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An Eye on the BDS Movement 
Eliad Eliyahu Ben Shushan, Community Shaliach 

 

Every year the Jewish Agency for Israel 

organizes a four-day conference for all the 

shlichim in North America. Imagine a group of 

hundreds of Israeli shlichim in one hotel 

sharing their knowledge, experience and 

challenges.   It is an amazing experience.  This 

was again the case at the conference I 

attended in New York in November. It was 

enlightening to see how each type of schlichut 

deals with different target audiences and the different challenges during their assignment.  At the next 

Eye on Israel on February 9 from 12-1 pm in the Kripke Jewish Federation Library, we will take a close 

look at one particular type of schlichut. 

Recently, the Hillel campus schlichut has become popular. This program places outstanding young 

Israelis on key college campuses for a two-year period of educational service.  The goal is to create an 

ongoing Israel presence for Jewish students and the broader community. These “Campus Israel Fellows” 

partner with student organizations, campus “study abroad” offices, Jewish and Israel studies 

departments, local Jewish federations, Israeli consulates, and Jewish Community Centers. As with all 

schlichim, those assigned to this program try to do their best to bring Israel to their audience – in this 

case young adults and the college professors and the campus staff. During the November conference, I 

came to better understand the complexity and challenges these shlichim have, especially today when 

the BDS movement has become so well-known on many of the campuses in North American.  

BDS stands for the “Boycott, Divestment, and 

Sanctions” movement against Israel. It is almost 

impossible to find a neutral definition to this movement 

due to the strong agenda of the groups that try as 

dominate with their worldwide agenda. The “Stand 

with Us” organization defines the BDS as a dangerous 

new front that has opened in the war against Israel. 

When Israel’s enemies realized they could not conquer 

Israel through conventional war and terrorism, they 

fortified their efforts to eliminate it through economic, 

diplomatic, legal, and cultural warfare. BDS is a growing global propaganda campaign designed to erode 

support for Israel, isolate it as the “pariah of nations,” and marshal international forces to delegitimize 

and eventually eliminate the Jewish state by persuading the international community that Israel has no 

right to exist or defend itself.  
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BDS is an expression of the new anti-Semitism that targets the Jewish state instead of Jewish people. It 

denies the Jewish people their right to self-determination and deploys traditional anti-Semitic 

propaganda against Israel and its supporters.  

Hearing stories from my shlichim colleagues about their struggles on campuses was sobering. Learning 

about “Israel Apartheid Week” and verbal and even physical violence against them helped solidify my 

belief that the situation is far from being calmed or resolved.  I believe that Israel as a nation and a state 

needs to improve the advocacy planning in order to share the real story, the real history, and wage a 

diplomatic fight against the narrative shared by the anti-Israel groups. 

In the upcoming session of “Eye on Israel,” we will learn about the BDS movement. We will meet via 

Skype with Hillel shlichim in North America who have had face to face struggles with the BDS movement 

opposing Israel. They will bring their stories and the ways they have handled this situation. Emily 

Newman, former president of the Students Supporting Israel group at the University of Nebraska at 

Omaha will provide her assessment of the situation on the UNO campus.  Her discussion is sure to 

provide interesting insights. 

“Eye on Israel” will begin with a short Israel update in which we will compare different media sources 

from Israel and the world as they report on the latest news in Israel. The session will take place on 

Tuesday February 9th at 12:00 pm in the Kripke Jewish Federation Library. Eye on Israel is sponsored 

by the Henry and Dorothy Riekes Donor-Advised Fund of the Jewish Federation of Omaha Foundation 

and is administered by the Center for Jewish Life whose mission is to maximize involvement of Omaha’s 

Jewish community in imaginative, compelling and meaningful Jewish experiences.   


