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ENCOUNTERS: WEEK 7 
 
 
 
SYNOPSIS OF SERIES 
 
Jesus changed the world forever. What he did 2000 years ago in 3 years of ministry is impossible to 
ignore. What made Jesus so unique? What was it about him that led people to drop everything to follow 
him? Over the next few weeks we are going to be looking deeply at the book of Mark. We want to invite 
you and group to take a look at some of the most profound Jesus encounters recorded in Scripture. My 
prayer is that you would encounter Jesus in a new and fresh way.  
 
GETTING STARTED 
 
Any Lord of the Ring fans?    
 
In the story, the Ring of Power has magical qualities that allow its wearer to become invisible, among other 
things. Ironically, though, whoever possesses the Ring ultimately finds that the Ring possesses him, and 
the allure of its power becomes too great to resist. The more one wears it and experiences its power, the 
harder it is to remove it or part with it. There’s a scene in The Lord of the Rings where Gandalf the wizard 
tells Frodo, the story’s hero, about the dangers he will face as the one who must bear the Ring of Power 
on a perilous journey. He warns Frodo of the great power the Ring has to possess the one who carries it. 
Frodo, of course, is skeptical. After all, it’s just a ring. So, as a test, Gandalf challenges him to give up the 
Ring, to destroy it. “Try,” said Gandalf. “Try now!” Frodo drew the Ring out of his pocket again and looked 
at it…. The gold looked very fair and pure, and Frodo thought how rich and beautiful was its color, how 
perfect was its roundness. It was an admirable thing and altogether precious. When he took it out he had 
intended to fling it from him into the very hottest part of the fire. But he found now that he could not do so, 
not without a great struggle. He weighed the Ring in his hand, hesitating, and forcing himself to remember 
all that Gandalf had told him. And then, with an effort of will he made a movement, as if to cast it away – 
but he found he had put it back in his pocket. Gandalf laughed grimly. “You see?” 
 
Do you have any possessions that you are attached to?  
 
What is something that you have had to give up/surrender? (possession, relationship, etc…) 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
 
Read Mark 10:17-31 
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he 
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is 
good—except God alone.19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and 
mother.’  20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”21 Jesus looked at him and 
loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because 



he had great wealth. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter 
the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how 
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to 
each other, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but 
not with God; all things are possible with God.” 28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow 
you!” 29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present 
age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 
 
 
The question burning inside this man is one that burns or has burned inside of each of us. What must I do 
to inherit eternal life? 
 
“I do.” Do you think of salvation as something that has to be earned? Have you in the past? How has your 
thinking changed on this?  
 
We live in a culture that in many ways believes that a person’s “moral record/goodness” is what gets them 
into heaven or the afterlife. How have you see this played out? How do you fall into this trap in your own 
life?  
 
Jesus tells this man that it’s not about being good, it’s about total surrender. Total surrender for him 
means, “Go sell it all and follow me.” The man’s face fell, he was grieved because he loved his money. He 
was looking for one more thing to do, he was not expecting Jesus to leave it all to follow him.  
 
Why does Jesus require him to sell everything? Why not just sell some? Start somewhere?  
 
Do you view following Jesus as total surrender? Why or why not?  
 
Moving Forward 
 
What is total surrender?  What would it look like for you?  
 
Why does Christianity seem to be growing less popular in America? The heart of the Gospel is the cross. 
The cross represents self-sacrifice, it represents giving up power, it represents having less and giving 
more, it represents being a servant.  
 
 
Prayer 
 
Spend some time sharing what God might be asking you to surrender and pray for one another.  
 


