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Gratz Insider, December 2015 – Story Continuation 

[To return to the newsletter, close this page.] 

 

In Memoriam:  Lenore Brian (November 23, 1953 – October 18, 2015) 

“When I walk through the door, something is missing,” says Gratz College administrator Hope Matles. 

“Lenore was part of us; she was part of Gratz.” 

In addition to her embracing warmth and engaging smile, Lenore’s trademark thoughtfulness – in good 

times and in bad – will be sorely missed. Lenore was always the first to acknowledge a co-worker’s 

birthday. She delivered treats to all the office mailboxes on Purim. She attended the funerals of 

everyone she had any kind of connection with, regardless of how seemingly insignificant. And, when 

her friend, Hope Matles, was without a car for six months, she drove her to and from work every day, 

always offering to stop on the way home for whatever Hope might need. 

Given her caring nature, Lenore was also committed to tikkun olam. In addition to her job at Gratz, 

she worked as a part-time administrative assistant for the Board of Rabbis, which provides funds to 

charitable organizations on a nondenominational basis. For many years, she also served as an active 

volunteer for a fundraising organization called the Marlyn Fein Chapter of the Fox Chase Cancer 

Center. 

In addition to her altruistic nature, Lenore was defined by her strong devotion to Judaism. Although not 

raised in a religious home, she adopted a more observant Jewish life style in adulthood, keeping kosher 

and even becoming a bat mitzvah in her 40’s. She loved synagogue life and belonged to four different 

congregations, ranging from Reform to Orthodox. In fact, her sister, Shelly Thomas, jokes, “If Lenore 

had her life to do again, she’d be a rabbi. She couldn’t sing very well, though, so a cantor would be 

out.” 

While working at Gratz, Lenore furthered her Jewish education by earning three certificates: one in 

Jewish Studies, one in Jewish Education and one in Holocaust Studies.  An enthusiastic advocate for 

Gratz, she promoted the college at every opportunity, and was particularly passionate about Gratz’s 

Jewish Community High School (JCHS). In fact, she established scholarship funds in her parents’ 

memory that are awarded every year to two deserving students at the JCHS commencement. Since 

Lenore’s death, her sister, Shelly, has established a third fund in Lenore’s memory to be conferred 

upon a graduating JCHS student. The only stipulation for the Lenore Brian Memorial Scholarship is that 

the recipient be selected on the basis of commitment to community service. 

Lenore will be missed here every day as a dear friend whose bright smile and kind words once 

welcomed us all to Gratz. May her family be comforted among the mourners of Zion. 
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To make a donation to the Lenore Brian Memorial Fund, visit the Gratz College secure webpage and 

complete the online donation form. Click “yes” when asked whether this donation will be made in 

memory or honor of someone, and fill in Lenore’s name in the drop-down menu. You can also donate 

to Lenore’s fund by contacting Mindy Cohen at 215-635-7300, x155. 

 

http://www.gratz.edu/pages/make-a-donation-to-gratz-college
mailto:mcohen@gratz.edu

