[bookmark: _GoBack]February 9, 2016
The Vice President 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20501 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 
As the nation’s leading organizations focused on promoting cancer research, improving cancer care, and advocating on behalf of the millions of Americans touched by cancer, we applaud your commitment to a national initiative to end cancer as we know it.  Specifically, we thank President Obama and you for proposing $1 billion for the National Cancer Moonshot- beginning with an immediate investment of $195 million for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 and the inclusion of $755 million in new mandatory funds for the NIH and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in the FY 2017 Budget Proposal. This robust investment in the NIH, FDA, and the National Cancer Institute (NCI) will help catalyze the progress against cancer at a time when our scientific knowledge of the disease has never been greater.  
We have heard your call for a greater degree of collaboration and interaction, and we are writing to express our collective ambition and enthusiasm to work with you to carry this mission forward.  Our goal is shared – defeat cancer.  Our organizations have a long history of uniting on a broad variety of issues, but your call for a cancer “moonshot” provides us with renewed commitment to pursue a higher level of collaboration.  We know that our voice is stronger when we are united.  By working together, we can make even greater contributions to this effort and ultimately save and improve the lives of the millions of Americans touched by cancer.
As organizations that represent cancer researchers, cancer centers, clinicians, caregivers, survivors, patient advocates, and others in the cancer community, we greatly appreciate your leadership and share your excitement and sense of urgency for finding more treatments and cures for this devastating disease. Over the coming months, we look forward to working with you to move these concepts from the drawing board to the launching pad.  
Sincerely,


