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PIRATES
SYNOPSIS OF SERIES
Piracy is an act of robbery or criminal violence at sea. Those who engage in acts of piracy are
called pirates. The earliest documented instances of piracy were in the 14th century BC, when the Sea
Peoples, a group of ocean raiders, attacked the ships of the Aegean and Mediterranean civilizations. The
origin of the Greek word is "literally "one who attacks (ships I love that definition “one who attacks the
ship.”)
There is something mysterious, but intriguing about pirates. We love movies about them; we love to dress
up our kids like them. When we think what it actually meant to be a pirate, we quickly realize that the life of
a pirate was ruthless. Being a pirate was not just about sailing and dancing on the deck. It involved
robbing, plundering and in some cases killing. It was a life driven by selfishness, greed, lust, and anger
– the pirate mantra could be summed with the words, “I want what I want and I want it now.”
Let me make a spiritual parallel here. If a pirate is one who attacks a ship, then sin is one who attacks the
soul. If we are not careful, sin will begin to steer us. In this series we are going to identify any sin (pirates)
that have boarded our ship and we are going to use the power of the Holy Spirit to deal with them.
GETTING STARTED
What is lust?
Pastor Steve suggested that ‘lust is a desire to acquire that is either out of bounds or out of balance.’
What do you think of this definition? What is ‘out of bounds’? ‘out of balance’?
In the New Testament, there are three Greek words that are translated with our English word ‘lust’. Do you
remember the specific meaning behind each of these Greek terms:
• ‘epi-thumia’
• ‘orexis’
• ‘hedone’
DIGGING DEEPER: LUST
Read Matthew 27-29
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who
looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes
you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for
your whole body to be thrown into hell"
In this passage, Jesus talks about lust in the context of sexual desire.

Is it really possible to ‘admire without the need to acquire’? At what point does admiration turn into ‘the
desire to acquire’?
What things do people say to justify or minimize ‘looking’?
Some say that ‘looking is harmless’. What do you think Jesus would say about that perspective?
What are your thoughts on this statement from Pastor Steve: “The more you feed the desire to acquire,
the more it craves. The more it craves, the more it consumes. The more it consumes, the more it controls.
The more it controls, the more it condemns”
Why is the pirate of lust such a formidable foe?
Read 2nd Corinthians 10:5
5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God,
and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
Pastor Steve listed five important elements in the fight against lust:
1-Face up to it
2-Believe that you can win
3-Figure out what’s behind it
4-Get out in front of it
5-Turn it around to prayer and praise
Discuss the significance of each
Are there others you would add?

Moving Forward
Spend some time in prayer, asking God for a passion for godliness. (The strong desire to acquire
godliness is never out of bounds or out of balance!)

