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A Summer of Listening to the Voice of Vocation for College Students 

Five racially diverse college students representing four churches of Foothills Presbytery have been 
participating in the summer internship program entitled “Speak, for Your Servant is Listening” (I Samuel 
3:10) coordinated by John Knox Presbyterian Church.    In an effort to help identify gifts for ministry and 
leadership and discern God’s call and vocation, these students are engaging in various spiritual practices 
including  journaling, Lectio Divina and Clearness Committees.    

This ministry is a witness of the diversity of the congregations of Foothills Presbytery and the unity we 
find as sisters and brothers of Christ.   As pictured, the interns are (left to right): 

• Sung Min Kin, member of the Galilee Korean Presbyterian Church and interning at St. Giles 
Presbyterian Church and volunteering at St Francis Hospitals, mentored by David Howell, Stated 
Supply of Second Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg  

• Lal Tan, member of the Greenville Chin Presbyterian Church interning some at St. Giles  and 
volunteering at St. Francis Hospitals, mentored by Jennifer Fouse Sheorn, Stated Supply 
Associate Pastor at Fourth Presbyterian Church    

• Bette Klauber, member of John Knox Presbyterian Church and interning at John Knox, mentored 
by Gordon Turnbull, Sr. Pastor of John Knox 

• Jessica Meggs, member of John Knox and interning with Greer Relief, mentored by Caroline 
Robertson, Executive Director of Greer Relief and member at John Knox    

• Brennon Adams, member of Salem Presbyterian Church in Anderson and interning at Salem, 
mentored by his co-pastors Rose and Mashon Nance 
(The future intern pictured is Bailey, daughter of Jennifer Fouse Sheorn and her husband Dean) 

The Director of the Summer Program is Joseph Gaston, former Associate Pastor at John Knox, now 
Chaplain of the Foothills Retirement Community in Easley.  Matt Matthews, Sr. Pastor of the St.Giles 
Church, is the Associate Director.  Kathryn McElveen, UMC Pastor from Travelers Rest and Brian 
Braganza from Nova Scotia are Center for Courage &Renewal Facilitators who lead two retreat with 
interns and mentors.      
 
We welcome contributions to fund this summers program and provide seed money for the program to 
continue next summer Contributions may be payable to John Knox, marked “College Internship 
Ministry”, 35 Shannon Drive, Greenville, SC, 29615. For more information about the ministry, especially 
for next summer, please contact Joseph Gaston, 864-404-8427 (mobile),  
joseph.gaston@preshomesc.org. 

The opening Circle of Trust Retreat, Listening to the Voice of Vocation, was held May 11-13.   These 
retreats are based upon the Circle of Trust® approach , developed by Parker J.Palmer and the Center for 
Courage & Renewal. Circles of Trust create a process of shared exploration that creates a safe space for 
nurturing our personal and professional integrity and the courage to act on it.  To learn more about this 
approach go to http://www.couragerenewal.org/approach.    
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This pilot project is made possible by a grant from the Forum for Theological Exploration (FTE), funds 
designated by the  John Knox Session, and  individual contributions in partnership with the Center for 
Courage & Renewal.  FTE works with local congregations to engage young adults in vocational 
exploration and discernment for ministry.   To learn more about FTE go to:  http://fteleaders.org/. 
 

Please see the following link for a little insight into the experience of 
one of the interns, Jessica Meggs:  

https://trustwithoutbordersblog.wordpress.com/2016/06/17/living-
into-it/ 
For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28 NRSV) 

If we are willing to embrace the challenge of becoming whole, we cannot embrace it alone—at least,not 
for long: we need trustworthy relationships to sustain us, tenacious communities of support, to sustain 
the journey toward an undivided life. Taking an inner journey toward rejoining soul and role requires a 
rare but real form of community that I call a “circle of trust.” 
—Parker J. Palmer, A Hidden Wholeness (adapted) 
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