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SYNOPSIS OF SERIES
Piracy is an act of robbery or criminal violence at sea. Those who engage in acts of piracy are called pirates.
There is something mysterious, but intriguing about pirates. We love movies about them; we love to dress up
our kids like them. When we think what it actually meant to be a pirate, we quickly realize that the life of a
pirate was ruthless. Being a pirate was not just about sailing and dancing on the deck. It involved robbing,
plundering and in some cases killing. It was a life driven by selfishness, greed, lust, and anger – the pirate
mantra could be summed with the words, “I want what I want and I want it now.”
Let me make a spiritual parallel here. If a pirate is one who attacks a ship, then sin is one who attacks the soul.
If we are not careful, sin will begin to steer us. In this series we are going to identify any sin (pirates) that have
boarded our ship and we are going to use the power of the Holy Spirit to deal with them.
GETTING STARTED
Who is your favorite pirate character? …and why?
DIGGING DEEPER: Deceit
Read Matthew 5:33-37
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill
to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven,
for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.
37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.
What do you think Jesus is talking about? What exactly is he forbidding?
How do you see the following imperatives reflected in this passage?
• Tell the Truth (Proverbs 14:5)
• Keep Your Promises (Ecclesiastes 5:5)
• Watch Your Mouth (Ephesians 4:29)
Read Ephesians 4:29
Why do you think that it’s become ‘cool’ for Christians to use ‘salty language’?
Moving Forward
Spend some time in prayer, asking God for a passion for truthfulness and godly speech.

