
 
 

 

February 2016 

Illinois Needs a New Budget and New Revenues 

to Fund Vital Services 

On February 18, 2015, newly elected Governor Bruce Rauner presented a budget to the Illinois 

General Assembly. That budget proposal restored funding for a number of Department on Aging 

Programs that were reduced in the spring of 2015 by approximately two percent. The 

Governor’s proposal included:  

 

 Planning and Service Grants to Area Agencies on 

Aging - $7.722 million, increased from $7,548,300  

 Community Based Senior Services (equal 

distribution) - $751,000, increased from $734,300  

 Senior Health Assistance Program - $1,600,000 

(same as 2015 final funding level)  

 Senior Employment Specialists - $190,000 from 

$186,000  

 Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) - $551,800 from $539,400  

 Foster Grandparents – $241,400 from $236,000  

 

And increased:  

 Area Agencies on Aging Long Term Care Systems Development – $273,800 up from 

$238,300  

 Home Delivered Meals - $14,005,200 from $11,361,700 in the final FY 2015 budget.  

 

The Illinois General Assembly’s budget bill reverted to the reduced levels of funding enacted 

during the last month of State Fiscal Year 2015. That budget was included in legislation vetoed 

by the Governor who stated that revenues to support the funding were not identified. Tim 



 
 

 

Noonan, budget director, stated that the use of line item vetoes of the budget proposed by the 

General Assembly would only have resulted in an override of the Governor’s amendatory 

vetoes.  

 

The Governor did propose new revenues in his budget, but since they were based on pension 

and other structural reform that required Constitutional changes, they could not have 

materialized in State Fiscal Year 2016.  

 

Recently, Representative Carol Ammons introduced House Bill 4203 to appropriate funding for 

home delivered meals at the same level as the year-end reductions in State Fiscal Year 2015. 

  

The Department on Aging recently provided authorization for $9.8 million of state funds for 

Home Delivered Meals for nine months of State Fiscal Year 2016 ($4,205,200 less than the 

original request from the Governor).  

 

At the same time, funding for Adult Protective Services, Long Term Care Ombudsman and Adult 

Protective Services were released by the Department.  

 

At this writing, Planning and Service Grants to Area Agencies on Aging, Community Based 

Senior Services (equal distribution), Senior Health Assistance Program, Senior Employment 

Specialists, RSVP, Foster Grandparents, Long Term Care Systems Development, and services 

offered to non-Medicaid-enrolled older persons under the Illinois Community Care Program, 

have no budget authority with five months remaining in the State Fiscal Year.  

 

Passing a state budget is not the total solution to the budget Impasse. New revenues are 

essential to reach the goal of on-going funding for vital services. AgeOptions continues to 

chronicle, as part of the Illinois Association of Area Agencies on Aging weekly Alerts, the loss of 

vital services, and the closing of community agencies in Illinois. 


