
ASCCA Participates in the June 27 BAR Educational Advisory Group Meeting  
 

The Bureau of Automotive Repair (BAR) Educational Group met in Sacramento June 27. 
Following is a post meeting ASCCA participants’ perspective as written by Craig Johnson, Phil 
Fournier and Jack Molodanof.  

Rocky Carlisle, Chair played the new Hybrid Training presentation now available online on the 
BAR website. Hybrid Vehicles must get a smog test on the new OIS (only) on 6 years and older 
vehicle (4 years and older for Change of Ownership). Afterwards discussion and input was 
received about what the instructors present were teaching their students on how much of the 
car they are disassembling to verify components. Rocky solicited recommendations on what 
items should be visually inspected during a Hybrid inspection. Discussion followed about the 
shop owner’s responsibility to have safety items available such as gloves and isolation sticks 
when performing Hybrid repairs. Some in the audience felt that those items should be 
mandatory during Hybrid Smog Inspections. Safety Items are not currently required by BAR 
when performing Hybrid Inspections. 

The issue of the visual inspection of covered components took up the highest percentage of the 
meeting.  Phil Fournier commented that without a visual component, the inspection becomes 
very low tech and would easily allow for the kiosk smog, where the consumer does his own 
inspection, simply plugging into the OBD connector and scanning his paperwork.  Next, if there 
is no visual inspection, it reduces the ability to fail a vehicle for aftermarket modification or 
emission system components not monitored by OBD.  These are few indeed in modern cars, 
never the less never underestimate the ability of the aftermarket to find innovative ways to 
bypass emissions components that can only be spotted by the visual inspection. 

Rocky Carlisle stated there are currently 40,000 ARDs and 7,200 Smog Stations, 14,000 licensed 
technicians in California. 

Ed Van Mil reported that participation on the new The Automotive Resource Center (ARC) 
website (https://californiaarc.org/) has been low. Phil Fournier recommended a better sign in 
process to include industry sign in page. Rocky and Ed acknowledged that this new website is a 
work in progress. The BAR recommends for instructors to post their class schedules up to a year 
in advance on the ARC. Input was given by the group on how to make the site more secure so 
grades are not manipulated by the wrong party. BAR will look into adding/separating Admin 
and Teacher Log-ins. 

Citation Training- Normally there about 1,000 Citations issued. This year, that amount has 
doubled since the beginning of this year. Proposed Citation Training includes 4 hours of online 
and 4 hours of in-class training followed by a 50 question test that references the online 
training to verify they are the ones that actually took the online class.  The BAR plans to have 
instructors post the passing certificate on the ARC website. Keep in mind the order of 
abatement from the judge can include a more severe penalty such as retaking the 68 hour 
coarse (Level 1), or 28 Hour Coarse (Level 2) and/or retaking your A6, A8 and level 1 tests.  

https://californiaarc.org/


Rocky provided a training outline and the Advisory Group were given time to make 
recommendations and changes. The final 4 hour class includes a component that has the 
instructor verifying that the inspector can perform a proper smog inspection by watching the 
offender perform a repair and/or inspection. The final citation penalty training class will be 
reviewed by the Advisory Group. 

A lively discussion was had about enforcement. Craig Johnson brought up recent citation 
activity where good shops that have no history of wrong doing (BAR calls this "bad behavior") 
got cited for making a simple mistake.  Jack Molodanof and Craig Johnson had a similar 
discussion before the Meeting started with Pat Dorais about the recent spike in citations issued 
to shops that incorrectly used the BAR 97 to perform a smog test instead of the new OIS 
system. Some were due to simple oversight/mistake (i.e. 1998 diesel vehicles inspected using 
BAR 97 instead of OIS) others were done to game the system. The citations are issued 
automatically (based on the computer data) and cannot distinguish between good vs. bad 
shops. But that a shop should appeal and explain the circumstances. After a situation is 
explained to BAR and if a mistake was made rather than intentional bad behavior fines will be 
abated and will not affect STAR status.   

Also discussed was the solution of updating the software so that it would alert the shop when 
using the wrong equipment to perform as smog test. 

The Advisory Group reviewed the draft Brake Inspection manual to which ASCCA had input. 

Update Training Classes: A two-page sheet was provided outlining current classes available. 
Instructors present mentioned that they cannot post this classes at their colleges without 
posting the Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs). It was noted that attendance at update training 
classes have been low. Jonathan believes that the reason for low attendance is that shop 
owners are having their technicians simply become inspectors while the shop owner will be the 
only one retaining the repair license.  Their technicians continuing doing all smog repairs as 
usual but no longer have to take the additional training to get the repair license.  As long as the 
shop owner has the repair license, the shop can continue to do business in this fashion.  This is 
an unintended consequence of licensing restructure.  The idea of the change was to allow test-
only technicians to only have to be qualified in inspections, not in diagnosis and repair.   

Current Smog "Repair Only" Technicians must take the 16 hour update course. Current 
"Inspector Only" Technicians must have a 12 hour lab and a 4 hour online update class.  

Charlie Peters made the point, probably valid, that many new car dealerships have BAR 97 
machines that no longer function, yet they continue to do smog repairs.  They are allowed to do 
WARRANTY smog repairs because the consumer is not charged.  But, since as long as there are 
no complaints from the consumer, the situation is never investigated. 

Current ASCCA Instructors and Classes: 
Steve Caruso 714-6555324, Jonathan Summers 951-7810412 


