FOOTHILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH | LIFE NOTES
FORK IN THE ROAD: WEEK 6
SYNOPSIS OF SERIES
Are you longing for greater impact for Christ? A great way to grow our spiritual influence is by learning from
the lives and examples of Godly men and women who have gone before us. The prophet Elijah had a
profound influence upon his generation. During the times in which he lived Israel was a dark place. Evil
kings ruled. Pagan gods were worshipped. Morality didn’t matter. Life was no longer valued. Almost
everyone had forgotten Jehovah, the God of Israel. God used Elijah to call his people back to himself. No
one could be around Elijah for very long, before they found themselves making a decision for or against the
God of Israel. Elijah was…a fork in the road.
GETTING STARTED
Do you know of any ‘prayer warriors?’ What is it about their prayer life that most impresses you?
This past Sunday, Pastor Steve expressed that “The world will not be significantly changed by Christians
working harder to be relevant, excellent, strategic, leadership savvy, or even relational. It will only be
transformed as believers learn to passionately and persistently seek after God in prayer and act on what He
says.” How does this statement strike you?
DIGGING DEEPER
Read out loud together James 5:16b (NLT)
The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results
• What was the first thought or reaction that came to your mind when you recited this promise?
• Why is this promise sometimes hard to believe?
• What kind of prayer is James talking about?
Read 1st Kings 18:42-45
“And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” So Ahab went off to eat
and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face between his
knees. “Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he went up and looked. “There is nothing
there,” he said. Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small
as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.” So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down
before the rain stops you.’” Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started
falling and Ahab rode off to Jezreel.”
• If you were Elijah’s servant, how would you respond to being commanded to ‘Go back’ seven times?
• How would you characterize the way Elijah prayed?
Do you recall, the illustrations Pastor Steve shared about Hudson Taylor (praying for wind to fill the sails on
a calm sea), his grandparents (praying for rain), and the Dalit widow from India (who prayed for Reggi to
come back to life)? Which of these illustrations did you find most compelling? Why?
WRAPPING IT UP
Spend some time asking God to give our church family an increased passion for prayer

