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Gratz Insider, December 2015 – Story Continuation 

[To return to the newsletter, close this page.] 

 

On Campus and around Town, Gratz College Reaches Out to the Community 

This fall, Gratz kept a very busy community 

calendar. In September, a week before the 

pope’s visit to Philadelphia, we welcomed 

community members of different faiths to 

our campus for our first-ever multifaith 

forum, organized by Professor Ruth Sandberg 

in conjunction with the Cheltenham Area 

Multifaith Council. The panel speakers also 

came from around the region: Dr. Philip 

Cunningham from Saint Joseph’s University; 

Pastor Linnea Clark from St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Melrose Park; and Feyzi Eygoren, a 

Villanova Law School student and outreach 

coordinator for the Peace Islands Institute.  

In October, a group of Gratz staffers 

performed some local tikkun olam by 

volunteering at WHYY and taking pledge calls. A few days later, the College hosted its first annual fall 

festival. On a crisp Sunday in October, we invited the community to our campus for a day of fun, 

replete with pumpkin painting, music, food vendors and a flea market.   

October also saw the first of Rabbi Lance Sussman’s roving community lectures on the history of Jewish 

Philadelphia for Gratz College’s Shusterman Distinguished Scholar Lecture series. Following his October 

presentation at Gratz, Rabbi Sussman, of Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel, gave the second lecture 

of the series in December at Temple Adath Israel in Merion Station. He will wrap up this series with a 

final lecture in April. 

In November, we were on the road again, this time for a Gratz College program cosponsored with 

Scholars for Peace in the Middle East, presented at Temple Beth Hillel - Beth El in Wynnewood. 

Speaking to a crowd of a hundred people, Bassem Eid, a Palestinian human rights advocate who lived in 

a refugee camp in East Jerusalem for over 30 years, explained how the anti-Israel BDS Movement and 

both the Fatah and Hamas governments actually hurt the very people they claim to help: the 

Palestinians. (For more on this program, see the coverage by The Jewish Exponent here.)   

In early December, we invited the community to campus for a little holiday shopping at the Gratz 

College Chanukah bazaar. People enjoyed latkes and baked goods as they browsed jewelry, crafts, 

Gratz volunteers at WHYY (from l to r): Ann Perazzelli, Dodi 
Klimoff, Dr. Ruth Sandberg, Hope Matles, Dr. Mimi Ferraro and 
Mindy Blechman 
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clothes and other items on display by over 20 vendors. And, from now through the end of January, 

visitors to Gratz can also view the vibrant works of Joel Sloane and the powerful abstracts of Adam 

Levin exhibited in our Leona P. Kramer Gallery. 

On December 16, all are welcome back to campus for a more cerebral affair – a “lunch & learn” with 

Dr. Joseph Davis, Gratz professor of Jewish Studies. Dr. Davis will be discussing one of the first 

memoirs to be written by a Jew – most shockingly, a Jewish woman. While listening to Dr. Davis’ 

presentation, attendees will enjoy a kosher lunch. (More information about this program is available 

here.)  

Finally, Gratz will ring in 2016 with two very different community programs. First, on January 10, we 

will host the ninth annual One Book, One Jewish Community (OBOJC) kickoff and book signing. 

Although Gratz has been represented on the OBOJC committee since its inception, this year is our first 

time hosting the kickoff event, which will bring people from all over the Philadelphia area to campus. 

The kickoff will feature a presentation and book signing by Lev Golinkin, the author of this year’s book 

selection, A Backpack, A Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka. (A review of this book appears in this issue 

of The Insider.) 

A week after the One Book event, the Gratz community will participate in the 21st annual Greater 

Philadelphia Martin Luther King Day of Service. On January 18, members of the Gratz community will 

work together to beautify Martin Luther King High School in Philadelphia by brightening up the doors 

and walls with a fresh coat of paint. To this end, we will enlist the support of JCHS and College 

students, prospective students, alumni, staff, faculty and other friends of Gratz College. 

Many other courses, activities and events are in the works at Gratz for 2016. We are constantly 

expanding our online offerings so that working professionals, as well as interested students in remote 

geographic areas, will have access to topnotch Jewish education. At the same time, we are continuing 

to strengthen our community presence by reaching out to our neighbors in the Philadelphia area with 

quality programs, resources, events and volunteer support. In other words, something’s always going on 

at Gratz, both online and in the neighborhood! 
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