
Freedom Tour- A Journey of Discovery
by longtime MCHR board member, Dorothy Aldridge

On MCHR’s Freedom Tours, stories and lessons of the modern civil rights movement are emphasized as well as the sites and people of the civil rights movement of the ‘60s.  Courage and problem solving in the reality of harsh adversity and crippling racism are studied. Multicultural and multiracial approaches and working for a more just, humane and inclusive society are planned results. Upon their return Freedom Tour youth will be called upon to share experiences with sponsoring organizations, media, schools, churches, temples, clubs, labor unions and others.
“One must study all, to learn about oneself. This is the great new problem of mankind. We have inherited a large house, a great 'world house' in which we have to live together-black and white, Easterner and Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic and Protestant, Moslem and Hindu  - a family separated in ideas, culture and interests, who, because we can never again live apart, must learn somehow to live with each other in peace.” -Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The MCHR Freedom Tours began the summer of 1989. To date, there have been approximately nine tours. All were unique and important lessons were learned.
The 1989 tour lasted three weeks. Museums and markers as we know today did not exist. Emphasis was placed on meeting youth and talking to adult participants of local struggles. We were blessed to have Mrs. Rosa Parks and other board members of the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute join the tour in Alabama. It was an honor to have Bishop McGehee join us. Tom Fentin, former MCHR Exec. Director, also joined us.  We have traveled as far as Loredo, Texas. We walked across the bridge and spent time in Loredo, Mexico. In a post 9-11 world, this is no longer possible.
The 1995 tour was a local Detroit tour, based on a grant from the Detroit 300, which allowed us to research historic area sites. The Underground Railroad sites from Detroit to Canada were followed. The tour went as far as Toronto, Canada. A multicultural workbook guide was written and published online. It is no longer easy to go to Canada.
The 2013 Freedom Tour was a revival after some years of not doing youth based tours. Thirty five high school youth took a two week tour of the south to Atlanta, Alabama, Mississippi and Kentucky.  In 2014, MCHR offered an adult only tour to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Freedom Summer of '64.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This June 2016, we are excited about and looking forward to the lessons and discoveries that 26 high school youth will learn. It is almost time again to Get On The Bus.	
