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The Resurrection: The Key to Understanding the Gospel (part 4 of 5) 
By Jim Fowler, contributing writer 
 

Word of God 
 

The "Word of God" is another concept often remaining in obscure textualization within Christian 
religion today. Some interpret "Word of God" to be God's decrees and pronouncements. Others 
explain it is a law or principle that God employed for expressed creativity. The predominant 
theory is that the "Word of God" is the written text of the Bible. 
 
Once again, the "key" to understanding the "Word of God" is only through the recognition of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the "Word of God!" "In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God" (John 1:1). "The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us" (John 1:14).  By His resurrection, Jesus became the ever-living Word, to express the 
divine Resurrection-life in Christians. They (Christians) are people who have "received the Word 
of God" (Acts 11:1; 1 Thess. 2:13), i.e. Jesus; who have been "born again through the living and 
enduring Word of God" (1 Peter 1:23), and in whom the "word of God abides" (1 John 2:14) and 
is "living and active" (Heb. 4:12). Jesus Christ, the risen and living "Word of God," expresses the 
life of God in us by His Resurrection-life. 
 

Gospel of God 
 

Even the concept of "gospel" is encrypted in the creeds and codes of religion. The historical 
narratives of Jesus' incarnated life are referred to as "gospels," and for some, that is the entire 
meaning of "gospel." For the other "gospel" is but a "salvation recipe," or the compilation of 
definitive doctrines dogmatically determined with theological precision to comprise an orthodox 
belief-system. Thus, some have referred to "the gospel according to Jesus" or the apostles or 
others (cf. John MacArthur). 
 
The gospel is Jesus! Jesus is the "good news!” The gospel is the good news of the dynamic life of 
the risen Lord Jesus restored to indwell man and function in man unto the glory of God. Christians 
are "called through the gospel" (2 Thess. 2:14), "begotten through the gospel" (1 Cor. 4:15, 
NKJV); they "participate in the gospel" (Phil. 1:5); they share in "the hope of the gospel" (Col. 
1:23). The gospel is the "gospel of Christ" (Rom. 15:19; 2 Cor. 10:14; Phil. 1:27; cf. 2 Thess. 1:8). 
The resurrection is the "key" to understanding the gospel, as the dynamic of the life of the risen 
Lord Jesus. That is the only "good news" there is for man. 
 

Salvation of God 
 

When the significance of something so crucial, as salvation, is suppressed in the symbolism of 
religion, it is a sad indictment upon those who are supposed to be interpreters and expositors. 
Salvation is often cast as a commodity, an eternal life package, a ticket to heaven; some "thing" 
that can be found, dispensed, acquired, that one can "get" or "possess." Salvation is portrayed 
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as a fire-insurance policy making one safe from hell, a political liberation making one safe from 
oppressors, a new-thought pattern making one safe from erroneous thinking. 
 
Jesus is the Savior! Jesus is salvation! Jesus is "the source of eternal salvation" (Heb. 5:9). 
There is "salvation in no other name" (Acts 4:12). The "salvation of God" is made available to all 
men in Christ (Luke 3:6; Acts 28:28). "For by grace, we are saved, through faith" (Eph. 2:5, 8). 
“The salvation, which is in Christ” (2 Tim. 2:10), is revealed only by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Salvation is the process whereby the Savior makes us safe from spiritual abuse, misuse, 
and dysfunction, in order to function as intended by the Resurrection-life of Jesus Christ. 
Salvation must never be disconnected from the on-going work of the Savior, from the "saving 
life of Christ" (Rom. 5:10). 

 
Blessing of God 

 
The "blessing of God" has been obscured by those who think only of "counting their many 
blessings" of material things and pleasant situations; by those who interpret God's "blessing" 
as numerically calculable results, productivity, and miracles; and by those who feel that God's 
"blessing" is a subjective sensation, a tickle of emotional excitement. 
 
In the old covenant, there was much reference to blessings and curses (cf. Deut. 28). They 
were but typological indicators that Jesus Christ would take upon Himself the curses and 
become to us all the blessings of God. Peter explains that "God raised up His Son and sent Him 
to bless" us (Acts 3:26), and that because Jesus is the seed of Abraham, by whom “all the 
families of the earth are blessed" (Acts 3:25; cf. Gal. 3:14), "God has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). We have "the fullness of the 
blessing of Christ" (Rom. 15:29). The Resurrection-life of Jesus Christ is God's "good word" 
(eu-logia), blessing, and God's activity in us. 
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