
The Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Arts Council 

What's Happening?! Newsletter 

a weekly email from the Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Arts Council 

 

 

Third Thursday   

September 17th 

   

Bring your lawn chairs and your appetite for good art, good food, good music and good times! 

Third Thursday, hosted by the Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Arts Council, is returning to kick off the arts 

council season of events, September 17th, from 6pm to 8:30 p.m.  

Start the evening enjoying refreshments while looking at the beautiful featured art. 

 
Jennifer Buckley McCall 

 

We will be featuring Darlene Pilcher Artist  and 

Fine Art of Jennifer Buckley McCall in our 

upcoming exhibit at the Carnegie Center Gallery in 

Fitzgerald, Georgia. The exhibit will be on display 

August 12 - October 1. The reception will be a part 

of the Fitz Arts' Third Thursday event on September 

17, 2015 6- 8:30pm at the Carnegie Center Gallery.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/jenniferbuckleymccallart?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/jenniferbuckleymccallart?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/jenniferbuckleymccallart?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/jenniferbuckleymccallart?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100007593378762
https://www.facebook.com/jenniferbuckleymccallart?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/fitzgerald.georgia.5
https://www.facebook.com/fitzartsthirdthursday
https://www.facebook.com/jenniferbuckleymccallart?fref=photo


 

Then at 6:30PM 

Live on the Carnegie Center Patio! 

Megan Fowler 

#1   

2015 GA Music Awards  

Country Female Artist of the Year  

https://www.reverbnation.com/meganfowler 

 
 

Megan Fowler -  2013 Georgia-Country Female Artist of the Year and the 2014 

and recently named 2015 GA Music Awards Country Female Artist of the Year 

Megan Fowler will be performing live on the Patio at the Carnegie Center.  

 

In 2010, she joined the Georgia Country Gospel Music Association, and was chosen 

as the GCGMA Female Entertainer of the Year in New Country in 2010.  This 

association opened doors for her to perform at showcases in the Listening Room Cafe, 

Hard Rock Cafe, and Gaylord Opryland Hotel in Nashville, where she discovered in 

https://www.reverbnation.com/meganfowler


June 2011 by Bernard Porter, president and founder of PCG Nashville, a renowned 

artist development company.  Megan participated in PCG's Athena Program from 

October 2011 through August 2012, until Porter considered her advanced enough to 

make an early move into the Emerging Artists Program.  "Megan is adorable and is 

one of those individuals who has a persona," Porter stated. 
 

Through PCG she has been working with top songwriters to begin writing her own 

songs, a process she thoroughly enjoys.  Those songs are becoming increasingly 

popular at local venues.  Megan released her first album, "We've All Got A Song", on 

iTunes and Amazon on April 1, 2014.  She also has hard copies available as well. 

 

In 2013, Megan joined Georgia-Country.com and was chosen as the 2013 Country 

Female Artist of the Year.  In the Spring of 2014, Megan was nominated for a GA 

Music Award.  She was honored to receive the award for 2014 Country Female Artist 

of the Year for the GA Music Awards on June 14, 2014. More information is 

available at http://www.meganfowlermusic.com/ 

  

This concert is admission-free. 

 

 

Cirellos will be taking orders and delivering to this event.  

Call 229-622-0044 to place your order.  

We will have a few tables set up...so bring you lawn chairs and pull up to a table and enjoy the 

evening with your friends and neighbors. (you are welcome to bring a cooler and/or your own 

table and chairs) 

 

*************************************** 

http://www.meganfowlermusic.com/


Crafting at the Carnegie 

September 1st 

6:30PM 

$30 includes all supplies for the project 

 

More samples will be posted on our Facebook page soon. You may also make suggestions for 

what you would like to paint.   

 

 

Susan Hogan posing with her mason jar project. 

************************************ 

 

 



Kids & Canvas 

Every Wednesday!!! 
 

We have reworked the Kids & Canvas program and adjusted the day and time & price 

to fit some of our new programs and schedule. Starting September 26th the Kids & 

Canvas class will meet 4pm - 5pm at the Carnegie Center. The new prices are $20 per 

session or get a significant savings by paying $60 per month. (you can still choose to 

just come once a month. I will just need to know which Wednesday your child is 

coming.) Each week we will feature a different painting project. Class size will be 

limited to 10 children ages 6 - 12.  

Registration has begun! You may register by responding to this 

email. 

 
************************* 

Also... NEW! 

 
*********************** 



The Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Arts Council is proud to host the 

Pageturners Book Club  

at the Carnegie Center  

the first Monday of each month.  

The next meeting will be held  

Monday,  September 14th 

6pm - 7:30pm 

 

 

The featured book is 

Fall of Giants by Ken Follett 

 

For more information about the Pageturners Book Club, call Anne Jordan at 770-841-8698 

tel:770-841-8698


 

 

******************************************* 

 
****************************************** 

Save the Date!  

November 13-14, 2015  

Harmony Jubilee!  

 

 

 

Hot Air Balloons! 

 

tel:770-841-8698
tel:770-841-8698


 

Artisans Market!  

For more information visit our website www.harmonyjubilee.com 

 

*********************************************** 

 

Notice: FBHAC Hours  

Monday - Friday  

10am - 4pm 

additional hours are by appointment. 

Note: There are times when we must be at other events or meetings that may result in us not 

being able to be at the Carnegie during regular hours. Also, the front door is sometimes locked 

during a transition in the gallery. The back door is used as the entrance during those times.  

 

 

As the executive director of the  

Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Arts Council… 

 
Brandy Elrod, executive director 

I am so excited about our upcoming season of events! We are in the process of finalizing 

our plans for our 2015-16 season.  If you have any ideas or suggestions for our upcoming 

season...NOW IS THE TIME TO LET US KNOW! 

I have the awesome opportunity to work with various groups in our community, region and 

state to bring a variety of arts and cultural experiences to our rural area. I can't begin to 

tell you how important it is to our local economy and quality of life to have a flourishing 

http://www.harmonyjubilee.com/


arts community. While we still have plenty of room to grow, we are doing a lot with the 

resources that we have.  

I want to include an excerpt of this article as food for thought.  You can read this article in 

its entirety athttp://www.gmanet.com/News-Grant-Opportunities/Viewpoints/Public-Art-

Helps-Cities-Be-Memorable,-Vibrant-Plac.aspx 

 

 

Public Art Helps Cities Be Memorable, Vibrant Places 

June 5, 2015  |  Denise Brinson, Assistant City Manager, Economic & Community Development, 

City of Suwanee 
This was originally published in the June 2015 edition of Georgia's Cities. 

Denise Brinson 

Want to be interesting and memorable? In the summer of 2007, my  family took a trip out 

West. We flew into Denver, drove through the Black Hills of South Dakota, visited relatives in 

Montana and trekked through Yellowstone National Park. My children, ages 6 and 10 at the 

time, when later asked what they liked best about the trip, talked about the “big rock” in 

downtown Boulder, the “cowboy statue” in front of a government building in Helena, and the 

“four arches made of deer antlers” that lead into the square in Jackson Hole. For me, this 

personal example cements the power of public art. Of all the things that they could have recalled 

from those fabulous landmark locations, it was the public art that made the most significant 

impression on my children. 

  

I could use flowery language to convince you why public art is important. I could tell you that 

when I google “public art” things like “it adds cultural, social and economic value,” “it is a 

distinguishing part of our history and evolving culture,” and “it humanizes the built environment 

and invigorates public spaces” pop up. But what I’m really saying is that art is important and 

people (my kids included) just dig it—whether they consciously realize it or not. 

  

http://www.gmanet.com/News-Grant-Opportunities/Viewpoints/Public-Art-Helps-Cities-Be-Memorable,-Vibrant-Plac.aspx
http://www.gmanet.com/News-Grant-Opportunities/Viewpoints/Public-Art-Helps-Cities-Be-Memorable,-Vibrant-Plac.aspx


Dancer XX by Jack Howard-Potter is part of Suwanee’s SculpTour, 

a walkable outdoor exhibit  of more than 25 temporary and 

permanent art pieces displayed throughout downtown Suwanee.  

 

Art and activity are important elements of “place.” Mayor and 

lifetime Suwanee resident Jimmy Burnette will be the first to tell 

you that for the 50 years prior to the creation of Town Center, 

Suwanee was best known for two things: being home to the Atlanta 

Falcons and speed traps. It wasn’t until we had an interesting 

“place,” which included interesting “things,” that we started to be 

recognized by national publications as a great place to live. This, I 

believe, is no coincidence. 

  

I also believe that public art is now taking Suwanee—and our “place” —to the next level. Public 

art has become an important piece of what we do, who we are and how we are viewed by 

residents and visitors, and, increasingly, by the business community. Public art programs like 

Suwanee SculpTour, a walkable outdoor exhibit of more than 25 temporary and permanent art 

pieces displayed throughout our downtown, are putting the city on the map. 

  

It’s not enough to simply create a “place.” You also need to make that place come alive...through 

art, events, activities, and just making things fun. You need to give people a reason to keep 

coming back and connecting. This bonds a community and feeds cash registers. 

  

Arts  and  culture  elevate  broad  areas. Of course, Suwanee isn’t the only city creating 

interesting experiences. In Gwinnett County, you can watch world-class stage shows at the 

Aurora Theater in Lawrenceville, listen to up-and-coming musicians at “Jazz in the Alley” in 

Norcross, or visit a funky artist colony at Tannery Row in Buford. This list goes on and on. 

These places, whether intentionally or organically, have found that the arts make them more 

interesting and engaging. In most cases, it’s not by accident that they are focusing on the arts—

they have figured out that the arts add real value to their communities.... 

  

 

Great  places  have  great  art. Art can establish a community’s identity. Can you image New 

Orleans without jazz? Chicago without the “Bean?” Or Paris without just about everything that 

makes it so great? These places—and so many more—are inextricably linked to their arts. As in 

Jackson Hole, it is impossible to separate these great cities from their art. Suwanee too has 

decided to strive to be a great place. Public art, in the public realm and for the whole of the 

community, is an integral piece of our overall strategy.  My personal goal for Suwanee is to find 

our “big rock.”  

 

 

 



 

I hope that you will contact your local arts groups. Get to know us, understand our 

programming and how we work to improve your city, county and region. Consider 

becoming a member of the Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Arts Council if you are not already a 

current member. The membership donations are tax deductible. I have attached a 

membership form to this email for your convenience.  

If you are already involved with your art organization...pass this along and encourage 

others to get involved. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Brandy Elrod 

Executive Director 
Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Arts Council 
P.O. Box 537 

Fitzgerald, GA 31750 
229-426-5035 
 


