
“You cannot swim for new 

horizons until you have courage 

to lose sight of the shore.”  
                                                -William Faulkner 

 

  

 

Principal’s Corner September 

4th-11th  
 

Merrill Students and Families, 

 

This year at Merrill, we have assigned our 

Administrators to specific grade levels.   

 

Mr. Stringer – 8th Grade 

Ms. Rau – 7th Grade  

Ms. Wickham – 6th Grade 

 

I will assist in overseeing all grade levels. 

 

The grade level administrator supports all student needs, 

academic, social or otherwise.  They consult with our Restorative 

Approach Coordinator on all discipline issues. If you have any 

questions please contact the appropriate Administrator. 

 

Student schedules are currently in the process of being finalized by 

our administrative team.   We have been very intentional on 

looking at several data points as we place students into 

classes.   Due to our 8th grade enrollment we will be shifting some 

classes which may result in schedule changes.  We are working 

diligently to keep the changes to a minimum for our students and 

teachers.  All 8th grade schedules will be finalized by September 

21st.   

 

Thank you for your continued support of our school and 

community! 

-Amy Bringedahl; Principal 

 

Labor Day 
 

September 7th  

No School 

 

 

Athletics 
 

Boys Soccer  

September 8th  

4:00 at Henry Middle School 

 

Softball  

September 8th  

4:00 at Henry Middle School 

 

Cross Country 

September 11th  

4:00 at Harvard Gulch 
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Mark Your Calendar 
September 7th  

Labor Day – NO SCHOOL 
September 14th-18th  

Spirit Week (more info to come) 

 pm 6:00-pm 4:30 th17September  
CSC Meeting in the Library 

September 17th 6:15 pm-7:30 pm 
PTO Meeting in the Library 

TBD thSeptember 30 
ELA PAC Event 

 

Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up 
 

Students may arrive at school as early as 7:30 AM, and should be dropped off on Iowa, which is on 

the south side of the building.  Students will walk from Iowa to our blacktop, where all students line 

up in the morning for school.   

 

Students may be picked up in front of the school on Monroe at 3:35 PM. Please note that C3 

parents are picking their students up on Monroe starting at 2:45. The parking lots on the north side 

(off Florida) and south side (off Iowa) are for staff only. Please do not use it to park. Thank you. 

 

Former Merrill Student is Honored with the Mayor 
 

 

On Saturday, August 29th, former Merrill Dance student, Zyen Smith, was 

awarded an Honor Student Scholarship for his excellence in training, 

attitude and leadership at the Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Summer 

Intensive. Zyen was one of 4 students of the 600 students enrolled at 

CPRD to receive this honor. His dedication, passion and maturity shined 

through as he stood on stage and as he received congratulations from 

Denver Mayor Hancock after the event.   

 

Much thanks to the faculty and staff of Merrill for fundraising to make 

sure Zyen and his mom could attend. Men's Warehouse of Cherry 

Creek also generously donated the rental of Zyen's tuxedo.  

 

 

Stay Connected with Social Media 

 

 
Don’t miss out on what happens on a daily basis at Merrill. 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram (MERRILL_JAGUARS) and 

twitter (@merrill_jaguars). 
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The Sports Page 
 

 

 

We had an amazing showing for this week’s tryouts! Our fields 

will be lively this fall, for sure! Thank you to all of our student 

athletes, present and future for the work you all put in. 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Games 

 

Boys Soccer 

September 8th 
4:00 pm at Henry Middle School 

Softball 

September 8th 
4:00 pm at Henry Middle School 

Cross Country 

September 11th 
4:00 pm at Harvard Gulch 

 

Excellence in Athletics 
 

The cross-country season kicked off this week with the 

Washington Park Invitational. With or 600 runners from around 

the city, the Merrill team looked sharp in their new uniforms. 

 

Additionally, two of our runners stood out with Top 10 finishes. 

Will Kotowski (7th grade) finished 10th with an overall time of 

6:12, and Osirus Smith finished 9th with an overall time of 6:11. 

They pushed each other hard the whole race. It was inspiring 

to see their teamwork! 
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Merrill Community Fund 

 

Want to support Merrill? Make a contribution to the Merrill Community 

Fund to enrich opportunities for students.  What can you give – $5, $25, 

$100, more? For more information, please visit 

http://merrill.dpsk12.org/mcf/.  

Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

Internationally Known and Respected 
 

While it’s known in the city of Denver that Merrill Middle 

School has some of the best teachers and students, we 

are now being recognized internationally! 

On Wednesday of this week, we hosted 13 middle 

school and high school teachers from Japan. They 

spent the summer studying best practices on teaching 

second language students at the University of Denver. 

As they wrapped up their studies, they heard about 

our school and the amazing things our teachers and 

students do, day in and day out. They had to visit! 

Again, we are so proud and will take advantage of 

any opportunity to show off! 

 

Thank You 
 

 

In the past week, our school has been on the receiving end of 

two gracious acts of kindness. Our teachers work hard, and 

happen to be huge Broncos fans. Because of our community’s 

generosity, 8 of our teachers were able to go to both Broncos 

games this week. We say it every day, and will continue to say 

it: We love our students, teachers and community. Your support 

means so much to us. Thank you! 

 

http://merrill.dpsk12.org/mcf/

