
 

 

 

PTA Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 

March 19, 2014 
 

7:05 p.m.  Call To Order 

Attendance:  15 members 

 

 Vote For Approval of January General Membership Meeting Minutes 

Edith Forde, President called for a  motion to approve the January General Membership Meeting Minutes.   

Paul Davis – motion to approve 

Terri Radziewski – 2nd motion to approve 

Result – Minutes Approved 

 

 Nominating Committee Update / Vote for Approval 

SLATE:  Hind Al, John Alexander, Laura Gould, and Jessica Judy-Lucas (alternate) 

Edith Forde, President called for a  vote to approve the slate proposed by the Executive Board for the 

Nominating Committee.  Once approved, they will be putting together the Executive Board slate for the 2015-

2016.  The slate will be proposed at the April PTA Meeting, and then voted on by the membership at the May 

PTA meeting.   

 

Result – Show of hands indicated Nominating Committee slate approved 

 

 Presentation:  “Learning More About CETA” (Changing Education Through the Arts)  
*Applause!* 

      Heather Burth, Woodburn First Grade Teacher, is Woodburn’s CETA Coordinator.  CETA stands for 

       CHANGING EDUCATION THROUGH THE ARTS and is done in partnership with the Kennedy Center for the 

      Performing Arts.   

 

Woodburn School is proud to have been selected as one of 16 schools in the Washington  

D.C. metropolitan area to be a member of the Kennedy Center’s Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) 

program. Our school’s partnership with the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, which began in 

2005, helps teachers develop their expertise in integrating the arts with the teaching of other school subjects 

(such as history, language arts, science). This focus on arts-integrated instruction is designed to help all 

students learn with greater motivation and ease. To that end, the Kennedy Center and the schools work 

together to develop, implement, and evaluate an in-depth staff development program of courses, workshops, 

coaching, and study groups. (Woodburn Website) 

 

 

Woodburn School for the 

Fine and Communicative Arts 



From the Kennedy Center Website (at http://www.kennedy-center.org/education/ceta/)  

Courses/workshops help teachers learn both about the arts and about arts integration. 

Teachers learn about the arts from the perspective of creators, performing artists, directors, designers, and 
critics. Through performances, discussions, interviews, backstage tours, lecture/ demonstrations, and master 
classes, teachers gain a deeper knowledge and understanding of the performing arts.  

Teachers learn how to integrate the arts with other curricula. CETA Partner Schools have had a strong interest 
in extending and supplementing their arts education programs with arts integration. The schools’ arts 
specialists work with the Kennedy Center to coordinate and support efforts to help teachers develop 
knowledge and skills to integrate the arts with other subject areas. Hands-on, participatory 
workshops/courses target teachers of various grade level spans (e.g., pre K–grade 2, grades 3-6, 6-8, and 9-12) 
who serve students from a wide range of backgrounds and skills. 

Each year, more than 400 teachers from school districts in Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia 
participate in professional learning opportunities at the Kennedy Center. Teachers develop their own program 
of study by selecting professional learning workshops/courses that meet their needs and interests. Attendance 
records show a full range of teacher participation—from single-session to intensive study. Teachers may earn 
graduate credit through local universities or credit through their school districts for their study. 

Woodburn teachers receive a certificate of participation in these courses and then bring these ideas into our 
classrooms.  They partner with other teachers at their grade levels and within the building to promote the 
blending of curriculum and the arts to positively improve student learning. 

The Kennedy Center’s Definition for Arts Integration Arts Integration is an APPROACH to TEACHING in which 
students construct and demonstrate UNDERSTANDING through an ART FORM. Students engage in a CREATIVE 
PROCESS which CONNECTS an art form and another subject area and meets EVOLVING OBJECTIVES in both. 

From the Woodburn ES Website:   

Woodburn teachers strive to integrate the fine and communicative arts into all instruction throughout the 
school day. We believe that arts integration enhances learning for all students, particularly visual, tactile, and 
kinesthetic learners, and those whose home language is not English. Using the arts to learn more traditional 
academic subjects provide natural connections for differentiating instruction to meet the needs of all 
students. Music, drama, visual arts and poetry, for example, are major tools that appeal to the visual tactile, 
auditory and kinesthetic learners' needs. 

This provides students with multiple ways to remember, transfer and apply their learning. When the arts are 
integrated into academic subjects, instruction is likely to be more active, hands-on, personally meaningful and 
vivid for students - all research-based techniques proven to increase the rate and retention of student 
learning. Educating students using the arts also provides a foundation for their appreciation of and 
participation in the arts as life-long learners. 

 For More Information, parents can visit:  
http://www.fcps.edu/WoodburnES/woodburn_arts_integration.html 

Thank you to Heather Burt and Mrs. Chapin for this very informative and enlightening discussion! 

 

 Principal’s Report 

 
Bell Changes for 2015-2016   
 

http://www.kennedy-center.org/education/ceta/


Beginning in September, Woodburn’s school day will begin at 9:20 a.m. and dismiss at 4:05 p.m. This change 
means we will start a few minutes later than our current bell schedule, but the time still meets the 
recommendation that elementary schools start between 8 and 9:20 a.m.  

Superintendent Garza and the School Board have indicated that the changes to the bell schedules are just a 
start. They want to work on making adjustments to the middle and elementary school schedules in future 
years. Two calendars are being proposed for next year;  one version has FCPS starting the Tuesday after Labor 
Day, and the second version has FCPS starting a week earlier (per possible waiver from state of VA).  These 
proposed calendars for 2015-2016  will be discussed and decided by School Board at an upcoming meeting. 

Mrs. Chapin reported that discussions are already underway to possible move afternoon activities before 
school to accommodate the later start time.  Edith Forde stated that the PTA will also look and providing their 
enrichment classes before school and after school depending upon vendors’ schedules and community 
feedback.  Stay tuned! 

CETA Arts Integration Night  and Book Fair – March 26 

Come and learn more about the arts on Thursday evening, March 26.  Each grade level will be showcasing an 
arts integration project.  Parents and children will be able to participate in an activity related to the grade 
level’s project.  The Book Fair will also be open during the evening.   

Looking for Kindergarten Students 

Do you know a child who will begin Kindergarten next year?  Children who are five years old on or before 
September 30, 2015 are eligible to be enrolled in kindergarten.  Please contact Jackie Garcia in the Woodburn 
office to add children’s names and parent contact information to our list.  Kindergarten orientation will be 
held on Thursday, April 16 at 3:00 p.m.  Kindergarten enrollment affects staffing decisions for the upcoming 
school year, so it is helpful to have students enrolled as earlier as possible.  PTA plans to have a prescence at 
the orientation to encourage to families to join and get involved. 

 Recent Events Update – Talent Show, Wildcat Dance, Woodburn Marketplace 

 

Talent Show – Edith F. expressed appreciation hank to Gina Biver, Woodburn Alumni parent, for organizing 

this year’s Talent Show and making in such a great success!  What a wonderful opportunity for Woodburn 

students to share their talents, and Gina has not had a student at Woodburn for two years! 

 

Wildcat Dance – Edith F. asked for feedback regarding this year’s Wildcat Dance and Woodburn Marketplace.  

Consensus was that the DJ did a great job engaging the students and ensuring a fun time was had by all  

(Thank you, Janel Beach, for all of your hard work in organizing the dance and helping the 6th graders to raise 

funds for their end of the year party!).  The Marketplace in the cafeteria had goodies for parents to peruse and 

shop for while the children were dancing (Thank you, Peggy Tripp, for your efforts in gathering the vendors!).  

 

 Upcoming Events News 

 

Book Fair  - Mrs. Vinisky will be hosting the Book Fair during the week of March 23-27, with an opportunity for 

parents/students to purchase books during the school day on March 25, 26 and during Arts Integration Night 



on March 26.   Mrs. Vinisky could use help during any of the times mentioned to assist students with writing 

down their wishes and/or purchasing books. 

 

Movie Night  - Has been rescheduled for Friday, April 10th.  Carolyn Siegel, event coordinator, reported that 

the popcorn and waters will be donated and that there were no issues in changing the license date.  So far, 

only one student has said that they will be unable to attend the rescheduled date.  A reminder that volunteers 

will be needed to monitor student behavior, ensure safety, run concessions – Carolyn will be contacting those 

that previously volunteered to make sure that they are still available to help. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 
Note:  Please see updated budget below. 
Terri reported that it is looking like 2014-2015 expenses will be approximately $9,000+, leaving a carry-over of 
approximately $10,000 for the 2015-2016 school year.  Some funds are still outstanding; Two McDonald’s 
Restaurant Nights, Giant funds, etc.  There will be follow-up to ensure that these funds are received by the 
PTA accordingly. 
 
Exciting News for 2015-2016! 
Plans are coming together for Kevin Reese, artist with School Sculptures, to do an Indoor Mobile Residency at 
Woodburn in October of next school year.  He will work collaboratively with students to design mobile(s), and 
ultimately take their designs to construct a large mobile that will be installed in our school lobby.  What an 
opportunity for our students, thanks to a grant received by our school. 
 
This ties in well with next year’s PTA Reflections contest “Let Your Imagination Fly”.  If you are able to 
coordinate our participation in the PTA Reflections contest, please contact Edith Forde.  For more information, 
check out:  

http://www.pta.org/files/PTA%20Reflections/15-16%20Rules%20Music%20Composition.pdf  

 
8:40 p.m.  Meeting Adjournment  

 
 



 
 



 


