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Key takeaways 

• EIA is responding to rapidly changing markets with expanded 
data, tools, and analysis 

• Healthy propane inventories coming into winter 2015-16  

• Buildout of transportation and storage is continuing to meet 
growing demand 

• Stronger international market linkages reduce volatility in 
prices 
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EIA has implemented a number of changes and improvements 
that complement activity in the industry 
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• Continuously improving forecasting tools, including 
– Short Term Energy Outlook (STEO) and annual Winter Fuels Outlook 

– Annual Energy Outlook and International Energy Outlook 

• Widening data offerings while limiting the amount of new data 
collected through surveys 

– Inventory surveys in 2016 proposed to split out consumer-grade propane 

– Crude by Rail – soon to be Energy by Rail 

– Gradual roll-out of separate data series for alkanes (propane) and olefins 
(propylene), including historical revisions 

– International data, including commodity flows 

• Improving data access through the EIA Application 
Programming Interface (API) and interactive web pages 



State Heating Oil and Propane Program (SHOPP) updates 
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States participating pre-2014 
2014 new states 
Not participating 

SHOPP status 

• SHOPP is a collaborative program 
between states and EIA that provides 
weekly wholesale and retail prices for 
heating oil and propane at the state 
level 

• EIA extended SHOPP in October 2014 
to 14 additional states 

• EIA will continue providing granular 
data to states on a weekly basis 
during the upcoming winter 

• New winter fuels page provides easier 
access to state information: 
www.eia.gov/special/heatingfuels   

http://www.eia.gov/special/heatingfuels
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Source: EIA, U.S. propane and propylene stocks at refineries, bulk terminals, and natural gas plants  
 

U.S. total inventories currently above 5-year range 
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Source: EIA, U.S. propane and propylene stocks at refineries, bulk terminals, and natural gas plants  
 

U.S. excluding PADD 3 inventories follow seasonal path 
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Source: EIA, U.S. propane and propylene stocks at refineries, bulk terminals, and natural gas plants  
 

PADD 2 inventory build within 5-year range 
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Source: EIA, U.S. propane and propylene stocks at refineries, bulk terminals, and natural gas plants  
 

New England storage at marine terminals builds with overseas imports 
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Propane delivery infrastructure links production and consumers 
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Expanding rail movements data from crude by rail  
to energy by rail 
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Propane rail terminal 

• First energy-by-rail 
products to be reported 
will be coal, ethanol, and 
propane 

• Identified over 400 rail 
terminals handling 
propane and butane 

• Mapped nearly 300 
terminals handling 
ethanol 

• As with crude by rail, 
data will be available for 
movements within PADD, 
between PADDs, and 
to/from Canada 

Source:  EIA, based on data shared with the Surface Transportation Board 
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Corn crop maturity and pace of harvest close to 2011 average – 
a year with minor grain-drying propane demand 
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Corn crop maturity Corn for grain harvest progress 

* USDA 2013 data incomplete. Weeks 40 and 41 not available. 
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Source:  EIA based on U.S. Department of Agriculture. 



U.S. midstream buildout focused on widespread production 
growth, Gulf-centered consumption 
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PADD 2012 2016 Growth 
1 1,304  6,624  5,320 
2 10,104  12,279  2,175 
3 36,589  40,444  3,855 
4 15,736  17,286  1,550 
5 927  927  0 

TOTAL 64,659  77,559  12,900 

PADD 2012 2016 Growth 
1 259  664  405 
2 855  1,355  500 
3 2,501  4,033  1,533 
4 237  247  10 
5 42  42  0 

TOTAL 3,894  6,341  2,447 
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Source:  EIA  based on survey data, news 
reports and company filings 



Eastern Canada Propane Inventories 
million barrels 

Canadian storage supplements U.S. supply 
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Source: National Energy Board of Canada, EIA 
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U.S. wholesale propane prices closely track international prices 
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U.S. dollars/gallon 

Source: Bloomberg 2015-10-13 
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Asia now the marginal destination for U.S. propane 
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, EIA 
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Propane-related reference products from the EIA 
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2015 Winter Energy Outlook Conference | http://www.naseo.org/winter-
energy-2015-agenda  

Hydrocarbon Gas Liquids (HGL): Recent Market Trends and Issues| 
http://www.eia.gov/analysis/hgl/  

Today in Energy | 
http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/index.cfm?tg=%20propane  

Heating Oil & Propane Prices| 
http://www.eia.gov/petroleum/heatingoilpropane 

Energy Explained - Propane| 
http://www.eia.gov/EnergyExplained/?page=propane_home  

Energy Explained – Hydrocarbon Gas Liquids (HGL)| coming soon 

http://www.naseo.org/winter-energy-2015-agenda
http://www.naseo.org/winter-energy-2015-agenda
http://www.eia.gov/analysis/hgl/
http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/index.cfm?tg= propane
http://www.eia.gov/petroleum/heatingoilpropane
http://www.eia.gov/EnergyExplained/?page=propane_home


Thank you! 
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 U.S. Energy Information Administration home page | www.eia.gov 

Short-Term Energy Outlook | www.eia.gov/steo 

This Week in Petroleum | http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp 

Today in Energy| http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy 

Glossary| http://www.eia.gov/tools/glossary 
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http://www.eia.gov/
http://www.eia.gov/steo
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy
http://www.eia.gov/tools/glossary/index.cfm?id=Hydrocarbon gas liquids


Backup slides 
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Export volumes continue to track refrigerated capacity 
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Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, EIA 
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EIA’s new HGL terminology bridges how the commodities are 
supplied, marketed and consumed 
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*Butanes include normal butane and isobutane. 
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Automating EIA data pulls 
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Download & Install Excel plug-in:     http://www.eia.gov/beta/api/excel/ 

4a  PASTE 

4b  PRESS 

http://www.eia.gov/beta/api/excel/
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