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TOS Australia reports that its tour to the Kingdom of Cambodia that took place in October 2015 was a 

smashing success. Twenty-one like-minded souls journeyed together through this fascinating country, raising 

AUD $675 for National TOS projects. 

The purpose of this trip was to highlight 

how we can all make a difference and 

that change through selfless service can 

and does happen.  What better example 

than visits to the non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) that the TOS 

Sunshine Coast group supports? 

One NGO was Free to Shine, a charity 

that Nicki Mih, a former member of the 

TOS in Tewantin, Queensland, Australia, started some years ago.  

They sponsor 500 young girls whom they provide with free 

education, a bicycle, books and uniforms, with the prime aim of 

keeping them from falling victim to the sex trade. We also visited 

Jimmy’s Village School in the heart of the city of Siem Reap.  Jimmy 

is a passionate tuk-tuk (a motorised rickshaw) driver by day and a 

very committed English teacher by night.  His small school 

operates in the front area of his mother’s home which is open to 

the street in the heart of the city. 

Through our contact with Jimmy we were also able to 

visit a remote village travelling by oxcart. The visit was 

a tremendous hit with one and all and the oxcart 

travel certainly heightened our appreciation of the 

self-sacrifice of Mme Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott 

travelling around India by that bone-rattling mode of 

transport.  The village had few resources, a pump for 

water, cooking in the open, no medical facilities and 

limited education. Our group donated water filters for 

many of the householders, enabling them for the first 

time to have safe drinking water.  Soap, detergent for 

washing clothes, pain killers, new and second hand 
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clothing, paper and pens, soccer balls and treats for the children were received with much joy. 

We wish you could have been there with us.  

Cambodia is on the move now that its citizens 

are embracing education.  The younger 

generation now graduating from colleges and 

universities are very impressive with a strong 

moral code that comes from Theravada 

Buddhism, the Buddhism that is practised in 

Cambodia.  We were so impressed with these 

young people and their ethos of working for 

their country. 

We also visited two other NGOs: 

the Cambodia Landmine Museum which also 

runs a charity for the hundreds who lost limbs or 

eyesight through the approximately five million 

landmines planted in their country from 1960 

onwards; the Green Gecko project started by a young Australian woman in 2005 as a safe haven for street kids.  

Interestingly this project has a holistic approach in also assisting the parents, thus providing them with an 

opportunity for employment or for making hand-made goods which the charity sells to tourists.  The passion 

and commitment of the remarkable people who run these institutions touched us all. 

We combined these service-oriented visits with sightseeing, exploring the three major temples. These included 

a dawn visit to the mother of all temples – Angkor Wat, the magnificent Angkor Thom and hauntingly beautiful 

Ta Prohm and also a remote Buddhist Centre where we were initiated into a Buddhist ritual of water dowsing 

by a mischievous monk. 

We finished our tour with a three-night stopover in Phnom Penh, visiting the Royal Palace and the infamous S-

21 Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum where the secret police interrogated and tortured some 20,000 prisoners 

before sending them to the ‘killing fields’.  A very sombre day indeed.  Whilst in Siem Reap our group was privy 

to Jimmy’s mother’s story about how she escaped from the horror of the killing fields. 

On lighter notes we visited the Foreign Correspondents’ Club for happy hour and dinner, and a dinner dance 

show with the incredibly talented young Apsara Dancers. 

We were blessed throughout our time in this amazing country. The Cambodian people are so respectful and 

naturally warm towards visitors. The commitment to advance their country inspired and filtered through to all 

in our group. The action of service without self surrounded us from day one. 

 We witnessed first-hand how we can all make a difference in helping others, and we had a wonderful 

opportunity to put the wisdom teachings into practice.  We were indeed blessed. 

Water filters donated to a remote Cambodian village by TOS 
Australia tour members. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you and goodbye from village residents. 


