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I bring greetings from the Metropolitan Association, NY Conference of the 

United Church of Christ, and from my home church, the Congregational Church of 

South Hempstead, on Long Island and I invite you to make it your business to visit us 

there as soon as your schedule permits. On behalf of all of us, I thank the wonderful 

church family of The Bronx Spanish Evangelical Church for your leadership in 

calling us together for this momentous occasion and for your wonderful hospitality. 

May God continue to pour showers of blessings into the life and ministries of this 

church and all of her people. I want to recognize other members of the Metro 

Association Board of Directors and others serving in leadership at the Association. 

 So, I give all honor to God my Savior, to Jesus Christ my Lord and to the Holy 

Spirit the breath of my life and the power of my witness. I give honor to Pastor 

Danilo Lachapel, Rev. Raymod Rivera, and I give honor to you my brothers and my 

sisters, the children of God. 

Scripture  I call on you now to hear with your hearts and to listen with your 

imagination, the word of the Lord at Joshua 6:20 as rendered in the New American 

Standard Bible:  

 So the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets;  
and when the people heard the sound of the trumpet,  
the people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell  
down flat,  so that the people went up into the city, 
every man straight ahead, and they took the city.  
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From that verse and the entire passage read in your hearing, we draw the topic: Time 
to Shout!  
 
 We shout for Oscar Lopez Rivera because he is a living definition of a political 

prisoner for he is in prison not for anything her has done but because of the cause to 

which he is passionately devoted, the cause of freedom for the people of Puerto Rico. 

Some would dismiss Oscar and would dismiss us by saying he is a terrorist but Oscar 

answers that charge himself. He says: “I can go to bed every night with a clear 

conscience because there is no blood on my hands and because my heart remains full 

of love and compassion.” You just have to love a man who is that strong within 

himself. And so we have come here today for this is our Time to Shout for him  and 

our shout is: Libertad Para Oscar!  

 We turn to our text in Joshua 6 and note that verse 1 tells us that the city of 

Jericho was shut up for fear of the children of Israel. So, too, is that jail, that prison in 

Indiana that holds our brother, Oscar Lopez Rivera. It is shut up tight as a fortress not 

against the forces of lawlessness but against the forces of justice, against the forces of 

freedom, against the voices of the people of God who declare, “We are our brothers’ 

keepers; we are our sisters’ keepers and all our lives matter. And Oscar Lopez 

Rivera’s life matters. His life matters to us and so we have gathered for a Time to 

Shout. And our shout that we want the whole world to hear is: Libertad Para 
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Oscar! 

 Now, I really like the way Mr. Young, in his Literal Translation, renders verse 

1 of Joshua 6, for he says Jericho shut itself up because of the presence of the 

children of Israel. In other words, the residents of Jericho didn’t see God. But they 

could see the people of God—God’s presence was made known through the presence 

of God’s people. And that presence of the people by itself was so powerful as to 

make the leaders of Jericho shut the city down tight. In the spirit of Oscar Lopez 

Rivera’s quest for freedom for the people of Puerto Rico, I ask you, I ask us gathered 

here this afternoon, is the presence of God’s church in New York City so powerful as 

to make its leaders shake? Do we have a presence that makes a difference? 

 Jericho was a city shut tight, closed off so that no one could enter and no one 

could leave. Oh, I cannot help but compare that city to our city. Oh yes, we are an 

open city, people come and go as they please but we still have a fight on our hands 

even in this great city which we love. We fight against urban decay, on the one hand, 

and, on the other hand, we fight against the gentrification that will drive Middle class 

folk, especially people of color, out of the City. We fight against police violence 

while at the same time respecting those brave men and women who serve honorably 

to protect the citizens of the City. We fight against our own inhumanity against each 

other as we fight against domestic violence, violence against children, gang violence 
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and we fight against the violence of those who rob, maim, steal and kill just because 

that’s the only way they know how to function in society. We fight against 

homelessness in this, the world’s greatest city. We fight against hunger in this great 

city and this great nation. We fight against inadequate wages and against the 

demonization of people who struggle to live below the poverty line. Oh, if this or any 

city represents those forces of evil, then yes, it is shut tight against the forces of light 

and shut up tight against the forces of righteousness just as Oscar Lopez Rivera’s 

prison in Terre Haute, Indiana--a place known as Guantanamo North--just as that 

place is shut tight against our shouts for freedom and justice. And Oscar’s fight is 

against the insidious and pernicious forces of colonialism and imperialism that attack 

people’s souls in ways they do not always recognize. And it is painful for us to hear 

that those dark forces are applied to the hearts, minds and backs of the Puerto Rican 

people in the name of America and that is why Oscar’s fight must be our fight. That 

is why this is our Time to Shout and our shout is: Libertad Para Oscar!  

 The presence of God’s people, we learn from Joshua 6, makes a difference or 

should make a difference. That’s precisely why it’s important and it is beautiful for 

all of us to be here this afternoon—representing many denominations and many 

churches, yet we are one in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and our presence matters, 

our lives matter, our witness matters. And just as Jericho trembled and could not 
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withstand the God who was present in God’s people, so too will Washington be 

unable to withstand God moving through us, for our presence here sounds forth as a 

trumpet blast for justice and a loud shout for freedom. This is a Time to Shout and 

our shout is: Libertad Para Oscar!  

 And I want you to notice something about verse 2 of Joshua 6. Most of the 

English language translations transition from verse 1 to verse 2 by saying, “And the 

Lord said to Joshua” or “Then the Lord said to Joshua.” However, I think the New 

Living Translation captures something of the true essence of what is going on in this 

fascinating drama. The city in verse 1, is shut tight, and in verse 2, the NLT says: 

“But the LORD.” “But the LORD said to Joshua….” Oscar Lopez Rivera is in prison 

for 33, going on 34 years, But the LORD . The enemies of God’s people have 

fortified their position, But the LORD.  You  have troubles all around you and you 

can’t see through the thick fog of your problems, But the LORD. The LORD 

has plans for you. The LORD has plans for Oscar.  The LORD has plans 

for this freedom and justice movement.  Injustice has prevailed for 33 years, 

But the LORD . Institutional violence in the form of the education-prison-industrial 

complex wages war against black and brown bodies all over America, But the 

LORD.  The devil roams the earth seeking to devour our children, But the LORD.  

 You see, if we appreciate who the LORD is, then we know we have arrived at a 
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Time to Shout. The God to whom we shout for freedom for Oscar, is the God of 

Creation power. The God we serve is the God of Exodus Liberation power. The God 

to whom our voices are lifted in praise is the God of Resurrection power. And the 

God to whom we cry out with loud voices and expectant hearts is the God of Holy 

Ghost Pentecost power—that’s the God we serve and that is the God to whom we 

shout today—we want our Great and Awesome God to hear us as we shout: 

Libertad Para Oscar!  

 In our Joshua text, I want to jump down to verse 10 and have us consider this 

strange development where Joshua tells the people, “March, yes! But don’t shout 

yet!” March six straight days but don’t shout yet. March six more times on the 

seventh day but don’t shout yet. Only after you march around the city for the seventh 

time on the seventh day will you receive the command to shout. You see, your shout 

has to be strategic; your shout has to fit within the tactical battle plan; your shout has 

to be purposeful; your shout must be a part of God’s overall plan. Your shout, 

children of Israel, must be in praise of God’s victory and in praise of what God is 

doing through you. 

If I bring that thought forward into the 21st century, I can declare that what we 

do matters. Our witness today matters. Our voices matter and on this day, we have 

gathered from all over the City and the region to lift our voices at this Time to Shout, 
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and our shout is: Libertad Para Oscar!  

Notice that something about our gathering here mirrors what happened at 

Jericho those many centuries ago. The word at Joshua 6:6 says: So Joshua the son of 

Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the Ark of the Covenant and let 

seven priests carry seven trumpets.” The priests served the people by leading the 

people forward. That was their job then and that is their job in the 21st century, too. 

The priestly class must stand tall whenever there is a cry for justice. For every pastor, 

preacher, teacher and minister, the mantle of servant-leadership is part of our 

anointing from God. And I am so proud of my brother and sister ministers who took 

to the streets of Ferguson, Mo., and Baltimore, Md., and here in NYC and placed 

themselves on the line for peace while responding to the legitimate needs of the 

people to protest injustice. So, it is fitting that here we are, ministers of the gospel, 

shepherds of God’s people, servants of the Most High God, giving testimony to the 

grace of God in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and speaking up for justice by our 

presence here as well as through our voices and our actions as the movement 

continues until Oscar goes home to his family. We are gathered, lay people and 

clergy, with all of our brothers and sisters here this afternoon at this Time to Shout. 

And our shout is: Libertad Para Oscar!  

So we see in Joshua 6, that God used the people; God showed up and showed 
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out for and through the children of Israel. In verse 7, being obedient to God’s battle 

plan, Joshua commanded the people, “Go forward and march around the city….” So 

God used presumably God’s supernatural power, but natural forces, too, to weaken 

Jericho’s walls and the people were instructed to march around the city. That little 

word march, aside from meaning to walk, means to walk with a purpose and, in this 

case, it means to surround the enemy of the people of God. And here’s the part I want 

you to catch: the Hebrew word rendered “march” also means to turn around—in this 

context, to turn around or go around, the entire city. But I submit to you that if you 

are going to be marching for God, if you are going to be a warrior for God, if you are 

going to march in any procession that brings honor to God, you must turn your life 

around! Oh, you can’t be dealing dirt and expect to march for God! You can’t lie, 

cheat, and steal and march for God! You need to turn your life around and turn your 

life over to God. You have to turn around from sin, selfishness and self-destruction if 

you’re going to march for God!  

 Oh, you have to check yourself and be sure you’re marching to God’s battle 

plan and not your own, gimmie, gimmie, gimmie plan! Marching for God means 

you’re an agitator for justice, as Dr. Martin Luther King said. Marching for God 

means you’re an advocate for righteousness and that you have checked in with God, 

gotten your marching orders and now you’re ready to work for justice and you’re 
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ready to shout for freedom. 

The Hebrews outside the walls of the great city of Jericho, that great city which 

had shut itself in, the Hebrews couldn’t know it but their walking around Jericho for 

seven days and for seven times on the seventh day was the equivalent of knocking, 

knocking, knocking until God showed up and did that very thing God promised to do! 

Hear me my sisters and my brothers: God doesn’t have to use us but God 

chooses to use us—that’s part of the beauty and mystery of our God! 

And God not only expects us to serve God, God really does expect us to love one 

another—God expects us to love one another in deeds and action: actions that are 

self-sacrificing, actions that are giving, actions that are genuinely 

loving, actions that reflect God’s grace in our lives so that people will  

see God’s grace in us and give glory to God. That’s why we fight for justice 

for Oscar Lopez Rivera. It’s not just that he is our brother, though he is our brother. 

It’s not just that he stands for the cause of freedom, though he does stand for freedom. 

It’s not just that his life matters, though surly, Oscar’s life matters. It’s that the 

God who dwells in us expects us to represent God in the fight for 

justice. Oscar’s life matters to us because his life matters to God. 

The fight for Justice matters. One of the core components of the Christian faith 

is that we serve a God who gets involved in human affairs and who works, sometimes 
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through what we call supernatural miracles, but who often works through the glorious 

miracle of entering our lives and transforming us so that God can use us  to make a 

difference in the lives of other people. We are privileged as Christians to partner with 

God in the great work of reconciliation and transformation. 

And make no mistake about it—this is a transformational moment. This is a 

transformational movement. This is all about the transforming power of the Holy 

Spirit at work among us. It’s that same Spirit that said Occupy Wall Street! It’s that 

same Spirit that said Fight for living wages for families in this City. It’s that same 

Spirit that led brothers and sisters all across the country to march, to be present for, 

Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, Michael Brown, Freddy Grey, little Tamir Rice, and so 

many others. It’s that  same Spirit that says: “On the Day of Judgment I will say to 

the righteous, ‘Oh, you fed me when I was hungry and you clothed me when I was 

naked, you even visited me when I was in prison.’” In other words, if we want God to 

show up for us, we have to show up for God-and in the name of Jesus our Lord, we 

have to show up for the least of these in the kingdom and we have to show up for the 

cause of justice and freedom. 

And today, we have shown up  for Oscar Lopez Rivera and we shout to all 

who will hear: Libertad Para Oscar!  

Joshua chapter 6 goes onto describe what happened in that momentous week of 
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human history. As the people marched the first day, the second day, the third, day, the 

fourth day, the fifth day, the sixth day, they must have started wondering about 

Joshua’s battle tactics. They may have grumbled among themselves and said, “Oh we 

need a Moses; this Joshua fellow has us walking around in circles.” I can hear the 

people grumbling and saying, “That boy is confused!” But what they didn’t know 

was that Joshua wasn’t confused because he’d had an audience with the Master. What 

they didn’t know was that Joshua wasn’t the general, he was just the chief of staff, 

and he’d gotten his battle orders from the General of the Armies of the Lord, from the 

One known as the Ancient of Days and the Rock of Ages, the Lord God Almighty! 

 We cannot always know everything that God is doing but we can know 

that nothing can stop God from accomplishing God’s purpose. Like Joseph, in 

Pharaoh’s dungeon, Oscar Lopez Rivera waits for his day of freedom but through 

these long years, through these long decades, God has been priming him and God has 

been priming us and priming events to arrive at this present time when our voices will 

shout out in a crescendo of praise to God and will be lifted in a thunderous call for 

justice and freedom. We can never get discouraged for our Time to Shout  is upon 

us! Now the walls of Oscar’s prison are primed to fall down flat. Now the Time to 

Shout  God’s victory is upon us and you and I are privileged to be here to witness 

what God is doing. 
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Our mission, our calling, indeed our privilege, is to keep our hearts focused on 

Jesus as we engage the burdens of our brothers and our sisters. That’s our mission, 

we are not called to sit around and look pretty—we are called to get up off our holy 

backsides and engage with those who are hurting and to embrace those who are 

wounded by the slings and arrows of life. We are called to get into the trenches were 

the people are who have real needs and real pain and we are called to be their 

ministering angels. We are called to be the hands and feet, the arms and legs of God’s 

grace. 

That’s what I love about a church like The Bronx Spanish Evangelical Church 

with its amazing program of feeding thousands of people here in the Bronx (God 

bless this church family to continue that great work). And I salute all of you who 

practice the Christianity of the trenches, the Christianity that applies love through 

action and not just words. It’s that kind of Christianity that brings us all here today 

because this is our Time to Shout . 

 And finally, notice this: the shout of verse 20 is not a shout calling God to 

come do something. The shout of the people is not a shout of prayer, pleading for 

God to hear them. The shout of the people is not a shout of despair over what seemed 

to be the impregnable walls of Jericho—but Joshua says, when I tell you to shout, 

shout because it means that the LORD our God has given you the victory. Oh, Glory 
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Hallelujah! 

So, when we shout for Oscar this afternoon, it’s more than a prayer, it’s a 

praise. It’s not wishful thinking about what we hope to happen, it’s a shout of 

assurance that we know the God we’re dealing with and we know what God has done 

and what God can do. So we shout and declare that the victory is ours! 

We shout for Washington to hear: Libertad Para Oscar! 

We shout for San Juan to hear: Libertad Para Oscar! 

We shout not in despair but in triumph: Libertad Para Oscar! 

We shout not in darkness but in light: Libertad Para Oscar! 

We shout not in sadness but in joy: Libertad Para Oscar! 

We shout not with hate-filled hearts but like Oscar with hearts empowered 

by God’s love: Libertad Para Oscar! 

We shout not broken or embittered by a gloomy 33 years of prison, but as a 

people compelled by the power of the grace of God in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ: Libertad Para Oscar! 

We shout not in defeat but rejoicing in the total victory of our God: Libertad 

Para Oscar! Libertad Para Oscar! Libertad Para Oscar! Shout! 

Shout! 

Shout! For the Battle is the LORD’s! 


