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FORK IN THE ROAD: WEEK 2  
 
SYNOPSIS OF SERIES  
Are you longing for greater impact for Christ? A great way to grow in our spiritual influence is by learning from the 
lives and examples of Godly men and women who have gone before us. The prophet Elijah had a profound influence 
upon his generation. In his day, Israel was a dark place: Evil kings ruled. Pagan gods were worshipped. Life was 
cheap. Morality didn’t matter. It seemed as if everyone had forgotten Yahweh, the God of Israel. It was in this 
environment that God raised-up the prophet Elijah to be his voice. Though very imperfect, unqualified, and unrefined, 
Elijah had an enormous spiritual impact. No one could be around the prophet for very long, before they found 
themselves making a decision for or against the God of Israel. Elijah was…a fork in the road 

 
GETTING STARTED  
What would you say has been the most difficult and challenging season in your life? How did it change you?  
DIGGING DEEPER  
Read 1st Kings 17:2-10 
2 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 3 “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the 
Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have directed the ravens to supply you with food there.” 5 So he did 
what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed there. 6 The ravens brought 
him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7 Some time 
later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to him: 9 “Go 
at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” 
10 So he went to Zarephath.”  
 
On Sunday, Pastor Steve mentioned that the Hebrew name ‘Kerith’ comes from a root word meaning ‘to cut down or 
prune’. The Hebrew name ‘Zarephath’ comes from a root word meaning ‘to smelt or refine’ 
 
God used the year in Kerith and two years in Zarephath to prune Elijah for greater fruitfulness and refine his 
character. 
   

• How might the command to go to Kerith have created a crisis of trust and obedience for Elijah? Why might he 
have questioned God’s command? 

 

• What lessons do you think he might have learned at Kerith? 
 

• Why might Elijah have questioned God’s wisdom in sending him to Zarephath? 
 

• What lessons do you think he might have learned there? 
 

• What have you learned about coping with the Kerith’s and Zarephath’s of life? 
 
 

WRAPPING IT UP 
Elijah immediately obeyed the word of the Lord even though the commands may not have sense at the time.  He 
chose to trust God’s voice, wisdom, and faithfulness even in the absence of certainty. Is there an area of your life right 
now where God is asking you to trust and obey? 
Pray for one another. 


