
The First Day of School is Aug. 29
Are You Ready?
By Dr. Leslie Strasser Murdock

Didn’t it seem like yesterday school was just getting out? Now we’re just a few short weeks away from the new school 
year. DFS continues to work closely with the Clark County School District (CCSD) to provide educational supports for 
our children. Here are few things you need to know to help you start the school year right. 
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When do I need to enroll a child in school?
To enroll a child in school, you must complete online forms via 
the Infinite Campus Portal—www.ccsd.net → “Parents” Tab → 
“Registering for School”—and also fill out forms located at your 
child’s school. 
You will also need to bring several documents such as:
• Your child’s birth certificate and custody/placement letter
• Immunization record 
• Your driver’s license or proof of identify

It is important to know under the law, children in the foster care 
system are to be immediately enrolled in school even if the proper 
documentation for enrollment is not produced. Please contact your 
DFS case manager if there is any issue with enrollment. 
Contact your child’s school with further questions. If you do not know 
what school you are zoned for, you can look online at www.ccsd.net 
→ “Parents” Tab → “Zoning Search and maps.” 

Who can help me with resources at school?
There are School Based Foster Care Advocates (Foster Care 
Advocates) assigned at each school starting in September to help 
you get educational services for your child. Please ask the school 
to identify your child’s Foster Care Advocate so you can introduce 
yourself and your child. 
That person will designate your child as a “foster child” in the CCSD 
system which entitles the child to certain rights and privileges, 

including immediate free and/or reduced lunch and the right to stay 
at a school despite an impending move. 
If a Foster Care Advocate has not been assigned to your school yet, 
please ask for assistance from your school or child’s counselor until 
the assignment has been made. All Foster Care Advocates should be 
in place by end of September. 

I’m fostering a child in care who moved in the middle of the school 
year. Does she need to switch schools?
If a child in foster care moves to a new home, she has the choice 
to either stay at her previous school she attended at her previous 
address (called the School of Origin) or attend the school assigned  
to her current address. A decision about what school a child  
attends will be made based on the best interest of the child.  
Until a decision is made, the child will remain at the previous school 
she attended.
Once a decision is made, DFS staff and Foster Care Advocates will 
assist in navigating the process. If you have questions, contact your 
DFS case manager to discuss educational options.

Are there any additional resources?
CCSD publishes a Back to School Reporter that includes helpful 
telephone numbers and policies for the school year. Ask your child’s 
school for a paper copy. You can also go online at www.ccsd.net on 
the homepage or via the “Parents” section. The “Parents” section 
also contains additional important information you may find helpful.


