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Over the past few years NAEYC and 
its components (think state and local 
groups) have been involved in a National 
Dialogue. The purpose of this process 
has been to strengthen the relationships 
among all of the component parts of 
NAEYC and to create an even stronger, 
higher performing, inclusive organization 
serving the needs of members as they 
work to ensure all children receive a high 
quality early childhood education.

NAEYC and its state and local groups 
are poised on the brink of change. The 
final phases of the National Dialogue 
will bring a new look to the relationships 
between NAEYC and the affiliate 
components. Virginia leadership (state 
and local affiliate) have been looking 
hard at this proposal and are taking 
every opportunity to add their voice to 
the conversation around this proposal 
which is scheduled to be voted on by the 
NAEYC governing board this summer.

Do you see change as a friend or a 
foe? Well, that all depends doesn’t it? 
While change, we are told, is the only 
constant, welcome or unwelcomed, as 
an organization and as members we need 
to determine how we will embrace that 
change. While change may be inevitable, 
suffering is optional. The choice is ours 
as to how we meet that change.

Organizational change can be 
an overwhelming challenge. How 
can VAECE manage this change to 
maximize organizational success? In 
part successful change can be enhanced 
by VAECE members and leaders 
remembering a few key things:

• Keep an open mind, really listen, 
and pay attention to member voice 
as well as leader voice.

• Create an open environment for 
exchange of information and ideas

• Continue to modify goals and vision 
for the organization so that they are 
evolutionary and flexible to adjust to 
changes.

• Remember that the ultimate goal is 
what is best serve the children so that 
every child from birth to age 8 may 
receive the best care and education 
possible.

Early childhood education is a 
tremendous responsibility. As early 
childhood professionals we are committed 
to acting and speaking on behalf of young 
children and their families. VAECE is 
committed to helping to create a path for 
children to develop to their fullest. How 
the Virginia AEYC affiliate will look in 
the future as it continues its mission may, 
once the restructuring plan is approved, 
be different but the commitment remains 
the same.

Change: Friend or Foe?
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Debi Deloose
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2015 Annual Conference

“I found the presentation on interactions very 
refreshing and I plan on implementing things 
I learned on Monday.”– Tarneshia, attendee

“I enjoyed the new ideas. The wiggles and giggles 
had lots of energy. Glad I went to that. She brought 
my energy up.”– Sherrell, attendee

“Had a great day. More please!” – Kathy, attendee

“There’s lots of great synergy flying in the air after 
each session and it is great to hear what the 
attendees have to say.” – Joyce, Presenter

“The Conference itself was outstanding, and I came 
away in awe of the dynamic leadership of your 
Board and local affiliates/chapters.” 

– Carol Montealegre, President-Elect of SECA
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2015 VAECE Outstanding Service to 
Children Award: Sue Hutchison
by Susan Barnes

Sue Hutchinson has had a major impact on the education 
and development of young children for her entire life. She 
and her husband Phil began their teaching careers in 1974 in 
Rockbridge County. When the kindergarten program began 
in 1976, Sue started teaching at Bridgewater Elementary 
School in Rockingham County. Over the next several years, 
she taught at Dayton Nursery School and John Wayland 
Elementary School. Sue also was an instructor at Eastern 
Mennonite University. While taking time off to raise her 
three young children, she became a preschool teacher at the 
James Madison University lab school, the Young Children’s 
Program (YCP).  As a fulltime instructor in the Department of 
Early, Elementary, & Reading Education at James Madison, 
she continued to impact young children through her work as 
an instructor of early childhood education and as the director 
of YCP. She successfully saw the YCP through two NAEYC 
accreditations, earning an uncommon and exceptional rating 
of 100% in the most recent cycle.

While the above in itself would certainly provide enough 
evidence of her commitment to young children, Sue’s most 
accomplished achievement is her work with the Challenger 
Division of Little League Baseball. She was instrumental in 
developing the Bridgewater Challenger program, a division 

of Little League Baseball for children ages 5-18 with special 
needs who cannot safely participate in other baseball programs.

Sue has served as the treasurer for the Valley Chapter for 
more years than we have kept records. In that capacity she 
maintains all financial records, serves on the executive board 
to plan, promote, and in many cases “bring the donuts.” At the 
state level, Sue served on the committee to develop preschool 
standards. Sue is retired now and continues to support young 
children through her work with the Bridgewater Challenger 
Division of Little League Baseball and keeping her young 
grandchildren.

2015 Legislative Honorees

During the Advocacy Luncheon at 
the annual conference, VAECE honored 
Virginia governmental officials who 
displayed outstanding efforts during 
the past legislative session on behalf 
of young children. These honorees 
took the initiative to propose and 
support legislation to enhance the 
safety of young children in care. They 
and their staff have been available and 
forthcoming in their work with the child 
care community.  

Those honored were Delegate 
Eileen Filler-Corn, Senator Emmett W. 
Hanger Jr, Delegate Richard Anderson, 
VDSS Commissioner Margaret Ross 
Schultze, and Senator Barbara Favola.

2015 Annual Conference
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2015 VAECE Media Awards 
Nominated for their continued efforts to support early 
childhood education

Katie Brooke, Reporter, ABC 13, WSET

Katie Brooke has been a reporter in Lynchburg, Virginia since 2013 when she 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Broadcasting Communications at Liberty 
University.  Her favorite things about journalism are the many different people she 
gets to meet and the fact that each day holds a new story. She also loves keeping 
the community informed, especially when it comes to families and early childhood 
development.  She enjoys reporting on a little bit of everything including crime, 
education, health, and local business.

Navine Fortune, Social Media Maven

Navine is an early childhood professional, practitioner-scholar and an agent 
of social change with over 17 years of experience in the field of early childhood 
education.  Through the use of social media, she is able to promote and bring 
attention to the efforts of others to provide high-quality early childhood educational 
opportunities for all.  As an advocate, she works diligently on behalf of the children, 
families and early childhood professionals of South Hampton Roads.  Other roles 
serving the community include: Star Quality Mentor in the Eastern Region and 
Child Development Specialist for the Council for Professional Recognition.

The Source for Learning, Inc. is a 35-year-old, not-for-profit educational technologies corporation that helps 
educators, children, and families use technologies effectively to help children learn. SFL currently offers early 
childhood professionals a portfolio of online and professional services; provides online resources for K-12 teachers 
and students in the U.S. and 100 countries; and offers free mobile broadband services to students and teachers in 22 
metropolitan areas around the country.

SFL’s Early Childhood Initiatives include PreschoolFirst—a research-
based, online child assessment system that has proven effective in early 
childhood classrooms—as well as a wide range of professional development 
and management services for the early childhood community. SFL is also 
one of the few organizations working to help programs for young children 
with disabilities implement meaningful child assessment systems. SFL’s 
early childhood staff are all experienced educators. Their expertise ranges 
from assessment and curriculum development to staff development, national 
accreditation, and regional quality improvement in a variety of early 
childhood settings.

For more information on SFL’s Early Childhood Initiatives, please 
contact Kamna Seth at kseth@sflinc.org or 703-860-9200.

2015 Annual Conference

Navine Fortune (L) and Katie Brooke at the 

2015 VAECE Conference.

VAECE would like to extend a special thanks to the 2015 Annual Conference 
Platinum Sponsor, The Source for Learning’s Preschool First!

4  VIEWPOINT   •   SUMMER 2015   •   THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  

SUMMER 2015



Component      Connections
Your membership in state organization VAECE includes memberships in the national organization NAEYC, 
the regional organization SECA, and one of twelve local groups across the state of Virginia. Check out 
what’s going on at some of these other organizations!

Regional - SECA
Susan K. Barnes

Spring has sprung and it is time to play and learn 
outside! The spring issue of The SECA Reporter has 
some great ideas for your outdoor spaces. There are lots 
of beautiful color photographs of outdoor classrooms 
and learning environments plus tips on how to set up and 
maintain outdoor learning spaces for children in innovative 
and affordable ways. Winners of the previous Exemplary 
Outdoor Learning Classroom Contest are featured. This 
issue of the Reporter also includes a list of professional 
resources and a one-page tip sheet on how to explain the 
importance of recess. As a member of SECA, you received 
a direct link to this publication in your email on April 29, 
2015, but you can access it anytime as an E-Pub or as a PDF 
from the SECA website. Just go to southernearlychildhood.
org and see the FIND YOUR FAVORITE SECA 
PUBLICATIONS banner on the left side of the webpage. 
While you are on that SECA page, take a moment to scroll 
down and see all of the other resources SECA has for 
you there. Check out the conference page too! The SECA 
conference is in Tulsa, Oklahoma next year, February 11-
13, 2016. If you want to learn more about the many benefits 
you have as a SECA member, or if you have questions, 
please feel free to contact me, Susan Barnes, your Virginia 
SECA Representative, at barnessk@jmu.edu.

State - VAECE
Results of the 2015 elections for the VAECE Executive 

Committee were announced at the VAECE Annual 
Business Meeting held at the March conference.  VAECE 
is pleased to announce the following members who will 
begin their term of office on July 1.

Second VP for Professional Development       
Jane Plum   
Note: This is an appointed position.

Fourth VP for Outreach                                 
Brookes Sims

Treasurer                                                    
Toni Cacace-Beshears

Member at Large
Mary Braxton

VAECE extends sincere thanks to those members who 
are now leaving the board after ably serving: Christine 
Scibetta, Atleacia Gibson, and Johnnie Humphrey.

VAECE Annual Meeting, from L to R: Mary Braxton, Jane Plum, 

Johnnie Humphrey, Susan Barnes, Atleacia Gibson, Cindy Brown, 

Toni Cacace-Beshears, Christine Scibetta, Holly McCartney, Pat 

Victorson
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Component Connections 

SEAEYC Kids Fit Fest 2015
The Southeastern Association for the Education of 

Young Children (SEAEYC) is thankful to the Mayors 
from the cities of Virginia Beach; Will D. Sessoms, Jr. and 
Suffolk; Linda T. Johnson for their proclamations of The 
Week of the Young Child, 2015.

SEAEYC celebrated WOYC by hosting Kids Fit Fest 
2015 with The Starz Program™. Committed to enriching 
lives, The Starz Program™ promotes fitness which they 
believe improves self-esteem and overall well-being. 
This annual event was held on Saturday, April 18, 2015 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Southeast Virginia in Virginia 
Beach. Parents and children were able to network with 
community vendors from Children Hospital of the King 
Daughters (CHKD), FAMIS Community Outreach, The 
Starz Program™, Juice Bar Juices & Lifdid Kitchen. The 
children participated in fitness activities such as STARZ 
Fit™ (Dance, Sports Skill, and Fitness) and Zumba Kids® 
which included Dance, with goals such as Teamwork, 
Creativity, Confidence, Responsibility, Coordination, 
Balance, Discipline, and Memory. The parents also enjoyed 
their own fitness activity through MixxedFit®, a people 
inspired dance fitness program with boot camp like toning. 
We look forward to next year’s event.

http://issuu.com/seaeyc/docs/fit_fest_flyer

NVAEYC Arty Party!
The Northern Virginia Association for the Education of 

Young Children (NVAEYC) hosted a process art party for 
young children to celebrate Week of the Young Child! The 
party was held in a local park and flyers were mailed out to 
all NAEYC accredited centers in Northern Virginia inviting 
young children to come along. The goal of the party was for 
the children to be able to explore a variety of art materials 
and have fun!

Materials were set up at different tables at the park:
• Bubble wrap, egg cartons, paint, small brushes and paper
• A large roll of paper taped to a wall with paint, brushes, 

sponges and cookie cutters
• Old flower pots and baskets, pipe cleaners, flowers and 

glue
• Tissue paper, construction paper, scissors and glue sticks
• Paper and stickers
• Paper and crayons
• Chalk on the ground
• Paper towel tubes, assorted small boxes, pom poms and 

colored shredded paper
• Large boxes, paint and brushes on the ground

When children arrived they were immediately drawn to 
the paper on the wall. All the children that came to the party 
started out painting there and by the end of the party we had 
a beautiful mural! As the children started to explore more 
materials so did the parents and before long every material 
had been explored and used in some way. Everyone had a 
great time and we are looking forward to hosting a similar 
event next year.

Local – 
WOYC Celebrations

6  VIEWPOINT   •   SUMMER 2015   •   THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  

SUMMER 2015

http://issuu.com/seaeyc/docs/fit_fest_flyer


Points of View
VAECE Members represent a diverse group of 
individuals, working in a variety of positions for 
the common goal of benefiting young children.

Process Art Experiences in 
the Classroom
By Suzanne Hite

A few weeks ago we welcomed a 
visitor to our classroom. She brought 
along coloring sheets for the class. After 
she left I placed them on a table with a 
basket of crayons. Some of the children 
sat down and started to color. Not even 
a minute had passed when one of the 
children gave me their sheet and told 
me “I can’t do this. It’s too hard.” This 
child usually enjoys spending time in 
the art area so it was a little surprising 
to see him leave an activity so quickly. 
This child was more concerned about 
having to complete the coloring sheet 
in a certain way instead of just enjoying 
an art experience. He did not have 
the freedom to express his own ideas. 
However, it very much reinforced for me 
how important it is to provide process 
art experiences in the classroom. 

Process art is defined as being an art 
experience where the creative process 
is the principal focus rather then the 
end product. Product art demands 
a particular outcome and requires a 
child to follow set directions. I have 
experienced parents being less than 
enthusiastic when their child excitedly 
shows them the painting they did that 
day. In many parents eyes it just looks 
like some paint smeared on the paper. 
However, to the child it is the product 
of a fun experience at the art table. 
Maybe they used their fingers to apply 
the paint to the paper and witnessed 

what happens when red paint and blue 
paint are mixed together. It is our job 
as early childhood professionals to 
help parents realize what their child is 
gaining from process art experiences. 
Young children grow and learn in many 
developmental areas when engaged in 
process art. Some examples include:

Social and emotional
• The experience can help to relax children
• It enables them to express their feelings
• It makes them feel successful

Physical
• Using certain tools to create their art helps 

to develop fine motor skills

Cognitive
• Children have the opportunity to use 

their imagination
• They work through the process of planning, 

engaging in and completing an activity.

Language
• Children discuss their creations and 

perhaps create a story to go with it.

It is important to talk to parents about 
how you approach art experiences and 
let them know what their children are 
gaining developmentally. Another way 
for parents to start to appreciate the 
process art experience is to think about 
how you display children’s artwork. 
Adding photos next to artwork showing 
children engaging in the experience lets 
parents see how much fun they were 
having. With older children you can 
have them dictate a small story or even 

just a one word description of their 
creation. This will let parents see that 
the children are using their imagination 
and have a plan in mind when brushing 
paint all over their paper!

In the early childhood environment 
it is much easier and quicker to set up a 
process art experience. Think about just 
placing paper, paint and some combs 
on a table rather than cutting out several 
templates. When setting up a process art 
experience you can really use anything 
you want to. A quick search on Pinterest 
will bring up hundreds of ideas! Below 
are some to get you started.

Be thoughtful in the way you set 
up the experience in order to make 
it look inviting for children. Use 
baskets, trays, colorful bowls or cups 
to hold tools, materials, glue or paint.  
Let the children use the materials in 
the way they want. For example, if a 
child chooses to use a sponge to smear 
paint across their paper (rather than 
stamp with it like you had imagined) 
do not correct them! Let go of any 
expectations and see what happens. 
The whole point of a process art 
experience is to let the children explore 
the materials and have fun!

Tools to use with paint:
• Brushes
• Cotton balls & Q tips
• Combs
• Potato mashers
• Fly sweaters
• Sponges & Bubble wrap
• Cars
• And of course fingers, hands 

and feet - the list could go 
on and on!

Surfaces to paint, or use 
markers, crayons etc on:
• Paper towels
• Coffee filters
• Paper towels
• Egg cartons, toilet roll tubes 

etc
• Foil & Wax paper
• Rocks
• Fabric scraps

Materials to use:
• Paint & Chalk
• Watercolors (liquid or 

palette)
• Shaving cream mixed with 

food coloring or liquid 
watercolors

• Oil pastels
• Crayons & Markers
• Colored pencils
• Sand mixed with glue

Collage materials:
• Colored tape
• Glitter
• Paper scraps
• Items from outdoors (leaves, 

grass, petals etc)
• Fabric scraps
• Stickers
• Pom poms
• Popsicle sticks
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Points of View

A Picture is Worth a 
Thousand Words: Picture 
Walks as a Powerful 
Strategy
By Krista Dawson

That old phrase, “A picture is 
worth a thousand words”, is more apt 
than we might think when applied to 
children’s picture books. Have you 
ever tried taking a picture walk with 
your students? It’s a sure way to get 
kids talking. As an early childhood 
educator, I have known about this 
literacy strategy for years, but it wasn’t 
until I began as Literacy Outreach 
Coordinator for a public library that I 
discovered the power of this activity.

Here’s a brief outline that describes 
one approach to a picture walk with a 
group of children: 

Look at the cover. 
• Point out the title and author. 
• Talk about the cover illustration. 
• Ask children what they think the story is 

about. 

“Walk” through the book, page by page 
allowing children to comment on what 
they see. 
• Talk about the characters and predict 

what might happen to them. 
• Make a guess about how the book will 

end. 
• Talk about the meaning of words from the 

text that your children may not know. 

Okay, confession time, I actively 
avoided this strategy thinking it would 
“ruin” the book and I would find myself 
faced with more behavioral challenges 
when I actually tried to read the book. 
How very wrong I was! The truth is, 
a picture walk allows your students 
to explore the details of the pictures 
(which they will do anyway and often 
in a disruptive way during a read 
aloud- bursting forth with comments 
about a detail in the picture). It allows 
them to talk about what they notice 
and how it might connect to the story 
and build their interest in finding 

out how the illustrations (and their 
personal predictions) align with the 
actual words in the book (which you 
DO NOT read during a picture walk).

Think of a picture walk like a 
movie preview: The preview gives 
you a taste of what the movie will 
be about- it whets your appetite and 
gets you excited to see the full movie, 
right? Does it ruin it for you? Of 
course not!  In the same way, a picture 
walk gives the children a preview of 
the book and helps them know what 
to expect. This comfort with knowing 
something about the book and yet their 
curiosity to see if they are right, keeps 
them attentive for the later read aloud. 
Children like being able to anticipate 
what will come next and yet see if the 
print aligns with their decoding of the 
illustrations. 

I have found that behavior and 
attention actually improve both in the 
picture walk, when their impulsive 
comments are welcomed and then 
when you settle in to the read aloud. 
They are invested; they WANT to see 
if what they thought from looking at 
the pictures is what the print says. 
Inaccurate guesses is not deterring 
to the children in any way, just like a 
plot twist not revealed in the preview 
doesn’t frustrate the moviegoer. 
Accurate predictions serve to support 
a child’s developing literacy skills 
and encourages them to connect 
illustrations to print. So it’s a win-win 
approach.

Taking a picture walk before a read 
aloud fosters conversation and deeper 
thinking skills and I don’t think it’s  a 
stretch to say,  “A picture is worth a 
thousand words” when it comes to 
young children and an engaging book. 
I now preach picture walking in most 
of my literacy workshops and have 
heard from many participants that 
learning to picture walk was the most 
impactful take-away from my training. 
I encourage you to try it. I would love 
to hear the result! 

When to try a picture walk:
• When the book has very detailed 

illustrations
• When you don’t have time for a full read 

aloud- use a picture walk as a teaser
• For younger children, try a book with text 

that is closely aligned with the illustrations 
for clear correlation.

• With a book with new vocabulary- use the 
walk to introduce key words in context

• When you don’t have the energy to do a 
read aloud with lots of emotion and voices- 
picture walks are more child-directed, so 
you just guide

What a picture walk does: (using Three 
Little Kittens by Jerry Pinkney as an 
example)
• Teaches a child to take turns in order to 

have a conversation.
• Helps children become familiar with how 

books work and are organized.
• Gives caregivers a chance to introduce 

new words and what they mean. (Parent: 
“The kittens are wearing mittens. How are 
mittens different from gloves?”)

• Provides opportunities to rephrase what 
the child says so he or she can learn more 
language. (Child: “Me do that.” Parent: 
“Yes, you have eaten pie. What is your 
favorite kind?”)

• Extends conversations to help children 
learn more about something. (Adult: “The 
Mother Cat was sad that her kittens lost 
their mittens. Has your mommy ever been 
sad when you lost something?”)

• Helps a child make connections to past 
and future events so they understand that 
language sometimes represents events 
that are not happening right now. (Parent: 
“Maybe we should make a pie this week. 
Where can we find a recipe?”)

• Gives children an opportunity to explore 
the illustrations and details.

• Deepens connections between illustration 
and print.
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Advocacy & Public Policy
2015 NAEYC Public Policy Forum
By Navine Fotune

The 2015 NAEYC Public Policy Forum took place on 
March 9h & 10th and provided an opportunity to enhance 
and share our knowledge of federal and state policy issues. 
VAECE had 10 attendees: Pat Victorson, Bonnie Turner, 
Alicia Spencer, Joyce Oandasan, Navine Fortune, Quniana 
Futrell, Myra Childs, Fahemeh Pirzedeh, Nancy Powers 
Perry and Akua Kouyate. 

Forum topics focused on The Federal Budget, 
Investing in Child Care, Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) and The Workforce. In addition 
to being enlightening, the forum provided networking 
opportunities with other advocates from across the country 
and strengthened our key messages during our Capitol 
Hill visits. There were 39 states represented and over 200 
attendees, the largest to date. 

The group of presenters were as eclectic as the discussion 
topics. They were: 

1.  Rhian Evans Allvin, Executive Director, NAEYC 
(Facilitator, State Team Meeting) 

2.  Jodi Askins, Executive Director, PennAEYC (Panel 
Member, Policy Agenda) 

3.  Helen Blank, Director of Child Care and Early 
Learning, NWLC (Presenter, Tuesday Hill Briefing) 

4.  Laura Bornfreund, Deputy Director for the Early 
Education Initiative, New America Foundation (Panel 
Member, The Profession) 

5.  Senator Elizabeth “Beth” Bye (Panel Member, Policy 
Agenda) 

6.  Carol Brunson Day, President, NAEYC Governing 
Board (Presenter, Closing) 

7.  Stacie Goffi, Principal, Goffin Strategy Group (Panel 
Member, The Profession) 

8.  Roger Jackson, Chief of Staff for Congressman 
Chaka Fattah (Panel Member, Panel with Staff from 
Congressional Offices and Committees) 

9.  Cristin Datch Kumar, Professional Staff Member with 
Chairman Kline of the House Committee on Education 
and Workforce (Panel Member, Panel with Staff from 
Congressional Offices and Committees) 

10.  Tammy Mann, President and CEO, The Campagna 
Center; NAEYC Governing Board Member (Panel 
Facilitator, Policy Agenda) 

11.  Jana Martella, Co-Director, CEELO (Panel Member, 
The Profession) 

12.  Sally McClellan, Executive Director, SCAEYC (Panel 
Member, Electoral Advocacy) 

13.  Lori McClung, President, Advocacy & Communication 
Solutions, LLC (Panel Facilitator, Electoral Advocacy) 

14.  Leticia Mederos, Director of Labor Policy for Senator 
Patty Murray on the Senate HELP Committee (Panel 
Member, Panel with Staff from Congressional Offices 
and Committees). 

15.  Marica Mitchell, Deputy Executive Director for Early 
Learning Systems, NAEYC (Panel Facilitator, The 
Profession) 

16.  Amy O’Leary, Director of Early Education for All, a 
campaign of Strategies for Children; NAEYC Governing 
Board Member (Panel Facilitator, Panel with Staff from 
Congressional Offices and Committees) 

17.  Beth Oppenheimer, Executive Director, Idaho AEYC 
(Panel Member, Electoral Advocacy) 

18.  David Reich, Senior Policy Consultant, CBPP 
(Presenter, Federal Budget) 

19.  Roberto Rodriguez, Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Education (Presenter, Administration Update) 

20.  Kathy Saile, Associate Director, CBPP (Presenter, 
Federal Budget) 

21. Ruth Schmidt, Executive Director, WECA (Panel 
Member, Electoral Advocacy) 

22. Dianna Wallace, Executive Director, Indiana AEYC 
(Panel Member, Policy Agenda) 

23.  Reid Wilson, Editor and Lead Author of Read In, The 
Washington Post (Keynote Speaker, Inside Story from 
a Congressional Reporter) 
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Legislative Updates
From VAECE Legislative Consultant Chris Spanos

Assembly rejects amendments to child care bill
The House rejected Gov. McAuliffe’s substitutes for HB 1570/SB1168, 

the bills that strengthened safety and reporting requirements for home-
based child care businesses.  The substitutes would have broadened 
the fingerprint requirements to include all providers currently subject 
to a name check (like religious-based centers exempt from licensure).  
This amendment was added to put Virginia in compliance with a new 
requirement of the federal Child Care and Development Block Grant 
law.  If compliance is not reached by September 2017, Virginia parents 
receiving these funds could lose access to them.   The substitute bills also 
added language specifying a required fingerprint background check for 
unlicensed programs that accept federal child care subsidy funds.  The state 
had been told that without that specific mention of such a requirement, 
the FBI may not have the authorization necessary to release pertinent 
records to the state. 

 
Summary as passed by the General Assembly

Family day homes and child day centers; licensure; background checks; 
reporting; notice. Requires fingerprint-based national criminal history 
records checks for licensed child day centers and family day homes and 
requires employees and volunteers of such child day centers and family day 
homes to notify the provider if they are convicted of a barrier crime or subject 
to a founded complaint of child abuse or neglect. The bill adds the offenses 
that require registration in the Sex Offender and Crimes Against Minors 
Registry to the list of barrier crimes specific to family day homes. The bill 
lowers from five to four the maximum number of children for whom a family 
day home may provide care without a license, exclusive of the provider’s 
children and any children who reside in the home. The bill requires (i) local 
commissioners of the revenue or other local business license officials to 
report to the Department of Social Services (the Department) semiannually 
the contact information for any child day center or family day home to 
which a business license was issued; (ii) unlicensed and unregistered family 
day homes, other than those in which all of the children receiving care are 
related to the provider by blood or marriage, to provide written notice to 
parents stating that the family day home is not regulated by the Department 
and referring the parents to a website maintained by the Department for 
additional information; and (iii) child day centers and family day homes 
that contract with the Department to provide child care services that are 
funded by the Child Care and Development Block Grant to comply with all 
requirements established by federal law and regulation. The bill also requires 
the Department to (a) develop recommendations related to appropriate 
criminal and civil penalties for individuals who wrongfully operate a child 
day center or family day home without a license or provide care for more 
children than the maximum number permitted under their license; (b) report 
on the requirements established in the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant to the Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services and 
the House Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions by December 
1, 2015; (c) develop and make available to child day centers and family 
day homes training and technical information and assistance regarding 

compliance with new licensure requirements established in the bill; and 
(d) work with certain localities authorized to regulate and license family 
day homes to identify and address any differences between ordinances 
adopted by such localities and state regulations for the licensure of family 
day homes. The provisions of the bill that require licensure of family day 
homes providing care for five or more children have a delayed effective 
date of July 1, 2016. The provisions of the bill that require fingerprint-based 
national criminal history records checks have a delayed effective date of 
July 1, 2017. This bill is identical to HB 1570.

 
2015 SESSION
HB 1570 Child day centers and family day homes; regulations, 
national background check required, report. 
floor: 04/15/15  House: VOTE: REJECTED (36-Y 61-N)

YEAS--Albo, Anderson, BaCote, Bulova, Carr, Davis, Filler-Corn, 
Futrell, Herring, Hester, Hope, James, Keam, Kory, Krupicka, LeMunyon, 
Lindsey, Lopez, Mason, McClellan, McQuinn, Murphy, Peace, Plum, 
Preston, Rasoul, Rust, Sickles, Simon, Spruill, Sullivan, Surovell, Toscano, 
Tyler, Ward, Watts--36. 

NAYS--Adams, Austin, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Berg, Bloxom, 
Byron, Campbell, Cline, Cole, Cox, DeSteph, Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Fowler, 
Garrett, Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb, Head, Helsel, Hodges, Hugo, Ingram, 
Joannou, Jones, Kilgore, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, Lingamfelter, Loupassi, 
Marshall, R.G., Massie, Miller, Minchew, Morefield, Morris, O’Bannon, 
O’Quinn, Orrock, Pillion, Pogge, Poindexter, Ramadan, Ransone, Robinson, 
Rush, Scott, Stolle, Taylor, Torian, Villanueva, Ware, Webert, Wilt, Wright, 
Yancey, Yost, Mr. Speaker--61. 

ABSTENTIONS--0. 
NOT VOTING--Knight, Marshall, D.W.--2. 
Delegate Yost was recorded as nay. Intended to vote yea.
 

SB 1168 Family day homes and child day centers; local 
government to report business licenses issued. 
floor: 04/15/15  House: VOTE: REJECTED (38-Y 60-N)

YEAS--Albo, BaCote, Bulova, Campbell, Carr, Davis, Filler-Corn, 
Futrell, Herring, Hester, Hope, James, Keam, Knight, Kory, Krupicka, 
LeMunyon, Lindsey, Lopez, Mason, McClellan, McQuinn, Murphy, Peace, 
Plum, Preston, Rasoul, Rust, Sickles, Simon, Spruill, Sullivan, Surovell, 
Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward, Watts--38. 

NAYS--Adams, Anderson, Austin, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Berg, 
Bloxom, Byron, Cline, Cole, Cox, DeSteph, Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Fowler, 
Garrett, Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb, Helsel, Hodges, Hugo, Ingram, Joannou, 
Jones, Kilgore, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, Lingamfelter, Loupassi, Marshall, 
D.W., Marshall, R.G., Massie, Miller, Minchew, Morefield, Morris, O’Bannon, 
O’Quinn, Orrock, Pillion, Pogge, Poindexter, Ramadan, Ransone, Robinson, 
Rush, Scott, Stolle, Taylor, Torian, Ware, Webert, Wilt, Wright, Yancey, Yost, 
Mr. Speaker--60. 

ABSTENTIONS--0. 
NOT VOTING--Head--1. 
Delegate Anderson was recorded as nay. Intended to vote yea. 

Delegate Knight was recorded as yea. Intended to vote nay.
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Advocacy & Public Policy

Accreditation/
CDA Updates 
by Kamna Seth

VAECE is pleased to announce 
funding for 2015 fiscal year towards 
NAEYC Accreditation Subsidy and 
CDA Scholarship grants. These 
are awarded on first come, first 
serve basis. For more information 
on these grants/awards please 
click here - http://www.vaece.org/
grantsawards.html or contact, VAECE 
Accreditation/CDA Chair, Kamna 
Seth at vaeceaccchair@gmail.com. 

NAEYC Accreditation 
Update:
If an NAEYC accredited program 
must need to submit a 72-hour 
Notification form to inform the 
Academy of a critical incident that 
occurred at their program; as of 
April 1, 2015 programs are required 
to redact (i.e. remove, obscure) 
sensitive information included on 
the form such as, names of children 
and teaching staff, to maintain 
confidentiality. Click here for 
Redaction Guidelines - http://www.
naeyc.org/academy/content/redaction-
guidelines 

CDA Update: 

In the new CDA credentialing 
process, the observation of the 
Candidate in the classroom is part 
of the Verification Visit that takes 
place AFTER the Candidate submits 
the CDA Application. Click here to 
read more on the application process 
http://www.cdacouncil.org/the-cda-
credential/how-to-earn-a-cda

2015 VAECE Capital Steps 
by Quniana Futrell

The Virginia Association for Early Childhood Education spend every 
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday advocating for children and families.  This 
year was no different.  The Sunday prior to our legislative appointments 
VAECE provides training for first time lobbyist so they will feel confident 
when speaking to policy makers.  United we took a stand for children 
focusing on their safety.  We particularly discussed the critical number of 
10 deaths due to unregulated child care.  This article was published by 
the Washington Post in December 2014.  After its publication, the eyes 
of many Senator and Delegates were opened.  Since our visit the state of 
Virginia has lowered the number of children that are allowed to attend 
unregulated care from 6 to 5.  Although we are still pushing for all children 
to be in regulated facilities nevertheless, we will celebrate our small victory.  
Personally, I have attended Capitol Steps since 2011.  Advocacy is defined 
by me as blending action with my passion! I believe in a quality care and 
education experience for all children.  Those policy makers that sit at the 
General Assembly are the key players in initializing a movement.  I look 
forward to returning next January! 

heard from many participants that learning to picture walk was the most 
impactful take-away from my training. I encourage you to try it. I would 
love to hear the result! 
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Contact Information

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
(VOTING MEMBERS):

President/NAEYC Affiliate 
council rep. 
Debra DeLoose 
debradeloose@gmail.com 
(H) 703- 451-2047   
(C)  571-422-1226

Past President 
Toni Cacace-Beshears 
cacaceb@verizon.net, 
toni@childrensharbor.cc 
  
SECA Rep 
Susan Barnes 
barnessk@jmu.edu 
(H) 540-246-6313   
(W) 540-568-8114

President-Elect 
Holly McCartney 
mccarthb@jmu.edu 
(C) 540-478-4558   
(W) 540-568-8753

First VP for Affiliate Support 
Cindy Brown 
cindybrown51@gmail.com   
(C) 757-339-1097  
(W) 757-245-8635

Second VP for Professional 
Development 
Christine Scibetta 
christine.scibetta@verizon.net 
(H) 703- 455-5622   
(C) 703-338-1973

Third VP for Public Policy and 
Liaisons 
Pat Victorson 
mvictors@verizon.net 
(H) 703-730-7449

Fourth VP for Outreach 
Atleacia Gibson 
Atleacia@verizon.net 
(H) 757- 761-9500 

Secretary 
Stephanie Massie
stephmassie214@gmail.com
(H) 434-531-9488  

Treasurer 
Johnnie Humphrey 
humphrey15206@comcast.net 
(H) 804-526-1558

Member at Large for 
Membership 
John Almarode 
almarojt@jmu.edu 
540-568-4950 

Central Virgnia AEYC, 
President 
Jennifer McDonald 
director@ourneighborhoodcdc.com 
(W) (434) 202-8639

Lord Fairfax AEYC, President 
Maureen Keeler 
LFAEYC@yahoo.com
KFDC@inbox.com 
(H) 540-667-9350

NRV Chapter of VAECE, 
President
Karen Myers 
kcmyers@carilionclinic.org 
(C) 540-521-7674

Northern VA AEYC, Co-presi-
dent 
Ginny Holloway 
gholloway51@yahoo.com 
information@nvaeyc.org 
(H) 703-922-4481

Northern VA AEYC Co-pres. 
Fahemeh Pirzadeh  
Rccfahemeh@aol.com
nvaeyc.board@gmail.com 
(H) 703-542-5185   
(W) 703-476-8150

Greater Lynchburg Chapter, 
Co-President 
Janet Trent 
jttjst@verizon.net  
(H) 434-525-6651   
(W) 434-384-3131 

Greater Lynchburg Chapter, 
Co-President 
Holly Layne 
hlayne@randolphcollege.edu 
(C) 434-444-4294   
(W) 434-947-8787

PWAEYC, Co-President 
Laura Basu 
laurabasu@me.com 
(H) 703-583-5123   
(W) 703-216-5274

PWAEYC, Co-President 
Stacey Godin 
ssgodin@comcast.net 
(H) 703-583-2077   
(W) 571-274-7587

Richmond ECA, 
Co-President 
Debbi Heist 
msdebbi@humcpreschool.com 
(W) 804-272-1704  
(C) 804-305-8878

Richmond ECA, 
Co-President 
Susan Hill 
shill@clcrichmond.org 
(W) 804-740-9342  
(C) 804-467-3081

Southeastern AEYC, 
Co-President 
Quniana Futrell 
quniana@gmail.com 
(W) 397-2980      
(H) 927-8788

Southeastern AEYC, 
Co-President 
Navine Fortune
npfortune@nsu.edu 
(C) 757-217-7218   
(W) 757-823-8111

Southside AECE, 
President 
Joyce P. Jones 
jpjones@hopewell.k12.va.us 
(C) 804-943-3092   
(H) 804-530-1270

Southside AECE, 
Secretary 
Peggy Fulton 
alderaan1@aol.com 
(H) 804-691-1064

Southwest VA AECE, 
President 
Aimee Hamm
ctrylvr@gmail.com

Tidewater AECE, Co-President 
Gretchen Tisone 
Gretchen@newtownumc.org 
(C) 784-5070          
(W) 258-1100

Tidewater AECE, 
Co-President 
Bonnie Turner 
bturner113@verizon.net    
(H) 877-0551    
(C) 813-1792

Valley Chapter of VAECE, 
President 
Holly McCartney  
mccarthb@jmu.edu 
(C) 540-478-4558   
(W) 540-568-8753
  

STANDING COMMITTEES & 
OTHERS (VOTING AND 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS)

Legislative Consultant 
Christopher Spanos, 
SPANOS Consulting Group UC 
ChrisSpanos@SpanosConsulting.com

Viewpoint 
Paige Beatty 
paige.beatty@gmail.com

Week of the Young Child
Vacant  

Public Policy Taskforce, 
Chair 
Pat Victorson 
mvictors@verizon.net

Accreditation / CDA 
Chair 
Kamna Seth 
vaeceaccchair@gmail.com

Tech Taskforce, Chair 
Atleacia Gibson 
Atleacia@verizon.net

Student Taskforce, Chair 
John Almarode 
almarojt@jmu.edu

Budget/Fin. Taskforce, 
Chair 
Vacant
 
Conference Taskforce, 
Chair 
Christine Scibetta 
christine.scibetta@verizon.net

Conference 
Facilitator/Manager 
Sara Smith 
vaecehotline@aol.com

2015 Conference 
Committee, Co-Chair 
Stephanie Massie
stephmassie214@gmail.com

2015 Conference
Committee, Co-Chair 
Brookes Sims 
bsims@piedmontymca.org

2016 Conference 
Committee, Co-Chair 
Joyce Jones
jpjones@hopewell.k12.va.us

2016 Conference 
Committee, Co-Chair 
Debbi Heist
msdebbi@humcpreschool.com

LIAISONS 
(NON-VOTING MEMBERS)

Social Services Division of 
Licensing Programs
(H) 804-272-4392
(W) 804-726-7156
bast7960@comcast.net

VA State Occupational 
Child Care 
Kathy Strickler, ECE Teacher
(W) 540-658-6080 ext. 1132
(Fax) 540-658-6072
stricklerka@staffordschools.net
 
VA School Age 
Child Care Assoc.
Roy Hughes, President
(H) 757- 473-8887
(W) 757 - 471-5884

VA Cooperative 
Extension Service
Novella J. Ruffin
(W) 804-524-5257
(Fax) 804-524-5680
nruffin@vsu.edu
 
VA Alliance of Family Child 
Care Assoc.
Mary Braxton
(Phone) 703-897-1346
1braxton@comcast.net
 
Child Care Aware 
Sharon Veatch
(W) 804-285-0846
(fax) 804-285-0847
sharonv@va.childcareaware.org

Voices for Virginia’s Children 
Margaret Nimmo Crowe
(W) 804-644-0184, ext. 26
(Fax) 804-649-0161

VEA
Lola McDowell
(H) 804-364-7146
(W) 804-780-4821
topktva@aol.com

Head Start
Pat Carlton
(H) 804-843-9710
(W) 804-843-2289
804-693-3497 (Gloucester)
(Fax) 804-843-2308
pcarlton@pcdcva.org
 
VA Preschool Initiative  
Cheryl Strobel 
Cheryl.Strobel@doe.virginia.gov
804- 371-7578

TCC E C Development 
Program Head
Kerry Ragno
(W) 757-822-7604
(H) 757-471-1520
kragno@tcc.edu
 

AFFILIATE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 
(VOTING MEMBERS)
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VAECE IS ON FACEBOOK! FIND US AND BECOME A FAN.

Mission Statement
VAECE acts and speaks on behalf of all young children in Virginia.

Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be to serve and act on behalf of the needs and rights of 
all young children and to work with all groups serving the interest and well being of children in 
Virginia. Some of the particular concerns of VAECE shall be:
1.  To promote the professional growth of persons working with young children.
2.  To improve the availability and quality of developmental and educational services and resources 

for young children. 
3.  To advocate for and promote public policy decisions which improve the quality of life for young 

children and their families. 
4.  To support, disseminate and utilize research related to the well being and education of young 

children. 

Article submission deadline for the Fall 2015 issue of Viewpoint is August 1.
Want to run an advertisement in Viewpoint? Reserve your space by July 1.

Contact the Viewpoint editor, Paige Beatty at paige.beatty@gmail.com for more information. 

Viewpoint graphic design by Landis Productions, 1911 Huguenot Road, Suite 301, Richmond, VA 23235, (804) 897-0495, www.landisproductions.com

VAECE HOTLINE
1-888-22VAECE
(1-888-228-2323)

Come visit our web page!
www.VAECE.org
email: vaecehotline@aol.com
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