
 

MANNA FROM MIKE—“THE PIERS BENEATH OUR YEARS” 

Recently, I’ve been thinking about a new vehicle—not to replace my old beloved pick-up 

truck with its 163,000 plus miles and rusted bumper—but to supplement it.  You know, 

something that would look a little better in funeral processions and for a night on the 

town.  In light that the calendar for the end of April includes earth Day, Arbor Day, and 

Earth Stewardship Sunday,  I’ve been asking, “W.W.J.D—What Would Jesus Drive?”  

If Jesus was standing at the car rental counter, which make and model would he 

choose?  Jay Leno quipped that Jesus would rent a 12-passenger van. We know that in 

his time and in his region, Jesus walked—except for a few boat rides and one late-in-life 

mountain descent on the back of a donkey. That was all there was available to Jesus or 

anybody unless you couldn’t walk or ride—then, your friends had to carry you.  

In Luke’s Gospel (5:17-26), there is a wonderful story about friendship.  Jesus is busy 

healing folks and some friends of a paralyzed man carry him to the house where Jesus 

is doing his thing.  When they arrive, the scene is so crowded that they can't get any-

where near the house—it’s wall-to-wall bodies, everywhere you look.  But, “no access” is 

not an option.  These friends get themselves and their paralyzed friend up on the roof—

tear open a hole, and lower him down “in the middle of everyone, right in front of Christ 

to Christ” who was “impressed by their bold belief.”  In a world where we are com-

manded to bear our friends' burdens, these four bore their friend.   

 

Poet Dorothy Sayers in a work entitled "Hymn in Contemplation of Sudden Death" 

writes: “Lord, if this night my journey ends, I thank thee first for many a friend, The sturdy 

and unquestioned piers, That run beneath my bridge of years.”  Indeed, friends are like 

piers that support us through the years.  Friendship is hard to define, but wondrous to 

experience.  In the Apocryphal book, the Wisdom of Sirach, the writer shares that when 

friendship takes hold, it provides a secure shelter and a true treasure. "A faithful friend is 

beyond price." And a faithful friend is also "an elixir of life"—as in life's tonic, life's flavor, 

and life’s joy. Finding a friend like that is not easy, but oh so necessary.   
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 HELP ME TELL THE STORY…. 

During Pastor’s class we discussed the history of the church, not only of Hurstbourne but of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as well. I incorporate this lesson into a week to help the 

children and youth learn how this congregation began and the beginning of the denomination. I 

believe that it is important to learn where we come from in order to know where we are going, to 

know how we started to know who we want to be...and what exactly it means to be a disciple! 

One of the things that the kids usually pick up on first (if they go to camp) is that the cabins at 

Camp Wakondaho are named after important people in the history of the Disciples. When we 

take a tour of the church we discuss the people who were important in the founding of the con-

gregation, and surprisingly this is the second congregation I have served in which the founding 

members are still active so, it provides a face for the kids to the people who helped make their 

congregation possible.  

The children usually light up when they are able to connect a historic beginning to a face that 

they recognize. I love this lesson in the Pastor’s class and I want to be able to share more sto-

ries for next year so, I would like your help. I would like to invite you to write your story, when did 

you come to Hurstbourne? What brought you here? And what makes Hurstbourne special to 

you? You can email (eallen@hchristianchurch.com) these stories or simply write them down, 

then I would like to compile them into a book for the children each year to learn more about this 

congregation through your words, your stories and your experiences to help them to learn the 

history of Hurstbourne and how they are a part of it. Let us tell the story to the next generation 

together. 

Peace, 

Emily 



Friendships come in all shapes and sizes. 

There are those we seldom see, but with whom 

we can pick things up as if we had left them a 

day ago.  There are those we might see daily, 

with whom we break bread and enjoy frequent 

fellowship.  Hopefully, there are those we could 

call at 3:00 in the morning, asking them to come 

right away with $500. And they would do it, not 

knowing, or needing to know at that moment, 

the reason why.  And, there are those who, 

across the years—by word, deed, example, and 

encouragement—have led us into closer com-

munion with Jesus Christ. The Beatles were 

correct: we “get by with a little help from our 

friends.”  

 

Writer Peter Gomes reflected: "God desires 

friendship with us, and has given us the model 

of friendship to describe his relationship to us 

and ours to him."  Ours is an incarnational faith,  

meaning that the best way to believe it is to en-

counter someone who embodies it.  The Chris-

tian faith is best passed from person to person. 

While I’m still not sure what kind of car Jesus 

would drive, I remain grateful for those friends 

of his and mine who have carried me and put 

me where I need to be for God’s blessings 

through the years.  “Lord, if this night my jour-

ney ends, I thank thee first for many a friend, 

The sturdy and unquestioned piers, That run 

beneath my bridge of years.” 

I’m so glad God made us friends! 

Agape, Mike    

Our Family at HCC: 

Since I was diagnosed with lung cancer in late 

August, Diane and I have been overwhelmed 

with love from everyone in our church family.  

We cannot thank each of you enough for the 

prayers, visits, cards and food you have pro-

vided.  Such caring and sharing!  You have 

been a blessing to us and we hope to be able 

to thank you individually as we continue our 

journey to remission.  May God bless the en-

tire loving family at Hurstbourne Christian 

Church. 

Lamar Burton 

Our brother-in-law, Jim Berry, recently had a mild 

stroke while visiting their daughter in Florida. He 

spent several days in the hospital and is now in 

rehab. We sent him one of our healing blankets. 

Jim wants to thank everyone at Hurstbourne 

Christian Church. Barry and Becky Osburn 

“Thank you so much for the beautiful healing 

blanket. I placed it on my left side and immedi-

ately could feel the warmth of healing beginning 

to work. My healing blanket is providing contin-

ued strength and comfort to enable me to regain 

the use of my arm and leg.” 

THANK YOU 

A very special thank you for being so thoughtful! 

For all of the cards I have received and for all of 

your prayers. I hope to see you all soon. 

Rosemary Reichart 

Thank you to everyone who donated candy 

for the Easter Egg hunt. Thank you to the 

youth for stuffing 750 eggs and for those who 

helped to set up and clean up. It was a won-

derful event and all of the children had a won-

derful time. One stated “This is the best day of 

my life!” 

I would like to thank each of you for your 

thoughts, prayers, cards, hospital visits and 

other acts of kindness during my hospital stay 

and recuperation. You have speeded my re-

covery and caused Mary and I to be excep-

tionally pleased that you have welcomed us 

into your church family so warmly. Our hope is 

that the Hurstbourne Christian Church family 

under Mike’s leadership and the lay-

leadership of this congregation will have a 

long and fruitful ministry.  

Again, Thanks for your caring. 

Don Sine 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

To Andrew Garvey who received Second Honors 

in the third quarter of this school year at St. Xa-

vier High School. We are so proud of you  

Andrew! 

 

On Sunday morning (April 12th) I found an ador-

able outfit for William hanging on my door. Thank 

you! To the person that left this outfit, thank you 

so much for thinking of William and for your gen-

erosity. It was so kind of you to buy something for 

William, he will wear it proudly. 

Thank you! 

Emily, Chaz and William 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

  1 – Lainey Floore 

  2 – Gordon Blue 

  2 – Paige Rechter 

  4 – Braylon Robertson 

  5 – Lamar Burton 

  5 – Rick Harper 

  5 – Anne Nielsen 

  6 – Bonnie Gimbel 

  8 – Renee Wiggins 

13 – Tyler Berrios 

14 – Charlie Bradbury 

15 – Susan Robertson 

16 – Sarah Cecil 

17 – Larry Taylor 

18 – Nick Bennett 

20 – Anne Austin 

23 – Rebekkah Rechter 

26 – Jeremy Stuckel 

28 – Jasper Austin 

 

 

APRIL  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

17 – Tammy & Brett 
Garvey 

19 – Jerri & Dale Barn-
stable 

22 – Sherry & Chris 
Keen 

28 – Pam & James 
Borie 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

  6 – Florence Bickel 

  6 – Ron Pennell 

  8 – Shirley Collier 

10 – Cindy Berrios 

10 – Bonnie Kirkman 

10 – Ann Stroth 

11 – Larry Walker 

12 – Don Aubrey 

13 – Harper Lohr 

14 – Clark Combs 

19 – H Stroth 

20 – Jake Schiphorst 

21 – Estel Hobbs 

23 – Debbie Pennell 

26 – Zachary Sheehan 

27 – Sam Rechter 

28 – Larry Odom–Groh 

28 – William Orias 

29 – Barry Osburn 

29 – James Wosoba 

31 – LaGrielle Wiglesworth 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

5 – Zelma & Henry Harrison 

9 – Rebekkah & Jeff 
Rechter 

16 – Jayme & Dan Lorenz 

25 – Beverly & Bob Hardy 



REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  

(* INDICATES RECENT ADDITION) 

MEMBERS:  *Bonnie Kirkman,* Ron and 

Brenda Pennell, Brienne Borie, Ted, Flor-

ence and Sheila Bickel, Lamar and Diane 

Burton, Bettie Detwiler, Lana Gaddie 

(Oaklawn),The Garbat-Welch Family, 

Zelma and Henry Harrison, Chris Keen,  

Ardis Kimmel, Bob and Bonnie Kirkman, 

Nancy Lewis, Hunter and Jayme Lorenz, 

Rosemary Reichart, Larry and Nylene 

Walker, Diane Walters. 

FAMILY OF MEMBERS: *Family of 

Susan Ferguson (of Joyce Dowdell), *Jim 

Berry (of Barry and Becky Osbourne)Chip 

Hoback (son of Sally Hoback), Family of 

Garland Cochrane, brother-in-law (of 

Shirley and Earl Cantrell), Family of Mark 

and Jim Elzey (of Dana Perry), Dan Det-

wiler, Eula Koppel (of Kathy Goff), Steven 

Hardin (of Bob and Bonnie Kirkman), Pat 

Kelly (of Yvonne Lohr), Mitch and Kathy 

Hartman, Richard Lorenz and Helen Haw-

thorne (of Dan and Jayme Lorenz), Oleta 

McDowell (of Pat Pierce), Phyllis Barnes (of 

Ruth Olson), Winnie Skaggs (of Judy 

Wright). 

FRIENDS OF MEMBERS: *Diane 

Whitehouse (of Wes Humphries), John and 

Linda Caso (of Glen and Joy Stuckel) Pam 

Thieneman McIntire (of Bev Collard), 

David, Vicki and Anthony Schlicter, Latoya 

Rose (of the Kiper Family), Lois Muesing 

(of Bettie Detwiler), Mike Stewart (of Shirley 

Collier), Barbara Dill (of Sally Hoback), 

Frank Alameda (of Helen Humes). 

SENIORS 

Ardis Kimmel 
3405 Pennsylvania Ave.  
Jeffersonville, IN 47130-5752 
 
Bob & Bonnie Kirkman  
173 Brookside Drive 
Louisville 40243-1286 
Phone: 253-9936 
 
Madge Osborne 
165 Spring Meadow Lane 
Louisville 40243-2224 
Phone 245-1184 
 
Rosemary Reichart 
4501 Springdale Rd #143 
Louisville KY  40241 
Phone: 425-4475 
 
Helen Sames 
945 S. Fifth St. #709;  
Louisville 40203  
Phone: 815-4777 
 
Larry & Nylene Walker  
8021 Christian Ct  Apt 402 
Louisville 40222 
Phone: 409-9025 
 
Diane Walters  
9201 Hillstone Drive Apt#105;  
Louisville 40299 

 
 

HURSTBOURNE SUPERMEN 

MAY 9TH  

The Supermen are invited to meet for the 

Fellowship Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. then 

meet in the family room at 9:00 a.m. to dis-

tribute projects. 

These projects can vary from landscaping, 

moving large items to painting. All men in-

terested should contact Chaz Allen at 

chaz.allen86@gmail.com or 606-776-9233. 

If you have a project that you need help 

with around your home. Please contact 

Emily (eallen@hchristianchurch.com) or by 

calling the church office. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

 

 

JULY 25 

EACM-KOSAIR CHARITIES  

SANTA CLAUS GOLF SCRAMBLE 

Join EACM and the Kosair Charities for the 

Santa Claus Golf Scramble at Long Run 

Golf Course. Tee time is 10:00 a.m. The 

cost is $50 per player plus a $10-$20 toy.  

Hole Sponsor $100, Ladies and Youth (12 

years minimum) welcome! 

Be part of the HCC team. Lunch and 

prizes! 

 

COLLECTION FOR THE  

HUMANE SOCIETY 

I have decided to collect items needed by the 

Humane Society as my service project for 

Pastors Class. Please consider helping me and 

the animals in our community. I love animals and 

want to help take care of them. I’m doing this 

partly for my dog Sasha. Won’t you do it for your 

pet?  

Thank you for your help.  

Chloe Pennell 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

 Blankets, sheets, towels, pet beds and 
comforters (clean, gently used) 

 Bandana fabric and dog hair bows 

 Paper towels and toilet paper rolls (to make 
enrichment toys for pets) 

 Cat food (dry or canned) 

 Cat litter (non-clumping) 

 Uncovered plastic litter boxes 

 Cat toys, including pipe cleaners, cat wants, 
feathers and paper bags 

 Cat tunnels 

 Cat harnesses and leashes 

 Scratching posts 

 Wild bird seed (for our bird feeder outside of 
the cat colonies, which cats love to watch!) 

 Dog food (canned only) 

 Dog toys (durable, non-plush), Nylabones and 
puzzle toys with stuffers such as peanut butter 
and Cheese Whiz 

 Dog treats (soft only, no rawhides) 

 Puppy training pads 

 Dog/puppy gates 

 Bleach 

 Laundry detergent 

 Disinfectant (aerosol can) 

 Paper towels  

 

SECOND TIME AROUND 

MAY 7th AT 7PM 

Are you or someone you know raising grand-

children? Join us for our monthly support group. 

In March we will get to know one another and 

find out how we can best support each other as 

you tackle the daily challenges of raising a 

grandchild. 

 

 



HURSTBOURNOS 

April 19 

We will hold our annual Hurstbournos 

fundraising dinner on April 19th. All are 

invited to join us for a wonderful meal 

and to support our youth. To purchase 

tickets call the church office or purchase 

them after worship in the Gathering 

Space. 

YOUTH EVENTS 
RACE FOR GRACE  

FUNDRAISING DINNER 

For several years we have supported the Chur-
chill Downs backside ministry as one of our Out-
reach projects.  This year we have been invited to 
participate in the Kentucky Race Track Chap-
laincy fundraiser "Race for Grace" event.  This 
event provides the primary funds for the Chap-
lain's outreach to the backside community at 
Churchill Downs and other Kentucky racetracks. 

The event is on Monday, April 27th at 6:00 pm on 
Millionaires Row at Churchill Downs.  The 
speaker is Todd Burpo, author of Heaven is for 
Real. This book was inspired by his son's near 
death experience and journey to Heaven.  It was 
on the NY Times best seller list and was made 
into a movie in 2014.  I've attached a flyer with all 
of the details.  Tickets are $150.00 per person or 
a table for 8 can be reserved for $1200.00 and 
can be purchased online 
at www.kychaplaincy.org.  The event also in-
cludes a silent and live auction of racing memora-
bilia and more. 

If you are interested or have questions, I'll be 
glad to try and get more information for you.  Give 
me a call at 228-0705. 

Thanks, Sue Ater 

CYF SEMINAR 

JUNE 16-23 

Join High School youth from across the state for 

a study trip to New York and Washington, D.C. to 

learn about the similarities and differences of dif-

ferent faith traditions. Registration forms are 

available on the bulletin board. See Emily or Mike 

for more information. 

CAMP REGISTRATION 

It is time to register for camp! Children 

and youth 1st –12th grade are encour-

aged to register for camp as soon as 

possible. Please register by April 26th in 

order to receive the early bird discount. 

Registration forms are available on the 

bulletin board next to the youth room. 

Questions? See Emily 

Mini Camp (3rd grade) June 5-7 

CYF 1 (9th-12th grade) June 8-13 

Eighters Camp (8th Graders) June 14-20 

Sailing Camp (at KBY 6th-12 grade) June 
14-19 

Junior 1 (4th-5th grade) June 22-26 

Camp 101 A (1st & 2nd grader with par-
ent) June 26-28 

CYF 2 (9th-12th grade) June 29-July 4 

Chi Rho 1 (6th-8th grade) July 6-11 

Chi Rho 2 (6th-8th grade) July 13-18 

Camp 101 B (1st & 2nd grader with par-
ent) July 24-26 

Junior 2 (4th-5th grade) July 27-31 

**Children and Youth should be regis-
tered based on grade completed during 
2014-2015 school year.** 

USING KROGER CARDS  

BENEFITS HCC 

Kroger donates $750,000 each quarter to 

community charities and churches.  Kroger 

recently informed HCC of earnings of 

$359.00. The amount Kroger donates to each 

charity is determined by multiplying the char-

ity’s member percentage participation in the 

program compared to total participation times 

$750,000.   

Therefore, if you have a Kroger card and are 

registered to participate in Kroger’s Commu-

nity Awards program and plan to buy gift 

cards, buy them at Kroger.  It will increase the 

Kroger quarterly gift to HCC.  It is also bene-

fits you personally as purchasing the gift cards 

gives you fuel points.  Contact Bob Hardy with 

questions or to register for a card. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Sunday school teachers are needed for our 

younger children. A lesson will be provided for 

you. If you are interested in teaching please see 

Emily. 

MISSION TRIP DATES 

JULY 26– AUG 1st 

This year is our disaster relief trip, due to recent 

natural disasters a location will soon be an-

nounced. 

GAMERS GROUP 

If you like to play cards, dominoes, etc. please 

come join the Gamers Group on Tuesday 

mornings at 10:30 for a fun time of games and 

friendship.   

Bring a brown bag lunch and enjoy. 

YOUTH GRILL OUTS 

As the weather warms up the youth will begin 

their monthly grill outs to raise money for the 

youth fund. Mark your calendar to have a hot 

grilled lunch outside or we can package it for you 

to take home. 

May 17 

June 13 (during the yard sale) 

July 12 

August 23 

 

LEGACY WORKSHOP- MAY 31 

Rev. Gary Kidwell, President of the Christian 

Church Foundation will our guest on May 31
st
.  

He will join us as our guest preacher in wor-

ship and will offer workshops for estate plan-

ning and giving.  This is a wonderful opportu-

nity for all ages, please plan on being present 

for this insightful workshop. 

SAVE THE DATE-JULY 23rd  

LIFE LINE SCREENING 

Life Line Screening will be at Hurstbourne to pro-

vide screening for Carotid Artery, Heart Rhythm, 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, Peripheral Arterial 

Disease and Osteoporosis. More information on 

how to sign up will be available as we get closer 

to the screenings.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012T_sSyGYqINn8R-sqn1ursFOd6OCYW14DIQg4imhsPYFjGQdbyh4O-DF3jFZNPggzl3OeSv78ruo0RrSFr9KLw00ZP-tN6YYrYofKyuJEC1B4xtwrparDjl1OWySCnk0C-bnvPKrKyZgX5pJmD1oCf13T9pX8ZKqC5jMLOhcxfx-V7V5U0Q4mg==&c=YCVSkpLVWSp3bz2myE1OX_w_FX44pRnBPoaKBcOmX

