
“Christ of the upward way, My 
guide divine, Where You have set 
Your feet May I place mine; And 
move and march wherever You have 
trod, Keeping face forward up the 
hill of God.”

This first stanza of the hymn, 
Christ of the Upward Way, serves as 
one of the best prayers for seeking 
direction in church mission and 
ministry that I can think of: “Where 
You [Christ] have set your feet May I 
place mine.”

Discernment of Christ’s 
direction isn’t easy for us with 
our own passions and individual 
limitations.  But each of us with our 

life experiences with the risen Lord, 
drawn together as a congregation 
to seek Christ’s will, collectively 
come closer to finding and following 
Christ’s way for us than any of us 
could find and pursue it alone.

The “Forward Planning” begun 
three years ago that resulted first in 
a new mission statement and then in 
a plan for the campus was thought 
to be a plan for future mission, a 
plan we hoped to live into the path 
where Christ had already set his feet 
for us to follow.

But one of our Capital Campaign 
team members and an elder has 
best said it: “We thought we were 

planning for our future in our role as 
the spiritual center of South Park, as 
it turns out, our plan is just catching 
us up with all the ways we’re serving 
in the present.”

Paraphrasing the hymn, I’d say: in 
three years of discernment, we have 
found where Christ is setting his feet 
in South Park and now, we’re on the 
march to keep up.

In His footsteps

APRIL 2016

ON MY MIND, ROB BLUMER
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“Lo, the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone; 
The flowers appear on the 
earth; the time of the sing-
ing of birds is come, and the 
voice of the [turtledove] is 
heard in our land.”  —Song 
of Solomon 2:11-12

ACT I: WINTER IS PAST
The doldrums of winter 

make us want to hiber-
nate like the bear, huddled 
under a blanket on the 
couch.    Similarly, our 
struggles cast a shadow  
as chill as winter.  So the 
warmth and light of the 
sunshine bring back our 
hopes and dreams for 
tomorrow.
ACT II: THE RAIN IS OVER

Rain refreshes, invigo-
rates, unlocks the seeds, 
quenches a thirst. “My 
doctrine shall drop as the 
rain, my speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the small 
rain upon the tender herb, 
and as the showers upon 
the grass.” (Deut. 32:2) 
With that nourishment, 
we, like the plants, can 
spring forth.
ACT III: FLOWERS APPEAR

No doubt you’ve 
checked the Farmer’s Al-
manac, pruned the shrubs, 

prepared the lawn, plant-
ed flowers, and are well 
on your way to coaxing 
veggies and herbs.  The 
last freeze is over, rains 
are hopefully here, and it 
is the season of bursting 
beauty.    
ACT IV:  THE SINGING 

The birds announce 
their return as if they 
cannot contain their joy.  If 
your windows are open to 
the warm fresh breeze, the 
songs are as loud as your 
alarm clock at sunrise.
ACT V:  THE DANCE

Spring feels like an 
action as much as a sea-
son.  To spring:  to jump, 
to bound, to arise.  Has 
spring cleaning begun – 
windows scrubbed, garage 
reorganized, winter dust 
and clutter removed?  We 
and the birds freshen our 
nests, revived into coaxing 
light and life back.

THE CREDITS
Every year, this power-

ful act of nature presents 
to us, like a living show for 
all our senses, the rebirth 
of our Lord who brings 
us our own joyful song of 
hope. 

Songs of Solomon: 
spring like a 4-act playLYRA Russian Vocal Ensemble

Friday May 6th 7:30pm,  Chapel      

$10 general / $5 students & seniors 

Internationally acclaimed 
vocal ensemble LYRA 
performs sacred music 
from the Russian Orthodox 
heritage, as well as Russian 
folk songs.  Through song, 
costume and dance, enjoy 
the tradition.

Henry Purcell’s Dido & Aeneas
Saturday April 16th 7:30pm, Chapel

$10 general / $5 students & seniors

A semi-staged Baroque 
Opera presented by the 
Wingate University Choirs 
with the North Carolina 
Baroque Opera.

Based on Virgil’s Aeneid, it 
recounts the love of Dido, 
Queen of Carthage, for 
Trojan hero Aeneas, and her 
despair when he abandons 
her.   

Spring Concert with the Lord
Saturday April 23rd  7:30pm, Chapel

$16 per person

Featuring renowned pianist 
and composer Stanton 
Lanier.   Spring offers the 
perfect moment to celebrate 
the Lord’s presence 
through scripture and song.  
Sponsored by In Christ 
Supporting Ministries.

BRING A FRIEND

AT A GLANCE ON MY MIND
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If there are no accidents, 
then why did God let a 
person break into Wendy 
Blight’s apartment in col-
lege and traumatize her?  
Despite an active faith, 

Wendy asked herself this 
question for 15 years, as 
she battled a life-limiting 
phobia.   At the Presbyte-
rian Women Gathering in 
March, she describes the 
revelations from God that 
unlocked the keys for her:  
First, the Bible is God’s 
word for YOU right now – 
open it and your answers 
will come.   Second, when 
you truly understand God’s 
strength, you can relax in 
His arms and overcome.  
Wendy’s journey led her 
to such confirmation of 

these truths, that her life is 
devoted to reaching those 
who need to hear them.  
And so, finally, there 
are no accidents.  If you 
missed the event, her first 
book tells her story in all 
its amazing detail.

I KNOW HIS NAME, by 
Wendy Blight 
Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays May 4–Jun 8, 
9:30am Chapel Bldg.
Move beyond simply 
knowing about God to re-
ally knowing God in a very 
personal way.  Explore 
how the very names of 
God reveal His character 
and heart.  Walk confi-
dently in knowing both 
who you are and Whose 
you are.

There are no accidents

A few Sundays ago, a regular 
Morning Song attendee walked in 
and couldn’t believe her ears.  “I 
don’t know what you have done in 
here, but it sounds GLORIOUS!”  

Unbeknownst to her, the Chap-
el had just installed new sound 
equipment, made possible through 
a recent $99,000 gift earmarked to 
benefit Sharon’s music ministries 
and to kick off the Capital Campaign.  

Ironically, the technical upgrades 
were not implemented to improve 
sound quality, but to provide new 
opportunities for music to enhance 
worship and to ease the role of vol-
unteer AV operators.  The gift covers 
both Chapel and Sanctuary, plus a 
significant Chancel renovation in the 
Sanctuary.

In 2015, Sharon received two oth-
er gifts to upgrade our technologi-
cal capabilities, one to redesign the 
church’s website and the other to 
enable video-streaming via YouTube.  

“What was the first mass pro-
duced document when the printing 
press was developed in the 1400s?  
The Bible. For most of its history, the 
church readily adopted new tech-
nologies to further Christ’s work.    
Sharon Presbyterian is playing a 
little catchup, but we welcome these 
upgrades to help us fulfill our mis-
sion to invite, teach, and serve” says 
Rob Blumer.  

According to music staffers David 
Tang and Ron Aldridge, all of this 
new technology will benefit Sharon 
in a host of ways.

The worship experience.  New 
audio equipment and the Chancel 
renovation in the Sanctuary will tre-
mendously improve music’s ability to 
support worship, as well as improve 
Sharon’s ability to present events 
like our annual Christmas pageant 
and community concerts.  

Reaching outside our walls.  Sha-
ron will reach far more people in far 

Do you hear what I hear?  Do you see...
 GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC

continues pg 7
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Sharon member Karen 
Earnhardt was recent-
ly seen at the Southern 
Spring Shows, one of the 
biggest Spring craft show 
in North Carolina.  

Karen creates crafts 
“inspired by nature and 
upcycled” - mosaics, gaz-
ing balls, stuffed animals, 
sweaters from goodwill 
transformed into stuffed 
animals  She answers a few 
questions for us.  

How did this start?
I have always been 

crafty, but this particular 
obsession is Ann Cannon’s 
fault.  Four years ago, she 
took a class in mosaics 
and decided it wasn’t for 
her.  She told me about it, 
though, I went to the class 
with Cary Young, and I was 

hooked.  I just kept making 
stuff, and eventually ran 
out of friends to give it to.
How did you come up with 
the name?

Well, when I was gar-
dening, my friends all liked 

the leaves and greenery, 
while I liked the bright, 
bright colors.   They start-
ed calling me the floozie of 
the group because of my 
vibrant taste.  The name 

stuck, and the flare for 
color did too.
What does it take?

Support.  I have a Face-
book group that helps with 
all the crazy questions that 
come up.  My friends often 

pick up materials at yard 
sales for me when they see 
things they know I would 
like, spread the word, 
share my Facebook page.  

Persistence.  It takes 

huge time, and not for the 
fun parts.  Things don’t 
always go as planned.  
Great craft shows can flop 
because it rains.   And yet 
success comes unexpect-
edly  - like the craft show I 
just went to resulted in no 
sales, but enough interest 
for me to teach a crafting 
class!  

Digging in.  Gotta love 
Google.  And then just go 
for it. 

The joy is in the free-
dom to be successful or 
not.  I determine my own 
destiny.

Find Flower Floozie 
Designs on Etsy, like the 
business on Facebook, and 
share it with your own 
community. 

SMALL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mosaics & Fiber Arts - Inspired by Nature, Upcycled to Preserve Nature

CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

55 Alive Monthly 
Luncheon
Wednesday Apr 20, 11:30am 
in Activity Bldg
$8.50 per person  
Reservations through of-
fice by Monday before.
Menu: Roasted Turkey, 
Deviled Eggs, Macaroni 
and Cheese, Spring Salad, 
Rolls and Dessert.
Special entertainment 
TBD.

Foundations In Christ 
Workshop
Apr 15-17 & Apr 29-May 1 
This interative two-week-
end workshop is a safe 
place to explore core 
issues of faith and daily life 
with God.  Contact:  Rev. 
Sarah Kromer 704-554-
2490
InChristSupportingMinis-
tries.org

Part of Sharon’s Small 
Business Family?
Sharon would like to make 
sure our community can 
support each other in 
every way. Email your 
name, business, a descrip-
tion, and a picture or two.   
We’d like to share it.  Send 
to:  rebecka.nelli@gmail.
com.

DONT MISS IT

Flower Floozie Designs, by Karen Earnhardt

Karen Earnhardt,
Flower Floozie Designs
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Does this sound familiar?  
Exhausting weekdays of 
work and school, then 
cooking, laundry, lawn 
mowing, budgets, car-
pooling multi kids to multi 
activities, homework, 
meetings, church, and for 
the heroes among us, Bible 
study and a service activ-
ity. 

Amidst all this, I once 
overheard a church mom 
friend say “It’s my kids job 
to whine that they don’t 
want to get up Sunday 
mornings, and it’s my job 
to say too bad.”  What a 
rare occasion when the 
teen says “Hey, Mom, lets 
get to church.”  

That is the miracle of SPY 
activities like this past 
month’s Ski trips with the 
youth.  

This winter, 30 middle 
school students took a 
Charter bus to a resort in 
Winterplace WV, while 26 
high school kids took vans 
to Snowshoe WV.  They 
all enjoyed skiing out the 
front door of their lodge, 
night skiing, and strength-
ening friendships that 

could last a lifetime.  
Sometimes it doesn’t have 
to be a Sunday “school’, or 
a Bible “study”, or a service 
activity or a prayer time.  
It can just be fun with a 
friend - a friend we feel 
good about, surrounded 
by a community of faith, a 
church we feel comfort-
able in, a foundation for 
the future.

NEXT UP FOR SPY
Apr 3  Sunday Night Live & 
Youth Group.
Apr 15-17  Middle School 
Retreat
Apr 17  Youth Group
Apr 22-24  High School 
Beach Retreat
Apr 24  NO Youth Group
May 2   Sunday Night Live 
& Youth Group
May 8  Mothers Day, NO 
Youth Group 

Fitting in a little fun 
– ski 2016

CONGRATS
1st Annual Presbyterian 
Kickball Tournament- 
WINNERS

Sharon Presbyterian 
hosted teams from First 
Presbyterian, Myers Park, 
Trinity, Matthew Murk-
land, and Grier Heights.  
The ballfield split to make 
two kickball fields so every 
team played two games 
against other churches.  
With homefield advantage 
and two large teams, Sha-
ron took home both first 
and second places and 
Myers Park in third. 

SPY Sunday Night Live 
Fundraiser
Had fun, entertained 
our congregation, and 
raised funds for SPY 2016.  
Thanks for your support, 

Instead of a fundraiser 
this year, we again cre-
ated a wall of envelopes 
with gift amount written 
on each.  Opportunities 
to give anywhere from $3 
to $100 were accepted.  
There are a few left grab 
an envelope to fill from 
the Narthex, if you missed 
it.

James Harper 
Waddell Soccer Team

Christine Dawson
Happy landmark birthday 
- no longer a teen

Meredith Lewis
UNCW Seahawks Junior 
Class President

Lee Kromer 
“High School Musical” 
cast, at South Meck 

SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Abby Cochell, Providence 
Day Swim All-State Champ
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“The Earth is the Lord’s, and all its 
fullness.  - Psalm 24

Set aside “Global Warming” quarrels 
for a second   It’s much simpler.  It’s 
hard to miss the awe and joy we 
have for God’s creation in the burst-
ing springtime.  April 22, Earth Day, 
is an opportunity to respect, reflect, 
and affect. 

 Did you know that a Presbyteri-
an became known as the “father of 
environmental ethics” and helped to 
shape the environmental movement? 

Holmes Rolston III was both the 
son and grandson of Presbyterian 

ministers.  He followed the family 
tradition only to discover that his 
call involved his love for the en-
vironment.  He was raised in the 
Shenandoah Valley and this child-
hood background combined with his 
theological and scientific education 
opened Rolston to a dedicated life 
as an advocate for protecting the 
earth’s biodiversity and ecology.

“If anything at all on Earth is sa-
cred, it must be its enthralling fruit-
fulness.  If there is any holy ground, 
any land of promise, this promising 
Earth is it.”

Consider one new step this year:
• Plant a tree  -  the lungs of the 

planet. 
• Take a cloth bag to the store, or 

your own mug to Starbucks.
• Adjust the thermostat 5 degrees 

- saves 5 percent on the electric 
bill. 

• Eat 2 to 4 fewer pounds of meat 
a year - saves as much water as a 
daily shower. 

Source: Presbyterian Historical Society

The meaning of life is to 
find your gift.  The purpose 
of life is to give it away.  
Pablo Picasso

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE
5:45pm Sunday April 3rd, 
Activity Bldg

Dinner catered by 
Mother Africa Catering to 
celebrate our new African 
missionaries.  (Don’t worry, 
Africans and Southern-
ers have similar taste in 
foods!) 

Learn about our mis-
sion trips to Peru and 
Western North Carolina.  
See how we are serving 
our neighbors right here 

in Charlotte.  Get a sneak 
peek at a new local mis-
sion trip being planned 
that is open to all genera-
tions!  Find out about how 
we communicate with our 
community.  Take a survey 
on your “spiritual gifts”.  
Tell us how you want to be 
served by Sharon.   Enter a 
drawing for 4 free tickets 
to any event held at Sha-
ron in 2016.  Sponsored by 
the Serving Committee.

MAKE A NEW 
CONNECTION
Keep your eyes peeled 
for our Connections 
Coordinator!  This new 

volunteer role will help 
visitors as well as long-
time members find their 
next connection at Sharon.  

Do you like to sew…play 
baseball… do yoga… enjoy 
bridge…?  Looking for a 
book club… study group…
helping hand…shoulder of 
support?  Curious about 
volunteer opportunities… 
mission trips… Loaves 
& Fishes?  Not sure who 
to ask?  It’s a busy place.  
There are lots of ways 
Sharon can be available to 
help you, and lots of ways 
you can support Sharon.  

We’re seeking the right 
person to be that link, so 

keep your eyes out.  In 
the meantime, or if you’re 
interested in helping play 
the “cruise director” role 
yourself, please contact 
Bill Nelli (William.nelli@
wellsfargo.com).

CONGRATULATIONS!
Our new Prebyterian 
missionaries, Jeremy and 
Luta Garbat-Welch, are 
expecting baby number 
two!  This delays their 
return to Africa a little bit, 
but Jeremy is turning this 
into an opportunity to visit 
Sharon Presbyterian on 
Sunday, September 24. 

Holy Ground

SERVING COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUPPORT SERVE
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NEW MEMBERS 
Trip & Natalie Jendron, 
daughter Jane Kathleen

BAPTISM
Jane Kathleen Jendron, 
daughter of Natalie & Trip 
Jendron

NEW MEMBERS
Sherrie O’Donnell, with 
daughter Erryn Huai 
O’Donnell

WEDDINGS 
Elizabeth Starr Howie, 
daughter of Carol & Steve 
Howie, married Matthew 
Justin Eaker

CELEBRATIONS IN OUR PRAYERS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Do you hear ...

CHURCH BUSINESS

more ways than ever before, through high-quality videos 
on YouTube, social media and our own website.  “More 
people encounter Sharon Presbyterian Church through 
our website than any other means, and video is an in-
creasing necessity in today’s video-saturated world,” says 
volunteer communications coordinator Rebecka Nelli

Engaging volunteers.  Volunteer AV operators can now 
gain cutting-edge experience in audio and video produc-
tion while serving the church and having fun!

These priorities were initially part of the capital cam-
paign.  With this great gift, we have begun before we have 
begun, and get a glimpse of Sharon’s future.  

in the hospital: Candy Lee, John Nowaczewski; 
those at home: Jim Bjorneboe (Brian Center Rehab), Billie 
Delaney, Caroline Brown, Jack Stanford, Freida Caldwell, 
Janice MacInnes, David Barker, Gene Manning, Mary Jo 
Alley, Marty Moore (Sharon Towers Rehab), Dorie Zeigler 
(Stewart Health Center at The Cypress), Chris Price, and 
our homebound members; 
additional concerns: Marc Robinson (Co-worker of Da-
vid Barker and Ashley Aldridge); Noni Buchanan (Chris 
Buchanan’s mother); Rocco Casso (Chris Moffat’s friend); 
Gwen Warren (Bonne Stukey’s mother); Gabrielle Steel-
man (Pat and Don Steelman’s granddaughter); Jeff Ber-
ry (Norris Parker’s friend); Marlene Cafferty (Amanda 
Knepp’s mother);  Eddie Nelson (Ron Nelson’s father); Jer-
emy and Luta Garbat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in Malawi); 
Presbytery of Huanta in Peru; Rusty Edmondson and Sara 
Armstrong (PCUSA Missions in Peru).

SYMPATHIES
Evelyn Adams Notches, mother of Sally McNeill
Franz Aigner, grandfather of Allison Schomer   
Doug Truesdel, uncle of Barbara Heilig
Sybil Johnson, mother of Ann Cannon
Maude Elizabeth Brown Clontz

GROWING TO SERVE
Forward Planning Cam-
paign Information Ses-
sions
Apr 3rd, 9:30am, Chapel
Apr 17th 11:30, Sanctuary
Learn how Sharon Pres-
byterian is embarking on 
a journey to continue our 
mission to Invite, Teach, 
and Serve to our south 
Charlotte commuity.

THINK TECH SOUNDS 
LIKE FUN?  
The equipment is us-
er-friendly, so if you’d 
enjoy having an easy task 
to help you get the most 
out of Sunday morning, 
while building your re-
sume, consider contact-
ing David Tang to stream 
the service.  david.tang@
sharonpcusa.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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