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Memorandum
Date:
Effective May 15th-June 15th 



From:
Elridge Proctor, Vice President of Public Policy 
Subject: National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month Proclamation Request 
On November 17, 2004 the House of Representatives passed by voice vote H. Con. Res. 430, a concurrent resolution recognizing the importance of early diagnosis, proper treatment, and enhanced public awareness about Tourette Syndrome (TS). The resolution was introduced on May 18, 2004 by the late, Congressman C.W. Bill Young (R-FL).

A month later, on October 11, 2004 the Senate passed a similar concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 113 by Unanimous Consent Agreement.  Former, Senator Gordon Smith (R-OR) and Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) introduced this resolution on May 21, 2004, supporting the goals and ideals of a National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month.

A concurrent resolution is not a bill because it does not need the signature of the President.  However, it does need to be passed by both the House and Senate.  A concurrent resolution is used to express a non-legislative point of view.  The purpose of this resolution was for Congress to recognize the need for a national TS awareness and to urge the President to designate a TS awareness month.

At the conclusion of the 108th Congress, President George W. Bush issued a proclamation, urging the public to observe May 15th –June 15th as TS Awareness Month. This is a tool that our grassroots can use for TS awareness campaigns and to bring Tourette Syndrome to the forefront of today’s issues.

To celebrate TS Awareness Month locally, you can request for a proclamation by contacting your Mayors and State Governors and don’t forget to invite the media and press to record and report on this historical moment. 

Sample Proclamation Request Letter:

On behalf of the national Tourette Association of America(TAA), I would like to request a proclamation supporting the Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month. The Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month is from May 15th – June 15th.
As you may know, Tourette Syndrome (TS) is part of a spectrum of hereditary, childhood-onset, neurodevelopmental conditions referred to as Tic Disorders. Both children and adults are affected. TS affects all races, ethnic groups, and ages, but 3 to 4 times more common in boys than girls. TS symptoms range from mild to severe and can often be debilitating. While there is no cure, research has resulted in numerous treatments to help individuals struggling with TS. The TAA works to improve life for all people affected by TS or Tic Disorders through Awareness, Research, and Support.    


The National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month Campaign is a month long national and chapter/support group joint program dedicated to educating the public across the nation on Tourette Syndrome. This campaign began in 2004, when both the House of Representatives and the US Senate passed concurrent resolutions (S. Con. Res. 113 and H. Con. Res. 430) supporting the goals and ideals of a National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month. This campaign has been responsible for a huge increase in awareness of TS and a more accurate understanding of the actual symptoms of the disorder today. 
I have taken the liberty to attach a sample proclamation for your review. Thank you for your consideration of this important request. I look forward to hearing from your office. I can be reached at __________ or ___________.

[DRAFT]

Concurrent Resolution on Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month

Expressing the need for enhanced public awareness of Tourette Syndrome and support for the National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month.

Whereas, Tourette Syndrome is an inherited, genetic neurological disorder characterized by involuntary, rapid, sudden movements or repeated vocalizations;

Whereas, there are more than 200,000 Americans with Tourette Syndrome, and many thousands more who remain undiagnosed;

Whereas, the lack of public awareness has caused a stigma—associated with Tourette Syndrome;

Whereas, early diagnosis and treatment of Tourette Syndrome can prevent physical and psychological harm; 

Whereas, there is no known cure for Tourette Syndrome and treatment involves multiple medications and therapies with costs that can be prohibitive;

Whereas, the Tourette Association of America is the only national voluntary nonprofit membership organization dedicated to identifying the cause, finding the cure, and controlling the effects of Tourette Syndrome; and

Whereas, the Tourette Syndrome Association has designated each May 15th through June 15th as National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month, the goal of which is to educate the public about the nature and effects of this disorder: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That Congress--  

(1) recognizes the impact that Tourette Syndrome can have on Americans living with the disorder and raise the importance of an early diagnosis and proper treatment of Tourette Syndrome;

(2) recognizes the need for enhanced public awareness of Tourette Syndrome;

(3) supports the designation of May 15th through June 15th as National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month; and

(4) encourages the President to issue a proclamation designating May 15th through June 15th as National Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month.

elridge proctor,  Vice President of public policy   tel: 718-224-299 ext. 202     e-mail: elridge@tourette.org
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