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Whether perusing the collection in the David R. Parks Lending Library, surfing the web in the David Bohnett 
CyberCenter or relaxing with a cup of coffee in the award-winning Bronze Café, the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Center of Southern Nevada provides a warm and inviting environment to everyone. 

The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Center of Southern Nevada

A community leader in promoting acceptance  
and tolerance within the child welfare system.

The Center, as it’s colloquially known 
throughout the Valley, works to support 
and promote activities aimed at 
furthering the well-being and human 
rights of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 
community, its allies and Southern 
Nevada residents of low to moderate 
income. It has also been a community 
leader in promoting acceptance and 
tolerance within the child welfare 
system.

“The Center has always been an 
advocate for a welcoming and inclusive 
foster care system,” said André C. 
Wade, The Center’s director of operations. “We’ve formed a 
partnership with SAFY to train their staff and foster parents on 
LGBTQ competencies.

“In addition to working with SAFY to recruit 
foster parents within the LGBTQ community, we 
have plans to develop a group that supports 
parents and children/youth involved in the 
foster care system,” Wade added.

The Center’s programs include:
• QVolution, a program for youth, ages 13-24
•  Vegas AMP Project for gay, bisexual and 

transgender men, ages 18-35
•  Identi-T* programs for transgender and 

gender non-conforming individuals
• ACT III (Aging Communities Together) senior program

Founded in 1992, the Center has called several different locations 
home before moving to their current location in 2013. Its building, 
named for local businessman and philanthropist Robert Forbus, 
offers state-of-the-art meeting, convention and performance 
spaces. 

Wade hopes the entire Las Vegas community takes advantage of 
The Center’s offerings, specifically noting its vitality as a resource 
for LGBTQ youth in foster care. For Wade, the relationship is 
equally beneficial to child welfare professionals, children in care 
and the Center.

“We encourage child welfare stakeholders to form strong 
partnerships with The Center,” he said. “Working together we can 
enhance our practices involving the LGBTQ community to improve 
outcomes for one of our most vulnerable populations – LGBTQ 
youth in foster care.”

The Center’s facilities—such as the Diana Bennett Youth Center, pictured here—are available to the public 
during business hours.

The Center is located at 401 S. Maryland Pkwy. and is open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. Monday - Friday  
and 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saturdays. Call 702-733-9800  or go online at www.TheCenterLV.org  

for a full list of services and schedule of events.
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