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shaliMar, or “shali” is our most recent 
rescue.  She is a female gray wolf who arrived 
from the Western North Carolina Nature 
Center, a small zoo located in the quaint city 
of Asheville, NC. Shali was purchased from 
a game farm when she was a pup and grew up 
at the zoo with an unrelated male companion. 
The pair was on exhibit for many years when 
sadly, the male passed away. Shortly after, the 
Nature Center purchased two more pups – 
one male, one female- and the hope was that 
all three would live together as a pack once 

The gift of 
companionship

the pups were of a suitable age.
Typically, wild wolf packs are family 

groups consisting of parents and their 
offspring so it is not surprising that often, 
unrelated wolves who are housed together 
in captivity- particularly females- do not 
function like a wild wolf family. Not only 
is the group artificially selected by humans, 
but there is no opportunity for emigration, 
as would occur in the wild, so there are 
often heightened levels of aggression. Not 
unexpectedly, Shali and the other female 

Shali (front) and Klondike. wolf haven staff photo.



SUMMER 2015    |     wolf  tracks 41

did not get along and out of concern for the 
safety of both females, Shali was removed 
from the group.

The universe works in strange ways: when 
the zoo reached out to us, it just so happened 
that we had recently lost an older female and 
were looking for a companion for Klondike, a 
male wolfdog who was alone. 

North Carolina is a long haul from 
Washington State – 44 hours according to 
Google Maps; however there were no options 
available for Shali other than to remain at 
the zoo in their holding area indefinitely. The 
staff cared deeply about Shali and they were 
desperate to find another option. Wolf Haven 
was equally motivated to find a friend for 
Klondike, so both parties were determined to 
make the transfer work. 

In early May, Wolf Haven staff flew to 
North Carolina, picked up Shalimar and then 
drove to Atlanta and boarded a plane (it 
was the only airport close by where we could 
get a direct flight). The four-hour flight was 
uneventful and we landed in Seattle at 10:30 
in the evening. Even though it was a long 
day, it was certainly better than a 44 hour 
road trip and the folks at Alaska Airlines took 
great care of both Shali and our director of 
animal care!

The name Shalimar is of Arabic origin 
meaning “strong and beautiful.” We couldn’t 
think of a more perfect way to describe 
her. Long legged and stunningly white, we 
quickly learned that Shali is no shrinking 
violet. We also learned that Shalimar had 
some serious food aggression issues. She was 
terribly underweight – most likely due to 
the stress of being pulled from her pack and 
isolated the last few months.  Rather than 
set Shali and Klondike up for failure, it was 
decided that we would initially keep them in 
separate but adjacent enclosures. The hope 
was that Shalimar would get used to her 
new surroundings, have access to good food 
without competition and regain some of the 
weight she had lost, all the while getting to 
know her potential friend through the safety 

of a chain link gate. 
For the first couple of days, Shali was 

defensive of her area and anytime Klondike 
so much as looked in her direction (if food 
was present), she would curl her lip and 
charge the fence. Even though she was acting 
aggressively, it was more defensive than 
offensive. Her tail was tucked all the way to 
her belly, her ears were held in an airplane 
position and her hackles were not raised. 
Klondike continued to approach her, even 
when she was posturing. 

As the days went by, Shali’s response 
became less intense, though she was still 
defensive over her food. Klondike was 
appropriate in his response and did not 
attempt to challenge her, but at the same 
time he let her know that he was not going to 
be pushed around.

A week later, we were feeling pretty 
good about the interactions we had observed 
between her and Klondike so we decided 
to try and introduce them. We opened the 
gates to the tunnel which connect the two 
enclosures and gave them some supervised 
time together. It couldn’t have gone better; 
after Shalimar explored the enclosure, she 
and Klondike spent the next few hours 
playing like young pups. By afternoon, the 
pair had worn themselves out and spent the 
remainder of the day fast asleep in the spring 
sunshine. 

The more time that goes by, the more 
bonded the two become. We continue to 
separate them for main feedings, but the pair 
now eat small treats together and they seem 
to have come to an understanding.  With the 
exception of feeding, they are never far from 
one another and when not engaged in play, 
we can usually find them in peaceful respite 
just a few feet apart.  

One of the greatest gifts we can give our 
residents is the gift of canine companionship.  
May beautiful, strong Shali and gentle, 
jolly Klondike have many happy years 
together. 

Meet our newest pair, Shali and Klondike


