
Automotive Aftermarket Summit Recap 
 
On June 24, ASCCA partnered with CAWA to host the 2016 Automotive Aftermarket Industry Summit at 
the Hotel Maya in Long Beach. Overlooking the ocean and the famous Queen Mary, the summit 
featured discussions on cybersecurity, connected shops, and a federal and state legislative update. 

 

 
 
The discussion on cybersecurity, led by Craig Smith of THEIA labs, focused on telematics, and aimed to 
provide an understanding of the linkage between the two, and what the impact it will have on the future 
of vehicle development, parts distribution, and vehicle diagnostic repair. Panelists stress the importance 
of educating consumers about telematics and its implications for personal privacy.  
 
Next up was a panel discussion, titled Connected Shops are the Future. Panelists focused on how those 
in the automotive repair industry should begin a dialogue on how the auto care industry is evolving and 
what are the implications throughout the distribution channel regarding the future connected repair 
shop. Panelists included Nate Smith of Nate Smith Optimal Auto Care, John Villa of Villa Automotive, 
ASCCA President Dennis Montalbano of German Auto Repair Inc., and Kevin Donohoe of Pacific Motor 
Service.  
 
In conclusion to the meeting, attendees received a state and federal legislative update from ASCCA 
lobbyist Jack Molodanof, Auto Care Association lobbyist Aaron Lowe, and CAWA lobbyist Gary Conover. 
Here is a summary of ASCCA priority bills, and where they are in the legislative process:  
 
SB 778 (Allen) – Oil Change: As introduced, the bill would have required automotive repair dealers, prior 
to performing any work, to notify customers purchasing oil changes of recommended oil drain intervals, 
oil grade and viscosity specified in the maintenance schedule of the vehicle's owner's manual.   
 
ASCCA advocated for amendments that would improve the bill and provide a "real world" approach to 
protecting consumers while ensuring a fair and competitive automotive repair market place. 
This past week Senator Allen adopted ASCCA's recommended amendments.   
 
The bill is scheduled for review by the Assembly Business and Professions committee on June 28.  
 
AB 1174 (Bonilla): This bill will require complaints made about licensed ARDs to be listed on the Bureau 
of Automotive Repair (BAR) website. The bill will also give cite and fine authority to the BAR for 



administrative mistakes. This is a bill that ASCCA had opposed unless amended, and Assemblywoman 
Bonilla agreed to amend the bill. 
  
As amended, ASCCA has removed our opposition.  
 
AB 873 (Jones) –Support: This bill would provide BAR with authority to create regulations to provide 
oversight of shops that are currently exempt from BAR registration because they are performing minor 
repairs such as oil changes, tire changes and battery work.  
 
AB 2167 (Achadjian) – Support:  AB 1222 (Bloom) created new requirements for towing operators to 
address the problem of "bandit tows".  Also included are requirements for businesses that accept 
vehicles from tow operators such as: obtaining tow driver’s license number.  A coalition of new car 
dealers association, tow truck association, ASCCA, Cal Auto Body Association, Cal-ABC, AAA working on 
developing clean up legislation to provide for "safe harbor" for shops that attempt in good faith to 
obtain information from tow operators but are unable to do so. 
 
AB 2153 (Garcia) – Concerns: This bill establishes new fees on lead-acid batteries to fund lead 
contamination cleanup. The bill requires retailers that sell batteries to collect $1.00 per battery and 
remit to the State Board of Equalization. It requires that the battery fee be separately listed on the 
invoice.  Furthermore, it requires retailers to accept batteries from a customer for recycling and requires 
that a battery dealer to post a written notice stating that the dealer is required by law to accept 
batteries and charge a fee on all replacement batteries. 
 
 


