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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi Folks,
Well we are having nice warm weather
in Garrett County now so let’s hope it
lasts and the snow is behind us for a few
months. Docks are being put in the lake
and more and more boats can be seen
gliding across the (still chilly) water but
we all know boating season on Deep
Creek Lake (DCL) has finally arrived
for 2015!
We continue to follow, and provide information about, a variety
of issues we are tracking for our membership including Vertical
Drilling for Marcellus Shale Gas, Hydrilla Control Efforts for
2015, Jet Packs on DCL and more.
You should have received an eBlast by now that provides information and a link for more information about the 90th Anniversary of DCL Celebration which is scheduled to occur during the
timeframe June 11-14, 2015. I especially want to draw your at-

tention to a presentation by Board Member Ed King on the history of DCL which will be provided twice during the timeframe
and should be most interesting to all. I encourage you to take
advantage of one of the two presentations if you can do so.
Please do your best to attend one of our General Membership
Meetings this summer. They are currently scheduled for June
27th and August 15th both of which are held at the Garrett 8
Cinemas at 8:30 AM with refreshments served beginning at
8:00 AM. We already have confirmed attendance for the June
27th meeting of our new Board of County Commissioners and
the new Director of the Office of Economic Development which
will be their first POA General Meeting.
I look forward to a beautiful summer filled with interesting activities here in our Deep Creek Community together with the
requisite number of challenges with which we will deal. I look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible this year!
Cheers, Bob Hoffmann

Mountain Maryland Energy
Advisory Committee Report
This committee is wrapping up its work and is due to be disbanded by the commissioners in May, 2015. The committee has
studied a large number of energy efficiency items, alternative
energy systems/programs, and has been instrumental in getting
a number of related projects started.
Specifically:
1. We discovered that Solar City will install solar panels for public buildings at no charge if a contract is signed for them to get
the solar credits. The municipality gets the electricity and credit
for what goes back to the grid. Currently the county is planning a project for the sewage treatment plant and two county
road garages. If successful, a project for the county schools is
proposed.
2. A biomass boiler using locally produced wood chips as fuel
has been proposed for Garrett College to heat the CARC pool
and several buildings. The project would save about $160,000
per year in propane and fuel oil costs. The college is looking into
grant money to offset some of the capital costs involved.
3. Discussions were held with a number of companies who
sell and install solar panels. There are various programs available to the public to finance systems and help is available to
understand solar credits and net metering. This information
www.deepcreeklakepoa.com

has been documented and will be available on the MMEAC
web site by summer.
4. Other energy efficiency items will also be listed on the web
site when it is completed.
5. There was an “Energy Conservation and Efficiency” fair held
in Frostburg on March 28th at Frostburg City Place (14 S. Water
Street). This event was free and open to the public. It featured
information and local examples of many energy related projects
and products.
6. A number of energy “projects” were suggested by the committee and others that have not gone forward for various reasons. These have been documented for possible future use.
Bob Sutton
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Mountain Maryland Plein Air
The Garrett County Arts event provides guests with the first opportunity to see and purCouncil and the Alle- chase artwork created specifically for this competition. We are
gany Arts Council sure you and your guests will enjoy this unique fine art experiinvite you to take ence as well as the signature cocktails, wines, and hors d’oeuvres
part in one of this available for your refreshment.
area’s premier art If you would like to learn more about the schedule of activities
events, the 7th annual or the artists, or to get tickets to the Collector’s Reception, please
Mountain Maryland call 301-777-2787 or visit our website at www.mmpleinair.org.
Plein Air. This event brings 30
talented artists from across the country to our area to compete We look forward to seeing you at Mountain Maryland Plein Air!
for big prizes from June 2nd to June 7th.
Karen Reckner, Director, Garrett County Arts Council
Chris Sloan, Director, Allegany Arts Council
This is the perfect time to invite friends and family for a visit.
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events in Cumberland on the
weekend of June 5th to June
7th are part of Cumberland
Comes Alive Weekend which
will feature musical offerings; a wine tasting event;
a tour of historical Cumberland; a commercial open
house; and, of course, the
popular downtown Quickdraw event and Mountain
Maryland Plein Air Exhibition opening.
We encourage you to invite
out-of-town friends and family to these events. In particular, we suggest making reservations for the elegant and
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Jet Packs on Deep Creek Lake

The world of watersports has a new ‘toy’; it goes by the name of
the Water Jet pack (“jet pack”) and is rapidly gaining popularity. Jet packs are designed to make you feel like you are flying.
There are a couple of different types of jet packs on the market
currently: the Jet Lev and the Fly Board. The Jet Lev is designed
so you have the jet on your back and the controls are in your
hands—kind of like a flying chair.
The Fly Board is like a wakeboard strapped to your feet with the
water propelling out of the board’s bottom.
How does it work? The jet pack is powered by a PWC (typically
a jetski or waverunner). There is a hose, similar to a fire hose
that is hooked to the jet of the PWC. Water is sucked up as it
normally would be and instead of propelling the PWC the water
goes through the hose and shoots the rider in the air as high as
30 feet. Either the operator of the PWC or the jet pack rider
themselves control the amount of water that propels the rider
in the air. It takes some learning and getting used to but can be
learned by anyone.
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There have not been many seen on Deep Creek Lake thus far,
but with its popularity increasing quickly, we are sure to see
more and more. The state of Maryland has enacted new regulations on these devices to protect the riders and other people on
the water. States such as Florida, Texas, Hawaii, California and
Arizona have also passed similar regulations.
On June 20, 2014 emergency regulations were put into effect
expiring in 180 days. In February the Policy Review Board
formed a committee to give feedback and recommendations for
permanent rules and regulations. These regulations include:
• An observer is required to be on a rescue vessel within 100
feet of the jet pack activity. The rescue vessel must have the
capacity to carry all individuals participating in the jet pack
activity. And the rescue vessel must only be observing one
jet pack at a time.
• All rescue vessels must have an “international orange” flag
with a minimum size of 12” X 12” at least 24” above the
water.
• All riders must have the international orange flag displayed
in either the form of a flag on their body or a vest.
• A helmet is required as well as a high impact Type I, II or III
PFD while riding.
• Jet Packs are not to be operated in less than 6 feet of water,
in no-wake zones or within 100 feet, including vertically,
of any bridge, dock, vessel or other people unless the rider
remains in contact with the water at all times. The rescue
vessel is included and must remain 100 feet away—but have
clear visibility.
• A rider may not pick anyone up out of the water to ride
tandem.
• Jet Packs are prohibited from performing porpoise or
dolphin like motions at any time.
• Jet Packs are not to be used between 11am-4pm on Saturday
and Sunday of Memorial Day weekend and Saturdays and
Sundays from July 1-Labor Day.
• Regular Deep Creek Lake boating regulations are also in
effect for these vessels.
Keep your eyes out for these Jet Packs this summer; they are
definitely a sight to see.
Lauren McCann
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Did you know the origins of Rock Lodge?
At Rock Lodge in Garrett County some
of the earliest efforts by the
State Board of Forestry
to restore devastated forest landscapes occurred
by applying newly
developed scientific
reforestation practices.
Reforestation sought to
correct abusive land practices that occurred in late 1800s
and early 1900s. By 1906, only thirty percent of Maryland’s
original ninety-five percent forested land-base survived.
In the 1920s and 1930s, Rock Lodge, located off Rock
Lodge Road near McHenry, Maryland, was a Garrett County landmark. Multimillionaire Franklin Felix Nicola, who
made his fortune in the building trade based in Pittsburgh,
built Rock Lodge in 1919 as a summer
resort for his family and friends. The
“primitive” resort contained five bedrooms, each with a bath as well as a living room, kitchen and study. Large fireplaces were located in each bedroom,
and in the kitchen and study.

Original view of Rock Lodge

Nicola’s “huge–stone bungalow” also
had attached to it a twenty-five foot
porch that took advantage of the commanding view to the west of the surrounding landscape that overlooked
Cherry Creek.
In 1928, Rock Lodge was destroyed
by fire during a freak April storm that
brought sleet and 22 inches of snow to
the area. Because of the snow and ice,
emergency firefighting vehicles could
not reach the building to put out the fire.
Nicola decided to rebuild Rock Lodge
just like the original, only a bit larger.
Nicola, who lived another ten years after the fire, died on August 18, 1938.
Mr. Nicola’s lodge, as well as the trees
that Fred Besley’s crew planted, still
survive. Rock Lodge, as well at those
trees planted in the 1920s on Nicola’
property, serve as significant monuments representing pioneering “parkitecture” and early on-the-ground efforts to restore the health of Maryland’s
forests.
Scott Johnson
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Reforestation crew at work

An undated photo of Nicola and guests
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TV For Orphan Counties

When the FCC released the below document last month, Chairman Tom Wheeler of the FCC included the following words in
his statement that was attached to the document: “With today’s
action, the Commission moves to make sure that arcane regulations don’t preclude satellite TV customers from accessing instate coverage of news, emergency information, or their local
sports teams”. There is no doubt that was one of the primary
intents of Congress when they passed HR 5728 which became
Public Law 113-200 on December 4, 2014 when President
Obama signed it into law. However, there is an equally important part of the law which allows a given community to “be part
of more than one Designated Market Area (DMA)”. So it is also
very clear that the intent of Congress, the intent of the President,
and the intent of all five of the FCC Commissioners was to resolve the long standing issue affecting thousands of residents in
over a hundred Orphan Counties in almost every state across our
great Nation. That is to uniformly enable ALL residents to view
news, emergency information, sports, and entertainment from
their own local area and state.
The proposed rules are contained in the below link
http://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-adopts-dbs-market-modification-notice-proposed-rulemaking
which was published by the FCC. Of course anyone can comment on them and while the process may appear to be a little
cumbersome, it is the way the FCC operates and has been operating for many years. The proposed rule is a revision to a rule
that has been in effect for several years. It has been possible for
several years to make a “market modification” (change from one
DMA to another) if you received TV from a Cable provider, but
the new law allows this to take place for both Cable as well as
Satellite providers plus, (this part is new and very important to
us) it states that “the Commission may determine that particular
communities are part of more than one television market.” That
is a very important addition that was not available before. What
that means, in simple terms, is that we could receive TV from

Garrett County United
Way Exceeds Goal

The United Way campaign for Garrett County has reached and
exceeded the goal of $90,000 with two months left in the campaign for fiscal 2014 and 2015. The total amount raised as of
April 27th is $91,442. Many thanks to the members of the Property Owners Association (POA) for the wonderful response to
the program. The POA contributed $11,459 which is more than
any other group contribution. Last year the POA members contributed $8,900. Because of you, many people in need in Garrett
County will be assisted in the coming year.
Tom Myers
www.deepcreeklakepoa.com

stations not only in Pennsylvania, but theoretically, also from
the Washington, DC area and the Baltimore area.
Remember, a DMA is a collection of counties (typically 10 to
20) that the residents in that area all receive Television from
the same set of TV stations. Currently Garrett County is in the
Pittsburgh DMA but, fortunately the new law allows us to receive TV from more than one DMA. That means Garrett County
can continue to be in the Pittsburgh DMA but could also receive
TV from stations in the Washington DC DMA and the Baltimore
DMA.
The goal that I’ve been working on is to try to keep all of the
Pittsburgh Stations and add the network stations (ABC, NBC,
CBS, and FOX) from the DC area as well as from the Baltimore
area. The desire is to also add the Hagerstown station plus the
24x7 news station from DC and the Maryland Public Station.
That would be a total of 11 new stations on cable as well as on
satellite (DISH and DIRECTV) that subscribers do not have access to currently.
The new proposed rule (which is draft right now) is found beginning on page 22 (see paragraph 76.59) of the above link, and
is expected go into effect this fall.
You will notice in the beginning of the proposed rule found on
p. 22 of the above link, paragraph (a) which states that:
“The Commission, following a written request from a broadcast
station, or a cable system or satellite carrier, may deem that the
television market, as defined either by §76.55(e) or §76.66(e),
of a particular commercial television broadcast station should
include additional communities within its television market or
exclude communities from such station’s television market. In
this respect, communities may be considered part of more than
one television market. (b) Such requests for modification of a
television market…” etc.
When the rules are finalized this fall, it appears as though a market modification request may be made to the FCC so that those
of us that live in Garrett County may finally be able to view TV
from stations in the Baltimore and Washington DC area.
If you have any questions or comments on this, let me know.
Chuck Hoffeditz
cnhoffeditz@comcast.net
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Poa Board Members
Tom Craven........................’15......................... 301-387-6202
tom_craven@hotmail.com
Susan Crawford..................’16...........scrawfor7@gmail.com
First Vice President		
Morgan France...................’15......................... 301-616-5097
		
silverdagger@gmail.com
Katheryn Gemberling.........’16......................... 301-387-7404
		
kgember@aol.com
Lulu Gonella.......................’17......................... 240-475-4131
		
lulu@lwgconsult.com
Barbara Hafer.....................’15....... barbara@haferassoc.com
Bob Hoffmann....................’16......................... 301-387-4839
President		
rahoffmann93@gmail.com
Ed King..............................’17......................... 301-387-5702
		
edjeanking@verizon.net
Tony Lombardi...................‘16.lombardi.tony.jr@gmail.com
Lauren O’Brien McCann...‘16............lnobrien0@gmail.com
John Quilty.........................’16......................... 301-387-2499
		
jquilty@mitre.org
W. Tom Myers . .................’17......................... 301-387-9162
Treasurer
tom@mountaineerlog.com
Ed Neff...............................’17......................... 301-387-5449
VP Communications
neff.ews@gmail.com

Chris Nichols......................’15......................... 301-387-5134
VP Membership, Assistant Treasurer dimesy23@gmail.
com
Gary Shafer........................’15......................... 301-616-9940
		
rxshaf@gmail.com
Karen Smith.......................’15......................... 301-387-0251
Secretary		
dclpoasmith@comcast.net
Robert Sutton.....................’17......................... 301-387-4957
		
rsutton166@comcast.net
Paul Weiler.........................’17......................... 301-387-6391
Editor of Dispatch
paul_weiler@verizon.net

Emeritus Board Members—Past Presidents
Lou Battistella.................................................. 301-387-2094
		
Lbatt859@aol.com
Mike Belmonte................................mfbelmonte@gmail.com
Troy Ellington.................................................. 301-387-9232
troyellington@verizon.net
Jan Finkel.............................................jfinkel1@comcast.net
Scott Johnson................................................... 301-387-8547
		
sboyumj2@comcast.net
Roger Titus....................................................... 301-344-0052
		
rwtitus@hotmail.com
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