
Collaboration with the European Council (ECSWE) 
Philipp Reubke, Thann, France 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The European Council for Steiner Waldorf Education has given itself the task to be an 
international platform for member Waldorf country associations, to exchange information 
and experiences, develop educational practices for the benefit of Waldorf schools and 
institutions, and to create and coordinate a common policy on a European level, undertaking 
relevant activities as needed. Last but not least, ECSWE wants to promote quality care in 
Waldorf institutions and also in mainstream education. 26 Waldorf country associations are 
members in ECSWE; each member elects one or more teachers or trainers to represent them 
on the ECSWE Council, which meets three times a year.  

 

 

 

 

 

At the moment, none of the elected ECSWE representatives are kindergarten teachers, but 
an IASWECE Council representative is invited to attend ECSWE meetings as a guest.  ECSWE’s 
goals are very similar to those of IASWECE and the IASWECE Council considers ECSWE to be 
an important partner.  ECSWE has experience in being a speaking partner to European policy 
makers, both on a national level, where ECSWE has helped the Waldorf movement in several 
countries in political difficult situations, and on a European level, by doing lobbying work for 
quality in education in general and also specifically for Waldorf education. At the ECSWE 
office in Brussels, Georg Jürgens in the ECSWE office in Belgium gathers information on 
discussions and decisions in the European Parliament and the European Commission and 
forwards them to ECSWE member country associations.  

IASWECE is engaged in an active collaboration with ECSWE on the following projects: 

 Both associations are members in the Alliance for Childhood Europe, which for several 
years has organized a working group on the Quality of Childhood at the European 
Parliament. Sessions are held six times per year, hosted by a member of the European 
Parliament to address essential themes considered by Waldorf schools as essential and 
which are important for the wellbeing of children in general. These themes include 
assessment, the importance of art in education (last session on January 12th), 
attachment, multiple intelligences, why love matters, parental leave policies, and the 
Impact of television and screen media. 
 
The sessions are announced in the Parliament Building and are open for the public. 
 



 
 

 
Keynotes held during these sessions can be found here: 
http://www.allianceforchildhood.eu/publications 
 

 Both associations are partners of the “Learning for Wellbeing community” (see article by 
Clara Aerts in this issue)  
 

 In October, ECSWE and IASWECE will hold a public conference on education in the 
University of Tartu/Estonia.  

 

For more information about ECSWE or to subscribe to their newsletter, please visit their 
website at http://www.ecswe.net/ 
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Philipp Reubke is a member of the IASWECE coordination group. 
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