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Foothills Presbytery Highlights: 

Navigating Climate Activism in Seattle 
On July 14, 2016 By ecostewardsprogram  

by Vickie Machado (Eco-Steward alum and Program Leader) 

“The tide is rising and so are we…” 

In June, young adult leaders from around the country gathered in Seattle to reflect on how to navigate the 

environmental issues of the Pacific Northwest with regards to climate change and fossil fuel transport within the 

context of Christian faith. Collectively our group of seven EcoStewards and four leaders examined Pope 

Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’, On Care for Our Common Home. We reflected upon these words on the shores 

of Lake Washington and Bellingham Bay, while connecting them to the actions of many of the people and 

organizations we visited. 

Folks at the Sightline Institute introduced us to the danger coal trains pose to many small towns as cargo loads 

bring the possibility of explosions, coal dust, and traffic issues rather than the promise of local jobs. Earth 

Ministry discussed their push to engage churches in these issues primarily teaching churches to act as allies to 

local Native American tribes. Wednesday we met with the Backbone Campaign as they offered insight into 

artful activism and their success in the mass organization of kayaktivists to stop oil rigs and protest fossil fuel 

extraction and transport. And finally, the Lummi Nation graced us with their stories and wisdom as they shared 

the generations’ long fight for equality and their more recent move (and victory) to prevent construction of a 

coal terminal at Cherry Point. 

 In all of these instances, words from the encyclical and deeper understandings from our faith tradition appeared 

as we navigated how to serve God while caring for creation and our fellow brothers and sisters. We 

contemplated this call while meeting with others, communally preparing and sharing meals, singing songs, 

worshiping together, sharing our personal eco-faith journeys, exploring the city by public transit, and kayaking 

Puget Sound. Within this week we learned and grew from those around us, recognizing the impact we all have 

in our world and that it takes every bit of effort to make a difference. The tide may be rising, but as Rabbi 

Shochana Meira Friedman’s song says, “the world is ready and so are we.” 

 

Presbyterians for Earth Care  (PEC) 

E a r t h  - Earth Action, Reflection, Theology and Hope 

www.foothillspresbytery.org              Manella Calhoun mhc@clemson.edu                             http://www.pcusa.org/environment/        
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https://ecostewardsprogram.wordpress.com/2016/07/14/navigating-climate-activism-in-seattle/
https://ecostewardsprogram.wordpress.com/author/ecostewardsprogram/
http://laudatosiweek.org/
http://www.sightline.org/
http://earthministry.org/
http://earthministry.org/
http://www.backbonecampaign.org/
http://www.lummi-nsn.org/
http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/tribes-prevail-kill-proposed-coal-terminal-at-cherry-point/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oq7JxwBFJxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oq7JxwBFJxM
http://www.foothillspresbytery.org/
mailto:mhc@clemson.edu
http://www.pcusa.org/environment/
http://www.pcusa.org/environment/http:/www.pcusa.org/environment/
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Getting Out of the Corner 

by Curt Kairns  

Recently Mark Lattime, Alaska bishop for the Episcopalian Church, invited me as Executive Presbyter of 

the Presbytery of Yukon to travel with him to Washington D.C.  Our purpose was to join with Christian 

advocates from five Christian agencies meeting with The White House Council on Environmental 

Quality.  The Council was exploring greater restrictions on oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge.  We were the Alaskans on the team, and we asked for a shift in the ethical and political 

conversation on the subject.  

  

We Alaskans find ourselves trapped in a corner.  Our families, friends and neighbors are so economically 

dependent on oil that we find discussion about restricting oil development difficult.  Indeed, Alaska’s 

economy traps Alaska’s congressional delegation into fighting for development, no matter what. 

  

This is true even though climate change is hitting Alaska faster and harder than any place else in the 

nation.  Alaskans may sound like science deniers, but really we are just trapped in a corner.  Alaska, and 

others (West Virginia coal miners?), really cannot deal with the level of change our country needs from us 

without help. 

  

This is an issue we Christians need to speak out on.  Genesis 2 tells us that creation care and people 

care are of equal importance.  Choosing one ethical value over the other may fit partisan politics, but 

deep ethics—ethics inspired by the transforming power of God—holds both values together. 

  

This is a time for deeper ethics rather than that of partisan politics.  We are in an important historical 

moment, so let us see it for what it is.  This is not a people versus nature moment.  This is the moment 

when God is reminding us that we are related to all of creation.  Loving our neighbor therefore means 

earth care and people care go hand-in-hand.   

  

What will this look like politically?  This same issue caused the UN to form the Green Climate 

Fund.  Surely, deep ethics can affect domestic policy, too. 

 On our part, Mark and I invited leaders from four other denominations to join us in this work.  Together, 

we are speaking to our churches and to power structures across the state about the importance of this 

moment, and the importance of effective policies informed by an ethic of earth care AND people 

care.     It is time to reframe the issue, so no one is fighting from a corner.  

http://presbyearthcare.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=94dcfb8518&e=4ea5ab5cef
http://presbyearthcare.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=94dcfb8518&e=4ea5ab5cef
http://presbyearthcare.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=6dd1c758a7&e=4ea5ab5cef
http://presbyearthcare.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=f7dc7e381a&e=4ea5ab5cef
http://presbyearthcare.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=79bff1cada&e=4ea5ab5cef
http://presbyearthcare.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=27cc45da1eea8e3fc1925d773&id=79bff1cada&e=4ea5ab5cef
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National Council of Churches of Christ - Eco-Justice Program Office  

http://www.creationjustice.org/  
 

SPOTLIGHT: SAVE THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. 

Right now, we have an unprecedented opportunity to permanently protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  The 

Gwich’in people, the Alaska Native community who have cared for the Refuge since time immemorial, have asked us to 

stand with them in their struggle to protect their way of life. The Gwich'in depend on porcupine caribou for daily 

sustenance. Porcupine caribou are so integrated into the life of the Gwich'in people that they have a story about how 

the Gwich'in and the porcupine caribou each share a piece of the other's heart. Oil exploration and drilling in the coastal 

plane of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would disrupt the birthing grounds of the porcupine caribou, which the 

Gwich'in call "the sacred place where life begins."  

Please sign and share a petition to stand with the Gwich'in and permanently protect the Arctic Refuge. Together with 

Gwich'in advocates, Creation Justice Ministries will hand deliver your signature to decision-makers in 

September 2016.   To print and share a paper version of the petition, download this PDF.  

 

Every Day is Earth Day!  

FEATURED RESOURCE: Care for God's Creatures   

Download for free. 

Get sermon starters, Christian education ideas, hymn suggestions, ideas to 

create habitat, advocacy tools, and more. 

 

 

 

 

http://creationjustice.org/creatures
http://www.creationjustice.org/
http://action.creationjustice.org/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=16905
http://www.creationjustice.org/uploads/2/5/4/6/25465131/arctic_refuge_petition.pdf
http://action.creationjustice.org/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup?signup_page_KEY=9683
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Interfaith Power & Light 

http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/ 

What you can do to help? 

Your State 

Locate IPL programs, activities, and resources in your state by visiting the affiliate websites.  

Take Action 

Write Congress, sign petitions, support stronger EPA standards. There are lots of things you can do right NOW to make 

the faith voice heard. 

Get Updates 

More and more people of faith are coming together to respond to the threat of climate change.  

                 
NASA's Earth Observatory Where every day is Earth day.  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/ 

The latest from NASA's Earth Observatory (12 July 2016) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Latest Images: 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/ 

 

* Climate Change May Shift or Shrink Penguin Habitat 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88352&src=eoa-iotd 

 

* Unusual Dust Off Chile 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88358&src=eoa-iotd 

 

* Paris at Night 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88348&src=eoa-iotd 

 

* Phytoplankton Bloom off New Jersey 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88340&src=eoa-iotd 

 

* Fog in the Bitterroot Mountains 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88334&src=eoa-iotd 

 

* Automating the Detection of Landslides 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88319&src=eoa-iotd 

http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/
http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/about/state/
http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/about/state/
http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/public-policy/take-action/
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/o/50836/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup?signup_page_KEY=7451
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88352&src=eoa-iotd
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88358&src=eoa-iotd
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88348&src=eoa-iotd
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88340&src=eoa-iotd
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88334&src=eoa-iotd
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88319&src=eoa-iotd
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* Typhoon Nepartak 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88326&src=eoa-iotd 

 

* Bloom in Lake Okeechobee 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88311&src=eoa-iotd 

 

-------------------- 

 

Recent Blog Posts: 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/ 

 

Earth Matters 

* Research Roundup: The Latest on Methane 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/earthmatters/?p=6212&src=eoa-blogs 

 

Notes from the Field 

* Successful Camp Put In! 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/fromthefield/?p=7819&src=eoa-blogs 

 

* Understanding Drainage Efficiency of the Greenland Ice Sheet Ablation Zone 

  http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/fromthefield/?p=7808&src=eoa-blogs 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NASA's Earth Observatory 

Where every day is Earth day. 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/ 

        

 

 

 

Road-tripping this summer? Make nature your destination. 

 

All month we're sharing the top 31 Conservancy preserves that make great stops for your next family vacation. Follow 

along on our interactive virtual road trip map for inspiration for your summer adventure. 

 

Start off with stops at a Jersey Shore birding hot spot, a blueberry-picking destination, and an expansive prairie 

landscape where bison roam free. As you make your way west, explore a hidden preserve just 15 miles from 

Yellowstone (keep an eye out for moose!), check out some living sculptures along the banks of Nevada's Truckee River 

and wander among prairies dotted with wildflowers. 

 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88326&src=eoa-iotd
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=88311&src=eoa-iotd
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/earthmatters/?p=6212&src=eoa-blogs
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/fromthefield/?p=7819&src=eoa-blogs
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/blogs/fromthefield/?p=7808&src=eoa-blogs
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/
http://support.nature.org/site/R?i=V3SZsF8FXOZYnWKoan5isQ
http://support.nature.org/site/R?i=8gHhwZwYgvX95k2DSJHvAw
http://support.nature.org/site/R?i=8gHhwZwYgvX95k2DSJHvAw
http://support.nature.org/site/R?i=uF7XyeoSgRNMElTUvU3jLg
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From grasslands to mountain peaks to coral reefs, your support is helping save treasured natural places across the 

country. Many of them make wonderful road trip destinations, especially for those craving an adventure that's off the 

beaten path. 

 

Whether you follow along with us online or pack up the car and venture out to a preserve yourself, you can see the 

tangible difference you're making for nature. If you are on Instagram or Twitter, follow along by searching the hashtag 

#NaturesRoadtrip. 

 

Wherever the road takes you this summer, we hope you enjoy fresh air, warm sunshine and safe travels. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah Bradley 

Online Community Manager 

The Nature Conservancy 

 

p.s. There are some easy ways you can lessen your impact and make your road trip trip eco-friendly for the whole 

family. Read some recommendations on how to green your family vacation. 

http://justiceunbound.org/  Unbound: An Interactive Journal of Christian Social Justice 

https://www.facebook.com/UnboundJustice?ref=stream&hc_location=stream              (PC USA)  

Categories: 

 Action Alerts  
 Action News  
 Archives  
 Art  
 Blogs  
 Book Reviews  
 Christian Education  
 Compassion, Peace, and Justice Unbound  
 Current Issue  
 Editor Chris Iosso Unbound  
 Editor Ginna Bairby Unbound  
 Editor Ginna Bairby Unbound  
 Events  
 Fast for Fair Food  
 Featured Congregations and Organizations  
 Former Editor Patrick Heery Unbound  
 Interviews  
 Journal  

http://support.nature.org/site/R?i=g2_PXikEyOwM1rsxGqg2wA
http://support.nature.org/site/R?i=e_eqvsxFoEODDoHOwbNffQ
http://support.nature.org/site/R?i=xjaMbxdPl1XTvVn5x8ddSw
http://justiceunbound.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UnboundJustice?ref=stream&hc_location=stream
https://www.facebook.com/UnboundJustice?ref=stream&hc_location=stream
http://justiceunbound.org/category/action-alerts/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/action-alerts/action-news/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/journal/archives/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/culture/art/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/book-reviews/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/resources-2/christian-education/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/cpj-unbound/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/journal/current-issue/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/editor-corner/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/editor-ginna-bairby-unbound/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/editor-ginna-bairby-unbound-unbound-blogs/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/events/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/fast-for-fair-food/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/featured-groups/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/binding-wounds-unbinding-chains/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/action-alerts/interviews/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/journal/
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 Life of the PC(USA)  
 Music  
 Music, Art, Poetry, and Photos  
 Photos  
 Podcasts  
 Poetry  
 Resources  
 Seminary Students Unbound  
 Site News  
 Video  
 Videos & Podcasts  
 Worship  

  

Upstate Update     
  
  
Upstate Forever 

 

 

Improve Stormwater & Wastewater Management 

Conventional stormwater management is designed with a single goal in mind: to transport stormwater away from 

where it falls as rapidly and efficiently as possible.  From rooftops to downspouts to gutters to storm drains, a 

conventional system does a great job of moving stormwater, but certainly does not solve the problems.  Poorly 

managed stormwater runoff in both rural and urban settings can lead to increases in bacteria and nutrients 

infiltrating the water system at a higher frequency.  This becomes more obvious as the number of impaired 

streams in our region continues to rise. 

Wastewater discharges can also be a concern for water quality.  Limited sewer availability in rural areas, faulty 

septic tanks, and discharges from wastewater treatment plants can lead to increased levels of nutrients and 

bacteria in our streams. 

Conservation Agreements 

A conservation agreement (also called a conservation easement) is a voluntary agreement between a landowner 

and a qualified land trust, which allows the landowner to legally restrict certain undesirable land uses from 

occurring on their property. 

This agreement is permanent and remains with the land even after it has been sold or 

willed to heirs. Conservation agreements typically prevent land uses such as 

residential subdivisions, commercial or industrial operations, and mining, while 

allowing traditional rural land uses, such as farming, grazing, hunting, and timbering 

to continue. The terms of a conservation agreement are negotiated around the kitchen 

table, and vary greatly depending on the landowner’s plans for their property. A 

conservation agreement never allows public access, unless it is the express desire of 

the landowner for it to do so. 

http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/life-of-the-pcusa/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/culture/music/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/culture/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/culture/photos/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/videos-podcasts/podcasts/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/culture/poetry/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/resources-2/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/unbound-blogs/seminary-students-unbound/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/site-news/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/videos-podcasts/video/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/videos-podcasts/
http://justiceunbound.org/category/resources-2/worship/


  Page 8 of 9 

 

If you own land with important natural or historic resources, a voluntary 

conservation agreement can protect the land you love while you 

continue to own and manage it for traditional uses like farming or a 

family residence. You may also realize significant tax benefits. 

If you are interested in learning more about the initial steps in exploring 

whether a conservation agreement is right for you, your family and your 

land, call Upstate Forever’s Land Trust staff at 864-250-0500 ext. 26 or 

23 or see Frequently Asked Questions: What are the first steps I 

should take? 

 

Events 

Upstate Forever's Fifth Annual Preservation Ride 

Saturday, September 17, 7:00am - 3:00pm 

Strawberry Hill, Chesnee 

Join Upstate Forever on Saturday, September 17 at the 5th Annual Preservation Ride, one of the most popular 

and definitely the MOST beautiful cycling ride in the Upstate.   REGISTER NOW! - ONLY $40. The Preservation 

Ride is a great way for you to show your support for one of the Upstate's most respected and effective 

conservation organizations. Upstate Forever's cycling event will start and finish at Strawberry Hill USA. Three 

Great Updated Courses: Upstate Forever's Preservation Ride is a great way for cyclists of all ability levels to get 

together and ride some of the most scenic and spectacular routes in the Upstate of South Carolina. To celebrate 

our 5th Annual Preservation Ride we are updating some of our courses to give you a different look, while 

keeping the beautiful scenery everyone loves so much! For more info go to: 

http://www.upstateforever.org/preservation-ride 

 

Resources and Opportunities 

 

Online accessibility to locate parks statewide (city, county, state, and federal parks) and for all 

states:  www.recreationparks.net/SC 

          www.recreationparks.net/”state” 

Online accessibility to locate trails, parks, recreational facilities, farmers markets:   

        http://letsgosc.org. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MhDASxi3BkjyM24rkPbhjnf_SH1B5E0xk9fdqxXUL_2GkY7A2CgvDgxqxZWyGJMkxvtin5uEHcxsrX377tK-sX33LZadlw4snbvcbR61F8ia1iDx3g7sC1tj3p6qZOE2tEMOqihCIohu4ZczrwPBG75gOucIL7U0zXLF-hcIG4J_XInrtEFFssuDPnj_eCGlXAwSL0kyfNg=&c=Eik8JH15ue4UFTrTmlFXVNrQvQM4qYuqY9mCB4Ixk8jxSxMliEdWvg==&ch=2fBhgnzT5sToGfdNBdGGnN39UCybjgyfQPJsTRtzZZJIO_Ao4757pQ==
http://www.recreationparks.net/SC
http://www.recreationparks.net/
http://letsgosc.org/
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Want to find local produce and free range beef and chicken products, check out the website: 

http://www.certifiedscgrown.com/.  This website allows a search by SC county and type of 

products, other options as well.  The Certified South Carolina program is an exciting cooperative 

effort among producers, processors, wholesalers, retailers and the South Carolina Department of 

Agriculture (SCDA) to brand and promote South Carolina products. Our goal is for consumers to be 

able to easily identify, find and buy South Carolina products. 

 

The National Wildlife Federation has a sponsored tool. Explore the outdoors! Find parks, trails, 

and other nature sites and events. Easy to use, enter zip code and number of miles you wish to 

explore at the time. http://www.nwf.org/naturefind/ 

 
Join in on Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Stewardship-of-Creation-Foothills-Presbytery-

SC/138564229544090?ref=hl 

 

http://www.certifiedscgrown.com/
http://www.nwf.org/naturefind/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Stewardship-of-Creation-Foothills-Presbytery-SC/138564229544090?ref=hl
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Stewardship-of-Creation-Foothills-Presbytery-SC/138564229544090?ref=hl

