Freedom Tour 2013                                                                                                                                                Amanda Onwenu
"In 2013 I had the amazing opportunity of attending the Freedom Tour and it was an experience that changed my life for the better. I was at first hesitant about going on the Tour because at the time I was just an unaware teen that didn't realize how important my history really was. It took me a while to come to the decision until I finally decided, "Hey, maybe the tour wouldn't be so bad after all." To my surprise it was one of the best things that could've ever happened to me. 
On the tour I learned so much about my history that I never before had even heard of. In school, textbooks only teach about Martin Luther King Jr, and Rosa Parks, and a little bit of Malcolm X. But on the tour I learned about influential people who devoted their lives to the fight for Civil Rights such as Viola Liuzzo, James Chaney, Medgar Evers, Diane Nash, and many, many more people. On the tour I also got the chance to go through a nonviolence training program which is still beneficial to me today. It's been three years since the tour and I am now a sophomore in college at the University of Michigan. At my school, my race is only 4.2% of the population and it is filled with people of many different places. Some of those places in which racism is just as prevalent as it was in the 1950's, which means that there are times where I have to put to use those nonviolence training skills I gained during the freedom tour in order to avoid conflict with other students who feel they have the need to voice their racist comments. Due to situations like these I joined an organization at my school called Black Uplift. And don't let the name steer you away, because we are welcoming to everyone not matter the color of your skin. But we do focus on uplifting the members of the black community, due to it being so little of us, in order to make our years in college easier and comfortable.
The Freedom Tour didn't just teach me how to avoid violence, it also taught me how to come together with others for the greater good. On the tour we learned about how groups came together to fight for civil rights no matter the color of their skin. And on the tour we practiced just that. The freedom tour was very diverse, filled with people from different places but still when it came time to come together and march across Edmund Pettus Bridge, or clean a park in a local neighborhood, we came together as if we'd known each other for years and did just that. Until this day I take what I learned back then and use it in my everyday life. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Freedom Tour was an experience that I hold dear because it was the turning point in my life, where I began to become aware of what was happening in my community. Learning about the people who fought and even lost their lives to the fight for civil rights made me realize all I had to be thankful for. It made me realize all the controversy and brutality that was still occurring in the world today. It opened my eyes to see that the struggle was not merely over and that it seemed to be repeating itself. My activism in my community and at my school all stemmed from the Freedom Tour of 2013 so I thank everyone who made it possible for me to attend in hopes that they'd do the same for the teens attending the 2016 Freedom Tour. "
