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Each month the Foster Parent Champion Program will highlight a 
caregiver, case manager, or other foster care team member who 
exemplifies the quality of care that we strive for as a community focused 
on the needs of children.

Perla’s story is different than most kids her age. She came into DFS care after the arrest of her 
mother. The stress and anxiety of her mother’s situation and being separated from her siblings 
led to Perla moving from one relative’s home to another. It was evident Perla was hurting and 
needed additional attention to help her address the her feelings about her home situation.

Initially placed in a treatment level home through an agency, Perla was still experiencing 
emotional challenges. It was clear Perla needed special attention to help her deal with her 
issues. 

Enter, Ms. Thomas. 

Placed in Ms. Thomas’s treatment home in 2014, Perla turned a corner. Thanks to Ms. Thomas’s 
care, attention and compassion, Perla is now thriving. In the past, Perla she was acting out and 
being defiant. Now, Perla is taking honors classes at school, making the A/B honor roll. Now 
17 years old, Perla also has a part-time job and has been accepted into an independent living 
program.

What made the difference to Perla? She credits her foster mother, Ms. Perla, for understanding 
her needs and giving her some freedom in her choices. In return, Perla respected Ms. Thomas’s 
role and the rules in her home.

Perla learned the root of her anger issues is how she expresses and communicates her emotions 
to others. With guidance from Ms. Thomas, she learned to recognize her triggers and work with 
her supports to balance herself.

Prior to placement in Ms. Thomas’s home, Perla was an at-risk child. Now, she has made a 
choice to be successful and she has taken steps to advocate for her needs with the adults in her 
life. She has taken what has happened in her life and learned valuable lessons. Perla feels her 
tragic past has led her to her success and she will continue on her journey by graduating from 
high school and attending college next year.  

Perla has a wonderful personality and is a giver to others who are in need. She wants to be a 
model for other foster children and encourages them to make their own paths despite their past 
tragedies.

Submitted by Jennifer Erbes, Olive Crest

Do You Know a Quality Caregiver, Case Manager  
or Other Foster Care Team Member?

To nominate a caregiver, case manager, or other foster care  
team member that you believe demonstrates quality care,  

please email your nomination to DFSFPC@ClarkCountyNV.gov  
or call us at 702-455-1149. The Foster Parent Champion Program is 

available Monday – Friday, 9 am – 7 pm.


