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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD: 2015 San Diego Chapter Goals
by Corinne Lytle Bonine, San Diego Chapter President

In the July 2015 issue of The Environmentor, our Chapter Vice President 
of Membership, Malia Bassett, highlighted the range of opportunities and 
benefits members of the Association of Environmental Professionals (AEP) 
share.  By joining AEP, you have engaged in a state-wide network of like-
minded individuals who seek to improve their skills and knowledge base as 
environmental and resource managers.  Your San Diego Chapter Board is 
dedicated to providing you a rewarding membership experience at the local 
level; our San Diego AEP programs and publications will enhance your ability 
to share information, and to grow personally and professionally.

Each year the San Diego Chapter Board sets goals to continually improve 
your membership experience.  Specifically, these are some key goals we are 
continuing to highlight in 2015:

Continue to Diversify Programs and Events: We are always looking for new 
and exciting programs; this year we held a joint afternoon panel and happy 
hour with the American Planning Association (APA). Our panel, moderated 
by Councilman Todd Gloria discussed San Diego Forward – The Regional 
Plan. We received positive feedback regarding the timing, content and 
location.  If you have an idea for a luncheon or workshop, please let us know! 

Continue expanding the Volunteer List: We are looking for students and 
professionals who want to get involved, and we have many opportunities 
ranging from simple – yet very important -  efforts (i.e., manning luncheon 
registration) to larger commitments (i.e., participating on the Awards 
Committee). You can also write an article and/or review a luncheon and 
provide a synopsis of what you have learned for our newsletter. Current 
opportunities include volunteering at the Awards Event or at the 2016 AEP 
Conference, which will be held locally on April 3-6. 

Increase Social Media Presence: We will not only continue to increase our 
presence on social media sites like Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, but we 
have expanded our reach to Instagram! Please visit our pages and follow us   
@AEPSanDiego! More importantly, please post updates and pictures of your 
own. Don’t forget to include #AEPSanDiego.

To help implement these goals, this year has brought about some exciting 
changes for the San Diego Chapter Board. We have new faces to the board 
as well as some recognizable (certainly not “old”) faces in new positions (see 
panel to the right). We are honored to serve as your 2015 San Diego Chapter 
Board! Board. Thank you for your continued support of AEP!
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Busby Biological Services, Inc.
4629 Cass Street #192
San Diego, CA  92109
www.busbybiological.com

Darin Busby: Principal Biologist | Owner
 858.334.9508; darin@busbybiological.com

Melissa Busby: Principal Biologist | Owner
 858.334.9507; melissa@busbybiological.com

General and Specialized Natural Resource Services
Environmental Compliance Services

A Certi�ed Small, Women-owned, Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (SBE, WBE, DBE)

PHOTO OF THE MONTH: Meet your 2015 Board!
Your San Diego Chapter Board Members got wild at the Annual Member Appreciation Event, which was 

held at the San Diego Zoo on August 6, 2015. From top left: Austin, Corinne, Malia, Katherine, Holly, Dana, 

Mindy and Julia. From bottom left: San Diego Zoo coordinator, Jezebelle the Harris’s Hawk and Laurel.
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APRIL LUNCHEON RECAP: Addressing Solid Waste Impacts in CEQA
by Han Le, San Diego AEP Young Professional

The 2015 April Luncheon was  held at the Courtyard Marriot in Mission Valley. The luncheon featured a discussion by 
Lisa Wood, City of San Diego (City) Environmental Services Department (ESD) planner, regarding how to address solid 
waste impacts in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Ms. Wood has nearly 30 years of experience in waste 
management, environmental policy and CEQA. 

The Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, known as Assembly Bill (AB) 939, requires all local governments to divert 
50 percent of the waste material generated within their boundaries from landfill disposal by the year 2000.  In 2011, AB 
341 increased the diversion target to 75 percent by the year 2020.  The City’s current waste diversion rate is 67 percent.  
On July 13, 2015, the City Council approved a Zero Waste Plan with the goal of reaching 75 percent diversion by 2020 and 
100 percent (zero waste) by 2040.
 
The City has three Municipal Codes that regulate waste diversion: Storage Ordinance, Recycling Ordinance, and 
Construction and Demolition Debris (C&D) Ordinance. The City’s Storage Ordinance specifies that adequate space must 
be provided for waste and recyclable materials bins in residential and commercial development. The City’s Recycling 
Ordinance requires recyclable materials to be separated from waste. The C&D ordinance requires submission of a deposit 
prior to issuance of a building permit.  Receipts must verify that at least 50 percent of construction debris is diverted from 
disposal.  The new Zero Waste Plan will increase the C&D Ordinance diversion requirement from 50% to 65%.  ESD 
revisions to the ordinance are planned to be presented to City Council in January 2016. 

The City’s CEQA Significance Determination Thresholds set 60 tons of waste as the threshold for potentially significant 
cumulative impacts to solid waste infrastructure, and 1,500 tons as the threshold for potential direct impacts.  Approximately 
40,000 square feet of development will generate 60 tons of waste. Projects exceeding the 60 ton threshold must develop a 
Waste Management Plan (WMP). The purpose of a WMP is to identify and mitigate solid waste impacts.  Measures that 
reduce ton generated to below 60 tons mitigate to below a level of significance, as do measures that divert 75 percent or 
more of the waste generated during demolition (if any), construction, and ongoing use of the development.  

Overall, the workshop provided pertinent information on waste management within the City of San Diego. ESD will 
continuously work on improving its reach toward zero waste for a better San Diego. 

For more information, please review Lisa Wood’s CEQA Guidelines for a Waste Management Plan here: 
http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/pdf/recycling/wmpguidelines.pdf 
or contact her directly at: LFWood@sandiego.gov.

Han Le is a management intern for the City of San Diego Environmental Services Department. She recently graduated 
from UC San Diego with a B.S. in Environmental Systems-Earth Science and Policy. Han’s areas of interest are 
waste management and climate change mitigation. She is currently looking for opportunities in the environmental 
profession in both public and private sectors. Please contact her at HanLe.729@gmail.com.

http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/pdf/recycling/wmpguidelines.pdf
mailto:HanLe.729%40gmail.com?subject=
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• GIS Services and Solutions
• Environmental Planning
• Natural Resources Assessment
• Spatial Analyses and Database Design
• Hydrological and Ecological Studies 
• Biological Survey and Monitoring
• ArcGIS Staff Training

Tel: 619.218.6463
info@GeomorphIS.com
www.GeomorphIS.com

A HUBZone, DBE, Woman Owned Small Business
CPUC-Certified WBE

GeomorphIS

PROTECTED SPECIES UPDATE
by Mark Roll, AECOM Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service Amend Regulations Governing Incidental Take 
Statements
May 11:  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service published a final rule to amend 
the implementing regulations governing Incidental Take Statements (ITSs). ITSs accompany Biological Opinions (BOs) 
issued to federal agencies under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and express the amount or extent of “take” likely 
to result from a federal action. The recent amendments codify the use of surrogates (e.g., habitat, ecological conditions, 
or similarly affected species), in appropriate circumstances, to estimate the amount or extent of take resulting from a 
federal action. In addition, the amendments address ITSs prepared for programmatic federal actions. The amendments 
specifically define a “framework programmatic action” as “a federal action that provides a framework for the development 
of future action(s) that are authorized, funded, or carried out at a later time, and any take of listed species would not occur 
unless and until those future action(s) are implemented.” The amendments provide the agencies with the authority to 
forgo issuance of ITSs for BOs that only address a framework program for future actions. Under this approach, subsequent
consultations will be required for future program actions once they are reasonably certain to occur, and action‐specific 
ITSs would be issued at this time. More information is available here: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/
ITS.html

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Releases Status Review of the Fisher
May 12:   In response to a petition filed by the Center for Biological Diversity, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) published a status review of the fisher (Pekania pennanti). In California, fishers occur in two geographically 
separate areas with demonstrated distinct genetic differentiation. Therefore, CDFW considered two separate Evolutionarily 
Significant Units (ESUs): the Northern California ESU and Southern Sierra Nevada ESU. CDFW recommended that listing 
of the Northern California ESU is not warranted but recommended listing the Southern Sierra Nevada ESU as threatened. 
CDFW noted that wildfire, small population size, and the future predicted trajectory of human‐related climate change 
threaten the continued existence of the Southern Sierra Nevada ESU. The California Fish and Game Commission will 
review CDFW’s evaluation to determine whether to list the species under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). 
CDFW’s status review can be found here: http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=101470

(continued on page 5)

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/ITS.html
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/ITS.html
http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=101470
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Publishes Notice of Intent to Prepare a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement Evaluating 
Incidental Take Permitting under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
May 26:  USFWS published a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) 
that will analyze various approaches to regulating incidental take of migratory birds under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
The approaches currently being considered by USFWS include issuance of general incidental take authorizations for some 
types of hazards to birds associated with particular industry sectors; issuance of individual permits authorizing incidental 
take from particular projects or activities; development of memoranda of understanding with federal agencies authorizing 
incidental take from those agencies’ operations and activities; and/or development of voluntary guidance for industry sectors 
regarding operational techniques or technologies that can avoid or minimize incidental take. The NOI describes each of 
these approaches further. The NOI notes that the various approaches may be considered separately or in any combination. 
Public comments on the scope of the PEIS, pertinent issues to be addressed, and alternatives are due July 27, 2015.

Ninth Circuit Provides Guidance on Defining Agency Actions Subject to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
May 27:  The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit provided guidance in Sierra Club v. Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) as to what constitutes agency action under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The court found that although 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) was required to consult with USFWS on the effects of a proposed access road on 
BLM land, they were not required to consult on the effects of a proposed wind energy project on private land that would be 
accessed via the proposed road. This decision was influenced primarily by a viable, all‐private land access road alternative 
that was identified for the wind project. Because of this, the Ninth Circuit reasoned that the wind project would have been 
completed without approval of the proposed access road on BLM land. In addition, the Ninth Circuit reasoned that the 
access road and wind energy projects “failed the ‘but for’ causation test, and neither is an integral part of the other, neither 
depends on the other for its justification, and each has utility independent from the other.” Specific to utility, the court agreed 
with BLM’s reasoning that the access road on federal land “served the independent purpose of dust control, reducing erosion, 
and controlling unauthorized vehicle access to a national trail.” More information here: http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us‐9th‐
circuit/1702100.html

Tricolored Blackbird Denied Candidacy under California Endangered Species Act
June 11:  The California Fish and Game Commission voted 2 to 1 against listing the tricolored blackbird (Agelaius tricolor) 
under the CESA. The decision comes despite a recommendation from CDFW to accept a petition to list the species as 
endangered. The species was listed on an emergency basis in December 2014. The emergency listing lapsed on June 30, 2015, 
following the Commission’s vote; therefore, the species is not currently afforded protection under CESA. CDFW’s evaluation 
of the petition to list the species can be found here: http://www.fgc.ca.gov/CESA/tcbb_dfw_eval.pdf

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Designates Critical Habitat for Mount Charleston Blue Butterfly
June 30:  USFWS published a final rule designating approximately 5,214 acres of critical habitat in Clark County, Nevada, 
for the Mount Charleston blue butterfly (Icaricia shasta charlestonensis). The species was listed as endangered in September 
2013, and critical habitat was initially proposed in July 2014. The Mount Charleston blue butterfly is a distinct subspecies of 
the wider‐ranging Shasta blue butterfly (Icaricia shasta), occurring only at high elevations (above approximately 6,500 feet) 
of the Spring Mountains where its larval host plants grow. Of the land designated as critical habitat, 99 percent is federally 
owned. 

PROTECTED SPECIES UPDATE (cont’d)

Mark Roll is a senior natural resources permitting specialist with AECOM. He specializes in permitting and 
compliance under the Federal Endangered Species Act, California Endangered Species Act, Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Mark can be reached at Mark.Roll@aecom.com. 

http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us‐9th‐circuit/1702100.html
http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us‐9th‐circuit/1702100.html
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/CESA/tcbb_dfw_eval.pdf
mailto:Mark.Roll%40aecom.com?subject=
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SUMMER INTERNSHIP: Research 
Assistant for Sea Turtle Conservancy
by Katie Laybourn, AEP Student Member

As a research assistant with the Sea Turtle Conservancy this 
past summer, I participated in the monitoring and protection 
of nesting green sea turtles on the beaches of Tortuguero, 
Costa Rica. My work included leading night patrols along the 
beach where my team was locating, tagging and measuring 
the nesting female turtles while also marking and monitoring 
their nests. During this experience I also trained, directed 
and coordinated eco-volunteers. In addition to our scientific 
work, I helped with organizing community outreach and 
environmental education for local children, adults and 
visitors. I had an incredible summer working alongside other 
passionate scientists and community members in the effort to 
protect threatened sea turtles in Costa Rica!

Contact Info for Katie Laybourn:
B.A. Environmental and Marine Science 
University of San Diego, Class of 2015
klaybourn@sandiego.edu
linkedin.com/in/katielaybourn
(970) 219-8625

NEWSLETTER OPPORTUNITY
by Holly Ayala, San Diego AEP Student Membership and 

Outreach Director

This is a special opportunity for our San Diego AEP Student 
Members: Did you have a cool environmental internship, 
job or research position this summer? Did you take an 
awesome course or vacation in a place that taught you about 
environmental issues or natural resources management? 
Would you like to be market yourself in the professional world 
by being featured in the next issue of The Environmentor?

If so, then we have an excellent opportunity for you!

San Diego AEP is now accepting brief summaries of the 
environmental work you completed this summer. Please 
include a one-paragraph summary, one photo or figure, 
your current place of study and major, and your contact 
information. For reference, please direct your attention to the 
first edition of the AEP Student Summer Internship article to 
the left of this announcement.

Please submit your summaries in Microsoft Word and jpeg 
format to me at  sdaepstudentoutreach@gmail.com by the 
second Friday of each month to be included in that month’s 
issue of The Environmentor. We are not limiting the number of 
submittals, so please share this announcement to your friends!

mailto:klaybourn%40sandiego.edu?subject=
http://linkedin.com/in/katielaybourn
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AUGUST EVENT RECAP: Member Appreciation Event at the Zoo
by Laurel Lees, San Diego AEP Newsletter Editor

On August 6, 2015, San Diego AEP hosted a family-friendly Member Appreciation Event at the San Diego Zoo.  AEP 
members were provided complimentary full-access tickets to the Zoo, a live animal presentation, appetizers and drinks in 
the Zoo’s Rondavel Room. The presentation was hosted by two animal experts and their five furry friends. First, we danced 
along with an Umbrella Cockatoo (Cacatua alba) named Mickey. We learned the Cockatoo is a common household pet 
that usually drives their owners crazy by repeating sounds, which is particularly interesting since they live up to 60 years 
in captivity! Next, we patted a Harris’s Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) named Jezebelle. Jezebelle and other Harris’s Hawks 
are notable for hunting in groups, and being social and loyal. Thus, they are often used for falconry. The next surprise 
was the Tamandua, or Lesser Anteater (Tamandua tetradactyla) named Lola. Lola was one of the cutest of the bunch 
as she munched on baby food with her elongated, tube-like tongue and extremely long claws. Then we sang along with 
Montana, the Zoo’s New Guinea Singing Dog (Canis lupus dingo var. hallstromi) and giggled with Justine Beaver, the 
massive Canadian Beaver (Castor canadensis) as she rested on her huge back feet and tail to munch on goodies with 
her orange teeth! Be sure to check out our Facebook page for additional photos and videos: https://www.facebook.com/
SanDiegoAEP

For more fun facts about each animal, please visit the following San Diego Zoo sites:
Umbrella Cockatoo, “Mickey”: http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/cockatoo
Harris’s Hawk, “Jezebelle”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CO788Uutfrs 
Tamandua, “Lola”: http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/tamandua-or-lesser-anteater 
New Guinea Singing Dog, “Montana”: http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/singing-dog
Canadian Beaver, “Justine Beaver”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xn17srKwXss

https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoAEP
https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoAEP
http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/cockatoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CO788Uutfrs 
http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/tamandua-or-lesser-anteater 
 http://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/singing-dog
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xn17srKwXss 
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CLIMATE KIDS SAN DIEGO: Unique Partnership Brings                    
Art-storytelling and Climate Change Science into a Local Classroom
by Amber Pairis, PhD, Lead for San Diego Climate Science Alliance -and- Strategic Conservation Planning for the 
South Coast Region of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Pacific Beach Elementary students in Ms. Reynolds 1st-2nd grade 
classroom pulled on their lab coats and transformed into scientists as 
part of a new project to promote climate literacy and environmental 
stewardship in the classroom. The Climate Kids-San Diego project is 
a collaborative effort to bring the ocean into the classroom to teach 
students about climate change and how we can come together to protect 
and conserve our ocean and marine animals. 

“Climate change is one of the biggest challenges we face in the future and 
Climate Kids projects will help the community learn to work together 

and have a common understanding of how climate change will affect them locally” says Amber Pairis, San 
Diego Climate Science Alliance. The San Diego Climate Science Alliance (http://www.climatealliancesd.com) 
is leading this effort and bringing together local partners to work collaboratively to utilize storytelling, science, 
and art to inspire and educate children about climate change. 

This project is one of many projects lead by the San Diego Climate Science Alliance as they work to demonstrate 
innovative thought, action, and leadership to conserve and manage the communities and natural resources of 
the South Coast Region in the face of a changing climate. The Climate Kids-San Diego project aims to foster 
student’s enthusiasm for nature, community, and learning through education on the largest challenge to their 
generation, adapting to climate change. 

“Our children are the future and this partnership educates and 
empowers them to be leaders and stewards of our planet and 
its resources,” says Sam Harrod, San Diego Oceans Foundation. 
Students stepped into the boots of real scientists during a hands-
on experience learning about ocean critters in touch tanks brought 
in by the Oceans in Motion Program of the San Diego Oceans 
Foundation. 

Art projects allowed the students to creatively reflect on the concepts 
they learned about climate change guided by artists from Sea 
Changes ACT.  The children’s art work was displayed at a national 
climate change forum in St. Louis, Missouri in May 2015 and is currently on display at the Pacific Beach Taylor 
Branch Library through the summer.  

“Being a part of the Climate Kids project was a great opportunity to support a community based activity and 
I am proud that the library could play such a unique role to bring storytelling into the classroom,” Christina 
Wainwright, Branch Manager of the Pacific Beach Taylor Branch Library. 

http://www.climatealliancesd.com
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AEP ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join San Diego AEP for our September 
Luncheon on September 16, 2015 at the Courtyard 
Marriott in Mission Valley. The luncheon will cover the 
recently published new rule by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Environmental Protection Agency, 
which changes the definition of Waters of the U.S. The 
new rule  went into effect on August 28, 2015 and was 
recently blocked in federal court; U.S. District Judge 
Ralph Erickson in Fargo, N.D., issued a temporary 
injunction against the rule. 

Clearly, the new rule is controversial and will change 
the scope of Jurisdictional Determinations of Federal 
Waters. The rule introduces some important new 
concepts and approaches while retaining several 
aspects of the previous definition.  

Mark Tucker of Burns & McDonnell will present 
an overview and explanation of the rule followed 
by a special panel discussion of its contents and 
ramifications for permitting in Southern California. 
The panel members include:
 
Sallie Diebolt, Chief, Arizona Branch and Acting 
Chief, South Coast Branch Regulatory Division, Los 
Angeles District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
 
Bruce April, Deputy District Director, District 11, 
California Department of Transportation
 
Ted Griswold, Partner, Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & 
Savitch LLP
 
Please RSVP by September 13 here: 
http://tinyurl.com/septluncheon
 
Please contact Katherine Godfrey at sdaepprograms@
gmail.com for questions or cancellations. It is AEP’s 
policy to invoice all persons who do not cancel their 
reservation within 48 hours of the event.

September Luncheon October Student CEQA Workshop
The 2015 Fall Workshop Series will kick-off with the 
Student CEQA Workshop at 8am-12pm on Saturday, 
October 24th at the Center for Sustainable Energy. 

This year, the 2015 Fall Student CEQA Workshop 
will be presented by Kirstin Skadberg, Ph.D;, 
Environmental Planner from CH2M, and Wendy 
Worthey, Senior Project Manager, Dudek. The CEQA 
Workshop for Students is the first building block to 
understanding how to use and apply the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and how it is 
implemented by local agencies. Completion of the 
workshop will provide students with a strong base to 
develop further CEQA knowledge. 

This training, which will focus on practical real-
world applications, will enhance the resume of each 
participant to demonstrate their mastery of the 
preeminent environmental regulations/processes in 
California. Topics covered will include: historical 
and political roots of CEQA; mitigation monitoring; 
preparation and processing of CEQA documents 
such as Initial Study, Statutory and Categorical 
Exemption, Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND), and Environmental Impact Report (EIR); 
information on careers in environmental planning; 
and skills that undergraduate and graduate students 
need to be most marketable.
 
Please be sure to sign up early, as space is limited for 
this popular event. 

For additional information, please contact Holly 
Ayala at sdaepstudentoutreach@gmail.com or follow 
the San Diego AEP Student Chapters on Facebook.

(continued on page 10)

http://tinyurl.com/septluncheon
mailto:sdaepprograms%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sdaepprograms%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sdaepstudentoutreach%40gmail.com?subject=


10

ENVIRONMENTOR
• The •

associat ion of  environmenta l  profess ionals
san diego chapter
FEBRUARY 2015ENVIRONMENTOR

• The •
A u g u s t  2 0 1 5

A E P  |  S a n  D i e g o 

AEP ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)

We know you are getting excited for our Annual Awards and Scholarship Banquet, “Supporting a Green 
World: Evolving Choices in Transit,” to be held at the historic Lafayette Hotel on October 15! Check out the 
venue and get directions here: http://www.lafayettehotelsd.com/

Awards nomination submittals were due 
August 31 - thank you for coordinating 
the nominations so we can celebrate great 
work being accomplished by our peers. 
We are also organizing the Scholarship 
Committee to review the student 
scholarship awards applications. 

Now is the time to sponsor the event! 
Sponsorship levels range from Bayshore 
Bikeway ($450) to Coaster ($1,250). Please 
see the flyer for sponsorship details and 
contact Chris Mendiara at Mendiara@
llgengineers.com with questions. 

We are excited to announce the guest 
speaker for the event is Kathleen Ferrier, 
who is the Director of Advocacy for 
Circulate San Diego: http://www.
circulatesd.org/about-us/staff/

Cocktail hour is from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, 
and incentives will be provided to those 
who use alternative transportation to the 
event. Begin brainstorming with your 
friends and colleagues about walking, 
biking, carpooling, bus, trolley, train, 
car2go,  DecoBike, Uber carpool, Lyft 
carpool, etc. Let’s get creative and THINK 
GREEN!

If you have any questions about volunteering opportunities or event details, please contact the Awards Co-
Chairs, Lauren Washington at Lauren.Washington@sandag.org and Kristin Blackson at Kristin.Blackson@
mbakerintl.com.

Awards and Scholarship Banquet

(continued on page 11)

http://www.lafayettehotelsd.com/
http://www.circulatesd.org/about-us/staff/
http://www.circulatesd.org/about-us/staff/
mailto:Kristin.Blackson%40mbakerintl.com?subject=
mailto:Kristin.Blackson%40mbakerintl.com?subject=
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AEP ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)

Holiday Party Save the Date
Please mark your calendars for the San Diego AEP 
Holiday Party on Thursday, December 10, 2015. The 
event will be held from 6:00 to 9:00pm on the rooftop 
of The W San Diego! To view the venue and research 
room pricing, visit the hotel’s website here: http://
www.thewsandiegohotel.com/.

If you are interested in volunteering on the event 
committee, please contact Dana Martinez at 
sdaepprograms@gmail.com. We look forward to 
planning the event and celebrating with you!

Member on the Move
ECORP Consulting, Inc., an environmental consulting 
firm with offices throughout California, is pleased to 
announce that Melissa Whittemore has joined our 
San Diego office as a Senior Environmental Scientist/
Project Manager.  Ms. Whittemore’s presence will 
expand ECORP’s CEQA and regulatory permitting 
skill set in the San Diego and greater southern 
California region. 

She has worked on many types of projects throughout 
southern California, including transportation, water 
and sewer, residential and commercial developments, 
schools, and healthcare facilities, to name a few. Over 
the past 13 years Ms. Whittemore has managed and 
prepared numerous CEQA/NEPA documents as well 
as biological reports and permitting applications. 
Early in her career she spent time preparing NEPA 
documents for the BLM in Nevada.

Ms. Whittemore received her B.S. in biology with an 
emphasis in ecology from San Diego State University.  
She is an active AEP member and currently serves 
on the Board of Directors of the San Diego Chapter 
of Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS).  In her 
spare time, she volunteers for various non-profits, and 
also enjoys camping and hiking.

(continued on page 12)

http://www.thewsandiegohotel.com
http://www.thewsandiegohotel.com
http://sdaepprograms@gmail.com
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Energy, Environment, And Transportation Services:
��� CEQA/NEPA compliance
��� Cultural resources
��� Natural resources
��� Regulatory permitting 
��� Noise and vibration
��� Air quality and greenhouse gases

��� Climate change and sustainability 
��� Energy efficiency
��� Renewable energy
��� Water resources
��� Transportation
��� Restoration

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
Leadership in

icfi.com

AEP ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)

San Diego is hosting the next State AEP Conference 
at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina on April 
3- 6, 2016 -- and we are excited! 

Please take a moment to browse the 2016 Conference 
website, which provides updated event information 
and documents such as the Call for Sponsors: https://
www.califaep.org/conference 

The Conference Committee is seeking presentations 
that provide strategies and solutions for successful 
environmental planning, environmental review, 
project approvals, and permitting for the full range 
of public and private sector-sponsored projects.
Sessions and presentation topics will be accepted via 
the website until September 30, 2015.

Each year at the Conference, AEP recognizes and 
celebrates the best-of-the-best environmental 
documents, professional achievements, and services 
to the environmental profession during the Awards 
Luncheon. Award nominations are being accepted 
until November 6, 2015.

If you’re intersted in volunteering, please contact 
the Conference Committee at 2016aepconference@
gmail.com for available opportunities.

2016 AEP Conference April 3-6

https://www.califaep.org/conference
https://www.califaep.org/conference
mailto:2016aepconference%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:2016aepconference%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The San Diego Association of Governments 
(SANDAG) is looking for an environmental 
planning intern to assist with regional beach sand 
replenishment, open space preservation, climate 
change planning and mitigation for transportation 
projects. Interns are paid $13.50 per hour, are eligible 
to receive pro-rated holiday pay, paid sick leave, and 
a regional transit pass. This position is offered as a 
one-year opportunity, working approximately 20 to 
25 hours per week. The work is primarily performed 
during SANDAG’s normal business hours and will 
involve office and field work. For more information 
and to apply for the position, please visit the SANDAG 
employment website at http://www.sandag.org/
index.asp?jobid=408&fuseaction=jobs.detail

Environmental Planning Intern

Manage CEQA/NEPA documents for transportation 
projects. Oversee all aspects of a project including 
client contact, budget control, invoicing, schedule, 
personnel allocation/planning, public interest 
facilitation, technical approach, and subcontractor 
involvement. Perform final review of all documents, 
reports, presentation, technical memorandums, and 
other work products with a focus on transportation 
regulatory compliance and technical adequacy. BA/
BS in transportation, environmental planning, or 
related field with 8+ years of professional related 
experience in a consulting environment. Advanced 
knowledge and understanding of CEQA, NEPA, 
and other environmental regulations. Extensive 
experience with Caltrans projects is required, with 
specific experience in Southern California desired. 
Rail experience is beneficial. To apply, please contact 
Mike Blackmore at Michael.blackmore@icfi.com

Senior Transportation Manager

The Senior Environmental Planner/Deputy Project 
Manager will manage small projects and assist 
senior project managers with large project/program 
coordination and environmental impact analyses for 
planning and development, transportation/ports, 
infrastructure, and energy projects. Bachelor’s degree 
or higher in urban planning, transportation/transit 
planning, environmental studies, or related field. & 
5+ years of professional related experience. Advanced 
knowledge and understanding of environmental 
planning and other environmental principles. To 
apply, please contact Mike Blackmore at Michael.
blackmore@icfi.com

Senior Environmental Planner

MacDonald-Bedford (M-B) has an employment 
opportunity for a Field Environmental Monitor 
in the San Ysidro, CA area.  The position would 
be 6 months in duration and start in the October/
November time frame.  For more information and to 
apply, please visit www.macdonaldbedford.com. 

Field Environmental Monitor

http://www.sandag.org/index.asp?jobid=408&fuseaction=jobs.detail
http://www.sandag.org/index.asp?jobid=408&fuseaction=jobs.detail
mailto:Michael.blackmore%40icfi.com?subject=
https://icfi.taleo.net/careersection/icf_prof_ext/jobdetail.ftl?lang=en&job=1500001811 
mailto:Michael.blackmore%40icfi.com?subject=
mailto:Michael.blackmore%40icfi.com?subject=
https://icfi.taleo.net/careersection/icf_prof_ext/jobdetail.ftl?lang=en&job=1500001811 
http://www.macdonaldbedford.com
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OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Environmental Analysis in Trans-
portation Workshop 
The workshop titled, “Better Transportation 
and Environmental Outcomes through Effective 
Partnerships” will be held at the Westgate Hotel on 
September 20-23. The event will include a luncheon 
with keynote speaker Michael Beck, Founder and 
Director, Endangered Habitats League.  Topics 
include: Sustainable Transportation; Developing 
Productive Partnerships; Health and Transportation 
Linkages; Transportation and Environmental 
Planning at International Borders; Successful 
Projects, Successful Partnerships; Chicago Region 
Environmental and Transportation Efficiency 
Program (CREATE); Successful Public Involvement 
Strategies; NEPA Assignment; Freight Mobility in 
the Urban Setting; Ecological at Work in Long-term 
Mitigation; and FHWA-Federal Issues and Initiatives. 
Register at http://adc10-2015-workshop.whindo.
com/

Chambers Group is currently having a denim 
collection drive to recycle denim into safe and 
sustainable insulation that will benefit Habitat for 
Humanity affiliate homes for disabled veterans. 
Clean out your closet, dig up those old, unwanted 
jeans and recycle them with Chambers Group for a 
good cause. Because Chambers Group appreciates 
your willingness to contribute, Chambers Group will 
mention you and your company name in its social 
media and blog posts.

To recycle your jeans, contact Corinne Lytle Bonine 
at clytle-bonine@chambersgroupinc.com. 

Learn more about why Chambers Group is recycling 
denim: http://bit.ly/1UVhTfV

Blue Jeans Go Green

Innovation Done Right…We Make a Difference

 Environmental Planning  •  Land Planning/Urban Design  •  Civil Engineering
Stormwater Management  •  Water Resources  •  Natural Resources Management 

Transportation/Traffic  •  Survey/Mapping/GIS  •  Construction Management

9755 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San Diego, CA 92124  •  858.614.5000

 • CEQA/NEPA Compliance

 • Biological Resources Studies

 • Landscape Architecture

 • Cultural Resource Management

 • Native Habitat Restoration & Maintenance

 • Geographic Information Systems

 • Noise Control & Air Quality

 • Regulatory Permitting 

 • Mitigation Monitoring

San Diego   Riverside   Sacramento
www.helixepi.com

AEP Awards HELIX ad .indd   1 9/22/2014   1:23:36 PM

(continued on page 15)

http://adc10-2015-workshop.whindo.com/
http://adc10-2015-workshop.whindo.com/
http://clytle-bonine@chambersgroupinc.com
http://bit.ly/1UVhTfV
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OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)

SD Partners for Biodiversity

The next meeting of the San Diego Partners for 
Biodiversity will be Tuesday, September 8 from 7:30-
9:00am at the San Diego County Operations Center, 
5500 Overland Drive. 

The topic is, “Amphibian and Reptile Atlas for 
southern Calif. and Baja!” The meeting will 
feature introductions  of attendees and bagels 
(provided by Dudek Environmental--thank you!); 
a Presentation on  AMPHIBIAN AND REPTILE 
ATLAS OF PENINSULAR CALIFORNIA, by Brad 
Hollingsworth, Ph.D., Curator of Herpetology, San 
Diego Natural History Museum;  and announcements. 
Please contact Derek Langsford with suggestions 
about presentations and questions about SD Partners 
for Biodiversity meetings: cell phone 619-701-2379.

GRANT FUNDING

The California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) has officially released 

the Proposal Solicitation Package for the 
Proposition 1 Restoraton Grant Programs 

Funding for Fiscal Year 2015-16. 

Proposals are due on or before 
September 16, 2015.

The PSP is available on CDFW’s Watershed 
Restoration Grants webpage at: https://

www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/
Watersheds/Restoration-Grants

San Diego Management and 
Monitoring Program
The next meeting of the San Diego Management 
and Monitoring Program (SDMMP) is September 
23 from 9:30am to 11:30am at the U.S. Geological 
Survey office. The presentation topic is an Overview 
of Climate Smart Strategies, provided by Amber Pairis 
of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

The SDMMP is a science based program seeking to 
provide a coordinated approach to management and 
biological monitoring of lands in San Diego that have 
been conserved through various programs including 
the Multiple Species Conservation Program, the 
Multiple Habitats Conservation Program, the 
TransNet Environmental Mitigation Program and 
various other conservation and mitigation efforts.

For more information, visit: http://sdmmp.com/

(continued on page 16)

http://sdmmp.com/
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OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)

New UC Davis Extension Online Groundwater Management Program

Passage of California’s landmark Groundwater 
Sustainability Act in 2014 fundamentally changed 
the landscape for water managers throughout the 
state. To assist professionals in complying with and 
implementing the legislation, UC Davis Extension 
has launched a new online specialized study program 
focused exclusively on groundwater management 
in today’s complex regulatory and hydrologic 
environment.

The program is designed to dig deep into the new law 
and its requirements, help participants understand 
groundwater law and hydrology, and walk them 
through creating viable implementation strategies 
and developing a robust groundwater sustainability 
plan. Webinars, held conveniently one day a week 
from noon-1:30 p.m., are intended to be accessible to 
working professionals. Courses begin this fall. Visit 
our website for more information and a full listing 
of courses.

Specialized Study Program in Sustainable 
Groundwater Management.
Enroll in the full program at a discounted rate: $1,500. 
Enroll in section 152NAD500. (Bundle includes all 
three courses to complete the program. You may also 
enroll in each course individually at the full price.)

Groundwater Management: Legal and Engineering 
Principles. $450.
Webinars are held Tues.: Sept. 8, 15, 22 and 29, noon-
1:30 p.m.
Enroll in section 152NAD501.

Groundwater Management: Alternatives and 
Techniques. $450.
Webinars are held Tues.: Oct. 6, 13, 20 and 27, noon-
1:30 p.m.
Enroll in section 152NAD502.

Developing Groundwater Sustainability Plans: 
Strategies and Process. $825.
Webinars are held Tues.: Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 
and March 1, noon-1:30 p.m.
Enroll in section 153NAD503.

For more information or to enroll, call (800) 752-
0881, email extension@ucdavis.edu or visit our 
website at www.extension.ucdavis.edu/landuse

Project New Village

Project New Village is a California non-profit 
corporation. The mission of Project New Village is 
to collaborate with organizations and individuals 
to promote personal, community and communal 
wellness in Southeastern San Diego.  

On October 7, the organization will be hosting the 
5th Annual Fanny Lou Hamer Legacy Celebration 
from 4pm – 6pm at the San Diego Central Library, 
Shiley Suite, 330 Park Ave. San Diego, 92101.  

The event will be a platform to showcase urban 
agriculture as a moern day nexus for nutritious food, 
healthy communities, and vibrant local economies. 
This event is on the Mayor’s official schedule and he 
will introduce the sponsors. 

For more information, visit: 
http://www.projectnewvillage.org/

View the flyer on page 17.

mailto:extension%40ucdavis.edu?subject=
http://www.extension.ucdavis.edu/landuse
http://www.projectnewvillage.org/
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Visit us at: 
www.sd.califaep.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/SanDiegoAEP
LinkedIn: Association of Environmental 

Professionals - San Diego Chapter
Twitter: www.twitter.com/AEPSanDiego

Instagram: @AEPSanDiego #AEPSanDiego
Contact the Newsletter Editor at: 

sdaepnews@gmail.com

http://www.sd.califaep.org
http://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoAEP
http://www.twitter.com/AEPSanDiego
mailto:sdaepnews%40gmail.com?subject=
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