater directional impulses that set entire new eras into motion.  
 
The last exact Uranus-Pluto square in the recent series occurred in March of 2015 and although the intensity of this 
square has begun to wane, the effect of the impact continues through 2020 when Jupiter, Saturn and Pluto align in 
Capricorn for the first time since the 13th century, beginning a new phase. The world is still reeling from the upheaval 
and chaos of these years. Much of the world is in turmoil with contrasting states of anxiety, fear, uncertainty, and the 
constant strain of polarizing conditions. Recent confluences of these two planetary giants occurred during the Industrial 
Revolution, the Great Depression and again in the Sixties, despite 
the fact that prior incidents involved only three exact Uranus-
Pluto squares as compared to seven in the recent cycle.   
 
(A more detailed account of the Uranus-Pluto cardinal squares can be accessed at: 
http://www.esotericquarterly.com/issues/EQ05/EQ0504/EQ050410-Detrich.pdf ) 
 

Other grand overarching astrological influences have been 
informing this period as well. In 2012 during the purported 
Mayan shift in galactic cycles, the fixed star Regulus changed 
signs from Leo to Virgo, bringing over two thousand years of 
patriarchal rule and the reign of Kings (Leo) to a relative close 
while introducing a new era and a new mythology that supports 
greater cooperation and sharing, reconnection with Earth and 
each other, and a growing sense of unity and commonality among 
ordinary citizens (Virgo) of the world.   
 
The signs Leo and Virgo, the Lion and the Virgin, comprise the 
astrological sign of The Sphinx where the fixed star Regulus is 
centrally located. Regulus is one of the four Royal Stars closest to 
the Earth’s ecliptic that mark the equinox and solstice points of 
the zodiac. For millennia these points corresponded to the Fixed 
Cross of the zodiac however due to the Precession of the 
Equinoxes their positions have now progressed from fixed signs 
into mutable signs. (Fomalhaut [Aquarius] is now at 4 Pisces, 
Aldebaran [Taurus] is at 9 Gemini, Antares [Scorpio] at 9 
Sagittarius, and now Regulus [Leo] has shifted into 00° Virgo—a 
degree where it will remain for 72 years.)   
 
The fixed star Regulus is considered to be the Great Regulator of 
the downpour of divine energy or life-giving manna coming from 
the center of the Milky Way galaxy into the great star Sirius into our solar system. Regulus is known as “the Lawgiver” 
because it plays the vital role of regulating, directing and adjusting these powerful incoming energies, serving to keep 
things balanced and regulated according to cosmic law.  

http://www.esotericquarterly.com/issues/EQ05/EQ0504/EQ050410-Detrich.pdf


   
Sirius is the brightest star in our region of the galaxy, ten times larger 
than our sun, registering twenty times as much luminescence. From 
the perspective of Earth, Sirius is situated at the gateway to the River 
of Stars leading to the center of the Milky Way galaxy, regarded as the 
pathway to higher consciousness. It is considered to be the Sun behind 
our Sun and the source of our Sun’s power and influence. Ancients 
believed Sirius to be God, bringer of Life and Light to our solar system. 
As our local Sun warms, enlivens, informs and illuminates our entire 
solar system, on a grander scale Sirius likewise nourishes, vitalizes and 
empowers our Sun.  
 
Two thousand years ago the ingress of Regulus into Leo was marked by 
the rise of Christianity, the Roman Empire and the Roman Catholic 
Church—all major influences in shaping the western world. The Leo era 
favored the solar masculine aspect of nature marked by powerful Emperors, monarchs, Popes, rulers, and heads of state 
who reigned supreme over the masses. This was a regal era where mankind experienced the rise and fall of both 
beneficent and dictatorial leaders, the later demonstrating undeveloped Leoian characteristics of competition, greed 
and abuse of power. Under the Leo influence, the principal leadership model for the past two thousand years consisted 
of a top-down style of governance where a dominant central figure directly or indirectly exerted power or authority over 
the masses.  
 
The ingress of Regulus into Virgo begins a lengthy era of growing fusion and integration individually and collectively. This 
new epoch will gradually foster and support greater awareness, interdependence, cooperation, unity and collective gain. 
Virgo corresponds to the Divine Mother and feminine face of God or what is called the Holy Spirit in Christian theology. 
Generally associated with work and service, Virgo’s deeper labor involves the cultivation and manifestation of the Christ 
principle, or the birth of the Soul of Humanity as prophesized in ageless wisdom teachings, indigenous tribes and ancient 
civilizations for time immemorial. This new Virgo era heralds a time when the Soul light or consciousness of humanity is 
being brought to birth preparatory to the fullness of the Aquarian Age when the Brotherhood of Man is wholly realized. 
We are taught that “Virgo hides the light which irradiates the world in Aquarius” and “Aquarius releases Virgo from her 
load,”i indicating the incoming Virgo influence is a time of gestation which prepares the world for an even greater birth 
in consciousness a thousand years from now at the height of the Aquarian Age.    
 
Esoteric astrology teaches that Leo fosters the egoistic principle and individual awareness which is later shattered by the 
force of Virgo who “stimulates the soul within the form as well as the soul within each atom in the form, because the 
genius and uniqueness of Virgo is that it produces form as well as stimulates the life within that form and, therefore, 
nourishes and energizes two lives simultaneously. It is a powerful dual energy, a potent expression of the anima mundi 
or the soul of the world.”ii  
 
Thus the directional flow of energy from Regulus in Leo to Virgo is reorienting the world toward greater commonality, 
community, and working together in shared effort. It is redirecting the focus from “me” to “we,” from the love of power 
to the power of Love. The heroes of this new Regulus in Virgo era will be ordinary people working together to do 
extraordinary things. There will be a growing recognition of the unity of life and the quantum recognition of the 
interrelationship of all things. The new era will involve a more simple, sustainable and practical worldview. The Virgo 
maiden distills things, bringing them down to their essence and in conformity with nature and divine law and order. 
Virgo is discriminating, frugal, and supremely efficient. She beautifies, brings greater wisdom, discretion, rhythm and 
order. She fuses and gathers together, integrates, assimilates and harvests the best from experiences.  
 
Unassuming Virgo makes a difference by quietly attending to and perfecting the practical details of life and living. Virgo 
economizes. Like the Sun, its ruler, Leo, is born to radiate and shine while Virgo works and serves quietly behind the 
scenes. Virgo is said to be the handmaiden of God or “the hands of God at work.” She is dutiful, helpful and devoted to 
public service and the common good. As the virgin, Virgo is especially associated with the Divine Feminine, all Virgin 



Mother Archetypes and Mother Earth, thus Virgo focuses on nurturing, sustaining and caring for the natural world and 
for the earth and her inhabitants, which is why so many community servants and laborers are representative of this sign.   
 
Virgo is one of the signs most associated with health, healing and well-being. Virgo is nature’s natural herbalist, 
epitomizing the quest for wholeness, integration and well-being. In this new era there will be a growing trend toward 
natural healing and alternative healing modalities, increased care and respect for Earth, a blossoming awareness of co-
creation and the use of co-creative tools, an emphasis on healthier food and nutritional practices, improvements in 
farming and growing our own food, a rise in the art of bartering and sharing goods and services, a redefining of waste, a 
focus on purification of the waters of the world, a trend toward universal and more natural healthcare, and a far deeper 
respect and appreciation for animals and their therapeutic value. Virgo favors sharing and cooperation, efficiency and 
simplicity; she does far more with less.  
 
Another big picture consideration at this time pertains to the Precessional Cross and a new phase in the evolution of 
consciousness that is unfolding.  According to astrological scholar, Nick Fiorenza, “the Cycle of Earth's Precessional Cross 
is the timepiece that drives the "Evolutionary Cycle of the Soul" collective on Earth—revealing the unfoldment of human 
consciousness.”iii Fiorenza emphasizes that the Precessional Cross “is far more significant than the changing of an 
astrological age because the four directions of the galactic equatorial axis supersede the twelve-fold division of the 
tropical or sidereal zodiac.”  
 
He goes on to explain at the onset of a Precessional cycle Earth's pole is aligned with the galactic plane and the light of 
galactic awareness or unified consciousness and that humanity is three quarters of the way in the current 25,000 year 
cycle which began about 18,000 years ago during the biblical flood at the end of the Atlantean civilization. For the last 
10-12,000 years humanity has been in the dark or shadow phase of the overall cycle with the Earth’s North Pole at the 
greatest distance from the galactic plane, which is the furthest point of separation from unified God-consciousness, 
causing extreme duality and polarization.  
 
According to Fiorenza’s calculations, in 1998 the Earth’s pole began to lean back toward the galactic plane “beginning 
our re-illumination in consciousness—our return to the galactic field of unified awareness.”  He points out that one of 
the main features of the current stage is the re-emergence of the Divine Feminine which will alchemize a reunification 
and deeper integration of the masculine-feminine principles. Fiorenza goes on to say that “The time leading into this 
270° transition point in the current cycle creates an "inner need to change," and the time immediately afterward is one 
of "initiating change"—which we are now in.” 
 
Another interesting correspondence to the transition from the archetype of 
Leo to Virgo involves TransPluto, a hypothetical planet outside the orbit of 
Pluto. Astronomers have been searching for an explanation of Pluto’s irregular 
orbit since Pluto was first discovered in 1930 and many asteroids and objects 
have been discovered in the search for a tenth planet whose gravitational pull 
distorts the orbit of Pluto. Recently researchers at the California Institute of 
Technology found evidence of an object that could be the real ninth planet 
however astrologers seized on this knowledge years ago and generally called 
the new planet, Planet X or TransPluto. 
  
Astrologers view TransPluto as Persephone, "Queen of the Underworld" and 
partner to Pluto. The lesson associated with this pairing echoes the Leo-Virgo 
mythos—the reunion of light and dark, spirit and matter, head and heart, and 
the masculine and feminine aspects of nature. The same year that Regulus 
ingressed into Virgo (2012) during a rare transit of Venus to the Sun, 
TransPluto entered Virgo after 75 years in Leo, again emphasizing a shift in 
culture that previously amplified individual recognition and power toward a 
more integrated and unified consciousness that focuses on the Law of 
Economy, the principle of sharing, and a growing sense of community and 

Mother of the World by Nicholas Roerich 



commonality. In 2014, TransPluto stationed retrograde at 2° Virgo, a degree that is associated with humanity 
experiencing “a liberating ordeal” that could be likened to advanced stages of birthing or a quickening stage.  

Leo is a Fire sign ruled by the Sun and Virgo is an Earth sign ruled by Mercury and esoterically by the Moon. The 
mythological shift from Leo to Virgo brings with it a new focus, a new frequency, and a new influence. The new 
emphasis in Virgo indicates a growing practicality and wisdom that carries deeper reverence and respect for the oneness 
of all life. We will see gradual overarching movement from agendas of greed, power seeking, megalomania, and the 
plundering of the earth’s resources toward an attitude of greater simplicity, sharing, healing, and loving compassion—all 
qualities of the Divine Second Ray of Love and Wisdom—the guiding light of this particular solar system which is 
powerfully expressing in the sign of Virgo in the current world period.   

The newly emerging era and culture of Virgo influence marks the beginning of integrating the two faces of God--the 
Divine Mother and the Divine Father, the feminine and masculine, the material and spiritual, and the resolution of 
seeming dualities into a unified whole. Through earthy Virgo’s practical influence, the process of working to create a 
more perfect form is undertaken whether it is a person’s body, home, community, or world. The nurturing principle 
symbolized by Virgo’s soul ruler, the Moon, supports the heart principle, interconnectivity and working together to 
create a better and more sustainable world that serves everyone. As philosopher Helena Roerich writes, “Verily, the Era 
of the Mother of the World is based upon the realization of the heart.”iv  

 
Reflections on 2015-2016 
 
If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.  --African Proverb 

There was a strong astrological emphasis in the signs Leo and Virgo in 2015, highlighting The Sphinx mythos and again 
portending and iterating the gestation of something new at this time. Jupiter changed signs from Leo to Virgo in 
September 2015 at the conclusion of a 1.6 year Venus cycle that played out in the summer with Venus retrograde for 
forty days in the signs Leo and Virgo. Further, Black Moon Lilith, an astrological point pertaining to the lost feminine 
principle, changed signs from Leo to Virgo in the beginning of 2015, while the asteroid Juno, a minor planet related to 
sacred union, was positioned in Leo the first half of the year and ingressed into Virgo the first of July.  

Moreover, in 2015 Venus and Mars representing the feminine-masculine, receptive-active aspects of nature, were 
conjunct three times in 2015—first in February in the sign of Aries (initiating new beginnings), and next in Leo in 
September, and then again in November in Virgo. Generally Venus and Mars are conjunct one time every two years, but 
about every 18 years there is a triple conjunction of Venus and Mars within a nine month time span and 2015 was one of 
those years.  The last time there was a triple conjunction of Venus-Mars was in 1985. The triple conjunction years mark 
significant points of deeper integration that seed new phases of learning about who we are, causing us to consciously 
make different choices.  
 
The grand overarching Virgo momentum and the emphasis in mutable signs this year suggest more labor pains in 
birthing a new world. Mutable signs signal transitional times that provide the mutations which insure survival and are 
geared at a more dynamic and functional biosphere. Mutable signs are oriented to the third aspect or material side of 
life so mutable phases involve interludes of outer adaptation, adjustment and integration. It will be a fast-paced, restless 
time with heaps of movement, and twists and turns in the world and in our lives: relocations, career, job and 
relationship changes, births and deaths—all manifestations of a world quite literally ‘on the move.’    
 
The mutable signs are Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius and Pisces. In 2016 Jupiter and the North Node of the Moon are 
positioned in Virgo, Saturn is in Sagittarius, and the South Node, Chiron, Neptune and asteroid Ceres are in Pisces. Most 
of the eclipses of 2016 also take place in the mutable signs Pisces and Virgo, calling us to rearrange our thoughts and our 
daily lives in accordance with evolutionary impulses. In mutable laden years we ask existential questions about the 
sustainability and preservation of existence. We become more attuned to the many ways our lives intersect, weave 
together and support one another.   
 



The mutable signs are considered to be “mind signs” since each of the four mutable signs represent stages of mental 
development: the concrete mind in Gemini, the analytical mind or critical mind in Virgo, the higher mind or 
consciousness in Sagittarius, and the universal mind or collective unconscious in Pisces. Thus this year will be weighed 
down by information, communications, messages, ideas, ideals and ideologies which can play out in duality and conflict 
or bring people together in cooperation. The quest will be to find and create a consensus reality that serves the common 
good and the greatest number. Finding our way through the maze of thoughts, opinions, attitudes, and beliefs in these 
months will be critical in determining outcomes. Jupiter in Virgo will prove useful in enlarging and expanding our 
capacity for discrimination and critical thinking along with our ability to separate the wheat from the chaff in our lives. 
The Piscean placements underscore the power of collective prayer, meditation, visualization and the use of mantras and 
invocations in creating a more unified reality in accordance with the good, true and beautiful.  
 
There is a unique concentration of planetary activity between 8-24° and particularly at 8-10° of the mutable signs this 
year. Mars will turn retrograde on April 16 at 9° Sagittarius (conjunct the fixed star Antares), and on August 12 Mars and 
Saturn align at 9° Sagittarius just as Saturn turns direct on the same degree. There is a total Solar Eclipse on September 1 
at 9° Virgo and Saturn squares Neptune at 10° Sagittarius and Pisces on September 10, while Neptune conjuncts the 
South Node at 9° Pisces on November 18.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout the year there are many variations of planetary squares and oppositions featuring Jupiter in Virgo, Saturn in 
Sagittarius and Neptune in Pisces, creating repeated mutable dilemmas of how and where to focus our attention and 
activities amid constantly fluctuating currents and moving parts and pieces. Because Jupiter is the orthodox ruler of 
Sagittarius and Pisces, and is the hierarchical ruler or the highest expression of the sign Virgo, Jupiter in Virgo will play a 
pivotal role in events this year. It focuses our attention on the current reality as both the result and the melting pot of 
our collective thoughts, words and deeds. Jupiter invites us to elevate our thinking, to take the high road and rise above 
over-analyzing, judgment and criticism. It focuses on finding common ground and solutions, rather than getting bogged 
down in the myriad of details and problems facing humanity, opening us to the enormous power of positive thinking and 
love in healing negativity and divisiveness. Jupiter encourages broadening our point of view, aligning with the deeper 
truth, and focusing on the overall momentum rather than getting stuck in the details and the day-to-day. It guides us to 
align our daily activities to a higher vision of what is possible.       
 
In orthodox astrology Jupiter is considered to be in detriment in Virgo, because the expansive, big-sky nature of Jupiter 
seems at cross-purposes with detail-oriented, nose to the grindstone, earthy Virgo, however esoteric astrology 
venerates Jupiter’s position in Virgo for its astute powers of discrimination and a tendency toward coherence that brings 

Significant Transits 2016 
 

 January 23, January 28—Jupiter conjunct the North Node at 22° Virgo  

 March 8—Total Solar eclipse at 18° Pisces (opposite Jupiter in Virgo and square Saturn in Sagittarius 

 March 23—Jupiter-Saturn exact square at 16° Virgo 

 April 16—Mars turns retrograde at 9° Sagittarius 

 May 26—Jupiter square Saturn, 13° Virgo and Sagittarius   

 June 4—Grand cross at 12-14° of mutable signs 

 June 17—Saturn square Neptune , 13° Sagittarius and Pisces 

 June 20-- Jupiter conjunct the North Node at 15° Virgo  

 June 29—Mars direct at 23° Scorpio 

 August 12—Mars conjunct Saturn + Saturn turns direct at 9° Sagittarius  

 August 12—Jupiter opposite Chiron, 24° Virgo and Pisces  

 September 1—Solar eclipse at 9° Virgo 

 September 10—Saturn square Neptune, 10° Sagittarius and Pisces 

 November 18—Neptune conjunct the South Node at 9° Pisces 

 November 24—Jupiter square Pluto 15°Libra and Capricorn 

 December 26—Mars conjunct the South Node at 5° Pisces  
 



Eclipses 2016  
 

 March 8—Total Solar eclipse at 18° Pisces 

  March 23—Lunar Eclipse 3° Aries-Libra Full Moon 

 August 18—Lunar Eclipse 25° Leo-Aquarius Full Moon  

 September 1—Solar eclipse at 9° Virgo 

 September 16—Lunar eclipse at 24° Virgo-Pisces Full Moon   
 

people together in common effort. Jupiter in Virgo sees every detail, every action, as sacred and entwined in the whole. 
Virgo’s job is to weave the spiritual and material aspects of existence together into a seamless tapestry of wholeness 
and well-being, where every detail and cell of the whole is uplifting, vital and contributory.      
 
Eclipses are perfect alignments of the Sun, Moon and Earth that spark evolutionary movement and unexpected changes 
in direction. Eclipses come in pairs with several pairings in the same signs over several years. Each eclipse in a series of 
same-sign eclipses has a united theme within the sequence. Generally speaking, solar eclipses relate to outer events and 
happenings while lunar eclipses tend to be internal and more subjective. 
 
The eclipses of 2016 involve three eclipses in the Virgo-Pisces family of eclipses which began in March of 2015 and will 
continue through February 2017. Recent occurrences of the Virgo-Pisces sequence occurred in September 2006-
February 2008 and March 1997-September 1998. If you have key planets or points in Virgo-Pisces or the mutable signs 
Gemini or Sagittarius, this sequence of eclipses may be significant for you causing a turning point in direction or other 
rites of passage to occur.  
 
The Virgo-Pisces sequence can bring despairing and diverse elements together in a demonstration of unity, greater 
openness to the flow of life, a willingness to trust the natural order, and an acceptance of and surrendering to 
evolutionary change that ultimately fosters greater heart, promotes love and light, community and communion, peace 
and goodwill. Eclipses in these signs trigger events that bring people together for the purpose of mutual support, 
humanitarian or disaster relief, or other conditions requiring sacrifice and service within a collectively shared 
experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first eclipse this year is a Total Solar Eclipse on March 8 at 18° Pisces (opposite Jupiter and square Saturn) which is 
also considered a Supermoon when the Moon is in closest proximity to the Earth. This is a powerful eclipse that will call 
for sound judgment and greater discernment. It triggers crucial information or decision-making that not only exposes 
what has been on the back burner (the elephant in the room) but shines a light on authenticity and the truth in 
situations. Solar eclipses affect the time leading up to and after the eclipse for up to six months which will encompass 
the USA primary election cycle which is already shocking the entire world. Solar eclipses trigger world events such as the 
passing away of public figures or extreme weather or geophysical events. With six planets in Pisces during this eclipse, 
there will likely be an outer demonstration of collective unity based on shared loss or grief. The last time there was a 
solar eclipse on this degree of Pisces was in March of 1977 when approximately a dozen armed Hanafi Muslims took 
over three buildings in Washington, D.C., killing 1 person and taking more than 130 hostages. The hostage situation 
ended two days later.  
 
On the New Moon of June 4 at the midpoint of the March and September eclipses there will be a grand square in 
mutable signs that brings another important turning point where critical elements come to light. Simultaneously, the 
planet Uranus will align with Eris in Aries—an alignment that often triggers and empowers social revolution or a wildly 
explosive shake-up in world affairs. Activity heightens, powering creative dialogue and new agreements that are more 
representative of the will of the people. This grand square invites us to create and manifest a new dream that will live on 
in perpetuity while calling on greater cooperation and collaboration among people.     
 



Another turning point will occur on September 1 during a New Moon Solar Eclipse at 9° Virgo. Eclipses bring things to 
pass and this eclipse coalesces around a Saturn-Neptune square which recurs about every 18 years bringing a reality 
check or contest between priorities: the ideal and reality, between hope and despair, between concrete facts and what 
we take on faith or intuitively know to be true. This Saturn-Neptune square first occurred last November and recurs mid-
June and mid-September this year. It marks a crucial turning point in a 36 year Saturn-Neptune cycle which began in 
1989. Saturn square Neptune brings competing realities in consciousness into clearer view and humanitarian crises to 
the forefront, as was the case at the first square in November with the tragic Paris attack and the Syrian refugee crisis.  
 
Saturn is materially oriented, concrete, favoring business and the status quo while Neptune is visionary, creative, 
imaginative and hopeful. Under the influence of this square, knowing exactly what to believe can be complicated. Saturn 
and Neptune represent two completely different views of reality, so this year involves a crisis of consensus reality where 
dreams can come true, yet are offset or challenged by practical concerns and the status quo. Saturn was in exact square 
to Neptune on November 25, 2015 at 7° Sagittarius, and will again square on June 17 at 12° Sagittarius during the grand 
square and then finally on September 10 at 10° Sagittarius during the September eclipses.  
 
Besides Neptune, Saturn in Sagittarius also squares Jupiter in Virgo in March and May of this year. This pairing brings 
lessons about the reward of steady effort and staying on course in spite of frustrations and/or uncertainty. Largely it 
brings a crisis of faith, trust and belief to a head. March and May will bring fluctuating currents that bring questioning 
and doubt. This square is like driving fast with your foot on the brake at the same time. There is a push-pull dynamic, a 
‘two steps forward, one step back’ activity, that is simply a part of the nature of the energies at play. When Jupiter 
squares Saturn, progress can be slower or come to a standstill; obstacles have to be overcome in order to continue. 
Movement is restricted requiring adjustment, moderation and pacing. Through the influence of this pairing we slow 
down and wise up. We set better priorities.  We do less in order to focus on what is more meaningful or ideal.  
 
With the South Node and Chiron in Pisces opposite the North Node and Jupiter in Virgo in the first half of the year, there 
will be an emphasis and attention on healing old wounds and using our powers of discrimination in strengthening that 
which most serves the common good in our families and local and global communities. The first Jupiter-North Node 
conjunctions occurred on January 23 and 28 at 22° Virgo and the third alignment occurs on June 20 at 15° Virgo. These 
conjunctions have the potential to bring encouraging surges in momentum, potential improvements and grace. The June 
alignment occurs on Summer Solstice synchronous with the Full Moon of Gemini this year. The Full Moon of Gemini is a 
major solar Festival celebrating the spirit of humanity and right human relations. Augmented by the Jupiter-North Node 
alignment this festival will carry even greater significance this year, adding to the blessedness of the moment. This 
pairing is known to prompt significant meetings or encounters that serve a higher purpose or new direction.    

The last time the North Node and Jupiter aligned three times in one year was in 1842 (in Capricorn), so this is a rare 
occurrence which adds to the significance, bringing major opportunities for growth, evolution and destiny to unfold. 
Jupiter-North Node in Virgo materializes agreements, contracts and negotiations. Already global discussions this year are 
centering on the TTP (Transatlantic Trade Partnership), the landmark worldwide climate change accord, and the United 
Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which are all examples of the largesse and far-reaching effect of 
this pairing.  

Saturn’s journey in Sagittarius began last year and continues through 2017.  Sagittarius corresponds to the distant goal 
or the future, thus Saturn’s position in this sign is quite literally defining our future and laying the groundwork for what 
is to come. We are learning the truth of where we stand, what we stand for and just where we are going. Along the way 
we are gaining wisdom and getting better educated about what we need to know. Saturn in Sagittarius is forcing us to 
see and to consider international relations and ideological differences from a broader point of view, and it is causing us 
to take aim at and confront issues around media hype and spin, immigration, the cost and efficacy of higher education, 
international trade, and cultural and racial diversity. It will call into question higher courts, copyrighting laws and 
international relations. Under the tutelage of Saturn in Sagittarius, more than any other time in recent history, we are 
facing reality and the truth of our current situation.  

The interplay of Jupiter, Chiron, Saturn, and Neptune throughout the year focuses on a kind of moral imperative that 
brings issues of ethics, morality and civility into the conversation. Personal, spiritual and cultural values and priorities 



will undergo deep questioning and examination. In this process Chiron will function as the initiator, moving 
consciousness out of fixed ruts. Jupiter will serve to expand our point of view and broaden our horizons. Saturn will 
operate to bring steady growth and biological balance, and Neptune will serve to dissolve illusion and glamor in light of 
what is more ideal.  

There will be a lengthy phase of Mars retrograde in the signs Scorpio and Sagittarius this year between April 16 and June 
29 that will extend into August due to the shadow phase of the Mars retrograde cycle. Mars is powerful in Scorpio and 
this retrograde cycle suggests a protracted and grueling battle for the truth and how that relates to changing ideals 
within the current psychological climate. Will truth prevail? Only if we are willing to follow our inner authority and 
guidance and tune out what the media and others are saying can we rise to a greater truth. Mutable signs foster duality 
and polarizing conditions so we must be vigilant with authenticity and trust in our inner knowing.      

The Sphinx in Current Politics    
 
The cosmic dance plays out in all areas of life 
and especially in politics this year. It feels like 
the whole world is tuned to the United States 
presidential election, as if the direction of the 
whole world depends on the outcome. There 
are a number of candidates at play however 
two of the most intriguing figures that best 
represent the Leo-Virgo mythos are Donald 
Trump and Bernie Sanders.   
 
Briefly, in the USA Sibley chart (right), the 
United States has a Cancer Sun, Moon in 
Aquarius and Sagittarius rising. Since 2013, 
the difficult cardinal squares between Uranus 
and Pluto have been impacting the USA natal 
Sun and Saturn and all of the mutable squares 
and eclipses are activating the USA horoscope 
on and off all year. Notably, many of the 
aforementioned transits culminate in October 
and November of this year, bringing all of 
these energies to a climax at the time of the 
national election.    
 
Transiting Saturn conjunct the ascendant of 
the USA horoscope this year indicates the 
embryonic beginning of a new chapter or 
stage in American history. It offers an 
opportunity for growth and maturation and 
the possibility of building something new of 
greater value and meaning over the next 
seven years. It is testing ideological 
differences and the major part that the media 
has been playing in shaping the narrative, based on the establishment point of view. As Dr. Phil says, you can’t keep 
doing the same things and expect different results. Yet, while Saturn in this position is attempting to birth a new 
narrative, it is being challenged by old attitudes and structures in the form of resistance, fear, negativity, pessimism, and 
clinging to the past and outworn ways.   
 
The essence of Uranus-Pluto, transiting the natal Sun square Saturn, denotes a major transformation of culture and 
values and a dramatic reorientation in the direction of the USA. America is undergoing a radical revolutionary 



transformation where Pluto is dredging up and bringing us face to face with the dweller and all the shadowy bits of the 
American psyche. Essentially this is a power struggle for the Soul of America that is also driven by transiting Chiron and 
Jupiter opposite the USA natal Neptune. Pluto was last in Capricorn during the American Revolutionary War when 
America was first born and severed ties with England. America undergoes its first Pluto return in 2024 so what is 
happening now is the beginning of a major overhaul in values and priorities that involves a great war for the Soul of this 
nation. What was once important in America is dramatically changing; old forms are dying and new forms are emerging. 
Past power structures are shifting in light of a newly unfolding story or paradigm that is changing the way we do 
business. Pluto transits involve a death and rebirth that is often protracted and challenging, Uranus brings radical change 
and a wake-up call that seems ‘out of the blue’ yet has been percolating since 2008 when Pluto first entered Capricorn 
during the world economic debacle. Under these transits, America is deciding who is in power and who will be running 
the show, so to speak. America’s Sun in Cancer says it is a nation “by the people and for the people” but it is undecided 
whether the will of the people will prevail during this dark moment. Clearly, transiting Pluto opposite the USA Sun in 
Cancer and square natal Saturn in Libra over the past two years, along with transiting Uranus square the USA natal 
Mercury later this year, involves a great decision and turning point as a nation. The USA’s Sun in Cancer is conjunct the 
fixed star Sirius and although this battle is playing out in America, it involves a far greater battle between the material 
and spiritual forces in the world. Will we choose a higher way? Only time will tell.   
 
Interestingly, America’s ascendant and Saturn’s current position are aligned with the Great Attractor, a point in space 
that involves great mystery and an inescapable force that bends light to serve cosmic purpose; meaning things will not 
be what they appear to be at this time in the history of America. There are unforeseen forces and extreme eccentricities 
at play that cannot be factored into our limited human perception. For example, transiting Jupiter (the planet of travel) 
was exactly conjunct the Great Attractor the day the Titanic unexpectedly crashed into an iceberg.            
 
At the epicenter of American politics, 
Washington DC has a Pisces Sun, Moon in 
Cancer and a Virgo rising. Pertinent to this 
discussion, the ascendant is 2° Virgo which 
aligns with current positions of Regulus and 
Transpluto and a host of other transits that 
occurred in the heart of The Sphinx in 2015. 
The eighth house emphasis in both the 
national and capital horoscopes, and Taurus at 
the midheaven of the capital chart, indicate 
the large part that money, greed and 
materiality plays in the ethos and political 
landscape of both Washington DC and the 
United States. 
 
On Election Day in November, the progressed 
Sun and Moon of the DC horoscope will have 
just passed a conjunction of the Sun and Moon 
read at 5° Scorpio. The Sabian metaphor for 
this degree is: A massive rocky shore resists the 
pounding of the sea, indicating a monumental 
turning point that separates the sea from the 
land. Astrologer Dane Rudhyer describes this 
degree as “a formidable resistance to change 
in spite of great storms,”v with a keynote of 
STABILITY.  
 
The progressed Saturn and Ascendant of the 
Capital horoscope will also be conjunct at 14° 
Aries, corresponding to 15°Aries in Sabian 



symbology. This degree means: An Indian weaving a blanket, which suggests a longer process of weaving threads and 
pieces together and the skill required in completing ones task. Always life is a work in progress.   
 
There are many elements in the USA Capital horoscope, transits and progressions that will not be addressed here  
however the Jupiter return in Virgo could restore a semblance of order, or at the very least a coming together around 
common good in the latter half of August.           
 
Bernie Sanders 

Presidential candidate Bernie Sanders was born during the Second World War to poor Polish immigrants living in 
Brooklyn.  He has a Sun in Virgo with Moon in Aries and a Scorpio rising. He is a both a Viking and a Samurai warrior 
doing battle with the elements, courageously fighting on behalf of ordinary citizens and the common good. His Sun in 
Virgo and Moon in Aries blends earth and fire to give a 'scorched earth' quality to his physical appearance, life and 
temperament. His Mercury and Venus in Libra make him a spokesperson for and a lover of justice, equality and fairness 
for all. His natal Moon conjunct Mars in Aries imparts a fiery disposition that is courageous, bold and daring, pioneering, 
direct, and self-initiating. It focuses his attention one-pointedly on issues of power and leadership. He easily takes 
charge or charges ahead with an indomitable will that is somewhat offset by his Venus in Libra which softens his 
fearlessness with diplomacy and a deference for peace, harmony and right relations.  

His natal Sun, North Node and Neptune in 
the tenth house bring him before the 
public eye as both a humble public servant 
and a passionate leader. Sun-Neptune-
North Node in Virgo is the figure of an 
overly industrious person, an idealist with 
big hopes and dreams. This combination 
manifests as divine inspiration or a life of 
delusion depending on the evolution of the 
native. But in Sanders case he has a proven 
track record of persistence and consistency 
as a practical change maker not only as 
Mayor of Burlington but as a Congressman 
and a Vermont Senator. Senator Sanders 
has the highest approval ratings of any 
sitting Senator of the United States at this 
time. Sun-Neptune people are dreamers. 
They resist being labeled or defined and 
encompass a larger vision of life. They have 
compassion and a deep sense of mission 
and willingness to sacrifice personally for 
universal objectives. They can be lifelong 
devotees of a cause and especially those 
causes that benefit those who are 
marginalized in some way.  

A natal Saturn-Uranus conjunction 
opposite his ascendant reflects practical 
yet progressive goals and revolutionary 
ideas. Much like Jesus in the temple 
overthrowing the moneychangers, his natal 
Saturn in Taurus represents big banks and 
corporate greed while his Uranus in Gemini is intent on breaking them up in service to democracy and the good of 
humanity.   



Bernie Sanders announced his candidacy for President in May of 2015 when transiting Uranus first aligned with his 
Moon in Aries, kicking off a series of conjunctions of transiting Uranus to his Moon and Mars between May of 2015 and 
May of 2017.  These Uranus transits and transiting Jupiter and North Node in Virgo conjunct his natal Sun and North 
Node in Jupiter are fueling his ascendancy and rising momentum and amplifying his bold message that may seem radical 
to some, yet speaks to the heart of a populace that is ready for a more dramatic shift from the status quo. His revolution 
is a people’s revolution which Uranus epitomizes, and his soul ruler, Mars in Aries, is ‘bern-ing’ with the desire to strike a 
death blow to outworn structures. Transiting Jupiter in Virgo buoys his campaign with a growing visibility and an 
undeniable momentum that is bringing people together in common effort. However, his progressed ascendant opposite 
natal Pluto places him at odds with the collective dweller, the material forces of big money, corporate power and greed. 
Both his natal Sun, North Node and Neptune are conjunct natal Neptune in the USA horoscope, connoting a man who is 
fighting for the Soul of America and channeling higher ideals and the promise of what is possible, whether that 
manifests now or in the future.      

Will his ideas, his fervor and passion, awaken the slumbering masses to a new vision and a new reality? On Election Day, 
the transiting North Node in Virgo will be conjunct his midheaven while his progressed natal midheaven is conjunct his 
ascendant, empowering his soul purpose and the overall direction of his life’s work as a champion of the people. His 
progressed Sun at 00° Sagittarius will be opposite his natal Uranus boding well for the popular vote and bringing him 
into a closer and more direct relationship with the ideals he has always fought for. This entire year is a triumphant 
moment in his soul evolution that begins a whole new chapter in his life at this time, however transiting Neptune in 
Pisces conjunct the South Node on his fourth house cusp can indicate ascendancy or dissipation based on the will of the 
people. Neptune is the soul ruler of the fourth house bringing changes that may serve a higher purpose, where one 
makes the ultimate personal sacrifice of being strangely exiled from their earlier foundations, family or home life, or 
dissipates in a sea of failed hopes and dreams. His progressed Mercury in Capricorn will be opposite the USA natal 
Mercury in Cancer this year, so regardless of the outcome of the elections, the power of his message will be 
remembered well into the future and has made a definite imprint. At the very least, he will be remembered much like 
John the Baptist, as a true way-shower.   

Donald Trump 

Donald Trump is a well-known American businessman and reality TV personality. He is a native of New York City and the 
son of Fred Trump, a wealthy New York multi-millionaire who was a real estate developer and owner of a large 
construction company. Both of Donald Trump’s parents were first generation German immigrants. The elder Trump 
turned over his entire company to Donald in 1974 when he was only 28 years old and experiencing his first Saturn 
return.  

Interestingly, Donald Trump ran for President of the United States in 2000 when he conducted an exploratory campaign 
and won two Reform Party primaries. In June 2015, Trump again announced his candidacy for president in the 2016 
election, and his campaign for the Republican nomination has drawn widespread media coverage partly due to his 
controversial statements and policy positions. Trump is currently the front runner in the Republican primaries by a fairly 
wide margin in spite of his antics and outrageous behavior that seem to embolden him and his constituents, furthering 
his power mongering and divisive agenda.  

Trump is a Sun in Gemini with a Moon in Sagittarius and Leo rising. Mars in Leo is conjunct his ascendant fueling his 
flamboyant and theatrical presence. Trump epitomizes the immature Leo rising nature. He is arrogant, bombastic, with a 
false sense of bravado that is very attention seeking. His Mars feeds a tendency toward aggressive behavior, 
impulsiveness, competitiveness, and a sharpness to his persona that seems to enjoy being vicious or cruel for 
entertainment. It is no surprise that his catch phrase on his reality TV show, “The Apprentice” is “You’re fired!” because 
he loves and is quite successful at firing people up.  

Like Bernie Sanders, Trump’s Sun is in the tenth house bringing public visibility, status and recognition. His Sun is in a 
waning conjunction to his natal North Node and Uranus in Gemini, underscoring changeability and a chameleon-like 
nature that shapes itself to the environment rather than being principled. Tenth house Suns are generally ambitious, but 
Gemini has a lighthearted, mercurial and fickle nature that is constantly fluctuating. His Moon in Sagittarius adds further 



restlessness and inflationary tendencies with elements of luck and grandiosity into the mix. He was born on a Full Moon 
with his Sun in Gemini opposite Moon in Sagittarius, a combination which is famously impatient and grandiose, with a 
tendency toward dangerous overestimations of oneself.  

A very big concern in Donald Trump’s horoscope 
is the complete lack of the earth element in his 
horoscope which causes him to be ungrounded 
and not anchored in reality. It also suggests 
difficulty in staying focused. The strong emphasis 
in air causes him to be up in the air or ‘blowing 
hot air’ on most issues, lacking the needed 
steadiness and perseverance to see things 
through to completion without changing his 
position. It is likely that he so restless and 
changeable that he leans into others to do the 
real work while he plays the role of kingpin. We 
see this manifesting in his association with 
Governor Chris Christie who has a Virgo Sun and 
who seems to be, for the moment, his new right 
hand man and anchor in his campaign for the 
Presidency.         

So what’s the big attraction? Donald Trump was 
born with the fixed star Regulus aligned with his 
Mars and ascendant, anointing him with a regal 
status from birth. He has an enormous capacity 
for showmanship and a desire for personal 
freedom that speaks right to the heart of those 
who are deeply fed up with a lack of personal 
liberty. He demonstrates the ability to ‘do his 
own thing’ or an ‘anything goes’ kind of attitude 
that speaks to those who desire total freedom 
of self-expression without interference. This is 
also supported by his progressed Uranus now 
conjunct his natal Sun, making him the radical 
‘outsider.’   

His natal Saturn and Venus in Cancer are conjunct America’s natal Mercury in Cancer, which is why he is seizing control 
of the national conversation and narrative and why the media is unwittingly being drawn into his hostile takeover. 
Saturn has a way of shutting down the ideas and opinions of Mercury through criticism and belittling, which can also 
have a demoralizing effect. In the interplay, Saturn tends to ignore, interrupt, divert or criticize; causing Mercury to be 
overshadowed—a dynamic that is quite palpable in the national discourse involving Trump.  

Trump’s ascendant is directly opposite the nation’s Moon and Black Moon Lilith in Aquarius, which draws and attracts a 
large segment of the nation’s population who are very disenfranchised and disempowered. In him they see outer, visible 
signs of might and strength that are more characteristic of a neighborhood bully than a true leader. It is important to 
remember that this group sees Obama’s style of leadership (another Leo) as weak. Leo is all about heart, yet the 
unevolved Leo can be heart-less or so lacking in love in their lives that they seek attention to fill a desperate void.  

His natal Saturn and Venus in Cancer speaks to a lack of true nurturance in his early life that is likely causing him to seek 
the White House as another prize or acquisition to feed his deep-seated insecurities or emotional problems rather than 
an opportunity to be of service and govern. America’s natal Moon and Black Moon Lilith in Aquarius directly opposite his 



ascendant would most likely feed and attract the most horrific and broken elements of our nation’s psyche who are in 
exile, as demonstrated by the enthusiastic endorsement of his candidacy by the Ku Klux Klan and other hate groups.    

Over this election cycle, Trump’s astrology carries tremendous momentum. His progressed ascendant and Jupiter are 
conjunct the fixed star Spica which normally grants favorability and honor, yet it also squares his natal Saturn and Venus 
and America’s natal Mercury. When Spica is under affliction like this there can be a rapid rise in power followed by a 
downfall with a rather tragic ending. As the star of the grain harvest, Spica promises material success, yet it comes with 
a word of warning that whosoever attempts to reap what one has not properly cultivated or truly earned, or uses it 
recklessly, or denies others their fair share of good fortune, falls from grace. On Election Day his progressed Moon will 
be conjunct his natal Saturn, square his progressed ascendant point on Spica, which does not bode well for his success. 
And immediately following the election, transiting Saturn will conjunct his Moon and oppose his Sun, indicating a period 
of deflation and personal challenge, testing and self-examination. These latter transits are often associated with a reality 
check, personal disappointment or loss.  

Upon reflection, there are far too many variables at play to predict the outcome of this presidential election. Hillary 
Clinton’s astrology also indicates success and influence this year, and underscores her strength in implementing plans. 
The Greek origin of the word ‘politics’ means “of, for, or relating to citizens.” Hence, each candidate is uniquely both a 
manifestation and a representative of the collective psyche and it will be up to us to clarify our consciousness in terms of 
who we are and what we stand for, and which mythos we identify with individually and as a nation. Clearly this is a 
defining moment in history and our thoughts and actions have a huge part to play in creating reality. Let us lean into the 
overlighting Virgo archetype and one another, demonstrating loving presence and mindfulness in our thoughts and 
actions, as we shield, nurture and protect the emerging Light of the World. Together, let us put forth and hold a clear 
intention not to focus on being against things, but rather for what is highest and best and ultimately serves the common 
good and the greatest number.   
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If you would like to learn more about how the astrology of this year figures into your life, please contact Jan to 
schedule an appointment. Email janajo9@cs.com or call 610-200-4616, or visit her website at 

http://www.astrologerjandetrich.com/ 
.  
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