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On Thursday, May 7th the Local Program Council (LPC) had an incredibly successful panel discussion on 
the “Interdependence of Public, Private and Federal Healthcare Delivery.”  The Central Texas Veterans 
Health Care System in Temple hosted the event at their Business Office building and we had 50 
attendees total.  Of those 50, we had 13 non-ACHE members attend so hopefully they are all considering 
a new membership.   
 
Our moderator for the evening was Carlyle Walton, President and CEO of the Metroplex Adventist 
Hospital in Killeen.  We were fortunate to have three of our senior local leaders as our Panelists.  COL 
Patricia Darnauer, the Commander of Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center, represented our Department 
of Defense healthcare system at Fort Hood.  Director Sallie Houser-Hanfelder from the Central Texas 
Veterans Health Care System in Temple represented our Federal healthcare system in the area.  And 
Shahin Motakef, the President of Baylor Scott & White Temple Region rounded out the panel by 
representing the Private healthcare system in the Central Texas region.   
 
Each senior leader started with a brief description of their respective organization’s size, scope, 
specialties, etc.  Mr. Walton then led the panelists through a good variety of questions touching on their 
system strengths, challenges, and past successes.  The audience also provided questions for the 
panel.  We filled 2 entire hours and still couldn’t get through all of the questions.  Many attendees 
commented on the surveys that they would like to see this as an annual event.  And, we are hoping to 
create some focus groups for future events based on some of the questions presented that evening.   
 
I also wanted to share the good news and overall success we experienced as our Chapter was successful 
in submitting this idea to ACHE as a new Template Proposal.  David Denney, from the Central Texas VA, 
was the author of the proposed template.  Thank you David!   
 
As for upcoming LPC events in the Killeen, Temple, Waco markets, we will host two, maybe three other 
networking/social events this calendar year so please watch for those announcements.  And, if we can 
organize some focus groups as follow-on discussions from this event, we will coordinate that as 
well.  Thank you again to the Mrs. Houser-Hanfelder for hosting the event and for all of the attendees 
who came to hear these local leaders after a full-day of work.  It was well worth it! 
 
Finally, I wanted to thank everyone who has attended an LPC event in the last two years.  I have enjoyed 
coordinating events and working with many of you during my time as Director for the LPC.  It is time 
now for new leadership and ideas.  If you are a healthcare executive in the LPC market and you would 
like to step up into a leadership role, please contact me directly.  Our plan all along was to create an LPC 
that mimics the Central Texas Board of Directors so if you are interested in assisting with membership, 
programs, social/networking events, or serve as Director – your time has come!  Thank you again for all 
of your support.   
 
Beth Booher 
Bbooher@sw.org 
254-680-1112 
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