
 

 

New Positions in Theological Education Funds 
Development at the Presbyterian Foundation 
 
 
(Jeffersonville, IN) December 11, 2014 – Acting on the recommendation of 
the Special Committee on Funding Theological Institutions at the 221st 

General Assembly, the Presbyterian Foundation has created two positions for Theological Education 
Funds Development.  The appointment of these new positions will coincide with the move of the 
Theological Education Fund from the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) to the Foundation on January 
1, 2015. 
 
The Foundation is pleased to announce that Rev. Dr. Lee Hinson-Hasty has accepted the position as 
Senior Director and Rev. Nancy Benson-Nicol as Associate Director for Theological Education Funds 
Development. 
 
“Theological education is one of the great gifts the Presbyterian Church has to offer,” said Rev. Dr. Tom 
Taylor, president of the Foundation. “Adding the development expertise and stewardship services of the 
Foundation to the ongoing fundraising efforts of the Committee on Theological Education makes for a 
natural alignment of mission and skills. We’re excited to join in this effort, and to welcome Lee and 
Nancy to our staff.” 
  
 
The Rev. Jeffrey F. Bullock, President of the University of Dubuque and chair of the Committee on 
Theological Education (COTE) and the Rev. Mindy Douglas, organizing pastor of Chapel in the Pines 
Presbyterian Church and vice chair of the COTE, released these comments: 

 “The Committee on Theological Education has been capably led by the Rev. Dr. Lee Hinson-Hasty 
as the Coordinator for Theological Education and Seminary Relations for nearly a decade.  He has 
provided faithful, wise, and visionary leadership during a time of rapid change in culture, 
technology, education, and giving-patterns.  We are thrilled that his gifts will now be used in this 
new position as the Senior Director of Theological Education Funds Development.  In this 
position, Dr. Hinson-Hasty will continue to be a voice and an advocate for theological education 
across the denomination and will build excitement and support through his own obvious passion 
regarding the importance of theological education to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

The Committee on Theological Education is also excited to have Nancy Benson-Nicol as the new 
Associate Director for Theological Education Funds Development and Seminary Support Network 
Officer.  Her work with the Seminary Support Network over the past year has been invaluable as 
she has given members of the network the resources and support they need to keep our synods, 



presbyteries, and congregations informed about the exciting growth, education, and preparation 
for ministry happening in our ten Presbyterian theological institutions and our two partner 
institutions.  

We are grateful for the friend-raising and fundraising gifts that both Lee and Nancy bring to 
these positions.  In these roles they support the ongoing commitment of the Presbyterian (U.S.A.) 
to theological education.  The Committee on Theological Education looks forward to a 
denominational strengthening of that commitment through the leadership and faithfulness Lee 
and Nancy bring to these new positions.” 

 
Hinson-Hasty has been the coordinator for Theological Education and Seminary Relations from 2005-
2014 and has served as the lead staff person for the Committee on Theological Education of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) for the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  Ordained in 1995, he has served as a 
campus minister and pastor in Virginia and as director of church relations at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
College in North Carolina.  Hinson-Hasty actively engages in dialogue, study and initiatives that foster 
relationship and leadership development in the church and academy including on his blog, “A More 
Expansive View: Encounters with Presbyterians and our Seminaries.” 
 
Benson-Nicol most recently served as the Associate for Theological Education Funds Development with 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency and was also formerly an Associate for Gender and Racial Justice, also 
with the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  She is the author of the 2012-2013 Presbyterian Women 
Horizons Bible study, Dispatches to God’s Household: The General Epistles.  She was profiled in 
Presbyterians Today’s “40 Under 40: Ones to Watch” lead story in July 2004. Ordained as a Lilly Resident 
at First PC (USA) Ann Arbor, MI, Nancy went on to serve as Associate Pastor at First United in 
Fayetteville, AR and Chaplain at the University of the Ozarks, AR before moving to Louisville in early 
2013. 
 
 
History of the Committee on Theological Education (COTE) and Theological Education Fund (TEF) 
 
The 198th General Assembly (1986) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) established the Committee on 
Theological Education (COTE) and proposed the creation of a Theological Education Fund (TEF) to be 
raised from congregations for the education of present and future ministers and educators of the 
Church.  The Theological Education Fund was subsequently created and COTE was charged with 
administering it and preparing an appropriate formula for disbursements of monies from it to fund the 
theological institutions related to the PCUSA.  COTE was also charged with advocating for their financial 
support. 
 
After a continued pattern of decline in receipts for the Theological Education the 220th General 
Assembly (2012) of the PCUSA directed that a Special Committee on Funding Theological Institutions be 
appointed “with a charge to review the funding relationship of theological institutions to the General 
Assembly and the church, and to propose any needed changes, including a strengthened funding 
mechanism for the support of theological institutions by the church.”  
 



The Special Committee made its report to the 221st General Assembly (2014), which was approved. 
While recommending the transfer of the Theological Education Fund to the Foundation, the Special 
Committee Report also affirmed the importance of maintaining through COTE the General Assembly’s 
ministries and relationships with the PCUSA-related seminaries.  The Special Committee Report 
recommended that the responsibility for the PCUSA’s relationship with PCUSA seminaries continue to be 
lodged under COTE, and that program support for COTE continue to be provided by Theology, Worship 
and Education (within PMA) .  The Special Committee Report recommended that the Theological 
Education Fund be transferred to the Foundation due to a more favorable cost structure to manage the 
fund. It also recommended that COTE be the advisor to the Foundation concerning the Fund and 
continue to be the General Assembly’s primary instrument for interpreting to PCUSA congregations the 
importance of the church’s seminaries.  
 
The committee noted that the fundraising atmosphere has shifted significantly over the last two 
decades and, therefore, a dedicated professional in this area is needed if efforts to increase funding for 
theological education are to be successful. The PMA has affirmed to the special committee that a full-
time funds development position focused exclusively on raising financial support for PC (USA) 
seminaries will be helpful for funds development efforts. 

Two new positions in Funds Development were created and will be located at the Presbyterian 
Foundation. The Foundation agreed to share its expertise in funds development with the development 
staff of the Theological Education Fund. COTE will be responsible for setting performance metrics, 
monitoring performance against those metrics and recommending personnel actions to the Foundation. 
The Foundation will be responsible for providing personnel with tools, systems, and resources and for 
implementing personnel actions as recommended by COTE. 

***************** 

The Presbyterian Foundation provides an opportunity for congregations, institutions and individuals to 
affect positive change in the world with their accumulated assets in accordance with their Christian 
principles and values. For over two hundred years, the Presbyterian Foundation has served the Church 
in this capacity by exploring innovative ways to fund Christ’s mission. 
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