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Board of Trustees

President:
Henry E. Edelhauser, Ph.D.

Secretary - Treasurer:
Martha B. Burdette, Ph.D.

Members:

Mr. Dameron Black III
Mrs. Jane C. Black
Harry K. Delcher, M.D.

Board of Overseers
Mr. Shepard B. Ansley
Ms. Ginger Birdsey
Mr. Ralph Birdsey
Mr. Dameron Black, IV
Mrs. Betty Foy Sanders Botts

The Very Reverend
Samuel G. Candler

Mrs. Beverly B. Coker
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Feidler
Mr. Mark L. Feidler
Mrs. Margaret Foreman
Mrs. Loretta W. Franklin
Mr. G. Lemuel Hewes
Ms. Eve Hoffman
Linton Hopkins, M.D.
Mrs. Deborah Keenan
Mr. Stephen R. Lansing
Ms. Fluffy McDuffie
Mr. David B. McElroy
Mr. Virgil Murray

Mr. John L. North

Ms. Margaret Oliva

Ms. Kerry Quinn

Mr. Spence Rosenfeld
Ms. Ernestine Shaffer
Jonas A. Shulman, M.D.
Ms. Clara Traver

Ms. Phyllis Weiss

Mrs. Julia Williams
Mrs. Lynne Winship

A Message from the President
of the Board of Trustees

The 2014-2015 school year at Ben Franklin

Academy was a memorable one for many

reasons. From an academic perspective,

Ben Franklin Academy achieved its goal of

offering an exceptional college preparatory

education for each of its students with

great success. The thirty-four seniors in the

class of 2015 (pictured on the front cover)

: were awarded more than $2.6 million in

scholarships, including 79% who qualified for the Hope Scholarship.

In addition, more than 76% of the graduating seniors were admitted

into their first choice of colleges which are among the finest and

most challenging schools of higher education in the country. We

wish our graduates continued success as they move into the next
exciting chapter in their lives.

Faculty and parents worked together during the 2014-2015 school
year to provide the support that all our students in grades 9-12 need
to be successful. We are grateful to our Trustees and Overseers for
their continued leadership and help in achieving goals outlined in
the school’s Strategic Plan.

While the purpose of this report is to acknowledge and give thanks
for the many contributions received during the past academic
year, we would be remiss if we did not also acknowledge the recent
passing of two distinct contributors to Ben Franklin Academy.

Dr. Wood Smethurst, Co-Founder of the school, and Dr. C. Michael
York, former Board Chairman, were two of Ben Franklin Academy’s
dedicated leaders. Our community remains deeply saddened by the
loss of these two leaders.

Dr. Martha Burdette, Dr. Smethurst’s co-founding partner, was
appointed Head of School by the Board of Trustees at the end of
June. We look forward to her leadership during the 2015-2016
school year and beyond with both excitement and pride. Next
year, Ben Franklin Academy will conclude the final step toward
reaccreditation with the SACS/SAIS Visit in the fall. This process
is always a wonderful time to evaluate both the strengths and
opportunities for improvement within the school and will help
launch BFA to the next level of private, secondary school education.

Thank you for your partnership and care for all that we are doing at
Ben Franklin Academy.

Sincerely,
|
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Henry F. Edelhauser, Ph.D.
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A Message from the Head of School

Dear Friends and Family of the BFA Community,

Before highlighting the many accomplishments from the 2014-2015 academic
year, I would like to thank you for your support as our community remembers,
honors, and celebrates the life of Dr. Wood Smethurst, my co-founding partner.
It is truly a blessing that we had him for as long as we did, and I am grateful for
all that he gave both to me, as my mentor, and to our students. He recognized
their talents, and he helped each student find success in learning. He believed
that the highest calling one could have is to be a teacher, and he lived in a way
that demonstrated his passion for education, Mastery Learning, and a love for all
of God’s children. The Smethurst Family has generously asked that all donations
made in memory of Dr. Smethurst go to the Wood Smethurst Scholarship Fund to help students who
otherwise could not attend our school.

As we dedicate this Annual Report to Dr. Smethurst, we recognize how integral his role was in the success
of the 2014-2015 academic school year. It was one of the school’s strongest years to date, thanks to our
outstanding Faculty and Staft. A few highlights include:

« We continued 2013-2014’s trend of strong enrollment, with 134 in the High School Program and 153
in the Clinic Program. Over 50% of students chose the Longer Day Option, continuing a three-year trend
of growth in this area.

o Our sports teams had outstanding seasons. The Cross Country team had a particularly noteworthy
season and participated in eight meets. Over the course of these meets, every runner improved his/her
personal record. At BFA we like to celebrate these individual victories, which highlight personal growth
both in and out of the classroom.

o The Parent Committee provided strong support this year, hosting student lunches, parent socials, and
a graduation party for the seniors and their parents. We believe that the success of our Annual Fund
efforts can be attributed, in part, to their dedicated efforts.

 Our Alumni Committee planned its inaugural reunion event at The Luminary Restaurant for all
BFA alumni and their parents. We had a great turnout, which included attendees from a broad range of
classes.

I appreciate the efforts of the Trustees, Overseers, Faculty, Staff, parents, students, and friends who made it
possible for our school to continue to prosper and address the unique needs of our students — even during
times of loss and leadership transitions. I look forward to the next phase of our work together, and I am
honored by the Trustee’s decision to appoint me Head of School.

With gratitude,

Traa B Bundici

Martha B. Burdette, Ph.D.
Head of School

Our Mission Statement

As a college preparatory high school, we provide our students
with a challenging individualized college preparatory education
within a caring community of learners, while advancing the
knowledge and methodology of adolescent education.
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2014 - 2015 Annual Fund

We were humbled by the generosity of our school’s families, friends, and local foundations this
year, and we are pleased to announce that Ben Franklin Academy raised more than $477,862
for the 2014-2015 Annual Fund. Ben Franklin’s Annual Fund provides support for the most
crucial needs of the school, which were designated for capital improvements and support

for our Scholarship Fund during the 2014-2015 year. At Ben Franklin Academy, we want to
educate all deserving students, regardless of financial background, and you, our community of
supporters, help to make that goal a possibility

Contributors

1987 Circle
AEC Trust
Mary Claus

Emory L. Cocke
Fund-Atlanta Foundation

Caroline and Peter Finnerty
Judy and Andrew Keenan

The Thomas M. and Irene B. Kirbo
Charitable Trust

Pam Rollins

1999 R. Randall Rollins
Charitable Lead Annuity Trust

The Sartain Lanier
Family Foundation, Inc.

Gertrude and William C. Wardlaw Fund
Mrs. John Williams
Mrs. Lynne M. Winship

The Wadleigh C. Winship
Charitable Fund

Headmaster’s Club
Lisa and Paul Brown
EZ Agape
Elizabeth and Mark Feidler

John and Mary Franklin
Foundation, Inc.

Lenora and Alfred Glancy Foundation
Marjorie and Richard Hubbell

Dr. Sheryl G. Mendola
and Dr. Rich Mendola

Headmaster’s Club (continued)

James Starr Moore
Memorial Foundation

Mary Ryan and Henry G. Kuhrt
Foundation

Trails Carolina, LLC

Trustees Circle
Lemuel Hewes
Mr. and Mrs. John Hickman
Lori and John Hickman
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Keenan

Somerset Foundation, Inc

Houston Mill Society
Ms. Leslie Benator
Elizabeth W. and John W. Donnelly
Jessica and Jeff DeHart
Ellen V. Brown
Jerome C. Bruner
Angela and Mike Cassidy
Kirstie and Phillip Cunningham
Lisa and Mark Diamond
Kitty and Kurt Diefenbach
Michael Doherty
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Edelhauser

Dr. Caroline Fohlin
and Dr. John Latting

Peggy and Rawson Foreman
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Contributors

Houston Mill Society (continued)
Dr. and Mrs. William Grist
Leah Harrison

Hawkins Parnell
Thackston & Young LLP

Steve Lansing

Virginia M. Lansing

Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Maier, Jr
Brooke and Steven Pena

Sheryl and Richard Pressler
Christina and Jim Price

Rhea Living Trust
Randy and Marilynn Rhea Trustees

Terry and Bert Romberg

Dr. Richard Rothenberg

Dr. and Mrs. Jonas A. Shulman
Karen Hanrahan and Andy Siegel
Katie and David Vigilante
Dianna and Jim Wagner

Marcia and Charlie F. Weber

Ambassadors
Anonymous
Karen and Frank Boykin
Mrs. Celeste R. Braxton
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Casadonte
Coca-Cola Company
Beverly Coker
Susan and Scott Fleischman
Loretta Franklin
Beth and Steve Hamilton
Dr. and Mrs. Linton Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jacobson
Rhonda L. Klein

Doug and Melissa LaBelle
Family Foundation

Cathy and John Lally

Ambassadors (continued)
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Newington

Deborah W. Keenan
and Michael O'Reilly

Mr. and Mrs. Dimitry Plotko
Nancy Paris and Paul Prebble
Kevin Rogan

Nancy and Joe Tracy

Mary and Tom Watson
Diana Woods

Donors
Amgen Foundation
Anonymous (2)
Jeff L. Allen

Andrew R. Amicon
Amicon Family Trust

Shepard B. Ansley

Martha and George Atkins, Jr.
Mary and William Avery
Katherine Bailey

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Bailey

Amy and Lee Barnes

Teresa Basch

Susan and James Beaudreault
Richard Belcher

Thomas C. Benedict

Deborah Perlis and Edward Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berkowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Dameron Black, IV
Melinda and Scott Bond

Michael Borchers

Cheryl and David Braitberg

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Bresee

Mrs. Berney M. Bridges

Dr. Martha B. Burdette
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Contributors

Donors (continued)
Stephen P. Caldwell
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Callahan
Mr. and Mrs. A.D. Cannon
Dr. Richard Carlin and Dr. Enid Carlin
Nancy and Dan Carithers
Richard Catrambone
Yiqing Chen and Chengjing Zhou
Dr. Terence L. Chorba
Kay and Malcolm Citron
Susan and Ed Croft
Eve Cronje
Rosemary and Tim Cunningham

Ms. Ruth Day Dickson
and Mrs. R. D. Dalton

Sydney D’Arcy
Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett Davis 111
Dr. and Mrs. Brown W. Dennis

Dr. Michael Doherty
and Dr. Marilyn Moore

Debbie and Connie Dotson
Ms. Mynell Y. DuBose
Philip J. Dufty, Jr.

Eve and Bob Eckardt
Robert Edge

Harriet W. and Edward P. Ellis
Charitable Trust

Kitty and Clayton Farnham
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Finer
Cathy Fish

Mrs. Marietta E. Gilman

Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Goble
Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Goines
Nancy D. Gould

Reid Hailey

Melissa and Durham Hamilton

Margaret and Joe Hamilton III

Dana Hartley and Robert Black

Mr. and Mrs. Ponder Harrison
Stephen, Anne, and Charlotte Hassett
Carol H. and Ronnie Heath

Lisa and Robert Heller

Elsie and Jim Henderson

Ann C. Higgins and Kerry W. Blind
David L. Higgins

Brenda Hiskey

Eve P. Hoftman

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hull

Dr. Sonja S. Hutchins

John M. Hyatt

Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Jones

Dr. and Mrs. Barry Kennedy
Kernersville High School Class of 1950
Bernard Kippelen Family

Mary and Edward Konieczny
Marjorie W. Kulman

Meagan Landis

Helen, Doug, Katie and Lucy Lansing
Lillian B. Law

Kate Binzen and Peter Lindsay

Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Low

Susan Luckman

Gail Luehrs

Jane and Doug Lybrook

James Macke

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Madden
Trudy and Bert Madden

Judith and Reginald Maisonneuve
Kecia and Humphrey May III
Joanne M. Mayo

Virginia M. Mayo

Sarah and Walter Mayo III

Mr. and Mrs. D. Craig Maxwell
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Contributors

Donors (continued)

The Reverend and Mrs.
Stephen Y. McGehee

Sara Griffin McKoy

Dr. Alice Mina and Mr. George Mina Debora

Mitchell

Nazia Mithwani

Michele and Mark Mobley

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Moseley
Gus Napier

Sherry Nappier

Nancy and Edward Nicholson
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry O’Brien
Katherine Ohlhausen

Janet Olsen

Carol and George Overend

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Page

Paula Klingman-Palk and Robert Palk
Mr. and Mrs. J. Knox Pannill IIT
Alana Black and Adam M. Payne
William G. Pritchard, Jr.

Dr. Jonathan Prude
and Dr. Rosemary Eberiel

Brenda Rambeau

Daniel B. Rather

Ashley and Jonathan Reckford
Riverridge Garden Club
Spence Rosenfeld

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Rudolph
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Ryan
Kristin Isbell Schendl
Norma and Jim Schweizer
Susan Shannon

Dr. Carol Senf

John B. Shepard

R. Charles Shufeldt

Dr. Wood Smethurst
Alison Smith

Mark and Robin Spiegel
Family Fund of the Jewish Federation

Barbara and Jim Stevens
Esther and Jim Stokes
Weedie and Mark Stowers

Dr. Cedrella C. Jones-Taylor
& Jerome Henry Taylor

Jean O. and Douglas Taylor
Elizabeth R. Terrell

Paul D. Thompson

Nancy T. Tippins

Ms. Clara Traver

Cecilia and Jaime Troiano

Stuart Tross

True Blue-Southstar Energy Services LLC

Rebecca and Robert VanLier

John Vian

Vivian A. Waldrop

Beth Wallace

The Reverend J. Robert Ward

Hariett and Paul Weinberg

Phyllis Weiss

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall J. Wellborn, Jr.
James White

The Reverend Dr.
and Mrs. James K. Wilson, Jr.

Lynda and Bob Wilson
Judith and Eugene Winograd

Mimi Bremer Woodruff
and Gerry Woodruft

Virginia T. Wright

Senior Gifts

Connor M. Cassidy
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Contributors

Honor Gifts

In honor of Dameron Black, IV

The James Starr Moore
Memorial Foundation

In honor of Wells Shaw Brown, Ph.D.

The Somerset Foundation, Inc.

In honor of Dr. Martha Burdette
Lisa and Mark Diamond

Jessica and Jeff DeHart
Kecia and Humphrey May III

In honor of Celine Macke
James Macke

In honor of Benjamin M. McGehee

The Reverend and Mrs.
Stephen Y. McGehee

In honor of Osa Eke
Dr. Sonja S. Hutchins

In honor of BFAs Faculty and Staff
Lisa and Robert Heller

In honor of Eli Harrison
Terry and Bert Romberg

In honor of Nathaniel Hoffman
Diana Woods

In honor of Olga Inozemtseva
Gail Luehrs

In honor of Peyton Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Paul B. Jones

In honor of Samantha Lundy
Friend of Ben Franklin Academy

In honor of Stephen Madden
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Madden

In honor of Ryan Rhea
Marilynn and Randy Rhea

In honor of Charles Schendl
Kristin Isbell Schendl

In honor of Jonah Siegel
Karen Hanrahan and Andy Siegel

In honor of Dr. Wood Smethurst
Ms. Leslie Benator

Kecia and Humphrey May III

In honor of Charlie Weber
Jessica and Jeff DeHart

In honor of Mrs. Marguerite York
Melinda and Scott Bond

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Dr. Milt Budoff
Dr. Susan Luckman

In memory of Lewis Rockwell Fish
Cathy Fish

In memory of Dr. Patricia Honchar
Dr. Richard Rothenberg

In memory of William H. Izlar
Brenda Rambeau

In memory of Alec S. Lansing

Andrew R. Amicon
and the Amicon Family Trust

Katherine Bailey

Susan and James Beaudreault
Karen and Frank Boykin
Ellen V. Brown

Michael Borchers

Dr. Martha B. Burdette
Angela and Mike Cassidy

Dr. Michael Doherty
and Dr. Marilyn Moore

Elizabeth W. and John W. Donnelly
Mrs. Marietta E. Gilman

Reid Hailey

Melissa and Durham Hamilton
Stephen, Anne, and Charlotte Hassett
David L. Higgins

John M. Hyatt

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Keenan

Meagan Landis
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Contributors

Memorial Gifts (continued)

In memory of Alec S. Lansing (continued)

Steve Lansing

Helen, Doug, Katie, and Lucy Lansing
Virginia M. Lansing

Sara Griffin McKoy

Joanne M. Mayo

Virginia M. Mayo

Sarah and Walter Mayo, II1

Mr. George Mina and Dr. Alice Mina
Katherine Ohlhausen

Christina and Jim Price

Kevin Rogan

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Rudolph

Dr. Wood Smethurst

Mark and Robin Spiegel Family
Elizabeth R. Terrell

Trails Carolina, LLC

Rebecca and Robert VanLier

Marcia and Charlie F. Weber

In memory of Doris Evan Moore
Michael Doherty

In memory of Margaret Shepherd Yates
Ms. Mynell Y. DuBose

In memory of Dr. C. Michael York
Amgen Foundation

Martha and George Atkins, Jr.
Amy and Lee Barnes

Melinda and Scott Bond

Mrs. Berney M. Bridges

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Callahan
Nancy and Dan Carithers
Richard Catrambone

Susan and Ed Croft

Eve Cronje

Sydney D’Arcy

In memory of Dr. C. Michael York (continued)

Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett Davis, 111

Ms. Ruth Day Dickson
and Mrs. R. D. Dalton

Dr. and Mrs. Brown W. Dennis
Eve and Bob Eckardt

Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Goble
Nancy D. Gould

Margaret and Joe Hamilton, III
Mr. and Mrs. Ponder Harrison
Elsie and Jim Henderson

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hull

Hawkins Parnell Thackston
& Young, LLP

Marjorie W. Kulman

Kernersville High School
Class of 1950

Lillian B. Law

Jane and Doug Lybrook
Trudy and Bert Madden

Mr. and Mrs. D. Craig Maxwell
Debora Mitchell

Michele and Mark Mobley
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Moseley
Nancy and Edward Nicholson
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry O’Brien
Carol and George Overend
William G. Pritchard, Jr.
Daniel B. Rather

Riverridge Garden Club
Susan Shannon

John B. Shepard

Barbara and Jim Stevens
Esther and Jim Stokes

Nancy T. Tippins

Stuart Tross

Vivian A. Waldrop
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Contributors

Memorial Gifts (continued)
In memory of Dr. C. Michael York (continued)
The Reverend J. Robert Ward

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall J. Wellborn, Jr.
James White

The Reverend Dr.
and Mrs. James K. Wilson, Jr.

Mimi Bremer Woodruff
and Gerry Woodruft

Virginia T. Wright

In-Kind Donations
Laura Aronson

Gary Bo

Kay Citron

Mary Claus

Kitty Cohen

Taylor Deane

Kristin and Jeff Guthrie

Beth Hamilton

Eli Harrison

Drew Hayner

Lori Hickman

Eli Kirschstein

Linda Kyles

Amanda Long
Bernice Marberry
Claire Berger and Branslov Marinkovic
Ahn Thu Nyugen
Mary Page

Maria Panera

Nancy Paris

Ted Ryan

Thomas M. Smith IV
Dianna Wagner
Charlie Weber

Ms. Terri Whitehead

Dr. Robert Hahn

The Wood Smethurst Scholarship Fund

The Wood Smethurst Scholarship Fund was established in 2008 to provide much-needed
financial assistance to future BFA students. For nearly three decades, Wood Smethurst

led the way and served as an inspiration to the whole BFA community. This Scholarship
Fund is a way to pay tribute to him as the remarkable educator that he was. Please consider
honoring Wood with your support of a special memorial gift to this fund. Gifts made to

the Wood Smethurst Scholarship Fund will allow teens from every economic background

to benefit from a progressive educational program, tailored to students” individual needs,
which helps them reach their academic potential. We are truly grateful for your support
and commitment!

Tribute to Dr. C. Michael York

Dr. C. Michael York, President of Ben Franklin Academy’s Board of Trustees,
who was a member of the Board for over twenty years, passed away this
spring. He assumed the role of President of the Board of Trustees in 2010 and
led the school brilliantly until his untimely death. A professor of Industrial
Psychology at Georgia Tech for thirty-five years, Dr. York brought insight
into the successful management of nonprofits to the Board. A long-standing
advocate of the school, Dr. York could always be counted on for support and
steady guidance. A generous, wise, and humble man, Dr. York will be sorely
missed by our community.
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Georgia Tax Credit

Ben Franklin Academy partners with Apogee Georgia School Choice Scholarship Fund to participate in
student scholarship organizations (SSO’s) to provide families and alumni the opportunity to designate

a portion of their state liability to the school’s financial aid program. Thank you to our donors who
participated in the 2014 tax year. Your contributions totaled more than $25,000 for Ben Franklin
Academy. BFA uses this funding to provide support for incoming eligible BFA students who are
currently enrolled in public school, allowing BFA greater flexibility in responding to financial aid needs.

2014 Donors to the Apogee Georgia School Choice Scholarship Fund
Dr. Morris Benveniste and Dr. Gabriella Siegler =~ Rhonda Klein
Sally and Richard Belcher Bernice and Michael Marberry
Amelia Feuss Dr. Michael Doherty and Dr. Marilyn Doherty
Nancy and Robert Finer David Stewart
Megan and Robert Fortson Mary and Gary Page
Lori and John Hickman Pam Rollins
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Hochman Lynne Winship
Carolyn and Lemuel Hewes

For further information about this program, please contact John Panessa at 404-419-7123, or visit
www.Apogeescholarships.org.

Alumni News

Wells Brown (1999) completed his Ph.D. at the University of Texas and worked at MD
Anderson in Molecular Biology Cancer Research this summer. He’s now doing postdoctoral
work at Purdue University in breast cancer research.

Sally Benedict (2002) is an Atlanta artist displaying her works in galleries and businesses in
Atlanta. Check out her art at sallybenedict.com.

Lisa Kenn (2004) works in Public Relations and Communication for the Georgia Department
of Juvenile Justice.

David Ramirez (2004) is a cellist in five string ensembles that perform concerts all over the
world.

Christina Hoff (2006) is the Artistic Director of Fabrefaction Theatre Conservatory.

Elise Barnes (2010) was recently named the Assistant Director of Alumni Engagement for
Eckerd College.

Shelby Pressler (2010) was accepted to the Colleges of Veterinary Medicine at both UGA and
Auburn! She has chosen to attend UGA's College of Veterinary Medicine this fall.

Anna Klingenberg (2011) graduated in May 2015, from Eckerd College, with a BA in Creative
Writing.

Brendan Cassidy (2012) recently joined the Cobb County Fire Department.
Patrick Malins (2012) is a student at SCAD, Savannah campus, studying Industrial Design.

Nick Catherall (2013) was elected to the College of Charleston Student Government
Association as a freshman senator and was distinguished as Senator of the Month in November.
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Alumni News Continued

Skylar Sims (2013) just completed his sophmore year at Georgia State University.

Eli Harrison (2014) just finished his freshman year at Brandeis University, where he plans to

major in Journalism.

Alumni Committee

The newly formed Alumni Committee hosted a
BFA Alumni Event for Ben Franklin Academy
graduates and their families at The Luminary
Restaurant on Krog Street in Inman Park.
They enjoyed sharing stories about their years
at Ben Franklin Academy and about their
lives and careers since BFA. Owner and Chef
of the Luminary, Eli Kirshtein, a graduate of
Ben Franklin Academy, hosted the evening’s
festivities. The Luminary features artwork by
two graduates of Ben Franklin Academy: Sally
King-Benedict and Austen Risolvato.

Christina Hoff, Kelly Winship, David Ramirez,
Dr. Martha Burdette, and Sally King-Benedict

At BFA, we are proud of our alumni and all that they accomplish. If you have news to share,
please keep us updated - we love hearing from you and highlighting your continued success!
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