
Middle School – Grades 6th, 7th, and 8th 
Summer Reading Project  

2016-2017 
 

This year, your summer reading project will challenge you to set goals for your summer 
reading as well as read in two different genres! The written portion of your project will 
take the form of writing reflectively about the things you read. 
 
Part I – Readings  
Please choose at least one novel and at least one poem to read this summer. Please 
make sure that you and your parents consider each text you plan to read. If you start 
reading a text and find it inappropriate or aren’t enjoying it, please choose something 
else.  Please choose at least one novel and one poem that you have not yet read.  
 
Choices-  
 
Please choose one of the fifteen battle books for your summer reading.  The list is 
attached to this assignment.  You may choose any poem that you like to study and read.  
You can visit these websites to help you find a poem if you are struggling! 

 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/ 

 http://www.poetryoutloud.org/ 
 
Part II – Journal Entries  
Please write at least three journal entries of at least one page each. This should equate 
to a minimum of 12 complete sentences per entry.  This assignment will provide me 
with a good sample of your writing (a big focus in seventh grade!), so make sure you are 
putting in your best effort These entries will be based on what you’re thinking about 
the things you’re reading! Below you will find a list of questions/ideas for your journal 
entries.  
 

 Write at least two entries about the novel you read and one about the poem. 

 Please choose to respond to at least two different questions. One of the 
questions can be a repeat for a different text.   

 
You can type or hand-write your journal entries. If you’d like to start your writer’s 
notebook over the summer and include these entries in it, please do!  
 
If you have any questions at all, please feel free to e-mail at jenny.holden@lutzprep.org 
(8th)  mindy.gilbert@lutzprep.org  (7th), or Katie.allen@lutzprep.org (6th) 
 
Due Date: Wednesday, August 17 (one week after the start of school)!  
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Journal Entry Questions/Ideas  
 
Message/Theme 
What do you think the writer is trying to communicate to the reader? What message or truth about life is the writer trying to 
communicate? How does the writer communicate this message?  
 
Character Motivation  
Think about an important character from the text. What does this character do or say? What is the character’s motivation to do or 
say these things? How does this character help the writer to communicate a message or truth about life?  
 
Conflict  
Think about conflicts that arise in the text.  What happens? Why do you think the writer included these conflicts? How do these 
conflicts help the writer communicate a message or truth about life? 
 
Personal Connection  
How do you personally connect to the text? What events, characters, conflicts, or feelings remind you of something you’ve 
experienced in your own life?  
 
Mood 
How does the text make you feel? Sometimes a text will make you feel different ways in different parts, so feel free to focus in on 
one specific part of the text if that works better when you consider mood.  
 
Figurative Language  
How does the writer use figurative language? What figures of speech does the writer use and how do they help the reader 
understand the message of the text?  
 
Relevance  
How does this text fit into our world today? Think and write about how the text relates to events, circumstances, social justice, and 
things people go through today. Even if the text takes place in a different time period or is unrealistic, there are comparisons that 
you can make!  
 
Rethinking the End 
Rewrite the end of the story.  How would you change the end?  How does this change impact the characters? The conflict? The 
theme?  Make sure you rewrite the end in the same point of view as the original story. 
 
Climax 
Create a detailed visual (picture!) to represent the climax of the story.  Beneath the illustration or on a separate paper, describe the 
climax in your own words and explain how you are sure it is the climax! 
 
Different Point of View 
Choose an important scene from the story and rewrite it from a different character’s perspective.  Consider the following questions: 
How does this character view other characters?  How will s/he view the scene differently than the current narrator?  What does this 
character talk like?  What will his/her questions be like? 
 
Have another Idea? E-mail your teacher to let us know what you’re thinking! There are lots of different ways to respond to the texts 
we read, and we are glad to hear your ideas If you have any questions at all, please feel free to e-mail at jenny.holden@lutzprep.org (8th)  
mindy.gilbert@lutzprep.org  (7th), or Katie.allen@lutzprep.org (6th) 
 

 

Important Terms  
Theme – the writer’s message; a deeper truth about life that is revealed through the text 
Character Motivation – a reason that explains a character’s thoughts, feelings, actions or speech  
Conflict – a problem or obstacle  
Mood – the feelings or emotions of the reader; the atmosphere or feeling a reader gets from the text 
Figurative Language – words or expressions that are not meant to be taken literally. Examples: “Hope is the thing with feathers” – “The 
pencil danced across the paper” – “the sound was rough like sandpaper”  
Relevance – important to the matter at hand; fits in and is important to the people and world around you  
Climax- The turning point in the novel where the reader can begin to see the resolution  
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Book Options 

 



 
 


