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Vibrant art created from colored pencils 

is focus of new Arts of Kenmore exhibit 

    
Judy Moritz  Bee’s Workstation  7”x10.5”  $300 

 

KENMORE, Wash.— “The Art of Colored Pencil,” a juried exhibit from eight 

Pacific Northwest artists incorporating colored pencil, will open Friday, July 24 at 

the Arts of Kenmore Gallery in Kenmore City Hall, 18120 68th Ave. N.E.  

 

Selected to exhibit their work are Gloria Alexander, Michael Flynn, Margaret Li, 

Steven Lu, Judy Moritz, Elaine O’Riley, Iris Stripling, and Joe Wuts.   

 

The public is invited to an opening reception from 6:30-8 p.m., featuring a 

presentation by artist Judy Moritz, Vice President of the local Colored Pencil 

Society of America (CPSA207.org), from Bothell.   

 

The new exhibit showcases an exquisite range of style and subject matter using the 

medium of colored pencils, “with some applications a bit cheeky,” according to 

gallery curator Sara Solum Hayashi. 

 

“The modern colored pencil is considered the newest form of expression within the 

visual arts, but the process is actually very old,” Hayashi said. “The use of oiled 

chalk, or grease pencil that became the modern crayon, has been dated to Pompeii 

and ancient Egyptians used beeswax to bind color into stone similar to the modern 

Encaustic technique.”   



 

“Revolutionizing the art world in the early 20th century, the colored pencil is 

basically a crayon wrapped in wood.  Today’s pigmented core can be made of wax, 

oil-based pastel, watercolor, water-soluble ink, and available in every imaginable 

hue in the color spectrum. Techniques are equally as vast layering heavy pigment 

for bold intense tone or blending as softly ethereal as air.” 

 

Ms Moritz, the evening’s presenter, will discuss her unique journey into the arts 

after retiring from nephrology nursing in 1997.  A background that engages her 

attention to practice fine details in her drawing and painting.   

 

Moritz loves capturing emotion in action and says she is “enthralled by the beauty 

in minute details whether in a flower, a portrait, an animal or landscape.”  Much of 

her work is influenced by bicycle travels in Europe, New Zealand, the U.S. and 

Canada.  Her love of sewing and quilting further engages her to push colors to their 

most vibrant hues.  Moritz is member and Vice President of the local chapter of 

Colored Pencil Society (cpsa207.org), arts instructor and coordinator for Bothell 

Senior Center’s annual Fine Arts Show, and active participant in the Northwest 

Artists in Action exhibits.   

 

“The Art of Colored Pencil” is the latest in a series of five exhibitions mounted 

throughout the year by Arts of Kenmore, a nonprofit organization that also 

produces the annual Kenmore Art Show at Bastyr University in June. The current 

exhibit, “The Art of Jan Viney,” ends July 16. AOK Gallery exhibits are made 

possible by sustaining support from the City of Kenmore and 4Culture.  

 

The mission of the Arts of Kenmore, a non-profit, all-volunteer organization, is to 

promote the Arts in the Kenmore community through the annual art show and 

other programs, including arts grants to six public schools and regular exhibits at 

the AOK Gallery at Kenmore City Hall.  

 

For more information: visit www.artsofkenmore.org or contact 

info@artsofkenmore.org or  

David Maehren, president of the Arts of Kenmore, at 

dmaehren@artsofkenmore.org.   
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