
We received a note of thanks 
last week for the experience of our 
music on Easter Sunday. The note 
reminded me of watching on Easter 
as our choir and our brass ensemble 
were in their final ehearsal; facial 
expressions on some of them 
suggested worries that “we’re not 
quite ready.” Refl cting on that lovely 
note of thanks I realized that no one 
can ever appreciate the work that 
goes into a glorious few minutes of 
majestic, Christ-illuminating music.

Even beyond music, much of 
the work of ministry that you do is 
hidden. This month we will honor 
three ministries of our church that 
are visible only occasionally, and 
then, only the finish d projects, not 
the hours of ministry behind what is 

finally visible. 
Providing A Treasure Sewing 
Ministry (PATS). Our congregation 
produces more gowns, acts of grace, 
love and dignity for families 
suffering the premature death of 
long-awaited infants, than all other 
gown producing entities in our 
country combined! Behind those 
burial gowns are many hours of 
hand work, and our entire 
congregation’s sympathy and prayer. 
In this past year, two of those tiny 
gowns were given to families with 
connections to our own 
congregation.

Prayer Shawl Knitting Ministry. 
These shawls are given to neighbors, 
friends, families, co-workers, church 
family, to the hospice unit at 
Southminster and to the Charlotte 
Rehabilitation Unit at CMC. Each has 

a cross and a small note from 
our church attached.

Finally, Confirmation Class. A 
fine group of young men and 
women preparing to join the 
church, have been studying 
together since September. They’ll 
be joining the church, May 15, but 
leading up to that day have been the 
months of Sunday School lessons 
prepared by teachers, and 
additional one-on-one sessions 
with mentors – adults members 
who have volunteered to work with 
each confirmand, sharing their faith 
and life experiences.

Most acts of ministry done 
through our congregation no one 
ever sees. Thanks to many of you 
who serve our Lord in these quiet 
ways.

Quiet Ministry
 May 2016

ON MY MIND, ROB BLUMER
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In this time of national 
and international angst, 
we have a month of oppor-
tunity to spend a moment 
with God seeking direc-
tion, seeking understand-
ing of each other, seeking 
peace and love. 

The National Day of 
Prayer, Thursday May 5th, 
invites people of all faiths, 
political, socio-economic, 
and ethnic backgrounds 
to pray together for our 
nation.  Originally created 
by President Truman, the 
theme for 2016, Wake Up 
America, emphasizes the 
need for individuals to 
return our focus on our 
shared God. Some of our 
ancestors came to these 
shores looking for gold,  
others came seeking God 
and religious freedom. 
That’s a profound differ-
ence. What are we seeking 
now as a nation and as 
individuals? God or gold? 
It has a dramatic impact 
on our approach with each 
other.

Memorial Day, Friday 
May 30th, beginning after 
the Civil War in the 1860s, 
is a tribute to the count-
less fallen soldiers  “whose 
bodies now lie in almost 
every city, village and 

hamlet churchyard in the 
land,” proclaimed founder 
General John A. Logan. By 
honoring the deaths of our 
fellow countrymen during 
wartime, we preserve their 
service and sacrifi e. It’s 
easy to take for granted 
the freedoms Americans 
enjoy daily, and yet we see 
a contrast on the news 
daily as well. Those free-
doms were paid for with 
lives. They came from all 
walks of life and regions 
of the country. But they all 
had one thing in common—
love of and loyalty to a set 
of ideals set forth in this 
country. America is com-
memorating those who 
gave their lives on behalf 
of others.  

Memorial Day weekend 
is also a celebration to the 
beginning of summer. A 
long weekend and great 
weather offer a chance to 
relax.  A party or barbecue 
with friends, family, and 
neighbors, a celebration of 
past, present, and future. 
Looking back at where 
our nation came from and 
what it took to get here, 
it is a perfect foundation 
to open our arms to each 
other and to a fresh view.  

The Whole Nation 
CelebratesLYRA Russian Vocal Ensemble

Friday May 6th, 7:30pm, Chapel      

$10 general / $5 students & seniors 

Internationally acclaimed 
vocal ensemble LYRA 
performs sacred music 
from the Russian Orthodox 
heritage, as well as Russian 
folk songs. Through song, 
costume and dance, enjoy 
the tradition.

MOZART’S COSI FAN TUTTE - OPERA 
Sunday May 17th, 7:30pm, Chapel 

$10 general  
One of Mozart’s greatest 

and most beloved operas, 
Cosi fan tutte is the story of 

two couples in which the 
men test their fiancées by 
posing as foreign soldiers 
and then try to woo each 
other’s beloveds. Hilarity 

ensues in this comic 
masterpiece of love, 

romance and intrigue.   

An Evening of Jazz
Sunday May 22nd, 7:00pm, Chapel  

FREE

Featuring Dawn Anthony 
and the Rick Bean Trio. An 
exciting evening of music by 
some of Charlotte’s finest
Jazz musicians. Presented 
by the Loonis McGlohon 
Foundation.

BRING A FRIEND

AT A GLANCE ON MY MIND
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Our celebration of the 
Seder meal on Maundy 
Thursday engaged all of 
our senses, to connect us 
to the Easter story in a 
tangible way.
The Seder meal has tradi-
tionally been a part of the 
seven day Jewish Passover 
festival which celebrates 
the freeing of the Israelites 
from slavery in ancient 
Egypt. The Seder is based 
on the Biblical verse com-
manding Jews to retell the 
story of the Exodus.  
Seder means “order, or 

fi ed order of service”, and 
participants celebrated by 
eating a communal meal of 
symbolic food while listen-
ing to the story of the Exo-
dus. Martin Pruitt (Direc-
tor of Youth Programming) 
recounted some of the 
story in Hebrew in a chant 
style. “It really moved me,”  
refl cted member Susan 
Grills. Tables forming a 
large cross, facing inward 
toward the special table 
contributed to the inti-
mate experience.  
Debbie Peterson described 

how the Seder 
really enhanced 
Easter and all of 
Holy Week for 
her. The expe-
rience bounced 
between a va-
riety of stories 
from around the 
table, engaging 
games, and the ceremonial 
eating. “I loved how Rob 
Blumer (Senior Pastor) 
connected our commu-
nion to the Passover” said 
first-time attendee Sharon 
Williamson.

During Holy Week, Sharon 
recounted the symbol-
ic story of a salvation of 
the Jewish people which 
allowed a young Jewish 
man from Nazareth to give 
salvation to the world.

The Symbol Of The Seder

In the 80’s, there were two Sun-
day School classes at Sharon. Cove-
nant, referring to the new covenant 
through Jesus, was in depth biblical 
study. Westminster, referring to a 
part of the Book of Confessions, fo-
cused on applying biblical teachings 
to topics of church and community. 
Per Sharon’s tradition, each summer 
as the congregation came and went 
from vacations, the classes merged. 
One year the merge stuck and the 
class became Covenant Westminster.  

Attendees, usually age 50 
and up, have grown together 
in their faith these many years.                          
Why do people like to attend? 
David Beers, class organizer, 

believes it is the social aspect and 
the community of faith that draws 
participants.

The class is active in the Serve 
mission at Sharon, as David fre-
quently shares pleas for support and 
the class is happy to take advantage 
of opportunities to get together and 
combine fellowship and service, 
whether that is through homeless 
meals, homebound visitation, Pres-
byterian Women gatherings, or 
sometimes just a class social dinner.

The class completes a survey 
once a year to decide what they 
want to delve into, and class mem-
bers often participate in the teach-
ing.  Topics and approach vary.  In 

March and April, they have been 
studying together the book “If you 
want to Walk on Water You’ve got to 
get out of the Boat” by John Orgbert.  

It’s a great time to join them for 
their next study, “The Mighty Acts of 
God” by Arnold B. Rhodes, May-June 
Sunday Mornings, 9:30am Activity 
Bldg Rm #6. Considered an essen-
tial tool for learning more about 
the Bible. From the beginnings of 
creation to final onsummation and 
hope, you will find asily readable 
quality that  incorporates the most 
up-to-date historical and theological 
research. Helpful questions from the 
book guide group conversation.

Sunday Studies - 
Covenant Westminster Class

 GROW WORSHIP & MUSIC
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The autonomy was right for me, but 
the DJ hours weren’t. I ultimately 
found myself in the delivery service. 
I would say one of the most signif-
icant contributions to my success 
has been a mentor to teach me. The 
second one was contacts – many of 
my original customers were from 
my career as a Purchasing Agent. All 
the pieces fit together.

I mainly cover business-to-busi-
ness delivery in the Charlotte metro 
area, for telecom, printing, auto 
parts, signage. I handle up to 10 
pallets and 10,000 pounds per load.  
I turn 55 this summer, so the lighter 
load of a church newsletter here and 
there is also a welcome delivery.   

How have you gotten through 
struggles? During 2008 was a rough 
time for all small businesses. I 
dropped 50% of my business and I 
am still working to gain it back. It 
was the loyalty of my largest 

customers that got me through.  
The church is my outlet of getting 
away from the rigors of business. 
The church members keep me 
going and I enjoy the rejuvenation 
process that the choir gives me. I 
look for-ward to Sundays. The 
church and its’ members are a 
blessing.

Best Advice? Have self-discipline!

Part of Sharon’s Small Business 
Family? Sharon would like to make 
sure our community can support 
each other in every way. Email your 
name, the business name and a brief 
description of your business and a 
picture to 
tawandab@sharonpcusa.org. 

SMALL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

CONNECT COMMUNITY LIFE

Lemonade on the Lawn
Sundays 11:30am, starting May 30th!
Meet a new friend, share a cup of 
sunshine and a smile. With a busy 
summer, it’s great to slow down after 
the worship service to catch up with 
your church family.
Want to make a lot of people smile?
A few cookies and less than an 
hour, it couldn’t be easier! Sign up 
for just one Sunday morning this 
summer to serve cookies and lem-
onade at Sharonpcusa.org/connect.                

Summer League Softball
June-August
Interested in playing church soft-
ball? Join us for a little exercise and 
friendly rivalry amongst the South 
Charlotte Softball League, about 30 
teams from all denominations.  
Hurry - sign ups will end soon. For 
more information, contact Doug 
Dawson at dmd.home@icloud.com 
or call the church office at 
704-553-0869.

WE DELIVER, SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO!

The household of JD and Janet 
Pearce is supported by two small 
businesses. Both started out in cor-
porate America, but took the plunge. 
Many years later, it’s still a labor of 
love.

How did you get started?
We each did it, one at a time. I 
got out from behind the desk first 
and tested the waters as a mobile 
D.J. (thus my nickname Elvis).

DONT MISS IT
55 Alive Monthly Luncheon 
Wednesday May 18th, 11:30am, 
Activity Bldg, $8.50 per person.  
55 Alive has offered a great year of 
fellowship. Join us for our last event 
of the year, to hear Sharon’s own 
Women’s Trio. Menu: sandwich and 
salad variety, seasonal fruit and an 
assortment of sweet treats. Reserva-
tion deadline Monday May 16. Email 
office@sharonpcusa.org or call 
704-553-0869.

Two For One!



Christen, Chris Campbell, and all of the boys in Webelo 
II for a job well done! It is very appreciated!

Morrison Library Storytime comes to Sharon 
Beginning in August, the Morrison Regional Library, the 
3rd busiest branch of Charlotte Mecklenburg County, is 
closing for major rennovations for 12-18 months. Sharon 
welcomes Storytime to our campus, to help make sure 
Southpark preschoolers don’t miss their important 
reading time. Sharon Day School is looking forward to 
it, and if you haven’t been to a library storytime, this is 
a fun chance to give it a try. (Details at: South Charlotte 
Weekly, April 8 Business Brief.)

Egg Hunt Fun!
Decked out in their 
Sunday best, the 
younger children had a 
grand time filling their 
baskets with the nu-
merous multicolored 
eggs that carpeted our 
campus. Older children took part in a nature inspired 
Scavenger Hunt. All the children exchanged their find-
ings for goodie bags. Many thanks to all who donated 
candy, those who “hid” the eggs, the Caring Committee, 
and of course the children!
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John 21: 5-6   Jesus said to 
them (the disciples), 
“Children, do you have 
any fish?” They answered 
him, “No.” He said to them, 
“Cast the net on the right 
side of the boat, and you 
will find some ” So they 
cast it, and now they 
were not able to haul it in, 
because of the quantity of 
fish.
On Youth Sunday, our 
teens reminded us of what 
it feels like to be in their 
shoes and their answer to 
the challenges.
Natalie Schramm, John 
Shealy, and Molly Koeni-
ger described a season of 
decisions. They are being 
asked to make a significant 
choice. What do I do with 
the rest of my life.  
Molly described an over-
whelming sense of stress.  
Where to apply to college, 
how to compare them, 
where would I live, and if 
I get a choice, how will I 
decide? She final y realized 
she had to take a break for 
a few weeks completely, 
and put it in God’s hands. 
Natalie also spoke about 
the need to feel in control.  
She refl cts what the dis-
ciples were perhaps think-

ing – insanity is defin d as 
doing the same thing and 
expecting different results.   
Yet like the disciples, she 
then chooses to trust.  
Relax. Breath. Enjoy.  “His 
perfectly planned plan will 
always work out.”
Molly’s result?  “When 
the right letter came in 
the mailbox, the path was 
clear.”
John’s reflection on mov-
ing away to a new place 
with new people and 
circumstances? “It is good 
to know I have my church 
family always, even when 
I’m not here.”  

NEXT UP FOR SPY
May 8  NO Youth Group 
May 15 Laser Quest
May 22 Church-wide 
outing to see the Knights 
play and Last Youth Group 
for 2015-2016 year.

What’s Happening
Boy Scouts Paving the Way
A big “THANK YOU” to the Cub Scout Webelo II troop! 
This troop traditionally completes a project before 
moving up to Boy Scouts. This year, along with doing 

some replanting on the 
church grounds, they 
decided to place stone 
pavers between one of the 
back doors of the Activity 
Bldg. and the Scout Hut 
so that it could be used 
without tracking in mud 
during rainy days. Thanks 
again to leaders Douglas 

SPY YOUTH CHILDREN’S CORNER

Learning From 
Our Students
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Sharon Presbyterian Church is 
very blessed to be located in the 
thriving and ever expanding com-
munity of Southpark. According to a 
January 16, 2016 Charlotte Observer 
article, there are approximately 2400 
new apartments, new offi e towers 
and major mixed-use projects on 
the way to the SouthPark area. With 
the Charlotte City Council want-
ing to turn Southpark into an urban 
walkable district, it’s no wonder that 
our campus needs as a church have 
transformed as well.
That transformation began at the 
congregational retreat three years 
ago led by the Rev. George Bullard 
and the Columbia Partnership. The 

outcome led to the Forward Plan-
ning group and the adoption of our 
current mission: Celebrating Christ’s 
gift of salvation, our grateful worship 
of God guides the threefold mission 
of Sharon Presbyterian Church: 
Invite all seekers, Teach the gospel, 
and Serve human need.”

The group then focused on the 
campus and how it might better be 
utilized to serve the church’s new 
mission. One of the campus projects 
identifi d was the need for a new 
gym. What began on this campus 
with one church basketball team has 
now expanded to 13 teams with over 
130 children of all ages playing in our 
gym on a Saturday. Building a new 

gym will not only  accommodate 
thriving youth sports but also over-
night stays for other church mission 
groups, Health and Fitness programs 
as well as a dedicated space for our 
SPY program which has quadrupled 
in size since the addition of a new 
Youth Director (another outcome of 
the congregational retreat).  
Please make plans to join us at up-
coming information sessions to learn 
more about this exciting campaign 
as we are growing in the communi-
ty, growing in faith and Growing To 
Serve.

This past Sunday 
Night Live, the Serving 
Committee highlighted 
some of the exceptional 
work that various 
missions groups at Sharon 
participate in. In case you 
missed it, here are some 
highlights.

CONNECTIONS 
COORDINATOR: Looking 
for a way to get connected 
in the life at Sharon? Bible 
study, hobby-partner, 
meet folks, time to serve - 
we’ll help you find your 
place.

LOAVES & FISHES: Boy 
scouts collected 250,000 

lbs. of food last year 
across the region! If you 
would like to help, bring a 
can every 2nd Sunday to 
the church narthex. 

GIRL SCOUTS: Over 100 
girls have participated in 
Troop 1460 over the past 
11 years. It takes a village 
of 7-8 parents 
on a regular basis to be 
leaders, assistants, cookie 
organizers, fundraisers, 
etc. In return, the girls 
experience life lessons, 
and the church enjoys 
the energy and efforts of 
our growing girls.

 

COMMUNITY 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
There were over 2 million 
opportunities to see 
something about Sharon 
Presbyterian Church 
within the Southpark 
community in 2015 - via 
newspaper, radio, flyers, 
and banners. 

ROOM IN THE INN: 
Hosted over 157 guests 
this past winter - 
homeless neighbors with 
no other safe place to go.  
A 170 volunteers 
participated in driving, 
cooking, serving, playing 
games, sleeping over 

and enjoying the 
experience of getting to 
know our guests.
 
MENS & WOMEN’S 
SHELTERS: There were 
270 of our volunteers that 
served approximately 4500 
meals. 

CONGREGATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS: The 
newsletter is looking to 
share stories about the life 
of the church. 

For all service 
opportunities, contact: 
tawandab@sharonpcusa. 
org or call the office at 
704-553-0869.  

A Grand Youth Mission:  A Gym

SPOTLIGHT ON SERVICE

SUPPORT SERVE
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BAPTISM:
Walker Daniel 
Wieland, son of Danny 
and Allison Wieland

CELEBRATIONS

CHURCH BUSINESS

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in prayer: those at home: Bill Nelli, Sybil 
Starnes, Doug Allen (Colorado), Mable Lockwood, Virgin-
ia Kenyon (Rehab at Sharon Towers), Roger Suiter, Bob 
Winfrey, Candy Lee, John Nowaczewski, Jim Bjorneboe 
(Brian Center Rehab), Chris Price, and our homebound 
members; additional concerns: Martin Gonzalez (Letty 
Latta’s friend); Marc Robinson (Coworker of David Barker 
and Ashley Aldridge); Noni Buchanan (Chris Buchanan’s 
mother); Rocco Casso (Chris Moffat’s friend); Gwen War-
ren (Bonne Stukey’s mother); Gabrielle Steelman (Pat and 
Don Steelman’s granddaughter); Marlene Cafferty (Aman-
da Knepp’s mother); Eddie Nelson (Ron Nelson’s father); 
Jeremy and Luta Garbat-Welch (PCUSA Missions in Mala-
wi); Presbytery of Huanta in Peru; Rusty Edmondson and 
Sara Armstrong (PCUSA Missions in Peru). The prayer list 
is reset on the second Monday of each month. To submit 
or resubmit a prayer request, please contact the church 
at offi e@sharonpcusa.org. By request, concerns may 
remain private and names will not be published.

SYMPATHIES
Billie DeFriese Wall Delaney
C.W. Barber, father of Kristin Blanton
Dolores Arnold Zeigler
Robert “Bob” MacInnes

CAVE QUEST Vacation Bible School Adventure: 
Following Jesus, the Light of the World 
Monday June 13th- Friday 17th
9:00am to 12:30pm, Sharon Presbyterian Church
This VBS promises to be an over-the-top, underground 
adventure! Plus, kids walk away understanding what it 
means to follow Jesus and shine his light. Join our team-
register to be a part of Cave Quest VBS!
Registration Deadline: May 29, 2016. 
Go to SharonPCUSA.org.  

GROWING TO SERVE
Information Sessions:
Sunday May 1st  9:30am 
Chapel Bldg
Sunday May 15th 11:30am 
Sanctuary
Learn how Sharon Pres-
byterian Church is em-
barking on a journey to 
continue our mission of 
Invite, Teach and Serve 
to our South Charlotte 
community. Many of you 
saw the master plan last 
year. The Forward Plan-
ning Committee is eager 
to present the first phase
of the current plan. 

A SPECIAL THANKS!  
Dear Mr. Tang,
What a beautiful peaceful 
performance your choir 
did with Handel’s Hallel-
lujah from Messiah! It was 
the best part of Easter 

day for me. Keep up the 
great music.

PLAYGROUND PLAYERS 
Camps
Classical Rock Show Choir 
June 20-24th 12-4:00pm 
Star Wars Drama 
August 8-12th 12-4:00pm 
An amazing week of 
music, drama, and move-
ment. Go to creative-
southerntheatre.com for 
details.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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