
 

College Hill Presbyterian Church 

Session Minutes – Stated Meeting 

June 9, 2015 

 

The stated meeting of the Session of College Hill Presbyterian Church was held at 6:04 p.m. in the church 

Library on June 9, 2015.  Rev. Todd Freeman moderated and Bert Woodall opened the meeting with devotion 

and prayer. 

 

The agenda was approved as presented.  A quorum was present. 
 

Elders present: 

Class of 2015:  Jeff Ream, Bill Major, Pat Valencia 

Class of 2016:  Tally Ferguson, Christy Lyke, Bert Woodall, Danielle Hovenga 

Class of 2017:  Clay Finck-Ward, Johnna Thurston, David Zerger 

Elders excused: Gini Fox, Nancy Gammie 

 

Clerk’s Report: 

1. Certificate of Transfer for Emily Shelton Gamel from Farragut Congregational United Church of Christ to 

College Hill Pres. Church was received. 

2. Letters from the following churches informing us that they prayed for College Hill on May 25: Bristow 

Presbyterian, John Calvin Presbyterian, First Presbyterian Sapulpa, First Presbyterian Chouteau, Park 

Hill Presbyterian and the First Christian Presbyterian Church in Pryor.  

3. Approved the following Demographics of the Elders on Session to the Congregation for 2015: The 2015 

Session of College Hill is composed of 6 women (50%) and 6 men (50%).  There are 10 White 

members (83%) and 2 Native Americans (17%) on Session.  As of December 31, 2014, there are 

191 active members of College Hill which are composed of 117 women (61%), 74 men (39%), 42 

members are non-white (22%) and 13 members (7%) have disabilities. 

 
Age Comparison of Session to Congregation is as follows: 
    Congregation Session 
  Age 25 and less  20     0 
  Age 26-45  53             2   
  Age 46-55  30             3 
  Age 56-65  52     6 
  Age 66 & Up  36     1  
               191           12 

 

� Approved Session Minutes of Stated Meeting on May 12, 2015 as amended by acclamation. 

 

Pastor’s Report: 

� Rev. Freeman expressed the following: The beyond-generous gift of a 6-week sabbatical to mark the 
completion of 7 years as your pastor is a blessing of which words don’t do justice. It was an extremely 
important and memorable part of my journey of faith! Looking forward to the Potluck Luncheon this Sunday 
on the occasion of my return to the pulpit, and showing the PowerPoint slideshow presentation I have 
prepared.  Extreme gratitude not only for the opportunity for extended rest and renewal for my body, mind 
and spirit, but also for the strong leadership of this congregation, and for our guest preachers/pastoral 
caregivers, the Rev. Ann LaMar and The Rev. Gordon Edwards! 

� Attended the annual Pride Interfaith Service on Thursday, June 4. 
� Attended the Tri-Presbytery meeting on Friday, June 5. 
� Meredith Howard has a trial date on Thursday, June 23 and Rev. Freeman plans to attend. 
� Rev. Freeman presented two gifts to the session: A wool scarf/table-runner with the Celtic Trinity symbol on 

both ends and a Quaich/friendship cup. Both gifts were graciously received by the session. 



New Business 

� Three Highlights of Commissioners Report from Christy Lyke:  
1. Greg Coulter asked everyone to find “where our joy is”/”what does it mean to follow Christ”? 
2. Plenary Session speaker was very full of the spirit and social justice. 
3. Ray Hickman spoke on TMM and their mission: to do mission of inviting teenagers to come to Tulsa to 

do work and wants everyone to remember this when they put out a call for food and housing. 
� Building Use Request: Session voted and approved building use of the Synod Youth Workshop 

overnight stay at the church for traveling youth groups form Texas, Sunday, July 19, and for the SYW staff 
meeting the day before on Saturday, July 18 in Fellowship Hall. 

� Building Use Request: Session voted and approved building use for the wedding of Jennie Wachowski, 
daughter of church member Diane Bucchianeri, on the evening of Oct. 16, 2015 for the rehearsal, and on 
Oct. 17, 2015, day of the ceremony which will be officiated by the Rev. Nancy Eggen. 

� Clay Finck-Ward is on the Open Arms Board. 
 
Old Business 

Danielle reviewed the highlights and events of the All-Church Retreat at Dwight Mission, May 1-2. 
 

Ministry Team Reports 
 
� Building & Grounds: Report received. Looking into buying new larger sump pump. Cleaned drain in the 

west entrance so it would drain after the rain. Used a carpet cleaner to remove the water from the 3
rd

 floor 
turquoise room floor and will replace the ceiling tiles after the leak is fixed.  

� Christian Education:  Report received. Vacation Church School going well. Teacher appreciation is June 
14. Rally Day will be September 13. Sunday Children’s church school will be off for the summer starting the 
first Sunday in July. Jordon Burrows and Allison Campbell will be working this summer in Worship 
Connection. Brad Brummel concluded his five week series “The Joy of Work(?)” to the adult Church School. 
It was very well received.  

� Evangelism & Communication: Verbal report. Big Thank You to Clay Finck-Ward for doing the Birthdays 
on Facebook and to Jeff and Tim for their work with the Gay Pride Parade and securing the fans which were 
handed out. 

� Fellowship: Report received. Family Fellowship met May 30 for swim party. Dinners for 7 or 8 still 
happening. Provided meals for VCS on June 9

th
 and 10

th
. GChat being planned for July. 

� Finance & Stewardship: Annual Financial Review set for June 27
th
 at 9am.  

� Committee recommends and session approved that the excess funds from the Sabbatical Fund 
be used to replace Rev. Freeman’s deck with a handicap ramp. Mark Miller will lead the work crew 
which will begin in the Fall. Rev. Freeman graciously received this gift! 

 

Financial Report:  Income:  Total Operating Expense: Excess (Deficiency): 

2015 Total Budget:  $294,200.00    $294,200.00   $  __ _ __0_  

2015 YTD Budget:  $122,583.00  $122,583.00   $             (0) 

2015 YTD Actual  $111,820.00  $115,709.00   $   (3889.00) 

Budget Remaining:  $182,380.00  $178,491.00   $    3889.00 

 

 
� Motion to receive the June 2015 Financial Report by acclamation. 

  
� Hispanic Fellowship Steering Committee: Report received. The Hispanic group will be celebrating their 

8
th
 anniversary on June 17

th
 with a fiesta at Pat and Esteban Valencia’s home on June 28

th
. Rev. Freeman 

informed Pat that Austin Seminary will be offering a Commission Lay Ruling Elder training in Spanish, on-
line, in January by Austin Seminary Professors. Pat will share this information with the Hispanic group. 

� Nominating: No report. 
� Outreach & Mission: Report received.  Brainstormed on this year’s Mission Fair. Discussed doing an 

Alternative Christmas market with the results of the Mission Fair. We will offer donations from three choices 
and give a Christmas card with an insert describing their donation purchased on their behalf. The Alternative 
Christmas Market will begin at the First Sunday of Advent Family Night event and the following three 
Sundays after Worship. Tally discussed doing another Garage Sale, however, the Session was not in favor 



of doing one asked O&M to express the purpose for organizing another one. This will be taken back to 
committee. 

� Personnel: No Report.  
� Worship & Music: Report received. No meeting in May.  

� Session approved purchases of the following to be taken from the Music Fund: 11 metal 
music stands for the hand bells-$506 and 6 lights with replacement bulbs-$272. It should be 
noted that the Bell Choir has contributed to the purchase of these items and has collected enough 
money to cover the cost. 

 
A motion to adjourn was approved, and the meeting closed at 7:33 p.m. with a prayer by Rev. Freeman 

during a standing “Group Hug”. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Campbell, Clerk of Session    Rev. Todd Freeman, Moderator 


