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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

PROTECTING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
SUE PURVIS, TODD HARRINGTON & BOB SILVA

Protecting intellectual property is one of the most important parts of invention and
entrepreneurship. The presenters will share their vast amount of expertise in this
area, and answer questions about patents and trademarks. We will hear what
happens when a case is brought before the patent examination office and learn
about the role of the Ohio University Technology Transfer Office in assisting
students and faculty with intellectual property protection.

5:30—7:00 PM | Baker 240/242

Sue Purvis, Supervisory Patent Examiner and University Outreach Team Coordinator at
USPTO, manages patent examiners in the Antenna technology area of the USPTO
Technology Center. She is the expert advisor to Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and a graduate of the George Washington University Law School.

Todd Harrington is the Chief Intellectual Property Counsel and Associate General Counsel
for Battelle Memorial Institute (BMI) in Columbus, Ohio. He is responsible for strategically
managing all aspects of the BMI worldwide intellectual property portfolio. Todd has

more than a decade of experience counseling senior leadership on generation, capturing,
procuring and deploying intellectual property assets to both commercial and governmental
clients. He is a graduate of Gonzaga University School of Law, Spokane, Washington.

Bob Silva is the director of technology transfer at Ohio University, responsible for the
capture, evaluation, protection, marketing, licensing and commercialization of all
intellectual property developed at Ohio University. He has been managing intellectual
property, commercializing technology and creating technology based start-up companies
for more than 24 years in both the public and private sectors. Bob has a B.S. in
Biochemistry and an MBA in Business Management from the University of Dallas.

The Center for Entrepreneurship is a partnership between the College of Business and the Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs



