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Preface
This Directory for Worship reflects the conviction
that the faith, life, and worship of the church are
inseparable. Its theology is based on the Bible,
instructed by th&ook of Confessiorns the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and attentive to
ecumenical relationships. It reflects and encowsd
a rich heritage of traditions and diversity of
cultures.

A Directory for Worship is not a service book
with fixed orders of worship and collections of
prayers. Rather, it describes the theology that
underlies our worship, outlines appropriate form
for worship, and highlights connections between
worship and Christian life, witness, and service.

This directory presents standards and norms
worship in the congregations and councils of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). As the constitutio
document ordering our worship, the Directory fo
Worship is authoritative for this church. At the
same time, this directory is intended to suggest
possibilities, invite development, and encourage
ongoing reform.

Direct references to Scripture, Beok of
Confessionsand other sections of tiBook of
Order are provided in parentheses; other biblical
and confessional sources will be indicated in
footnotes.

PREFACE

a. This Directory for Worship reflects the conwctithat the
life of the Church is one, and that its worshiptness, and
service are inseparable. The theology is baseti®Bible, is
instructed by The Book of Confessions of the Presign
Church (U.S.A.), and seeks to be sensitive to eoizak
discussion. A rich heritage of traditions and aedsity of
Liégltures in the Presbyterian church are reflectet a

hcouraged by this directory. A Directory for Wapsls not a
service book with fixed orders of worship, a cdiiec of
prayers and rituals, or a program guide. Ratha@estcribes the
theology that underlies Reformed worship and oeslin
appropriate forms for that worship.

This directory suggests possibilities for wops invites
development in worship, and encourages continwgfaym of
5 worship. It sets standards and presents normaiéazdnduct
of worship in the life of congregations and therwdils of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). As the constitutiaatument

rdering the worship of the Presbyterian Churclts(4.), this
irectory for Worship shall be authoritative foigithurch.

b. In addition to the terms defined in thef&e to the
N8bok of Order, this directory also uses languagrigtvorship
r which is simply descriptive.

c. This Directory for Worship has been writteran
intentional effort to listen to the Spirit speakimgScripture
and to be guided by The Book of Confessions. Whentords
have come directly from the Bible or from one of th
confessions, that is so noted in the text. Refe®te other
sections of this Directory for Worship (W-) or teet
Foundations of Presbyterian Polity (F-), the Fofm o
Government (G-), and the Rules of Discipline (D9 a
included in parentheses in the text to guide thdse use the
directory. Notes at the bottom of the pages aidentify
biblical and confessional sources which have shaped
development of this directory. These notes areialdaded to
guide the reader to Scripture and the confessioonsder to
enhance the use of this directory as a teachirgtek
resource at various levels in the life of the churc

f

Chapter One: The Theology of Christian
Worship

Chapter I: THE DYNAMICS OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

W-1.01: Christian Worship: An Introduction

W-1.1000 1. Christian Worship: An Introduction




W-1.0101: Glory to God
Christian worship gives all glory and honor, praig
and thanksgiving to the holy, triune God. We ar¢
gathered in worship to glorify the God who is

present and active among us—particularly throu
the gifts of Word and Sacrament. We are sent o
in service to glorify the same God who is presen
and active in the world.

W-1.1001: Christian Worship
;§hristian worship joyfully ascribes all praise drahor, glory
and power to the triune God. In worship the peopléod
acknowledge God present in the world and in thedsl As
they respond to God'’s claim and redemptive actiodesus
ghhrist, believers are transformed and renewed drskip the
faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped3od’s
tservice in the world.

Revision simplifies, connects to order of worship

W-1.0102: Grace and Gratitude

God acts with grace; we respond with gratitude.
This rhythm of divine action and human
response—found throughout Scripture, human
history, and everyday events—shapes all of
Christian faith, life, and worship.

W-1.1002: God'’s Initiative

a. The Spirit of God quickens people to an awaieoé&od’s
grace and claim upon their lives. The Spirit motesm to
respond by naming and calling upon God, by remeimgend
proclaiming God’s acts of self-revelation in wombadeed,
and by committing their lives to God’s reign in therld.

Revision clarifies and elaborates on Reformed theht&od’s
gracious action, our grateful response; incorposatext on
Holy Spirit in new section below (+1.0105

W-1.0103: God’'s Covenant

The OId Testament tells the story of God'’s
steadfast love from generation to generation. Tg
Noah and his family, to Abraham and Sarah, to
Moses and Aaron, and to the house of David, G
made promises of faithfulness, calling the peopl;

respond in faith. In the fullness of time, God mad

a new and everlasting covenant with us through
Jesus Christ.

God’s Encounter with Humans

b. The earliest recollections of the people of Gpdak of
God'’s encounter with human beings. God takes titiatine in
creation and in covenant, in calling to repentagmag in
offering forgiveness. God plants and plucks up; Gaiges
0dnd blesses. (Jeremiah 1:10)

g IIQevision seeks to demonstrate a clearer focus ahsGo
&ovenant in the Old Testament, salvation history

W-1.0104: Jesus Chris
Fully human and fully divine, Jesus Christ came

into the world to show God'’s love, to save us fromE

sin, and to offer eternal, abundant life to alsuk
is God's Word—spoken at creation, promised af
revealed in Scripture, made flesh to dwell amon
us, crucified and raised in power, returning inrglq
to judge and reign.

Jesus Christ is the embodiment of God’s
gracious action in history and the model for our
grateful response to God. In Jesus we find the fi
and clear revelation of who God is; in him we alg
discover who God is calling us to be. Therefore
worship Jesus Christ as Lord, even as he leads
the worship and service God desires.

God’s Entrance Into the Human Condition

c. In Jesus Christ, God entered fully into the hamandition
in an act of self-revelation, redemption, and foegiess.
ntering the brokenness of the world, God in J&usst
atoned for sin and restored human life. By so emgehe
1c@reated world God brought time and space, matighaman
;Iife to fulfillment as instruments for knowing apdaising their
Creator.

W-1.1003: Jesus Christ
a. In the person and work of Jesus, God and a hlifeaare
united but not confused, distinguished but not sxpd.

j|Perfect Human Response

)(p. Jesus of Nazareth offered the perfect humaronsspto
God. The Life that redeems reveals the form angqae of
Nl%deemed life. Jesus’ life discloses the charadtauthentic
UEHristian worship.

The Living God in Common Life

c. Jesus Christ is the living God present in comfifenThe
One who is proclaimed in the witness of faith is

(1) the Word of God spoken at creation,

(2) the Word of God promising and commanding thtaug
covenant history,

(3) the Word of God

(a) who became flesh and dwelt among us,

(b) who was crucified and raised in power,

(c) who shall return in triumph to judge and reign.

Revision reorganizes and condenses this

W-1.0105: The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit manifests God's gracious action

Revision creates new section on the Holy Spiridenap in
part from W-1.1002 and W-1.1005




and empowers our grateful rense. The
Scriptures describe how the Spirit moved at the
dawn of creation, anointed Christ in baptism, and
was poured out on the church at Pentecost. The
same Spirit is still at work in the life of the akh
and the life of the nations.

The Holy Spirit gathers us for worship,
enlightens and equips us through the Word, claims
and nourishes us through the Sacraments, and $ends
us out for service. To each member of Christ’s
body, the Spirit gives gifts for ministry in the
church and mission in the world.




W-1.0106: Word and Sacrament

In Christian worship Jesus Christ is truly present

and active among us, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, through the gifts of Word and Sacrament.

Wherever the Scriptures are read and proclaime

and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s

Supper are celebrated, the church bears witnes
Jesus Christ, the living Word. Through these meg
of grace, God imparts and sustains our faith, ard

our common life, and transforms the world.

W-1.1004: Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament
Scripturé the Word written, preachihghe Word proclaimed,
and the Sacramehtthe Word enacted and sealed, bear
testimony to Jesus Christ, the living Word. Thro&ghipture,
roclamation, and Sacraments, God in Christ isgmtdsy the
oly Spirit acting to transform, empower, and simstauman
lives. In Christian worship the people of God
s to (1) hear the Word proclaimed,
(2) receive the Word enacted in Sacrament,
anS(3) discover the Word in the world, and
€I (4) are sent to follow the Word into the world

\W-1.1005: Christian Response to God in Community

Through these same acts of worship, we share i
the life of the Spirit, proclaim the mystery oftfai
and give glory to God.

a. From the beginning God created women and men for
community and called a people into covenant. Jeallsd,
commissioned, and promised to be present to a pe@phered
in his name. The Holy Spirit calls, gathers, ordarsl
empowers the new community of the covenant. To each
member, that Spirit gives gifts for building up thedy of
Christ and for equipping it for the work of minigtiA
Christian’s personal response to God is in communit

Response in Worship and Service
b. The people of God respond with words and detggaise
and thanksgiving in acts of prayer, proclamation,
remembrance, and offering. In the name of Christhle
power of the Holy Spirit, the Christian communitgsships
and serves God

(1) in shared experiences of life,

(2) in personal discipleship,

(3) in mutual ministry, and

(4) in common ministry in the world.

Revision simplifies, reorganizes these materiaith) @mphasis
on the Reformed marks or notes of the church; nadseon
God'’s covenant and Holy Spirit are incorporatecbimew
sections rw-1.0103 and rW-1.0105

W-1.02: Time, Space, and Matter

W-1.3000 3. Time, Space, and Matter

Revision moves this section up in order to add&sd's
whole creation/cosmos before moving into speaifidsuman
language and culture

W-1.0201: Creation and Redemptio

All time, space, and matter are created by God,
redeemed by Christ, and made holy by the Spiri
Through Christian worship—at certain times, in
particular places, and with special things—we
participate in God’s plan for the redemption of al
time, space, and matter for the glory of God.

Revision uses concluding statement in W-1.304Mas a
introduction to this section, adds reference tai8pi

- W-1.3040: Mission
All time, all space, all matter are created by God and have been
hallowed by Jesus Christ. Christian worship, at particular times,
in special places, with the use of God’s material gifts, should

| lead the church into the life of the world to participate in God's
purpose to redeem time, to sanctify space, and to transform
material reality for the glory of God.

W-1.3010 a. Time

W-1.0202: Time

Because God is the author of history, we may
worship at any time. The Old Testament recordg
the daily worship of the people of God, but teach
that one day in seven is to be set apart as holy t
the Lord. The Gospels all testify that Jesus rose
from the dead on the first day of the week. The
apostles came to speak of this as the Lord’s Day
alluding to the day of the Lord anticipated by the

W-1.3011: Sabbath, Lord’'s Day

(1) Christians may worship at any time, for all ¢itmas been
hallowed by God. The covenant community worshipait/d
But God set aside one day in seven to be kepttbdlye
&3%rd. In the Old Testament the Sabbath was undeisis a
Dday totally set aside and offered to the Lordhie New
Testament, believers observed the first day ofithek, the
day of resurrection, as the time when the new peopthe
covenant gathered to worship God in Jesus Chitigty Tame
1to speak of this as the Lord’s Day.

Word ancSacramen




prophets

The first Christians began to celebrate Jesus
resurrection every Lord’s Day, gathering to
proclaim the Word and celebrate the Sacrament
The church continues to gather, especially on th
first day of the week, to hear the gospel and bre
bread in Jesus’ name, with the confidence that t
risen Lord is with us.

Through two thousand years of Christian
history, the church has developed ways of keepi
time in Christ—many of them adapted from the
feasts and fasts of ancient Israel that Jesus kept
Through the festival days of the Christian year,
mark the Lord’s Nativity, Epiphany, Baptism,

Transfiguration, Passion, Resurrection, Ascension

and Reign. Other festival days, such as Maundy|
Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil, surroun
the holy mystery of Jesus’ dying and rising. Still
others, such as Ash Wednesday, the Day of
Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, and All Saints Day,
focus on the church’s life and faith. The seasdns
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter offer furthe
opportunities for growth in faith and discipleship
we prepare for or celebrate the major festivals o
the Christian year.

The pattern of daily prayer also connects the
church with the worship of ancient Israel, centsir
of Christian tradition, and Jesus’ own practices.
Whether in large assemblies, with small groups,
at home, daily prayer serves as a bridge betwee|
public worship and personal affairs, helping us t
live out our faith each day.

We mark other occasions in worship, reflectir
the cycles of civic and agricultural life, cultueaid
family celebrations, the commemoration of
significant persons and events, and the program
and activities of the church. It is appropriate to
observe such things, provided that they never
distract from the worship of the triune God.

(2) From earliest times, the church has gathereithen

Lord’s Day for the proclamation and exposition toé WWord

and the celebration of the Sacraments. The Refotraddion

has emphasized the importance of the Lord’s Dag@sime
Sfor hearing the Word and celebrating the Sacramiarttse
eexpectation of encountering the risen Lord, andésponding
a0 prayer and service. (W-3.2001; W-5.5001)

N@/-1.3012: Daily Worship
(2) In Israel's worship, daily hours were set admtesacrifices
of praise and thanksgiving. Even after the losthefTemple,
n orning, noon, and evening were established tirmeprayer.
sus set aside regular times for prayer, andeleving
community gathered daily for prayer in the Tempiean
. upper room, and in their homes. New Testament rgrite
vexhorted the Church to pray without ceasing. Thioiing:
ages, the Church has maintained special hoursafby prayer,
historically known as the daily office.

P’raver and Scripture
2) The Reformed tradition adapted the pattermefdaily
ffice, to provide an occasion not only for prapet also for
the public reading and expounding of ScripturelyDaiiblic
worship is to be commended as a dimension of faafid
witness of the church as it ministers in and todbmunity.
hanging patterns of life have also led to the esgipn of
aily prayer in family and personal devotion, whazle
encouraged as a part of the regular disciplin@®QChristian
life. (W-3.4000; W-5.2000; W-5.7000)

W-1.3013: Church Year
As God created and appointed days, God creategttanntof
time and appointed seasons for worship. In theT@ktament,
gheople observed seasons of fasting and feastiogaasions
for festival worship of God. Jesus kept these Vatdi For the
Church in the New Testament, the festivals wenesfiamed
Q meaning and purpose by Jesus’ life and teachisgjeath
Nand resurrection, and by the gift of the Holy Spitesus’ birth,
D life, death, resurrection, ascension, and promisedn give
meaning to the seasons which order the annualmhygth
orship and guide the selection of lessons to aé amd
roclaimed in the life of the Church. (W-3.2002;3)2003)

r
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Revision simplifies, streamlines, reorganizes, imcdrporates
materials from W-3.2000 (Days and Seasons) soathat
Smaterials on time are now in the same place:

W-3.2001: Days
God has appointed one day in seven to be kept holy, set aside

as the occasion for the people of God to worship corporately.
God has also commended daily worship by the people, whether
gathered in assembly or at home. (W-1.3011- .3012; W-5.5001)

W-3.2002: Church Year
God has provided a rhythm of seasons which orders life and
influences the church’s worship. (Cf. W-1.3013) God’s work of
redemption in Jesus Christ offers the Church a central pattern
for ordering worship in relationship to significant occasions in the
life of Jesus and of the people of God. The Church thus has
come to observe the following days and seasons:

a. Advent, a season to recollect the hope of the coming of
Christ, and to look forward to the Lord’s coming again;

b. Christmas, a celebration of the birth of Christ;

c. Epiphany, a day for commemorating God’s self-
manifestation to all people;

d. Lent, a season of spiritual discipline and preparation,

beginning with Ash Wednesday, anticipating the celebration of




the death and resurrection of Christ;

e. Holy Week, a time of remembrance and proclamation of
the atoning suffering and death of Jesus Christ;

f. Easter, the day of the Lord’s resurrection and the season of
rejoicing which commemorates his ministry until his Ascension,
and continues through

g. the Day of Pentecost, the celebration of the gift of the
Holy Spirit to the Church.

The church also observes other days such as Baptism of the
Lord, Transfiguration of the Lord, Trinity Sunday, All Saints Day,
and Christ the King.

W-3.2003: Other Seasons

Human life in community reflects a variety of rhythms which also
affect Christian worship. Among these are the annual cycles of
civic, agricultural, school, and business life; special times of
family remembrance and celebration; and the patterns of a
variety of cultural expressions, commemorations, and events.
The church in carrying out its mission also creates a cycle of
activities, programs, and observances. While such events may
be appropriately recognized in Christian worship, care shall be
taken to ensure that they do not obscure the proclamation of the
gospel on the Lord’s Day.




W-1.3020 b. Space

W-1.0203: Space
Because heaven and earth belong to God, we m
worship in any place. The Old Testament descri
stone altars, tabernacles, temples, and othergla
where the people gathered and encountered Gqg
The Gospels tell us that Jesus worshiped at the
synagogue and temple, but he also worshiped i
wilderness, on hillsides, and at lakeshores.
The first Christians worshiped at the temid g
in synagogues, homes, catacombs, and prisons
important thing was not the place, but the gatlge
of Christ’'s body—the people of God—and the
presence of Christ among them in Word and
Sacrament. Later the church began to build spe

places to meet for worship. To this day, a space|fo

Christian worship is primarily established by the
presence of the risen Lord and the communion ¢
the Holy Spirit in the gathering of the people of
God.

When a space is set apart for worship it gshoy
evoke reverence, encourage community, and bg
accessible to all. A space for Christian worship
should include a place for the reading and
proclamation of the Word, a font or pool for
Baptism, and a table for the Lord’'s Supper. The
arrangement of these things should express the
relationship to one another and their centrality in
Christian worship. A space for worship should n
be understood as an escape from the world, but
threshold between heaven and earth.

PGS

W-1.3021: Old Testament
E{iﬁristians may worship in any place, for the Godwteated
time also created and ordered space. The Old Testaells
God met with people in many different places. Ye
Ggarticular locations became recognized as placesayteople
dhad special encounter with God, so they arrangadesim such
a way as to remember and enhance that meeting héftibe

e altars of the patriarchs, the Tent of Meéfiimghe
wandering people of God, the Temple of the Kingdom
Jerusalem, or the house-synagogue worship of theltsion,

1 each place was ordered to invite and express Gud&ence.

_W]EC%OZZ: Jesus
INesus’ life reflects the covenant community’s usterding of

places for worship. He regularly worshiped in tiieagogue
and in the Temple, in the wilderness and on tHeitids of

lilee. Jesus especially disclaimed the notioh@wa could
e confined to any one place.

Cl
C
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W-1.3023: Early Church

)fBecause the identifying reality of Christian worshias
neither the place nor the space but the presenGeafthe
early Christians could worship in the Temple, inagyogues,
in homes, in catacombs, and in prisons. WherevesGhlias

| present among them in the interpretation of thed\émd the
breaking of bread, that space was hallowed. YeCtigrch
began to set aside special places for gatherititgipresence
of the risen Christ and responding in praise amd® To this
day, when the Church gathers, it is not the pderquiace, but
the presence of the risen Lord in the midst ofchramunity
which marks the reality of worship.

rw-1.3024: Arrangement of Space
When a place is set aside for worship it shouldifae
)laccessibility and ease of gathering, should geeeraense of
community, and should open people to reverencaé&od.
& should include a place for the reading of Seniptand the
preaching or exposition of the Word. It should pdevfor the
celebration and proper administration of the Saergs) with
a font or pool for Baptism and a table suitabletf@r people’s
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The arrangeméspace
should visibly express the integral relation betw@éord and
Sacrament and their centrality in Christian worskijg-
1.4004)

Revision simplifies, streamlir

W-1.3030 c. Matter

W-1.0204: Matter

Because God created the world and called it gog

we use physical things in worship. The Old
Testament tells of various things that were used
the worship of God: the ark, linens and vessels,

and incense, musical instruments, grain, fruit, ar

animals. At the same time, the prophets warned
the danger of idolatry: mistaking physical things
for divine presence and offering objects, instefad
ourselves, to God. The Gospels show how Jesu
used common things—nets and fish, jars and

ointment, a towel and basin, water, bread, and

W-1.3031: Old Testament
h@od created the material universe and pronouncgabit.
The covenant community understood that the matengald
_reflects the glory of God. They also came to seerhaterial
IFbalities can be a means for expressing suitabisgand
oihanksgiving to God. Ark, showbread, woven and eiclered
dinen, basins, oil, lights, musical instrumentsgigr fruit, and
imals all became expressions of the communitgiship of
od. The prophets warned, however, against offdhrg
material as a substitute for offering the self wlG

?N-l.3032: Jesus

SIn Jesus Christ the Word became flesh, and Godwetl
material reality. Jesus presented his body asralisacrifice.
In his ministry, he used common things like nat,fbaskets,

jars ointment, clay, towel and basin, water, bread,\aime.




wine—in his ministry of teaching, healing, a
feeding. On the cross, he offered his body as a
living sacrifice.

The first Christians, following Jesus, tooketh
primary elements of life—water, bread, and wine
as symbols of God’s self-offering to us and our

offering of ourselves to God. We have come to ¢alk

these things Sacraments: signs of God'’s graciod
action and our grateful response. Through the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper,
claims us as people of the covenant and nourish
us as members of Christ’'s body; in turn, we pled
our loyalty to Christ and present our bodies as &
living sacrifice of praise.

The offering of material gifts in worship is a
expression of our self-offering, as an act of
gratitude for God's grace. We give our lives to G
through Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us. T
practice of offering also reflects our stewardstfip
God's good creation. Mindful that the earth and
everything in it belong to God, we present tithes
and offerings for use in Christ’s ministry and
mission.

We offer creative gifts in worship as well,
including music, art, drama, movement, media,
banners, vestments, vessels, furnishings, and
architecture. When such gifts only call attention
themselves, they are idolatrous; when, in their
simplicity of form and function, they give glory tg
God, they are appropriate for worship.

of

Working in and through these material things, fesé&éd and
healed people, reconciled and bound them into camtgu
and exhibited the grace, power, and presence ditigglom
of God.

W-1.3033: Church: Sacraments

"(1) The early Church, following Jesus, took threienpry

material elements of lifewater, bread, and wihéo become
sic symbols of offering life to God as Jesus dféered his

dife. Being washed with the water of Baptism, Ctigiss

received new life in Christ and presented theirié®tb be

s:gg('g‘ug sacrifices to God. Eating bread and drinkinige they

eived the sustaining presence of Christ, remegdb@od’s

€Rvenant promise, and pledged their obedience anew.

glgeformed Tradition: Sacraments

(2) The Reformed tradition understands Baptismthrd
Lord’s Supper to be Sacraments, instituted by Gatl a
commended by Christ. Sacraments are signs of #ie re
presence and power of Christ in the Church, symiioGod’s
tion. Through the Sacraments, God seals beliavers
redemption, renews their identity as the peopléad, and

®harks them for service. (W-3.3601)

W-1.3034: Use of Material in Worship

(1) The Church has acknowledged that the lives of
Christians and all they have belong to the Creaarrare to be|
offered to God in worship. As sign and symbol a$ telf-
offering, the people of God have presented theiations and
material possessions to God. The richness of cagiure,
form, sound, and motion has been brought into thefa
worship.

Artistic Expressions

(2) The Reformed heritage has called upon peopbeitg to
worship material offerings which in their simpligiof form
and function direct attention to what God has dameto the
claim that God makes upon human life. The peopl@ad
have responded through creative expressions iitectlre,
furnishings, appointments, vestments, music, drédanguage,
and movement. When these artistic creations awakéa
God'’s presence, they are appropriate for worshipeMthey
call attention to themselves, or are present feir theauty as
an end in itself, they are idolatrous. Artistic eegsions should
evoke, edify, enhance, and expand worshipers’ ¢onsgess
of the reality and grace of God.

Revision simplifies, streamlin:




W-1.03: Language, Symbols, and Culture

W-1.2000 2. The Language of Worship

Revision moves section on language below the more
global/cosmic categories of “time, space, mattegyision
also reorganizes to create sections on symbol attdre

W-1.0301: The Word Made Fles

God brings all things into being by the Word. By
the gift of the incarnation, this same, eternal Wo
of God became flesh and lived among us, in a
particular person in a particular time and place—
Jesus of Nazareth. Our use of language, symbo
and cultural forms in Christian worship is founde
on the doctrine of Jesus’ incarnation. Through
Jesus Christ, God speaks to us in truth and reag
out to us with grace; through Jesus Christ, we
speak truthfully to God and lift up our hearts with
gratitude.

W-1.2001: The Language of Response to God
God brings all things into being by the Word. God offers the
Word of grace, and people respond to that divine initiative
I' through the language of worship. They call God by name, invoke
God’s presence, beseech God in prayer, and stand before God
in silence and contemplation. They bow before God, lift hands
[ and voices in praise, sing, make music, and dance. Heart, soul,
Sstrength, and mind, with one accord, they join in the language,
ddrama, and pageantry of worship.

Revision makes a more explicit connection to ingdom as
h¥introduction to this section

ay

W-1.0302: Languag

The mystery and reality of God transcends our
experience, understanding, and speech. Our mi
cannot comprehend God, and God cannot be
reduced to our ways of speaking. Yet we are
compelled to speak of the goodness, grace, and
glory of the God who is revealed in the world
around us, in Scripture, and above all, in Jesus
Christ.

The Old Testament speaks of God in person
ways, as creator, covenant-maker, comforter,
liberator, judge, redeemer, shepherd, sovereign
bearer, begetter. It addresses God as “Lord,” a
word that conveys the sovereignty of God while
standing in for the hidden name revealed to Mog
at the burning bush. It also borrows images fronj
nature, describing God as rock, well-spring, fire,
light, eagle, hen, lion. The Gospels show how Je
used and adapted these images when speaking
and about God, particularly in his intimate use o
Abba, Father. He also claimed some of these te
in speaking about himself—as good shepherd,
bridegroom, and Son of Man. New Testament
writers continued to use and adapt Old Testame
language in speaking about Jesus—especially if
their use of “Lord” to convey his sovereignty ove
the powers of this world, and to connect him to t
Holy One of Israel.

Language that faithfully describes and addre
God in worship is expansive, drawing from the fi
breadth and depth of biblical terms and images |
the triune God as it remains faithful to the witnes
of Scripture. Language that describes and addrg
the people of God is inclusive, respecting the
diversity of persons, cultures, backgrounds, and

W-1.2002: Symbolic Language
When people respond to God and communicate to each other
their experiences of God, they must use symbolic means, for

N@®d transcends creation and cannot be reduced to anything
within it. No merely human symbols can be adequate to
comprehend the fullness of God, and none is identical to the
reality of God. Yet the symbols human beings use can be
adequate for understanding, sharing, and responding to God'’s
gracious activity in the world since God has chosen to
accommodate to humanity in self-revelation

a. through the created order,

b. in the events of covenant history, and

c. most fully in the incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. ... [see

ow]

Abe

W-1.2003 Old Testament Symbols

As the people of God worshiped the Holy One, they used

symbols out of human experience, speaking of God as creator,

covenant-maker, liberator, judge, redeemer, shepherd,

comforter, sovereign, begetter, bearer. From the world of nature
Bfey ascribed to God the character of rock, well-spring, fire,

eagle, hen, lion, or light. ... [see below]

W-1.2004: New Testament Symbols
rqjdesus used Old Testament symbols and images to speak to
and about God. He participated in the symbolic actions of
tQrael’s worship. In many cases, he personalized and gave new
depth to the familiar symbols for God, especially as in his
,rﬁgl'”nate use of Abba, Father. He spoke of himself in terms of
many Old Testament symbols| the good shepherd, Israel's
bridegroom, the Son of Man| and intensified their meanings. ...
[see below]

MNfv-1.2005 Authentic and Appropriate Language
n The Church in every culture through the ages has used and
radapted biblical symbols, images, stories, and words in worship.
The Church’s use of this language has not always been
N&uthentic and appropriate. For the Reformed tradition in its
various expressions the historical and cultural use of language
| proves to be authentic when it reflects the biblical witness to
P¥5od in Jesus Christ. Language proves to be appropriate when a
Ilworshiping community can claim it as its own when offering
quaise and thanksgiving to God. Appropriate language by its
nature
a. is more expressive than rationalistic,
Ssdas builds up and persuades as well as informs and describes,
c. creates ardor as well as order,
d. is the utterance of the whole community of faith as well as
the devotion of individuals.




experinces of the gathered communi
Furthermore, the words we use in worship shoul
be in the common language or languages of tho
who are gathered, so that all are able to receive
good news and respond with authentic expressi
of their faith.

Appropriate language seeks to recognize the variety of
traditions which reflect biblical truth authentically in their own
dforms of speech and actions. In doing so the church honors and
S@roperly uses the language of the tradition. The church is,
nonetheless, free to be innovative in seeking appropriate
language for worship. While respecting time-honored forms and

DB& orders, the church may reshape them to respond freely to
the leading of God'’s Spirit in every age.

W-1.2006: Inclusive Language

a. Since the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a family of peoples
united in Jesus Christ, appropriate language for its worship
should display the rich variety of these peoples. To the extent
that forms, actions, languages, or settings of worship exclude
the expression of diverse cultures represented in the church or
deny emerging needs and identities of believers, that worship is
not faithful to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Diverse Language
b. The church shall strive in its worship to use language about

God which is intentionally as diverse and varied as the Bible and
our theological traditions. The church is committed to using
language in such a way that all members of the community of
faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the
whole world, the church struggles to use language which is
faithful to biblical truth and which neither purposely nor
inadvertently excludes people because of gender, color, or other
circumstance in life.

1
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W-1.0303: Symbols

Certain biblical images have come to have deepe?

significance, multiple associations, and lasting
meaning for the people of God. We call these
symbols. There are numerous examples in the (
Testament—tree, temple, rainbow, river, sheep,
scroll, building, body. New Testament writers drg
on this deep reservoir of common meaning to
convey their understanding of Christ, the gospel
the church, and the realm of God. Certain
prominent symbols from Scripture, such as light
book, water, bread, cup, and cross, play an
important role in Christian worship. Such things
not to be objects to be worshiped, but signs that
point to the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

We come to know God’s Word more fully wh¢
it is both proclaimed and enacted in worship. Th
Old Testament describes symbolic actions in the
worship of ancient Israel—fasting and feasting,
rejoicing and lamenting, dancing and singing,
marking and anointing, cleansing and offering,
doing justice and showing mercy. The Gospels
demonstrate how Jesus brought new meaning t¢
existing practices of faith—especially baptism ar
breaking bread—and transformed ordinary acts
compassion—healing the sick, giving alms to thg¢
poor, feeding the hungry, and washing feet—intg
new ways of serving God. Christian worship
includes a variety of symbolic actions, with stron
ties to these and other biblical practices—gatlger
and sending, kneeling and standing, speaking a
singing, cleansing and offering, marking and
anointing, eating and drinking, blessing and layir
on of hands. These things convey the gracious
action of God, and communicate our grateful
response.

Revision extracts, reorganizes, and expands onriat®n
ymbols and symbolic actions (currently under laagg) in
order to account for non-verbal means of commuivcat

W-1.2002

... Symbols spoken or acted are authentic and appropriate for
)Ig'\ristian worship to the extent that they are faithful to the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

2\W-1.2003]: OId Testament Symbols

... Their worship was also filled with the language of symbolic
action:

fasting and feasting,

rejoicing and wailing,

marching and resting,

dancing and clapping hands,
purification and dedication,
circumcisions and anointings,

burnt offerings and sin offerings,
doing justice and mercy,

making music and singing to the Lord.

EIﬂN-l.2004]: New Testament Symbols

E... He brought new meaning to current religious practices like

» almsgiving, baptism, and breaking bread. In daily life, Jesus took
ordinary acts of human compassion| healing the sick, feeding
the hungry, washing feet| and translated them into ways of
serving God.

[W-1.2004]: Christ the Focus of New Symbols

b. As the Risen Lord, Jesus Christ became the focus of new
D symbols. The New Testament writers often used Old Testament

ymbolic language for the new reality as they sought to

1@ommunicate the good news, describing Christ as the second
lof\dam and as the Lamb of God. They used new symbolic
L, language as well: the eternal Word, the firstborn of all creation,
[ our peace who has broken down the dividing wall of hostility. In
D hymns and other forms of praise, Jesus Christ was glorified as

the true symbol who reveals all that God is to the world. (W-
g1.1003-.1005)

in
nd

"9

W-1.0304: Culture
From its beginning at Pentecost, the church of
Jesus Christ has been a community of many

Revision creates section on worship and culture

cultures and languages, united by the power of the

Holy Spirit. The book of Acts and the New
Testament epistles record the challenges and
controversies of an emerging church that would

“neither Jew nor Greek,” but one in Jesus Christ,

As the church has grown and spread over two
thousand years, it has taken root and flourished
cultures and lands all around the globe—bearing
witness to the love of God for all the world and
Christ’s sovereignty in every place. Finally, from

be

in
)

the book of Revelation, we know that the comp
of the redeemed will be a great multitude from

ny

1
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every nation, tribe, and people, singing praistaé
Lamb of God.

Christian worship is, by its very nature, ass-
cultural event. It emerges from the context of a
particular congregation and community. Faithful
worship is sensitive to the diversity of traditions
and cultures within and beyond the church,
incorporating the words, images, symbols, and

actions that best convey the good news of Jesus

Christ in a particular gathering of God'’s people.
Furthermore, whenever and wherever we gathe
Jesus’ name, we join the praise and prayer of th
people of God in every time and place. Therefor
it is fitting that we share stories and sing songs

from cultures other than our own as we pray for
church throughout the world.

]

in

D D _

the

W-1.4000 4. Responsibility and Accountability for Vrship

Revision moves this section into Chapter Two: Ttdefing of
Reformed Worship

W-2.0000 THE ELEMENTS OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

Revision reorganizes and incorporates current ceapto,
the Elements of Christian Worship, into rW-2 (thel®ing of
Reformed Worship) and rw-3 (the Service for thellsobay)
in order to avoid confusion from spreading certaubjects
(e.g. Baptism, Lor's Supper) across multiple chapte

12




Chapter Two: The Ordering of Reformed
Worship

W-3.0000 THE ORDERING OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

Revision only makes claims for the ordering of Reéal

worship (vs. Christian, as in current directoryjyen that
other Christian traditions have different princigland sourcesg
of ordering and concepts of ordered mini

W-2.01: Sources and Principles

W-3.1000 1. Principles and Sources of Ordering

W-2.0101: Sources of Order

Reformed worship is to be faithful to the Holy
Spirit who speaks in Scripture. The witness of
Scripture provides the church’s preeminent,
authoritative source for the ordering of worship.
Those responsible for planning and leading wors
should also be guided by the wider traditions ef
universal church, the wisdom of our Reformed
tradition, the culture and context of the worshipir
community, and the constitution of the Presbyte
Church (U.S.A).

W-3.1001: Scripture and History
Those responsible for ordering Christian worshiglidbe
faithful to the authority of the Holy Spirit speakiin and
through Scripture. Beyond Scripture no single warfar
ordering worship exists, but the worship of the ehus
informed and shaped by history, culture, and copteary
sHiged. Thus the worship of the Presbyterian Chudc8.A.)
hshould be guided by the historic experience ofGharch at
worship through the ages, especially in the Refdrtredition.
(W-1.4001)

N
ian

W-2.0102: Form and Freedom

Christian worship has always been marked by a
tension between form and freedom. Some tradit
have emphasized established orders of worship
seeking to be faithful to the Scriptures. Othengeh
resisted fixed forms of worship, asserting our
freedom in Christ. We acknowledge that all form
of worship are provisional and subject to
reformation. Fixed forms of worship are valuablg
that they offer consistent patterns and practices
help to form lives of faith and faithfulness. More
spontaneous approaches to worship are valuabl
that they provide space for unexpected insight al
inspiration. In whatever form it takes, worshipgas
be ordered by God’'s Word and open to the
creativity of the Holy Spirit. (F-1.04)

W-3.1002: Form and Freedom

a. The Church has always experienced a tensioreketiorm

and freedom in worship. In the history of the Clijisome

e offered established forms for ordering worship

accordance with God’s Word. Others, in the effortbé
afaithful to the Word, have resisted imposing amgél forms
upon the worshiping community. The PresbyterianrCiu
(U.S.A.) acknowledges that all forms of worship are
provisional and subject to reformation. In ordenmgrship the
church is to seek openness to the creativity oHbly Spirit,
Who guides the church toward worship which is dgdget
spontaneous, consistent with God’s Word and opémeto
newness of God's future. (W-1.4001)

7))

leRavision also incorporates a similar paragraph froomrent
n@rst chapter (here and above at rw-2.0101):

W-1.4001: Responsibility

In worship, the church is to remember both its liberty in Christ
and the biblical command to do all things in an orderly way.
While Christian worship need not follow prescribed forms,
careless or disorderly worship is both an offense to God and a
stumbling block to the people. Those responsible for worship are
to be guided by the Holy Spirit speaking in Scripture, the historic
experience of the Church universal, the Reformed tradition, The
Book of Confessions, the needs and particular circumstances of
the worshiping community, as well as the provisions of the Form
of Government and this directory. (W-3.1001; W-3.1002)

W-2.02: The Worshiping Assembly

1
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W-2.0201: A Royal Priesthood
In Jesus Christ, the church is called to be a roya
priesthood, devoted to the service of God in the
world. Worship is a collective activity of the pdeq
of God and an expression of our common life ar
ministry. It demands the full and active
participation of the whole body of Christ, with
heart, mind, soul, and strength. (G-1.03)

The ordering of worship should reflect the
richness of cultural diversity in the congregation
and the local context in which it ministers. The

W-1.4003: Who May Participate and Lead in Worship

In Jesus Christ, the Church is a royal priesthood in which
worship is the work of everyone. The people of God are called to
participate in the common ministry of worship. No one shall be
excluded from participation or leadership in public worship in the
d;ord's house on the grounds of race, color, class, age, sex, or
andicapping condition. ...

W-3.1003: Participation and Leadership

The ordering of worship should also reflect thémiess of the
cultural diversity in which the church ministers,\well as the
local circumstances and needs of its congregatians.

W-3.1004: Children in Worship
Children bring special gifts to worship and growthe faith

order of worship should provide for and encourag@rough their regular inclusion and participatiarttie worship

the participation of all; no one should be exclude
for any reason.

Children and youth bring special gifts andvgrg
in their faith through their regular participation
the church’s worship. Those who plan and lead
worship should provide for their full participation
in the Service for the Lord’s Day.

f the congregation. Those responsible for planaimd
eading the participation of children in worshimsld consider
the children’s level of understanding and abildyréspond,
and should avoid both excessive formality and ceoelesion.
The session should ensure that regular prograrteathurch
do not prevent children’s full participation withet whole
congregation in worship, in Word and Sacramenthen
Lord’s Day. (W-3.3201; W-3.5202; W-6.2001; W-6.2006

W-2.0202: Prayerful Participation

Prayer is a gift from God, who desires dialogue
relationship with us. It is a posture of faith and
way of living in the world. Prayer is also the
primary way in which we participate in worship.
Christian prayer is offered through Jesus Christ
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Faithful prayer is
shaped by God’s Word in Scripture and inspires
to join God'’s work in the world.

There are many kinds of prayer—adoration,
thanksgiving, confession, supplication,
intercession, dedication. There are many ways t
pray—listening and waiting for God, rememberin
God's gracious acts, crying out to God for help,
offering oneself to God. Prayer may be spoken,
silent, sung, or enacted in physical ways.

The singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs is a vital and ancient form of prayer. Siggi
engages the whole person, and helps to unite th
body of Christ in common worship. The
congregation itself is the church’s primary choir;
the purpose of rehearsed choirs and other musi
is to lead and support the congregation in the
singing of prayer. Special songs, anthems, and
instrumental music may also serve to interpret th
word and enhance the congregation’s prayer.
Furthermore, many of the elements of the servig
of worship may be sung. Music in worship is
always to be an offering to God, not merely an
artistic display, source of entertainment, or cove
for silence.

Revision incorporates, reorganizes, and expand$ese

iﬁ&iterials:

W-2.1001: Christian Prayer

Prayer is at the heart of worship. In prayer, through the Holy
Spirit, people seek after and are found by the one true God who
has been revealed in Jesus Christ. They listen and wait upon
Af[od, call God by name, remember God’s gracious acts, and
offer themselves to God. Prayer may be spoken, sung, offered
in silence, or enacted. Prayer grows out of the center of a
Werson’s life in response to the Spirit. Prayer is shaped by the
Word of God in Scripture and by the life of the community of
faith. Prayer issues in commitment to join God'’s work in the
world.

W-2.1002: Content of Prayer

Din prayer we respond to God in many ways. In adoration we
raise God for who God is. In thanksgiving we express gratitude

%r what God has done. In confession we acknowledge

D epentance for what we as individuals and as a people have

done or left undone. In supplication we plead for ourselves and

the gathered community. In intercession we plead for others, on

behalf of others, and for the whole world. In self-dedication we

offer ourselves to the purpose and glory of God.

n\N-2.1003: Music as Prayer: Congregational Song
€Song is a response which engages the whole self in prayer.
Song unites the faithful in common prayer wherever they gather
for worship whether in church, home, or other special place. The
.covenant people have always used the gift of song to offer
Clgvager. Psalms were created to be sung by the faithful as their
response to God. Though they may be read responsively or in
unison, their full power comes to expression when they are
sung. In addition to psalms the Church in the New Testament
N@ang hymns and spiritual songs. Through the ages and from
varied cultures, the church has developed additional musical
forms for congregational prayer. Congregations are encouraged
€to use these diverse musical forms for prayer as well as those
which arise out of the musical life of their own cultures.

W-2.1004: Music as Prayer: Choir and Instrumental Music

¢ To lead the congregation in the singing of prayer is a primary
role of the choir and other musicians. They also may pray on
behalf of the congregation with introits, responses, and other

Participation in worship may involve a rande

Pmusical forms. Instrumental music may be a form of prayer
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other actions: kneeling, bowing, standing, lift
hands; dancing, drumming, clapping, embracing
joining hands; anointing and laying on of hands.
The gifts of the Spirit are for building upeth
church. Every action in worship should glorify G
and contribute to the good of the people.
Worshipers and worship leaders should avoid
actions that only call attention to themselves ang
fail to serve the needs of the whole congregatior

since words are not essential to prayer. In worship, music is not

tﬁfe for entertain ment or artistic display. Care should be taken
» tHat it not be used merely as a cover for silence. Music as prayer
is to be a worthy offering to God on behalf of the people. (See
also W-2.2008; W- 3.3101)

D@EV-2.1005: Enacted Prayer
In the Old and New Testaments and through the ages, the
people of God expressed prayer through actions as well as
speech and song. So in worship today it is appropriate

a. to kneel, to bow, to stand, to lift hands in prayer,

b. to dance, to clap, to embrace in joy and praise,

c. to anoint and to lay hands in intercession and supplication,
commissioning and ordination.

[W-3.1002]: Guidance of Session

b. Manifestations of the Spirit in worship edify the whole church.
When actions in worship are present only for personal
expression, call attention to themselves, or are insensitive to the
congregation at worship, they are not in order and call for the

)
M.

counsel and guidance of the session.

1

5




W-2.03: Ordered Ministries and Leadership in
Worship

W-2.0301: Gifts for Service

By their gifts and training, some members of the
church are called to particular acts of leadership
worship and have patrticular responsibilities for
ordering the service. These specific roles and
responsibilities are undertaken in service to God
and to the congregation, and should in no way
diminish or overshadow the primary participatior]
of the worshiping assembly. (G-1.03, G-2.01)

[W-1.4003: Who May Participate and Lead in Worship]

... Some by gifts and training may be called to particular acts of
leadership in worship. It is appropriate to encourage members
and those in ordered ministry with such abilities to assist in
leading worship.

[W-3.1003: Participation and Leadership]

... While the authority for ordering worship belongs to those so
designated (G-2.0504; G-3 .0201; W-1.4000) and leadership in
worship is assigned to those with gifts, training, and
authorization (W-1.4003), the order for worship should provide
for and encourage the participation of all.

W-2.0302: Deacons

Deacons are called to lead the congregation in
witness, compassion, and service. While deacor
have no particular responsibilities for the ordegrin
of worship, the session and teaching elder(s) sh
ensure that deacons have regular opportunities
lead in worship, and that their ministries of seeyi
compassion, and witness are reflected in the pu
services of the church.

In the Service for the Lord’s Day, it is esjpdlg
appropriate for deacons to read Scripture, lead t
prayers of the people, prepare the table for the
Lord’s Supper, and offer the charge at the
conclusion of worship. (G-2.02)

Revision adds a section on deacons, including sige for
particular roles in worship

IS

oul
[0

blic

W-2.0303: Ruling Elder:

Ruling elders are called to nurture the common |
of the people of God through their gifts of
discernment and governance. In a particular
congregation, they provide for the church’s
worship and encourage the people’s participatio
Specifically, when serving on the session, ruling
elders: make provision for the regular preaching
the Word and celebration of the Sacraments,
corporate prayer, and the offering of praise to G
in song; oversee and approve all public worship
the congregation, with the exception of
responsibilities reserved for the pastor; determin
occasions, days, times, and places for worship;
have responsibility for the arrangement of worsh
space, the use of special appointments (flowers
candles, banners, paraments, and other objects
and the ministries of music, drama, dance, and
visual arts.

In the Service for the Lord’s Day, it is esjpdlg
appropriate for ruling elders to lead the call to
worship, read Scripture, lead in prayer, receiee t
offering, serve communion and assist at baptisn

W-1.4004: Session

if'ﬁ,a particular church, the session is to provide for worship and
all encourage the people to participate fully and regularly in it.
The session shall make provision for the regular
a. preaching of the Word,
b. celebration of the Sacraments,
c. corporate prayer, and
d. offering of praise to God in song. (W-2.0000; W-3.0000)
The session has authority
e. to oversee and approve all public worship in the life of the
Qfarticular church with the exception of those responsibilities
delegated to the pastor alone (W-1.4005)
f. to determine occasions, days, times, and places for

?gorship.

IN Itis responsible

g. for the space where worship is conducted, including its

arrangement and furnishings,

€ . for the use of special appointments such as flowers,
armhdles, banners, paraments, and other objects of art,

iQh i. for the overall program of music and other arts in the

urch,
’and other arts. (G-3.0201a, b))

n.

j. for those who lead worship through music, drama, dance,

Revision suggests particular roles for ruling elslér worship

=

and offer the charge at the conclusion of worshij

1
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Ruling elders should also cultivate an ability

teach the Word, when called upon to do so. (G-

2.03, G-3.02)
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W-2.0304: Teaching Elders

Teaching elders (also called ministers of Word 4
Sacrament) are called to proclaim the Word,
preside at the Sacraments, and equip the peopls
ministry in Jesus’ name. Specifically, teaching
elders are responsible for: the selection of
Scriptures to be read, the preparation of thegditur
and sermon, the selection of congregational son
and the use of drama, dance, and other art form
a particular service of worship.

In the Service for the Lord’s Day, a teaching
elder is responsible for proclaiming the Word an
presiding at Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. It is
especially appropriate for teaching elders to spe
the declaration of forgiveness and offer the bies
at the conclusion of worship; like the Word and
Sacraments, these are focused expressions of t
good news of the gospel. (G-2.05)

W-1.4005: Pastor
The teaching eldert as pastor has certain responsibilities
ich are not subject to the authority of the session. In a
particular service of worship the pastor is responsible for
h fOfl) the selection of Scripture lessons to be read,
(2) the preparation and preaching of the sermon or exposition
of the Word,
(3) the prayers offered on behalf of the people and those
prepared for the use of the people in worship,
(4) the music to be sung,
S, (5) the use of drama, dance, and other art forms
s inThe pastor may confer with a worship committee in planning
particular services of worship. (G2.0504 )

Revision seeks to clarify particular roles for thaw elders in
dworship

W-2.0305: Shared Responsibility and
Accountability

In a particular congregation, the order of worshig
including printed worship aids or media
presentations for a given service, is the
responsibility of the teaching elder with the
concurrence of the session. The selection of
hymnals, service books, Bibles, and other more
permanent worship resources is the responsibili
of the session with the concurrence of the pasto
and in consultation with church musicians and
educators. (G-2.05, G-3.02)

The teaching elder may confer with a worshif
committee in planning particular services. Wherg
there is a music leader or choir director, the
teaching elder will confer with that person on
anthems and other musical offerings; the sessio
will see that these conferences take place
appropriately and on a regular basis. (G-2.05)

The session is responsible for educating the
congregation about the church’s worship, in ordg
to facilitate their full and active participatiofihe
session should also provide for the regular study
this Directory for Worship, particularly in the
training of ruling elders and deacons. (G-3.02)

In fulfilling their responsibilities for worgh,
sessions and teaching elders are accountable td
presbytery. Presbyteries should discuss with
sessions the character of their congregation’s
worship, the standards governing it, and the fruit
that it bears in the mission and ministry of the
church. Presbyteries should provide instruction i
worship, making use of this Directory for Worshi

W-1.4006: Session and Pastor
The sequence and proportion of the elements of worship are the
responsibility of the pastor with the concurrence of session. The
D,selection of hymnals, song books, service books, Bibles, and
other materials for use of the congregation in public worship is
the responsibility of the session with the concurrence of the
pastor and in consultation with musicians and educators
available to the session.

[W-1.4005]: Pastor and Choir Director

b. Where there is a choir director or other musical leader, the
)Pastor and that person will confer to ensure that anthems and

other musical offerings are appropriate for the particular service.
I',The session should see that these conferences take place

appropriately and on a regular basis.

W-1.4007: Session Responsibility for Education

) In the exercise of its responsibility to encourage the participation
of its people in worship, the session should provide for

2 education in Christian worship by means appropriate to the age,
interests, and circumstances of the members of the
congregation. (W-3.5202; W-6.2000; G-3.0201a, b ) It shall also
provide for the regular study of this directory in the education of

Nruling elders and deacons (G-3.0201c)

W-1.4002: Review and Oversight

To ensure that these guiding principles are being followed, those

responsible on behalf of presbytery for the oversight and review

of the ministry of particular worshiping congregations should
Pldiscuss with those sessions the quality of worship, the standards

governing it, and the fruit it is bearing in the life of God’s people

s they proclaim the gospel and communicate its joy and justice.
-3.0307)

W-1.4008: Accountability to Presbytery

In fulfilling their responsibilities for worship, pastors and
sessions are accountable to presbytery in its exercise of
constitutional supervision of its members. (G-3.0307)

W-1.4009: Presbytery Responsibility for Education

In the exercise of their responsibility to provide encouragement,

guidance, and resources in worship to member churches,

presbyteries should arrange appropriate educational events.

They shall also provide education in worship through regular use

of this directory as they examine candidates for ordination and
IP]teaching elders for continuing membership. (G-2.0503 and G-
[03.0306 )
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in educational events for congregations,
preparation of candidates for ordination, and @ t
ongoing nurture of teaching elders. (G-3.03)

Chapter Three: The Service for the Lord’s Day

Revision combines materials from current chaptexs (The
Elements of Christian Worship) and three (The Oragof
Christian Worship), with a focus on the Servicetfa Lord’s
Day; revision also harmonizes the order of worshithe
Directory for Worship with that of the Book of Coomm
Worship and Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal

W-3.01: Worship on the Lord’s Day

W-3.0101: The Day of Resurrectio

We gather to worship God on the Lord’'s Day
(Sunday) because the gospels testify that Jesas
from the dead early on the first day of the week.
The Lord’'s Day is also called the “eighth day” of
creation, a sign of the new creation that has beg
with Christ’s resurrection. While we may worshif
God on any day and at any time, every Sunday
service is a celebration of Christ’s resurrectiod g
an anticipation of the fullness of God’s coming
reign.

Revision articulates theological and scripturalicatale for
Sunday / Lord’s Day worship (see also rw-1.0202.,.8811)

ros

W-3.0102: Word and Sacramer

The Service for the Lord’'s Day is a service of
Word and Sacrament. We meet in the presence
the living Lord, who appeared to his disciples on

the first day of the week—the day he rose from {

dead—to interpret the Scriptures and break bred
Following Jesus’ example, the church proclaims
the fullness of the gospel in Word and Sacramet
on the Lord’s Day.

The Service for the Lord’'s Day includes othe
actions as well: gathering and singing, confessid
and pardon, prayer and offering, blessing and
sending. Through all of these actions, we are dr
into Christ's presence and sent out in the power
the Spirit.

Revision simplifies and streamlines this sectiefiecting the
centrality of Word and Sacrament in Reformed warshiso
eks to avoid reducing the order of worship thecklist;
pecific instructions provided in these sectiors @ildressed

elsewhere

h\?1-3.3101: What Is Included:
'Un the Service for the Lord’s Day:

A Scripture

t(l) The Scriptures shall be read and proclaime®(2001).
Lessons should be read from both Testaments. (\302)2
Scripture shall be interpreted in a sermon or oftyen of

rexposition. (W-2.2007 .2008)

Prayer
a\@) Prayer shall be offered. (W-2.1001) Prayers tmagffered

din behalf of the congregation, whose participati@y be
affirmed by their corporate response, “Amen.” Prdgems
may encourage the participation of the worshipersugh
unison and responsive, bidding and spontaneougzay
Times of silence may be provided for prayer anditagdn.
(W-2.1000)

Music

(3) Music may serve as presentation and interpoetatf
Scripture, as response to the gospel, and as ptayeugh
psalms and canticles, hymns and anthems, spiriaunals
spiritual songs. (W-2.1063.1004; W-2.2008)

Baptism
(4) The Sacrament of Baptism shall be administesegeople

present children or themselves for incorporatido the
church. (W-2.3000)

Lord’s Supper
(5) The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper shall belreked

regularly and frequently as determined by the sesg-

2.4000)

1
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Tithes and Offerings
(6) The tithes and offerings of the people shalghthered and
received. (W-2.5000)

Special Times

(7) Times for gathering, greeting, and calling torghip; for
sharing common concerns; and for blessing and sgridith
should be provided at points in the service suitablithe life
of the particular church. (W-2.6000)

Special Services
(8) Services of receiving new members; of ordaining

installing, and commissioning; of making and reneyvi
covenants; and of recognizing and sharing lif@sgitions
should be provided as called for in the life of tagregation.
(W-2.5000-.6000; W-4.0000)
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W-3.0103: The Order of Worship

An order of worship offers a meaningful and
reliable structure for the church’s encounter with
the living God. Over time, an order of worship
helps to shape our faith and faithfulness as the
people of God, becoming a pattern for how we li
as Christians in the world.

The order of worship offered here for the
Service for the Lord’s Day is rooted in Scripture,
the traditions of the universal church, and our
Reformed heritage. In particular, it seeks to ugh
the centrality of Word and Sacraments in the
church’s faith, life, and worship. Other orders of
worship may well be appropriate in the context @
particular congregation or culture, provided that
they are faithful to the Word, open to the Spaitd
dedicated to the glory of God.

Revision adapts these sections, reflecting the nsteteding
that everything in Reformed worship is a respongfé Word
(cf. number 3 below).

W-3.3200 b. Ordering the Actions

W-3.3201: Setting an Order for Worship

\ém setting an order for worship on the Lord’s Dthe pastor
with the concurrence of the session shall provig@ootunity
for the people from youngest to oldest to partiepa a
worthy offering of praise to God and for them t@hand to
respond to God'’s Word. (W-1.4004007; W-3.1004)

W-3.3202: A Suggested Order
Prhe order offered here is a logical progressiomdged in the
Old and New Testaments, and reflects the tradaidhe
universal Church and our Reformed heritage. Othders of
fwprship may also serve the needs of a particularcthand be
orderly, faithful to Scripture, and true to histogrinciples.
The order that follows is presented in terms of fimajor
actions centered in the Word of God:
(1) gathering around the Word;
(2) proclaiming the Word;
(3) responding to the Word;
(4) the sealing of the Word;
(5) bearing and following the Word into thendo

W-3.02: Gathering

W-3.3300 (1) Gathering Around the Word

W-3.0201: Preparing for Worship

Worship begins as the people gather—greeting
another, praying in silence, sharing announcemg
or offering music to the glory of God. The act of
assembling in Jesus’ name bears witness to the
church’s identity and mission as Christ’s body in
the world.

W-3.3301: Gathering

o7& Worship begins as the people gather. One oe widthe
owing actions are appropriate: People may goeet
ther; people may prepare in silent prayer oritauioh;

announcements of concern to the congregation mayauoke;

or music may be offered.

Revision also reflects this section of W-2.60004tRe) to
Each Other and the World):

)

W-2.6001: Community Concerns

Worship is an activity of the common life of the people of God in
which the care of the members for each other and for the quality
of their life and ministry together expresses the reality of God’s
power to create and sustain community in the midst of a sinful
world. As God is concerned for the events in daily life, so
members of the community in worship appropriately express
concern for one another and for their ministry in the world.

Greetings
a. as they

(1) greet one another and are greeted by those who are
leading them in worship;

(2) welcome visitors, note their presence, and extend
Christian hospitality;

W-3.0202: Opening Sentences

A call to worship, typically drawn from sentences

of Scripture, expresses God’s invitation to gatme
Christ’s body in this place. This action may in@u
a greeting in the name of Jesus Christ or theeriu
God. Because the session is responsible for the
nurture of the community, as well as the oversig
of times and places for worship, it is especially
appropriate for a ruling elder to lead the call to
worship.

[W-3.3301: Gathering]

(b) The people are called to worship God. WordSafpture

rare spoken or sung to proclaim who God is and @t has
done.

n]

o

r1Revi3ion suggests role for ruling elder

ht

W-3.0203: Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Son

[W-3.3301: Gathering]

2
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For millennia the people of God have sung pst
as praise and prayer to God. Early Christians
continued to sing, pray, and study the psalms,
interpreting them in the light of Jesus’ life, deat
and resurrection. Singing psalms remains an
important part of the Reformed heritage. To the
psalms the church began to add other hymns,
canticles, and spiritual songs. Through the agds
from varied cultures, the church has developed
many other forms of congregational song,
accompanied by a great array of instruments. W
draw from this rich repertoire in the Service foet

Lord’s Day, singing glory to God.

(c) A prayer or hymn of adoration and praise i=wtl.

Revision expands on the purpose congregational,somd)
particularly psalm singing in the Reformed traditio

an
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W-3.0204: Opening Prayer

An opening prayer may be offered, giving thanks
and praise to God, expressing joy in the presehg

Christ, and calling on the gifts of the Spirit tbe

gathered community. Alternately, a prayer of the

day may introduce primary themes and biblical
images for the service that follows.

Revision separates opening prayer from hymn ofspréee
s W-3.3301 ¢ above), offers expanded description

e o

W-3.0205: Confession and Pardon

Having praised the holiness of God, we must alsg

face the sinful state of our lives, confessing our
unworthiness to enter into God’s presence. This

turn from praise to confession, emphasized in th

Service for the Lord’s Day, is one of the hallmar
of the Reformed tradition.
A call to confession expresses God's initiativ

in calling for repentance and promising grace. We?

approach God with confidence, confessing the

reality of sin, captivity, and brokenness in pesdof

and common life and asking for God'’s saving

grace. The prayer of confession may include the

singing of a prayer for grace, such as “Lord, hav
mercy.” A declaration of forgiveness proclaims t
good news of God’'s mercy and offers the assurg
of pardon in Jesus’ name. Leading this element
worship from the font connects our confession w
the grace and cleansing of Baptism, and the
baptismal call to new life in Christ. Because of
these associations with the ministry of Word and
Sacrament, it is especially appropriate for a
teaching elder to lead the confession and pardo

Other actions may follow—a song of praise,
such as “Glory be to the Father” or “Glory to Gog
a summary of the law or call to faithfulness; and
the sharing of peace as a sign of reconciliation i
Christ.

[W-3.3301: Gathering]

dd) A prayer of confession of the reality of sinpersonal and
common life follows. In a declaration of pardorg #jospel is
proclaimed and forgiveness is declared in the nafidesus
Christ. God’s redemption and God’s claim upon hutifarare

eremembered.

4e) The people give glory to God, and they mayiat point
share signs of reconciliation and the peace ofgthri

Revision expands on significance of confessioneapthins its
lace in the order of worship; revision supportadership
from the font, per the 2006 sacrament study |nigitato
Christ; revision also reflects this section of V@O0 (Relating
1to Each Other and the World):

Reconciliation
b. [Members express concern for one another] as they
e (1) take opportunity to seek and to offer forgiveness for hurts,
.Iﬁ:isunderstandings, and broken relationships among

emselves;
ANCE2) respond to God'’s act of reconciliation by exchanging
ofigns and words of reconciliation and of Christ's peace;

ith

—

W-3.03: Word

W-3.3400 (2) Proclaiming the Word

W-3.0301: Theology of Proclamation
The Scriptures bear witness to the Word of God
revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, the Word wh
“became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14).
Where the Word is read and proclaimed, Jesus
Christ the living Word is present by the power of]
the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the reading, hearing,
preaching, and affirming of the Word are central
Christian worship and essential to the Service fg
the Lord’s Day.

A teaching elder is responsible for the s@act

of Scriptures to be read in public worship. Selécte:

readings should be drawn from both Old and Ne
Testaments, and over a period of time should
reflect the full message of Scripture. Selectiamrs

W-2.2001: Centrality of Scripture
The church confesses the Scriptures to be the Word of God
written, witnessing to God’s self-revelation. Where that Word is
Oread and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the Living Word is present by
the inward witness of the Holy Spirit. For this reason the
reading, hearing, preaching, and confessing of the Word are
central to Christian worship. The session shall ensure that in
public worship the Scripture is read and proclaimed regularly in
the common language(s) of the particular church.

t#/-2.2002: Selection of Scripture
The teaching elder is responsible for the selection of Scripture to
rbe read in all services of public worship and should exercise
care so that over a period of time the people will hear the full
message of Scripture. It is appropriate that in the Service of the
Lord’s Day there be readings from the Old Testament and the
pistles and Gospels of the New Testament. The full range of
\Whe psalms should be also used in worship.

W-2.2003: Lectionaries
[ Selections for reading in public worship should be guided by the

2
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readings should be guided the seasons ar
festivals of the Christian year, events in the dprl
and pastoral concerns in the local congregation.
Schedules of readings, such as the Revised
Common Lectionary, ensure a broad range of

biblical texts as well as consistency and connactid

with the universal church. The teaching elder is
also responsible for the version of the Bible to b
used in public worship. The Scriptures should bg
read in the common language(s) of the worshipi
community. The congregation should be informg
of significant adaptations, paraphrases, or new
translations.

The Word proclaimed is to be based on the
Word written in Scripture. Preaching requires
diligence and discernment in the study of Scripty
listening for the voice of God through the disaigli
of daily prayer, theological reflection on the
message of the gospel, sensitivity to the context
the congregation, attentiveness to what the Sgir
saying to the church, awareness of events in the
world, and consistent and personal obedience tg
Jesus Christ. The sermon should present the gog
with clarity and simplicity, in language that adirc
understand. The gifts of song, drama, dance, an
visual art may be employed in the proclamation
the Word. These other forms of proclamation
should be overseen by the session and teaching
elder, to ensure that the gospel is presented
faithfully. (G-2.03, G-3.02)

We respond to the proclamation of the Word
a variety of ways: confessing the faith of the
church, celebrating or reaffirming the Sacramen
Baptism, praying for the church and world, and
offering our lives in gratitude for God'’s grace.eTh
proclamation of the Word is incomplete if it faits
evoke the response of the people of God. When
Word is proclaimed, we are called, above all, to
discern Jesus Christ, receive his grace, and rdsj
to his call with obedience. All of these things
depend on the gifts of the Holy Spirit, whom we
seek in prayer.

D

seasons of the church year, pastoral concerns for a local
congregation, events and conditions in the world, and specific
program emphases of the church. Lectionaries offered by the
church ensure a broad range of readings as well as consistency
and connection with the universal Church.

W-2.2004: Discipline in Reading

he people of God should exercise this same principle of
Selection in their choice of Scripture reading in family and
personal worship. (W-5.3000) Those responsible for teaching
n and preaching the Word have a special responsibility to ensure
| that in their personal worship they observe a discipline of

f reading from the fullness of

NGcripture.

ciN-2.2005: Versions
The teaching elder has responsibility for the selection of the
version of text from which the Scripture lessons are read in
public worship. If paraphrases are used, adaptations are made,
or new translations are prepared, the congregation should be
informed.

I'®-2.2007: Preaching the Word
The preached Word or sermon is to be based upon the written
Word. It is a proclamation of Scripture in the conviction that
through the Holy Spirit Jesus Christ is present to the gathered
@eople, offering grace and calling for obedience. Preaching
trequires diligence and discernment in the study of Scripture, the
discipline of daily prayer, cultivated sensitivity to events and
issues affecting the lives of the people, and a consistent and
personal obedience to Jesus Christ. The sermon should present
Sﬁggospel with simplicity and clarity, in language which can be
rstood by the people. For reasons of order the preaching of
the Word shall ordinarily be done by a teaching elder. A
dteaching elder or other person authorized by presbytery may be
t:;vited by the pastor with the concurrence of the session or,
Olvhen there is no pastor, by the session. A person may be sent
to preach by the presbytery. (G-2.0301; G-3.0301; G-
3.0307; G-2.0606; G-2.0504b; G-2.1001 )

W-2.2008: Other Forms of Proclamation
The Word is also proclaimed through song in anthems and solos
. based on scriptural texts, in cantatas and oratorios which tell the
IMiblical story, in psalms and canticles, and in hymns, spirituals,
and spiritual songs which present the truth of the biblical faith.
ﬁ] ng in worship may also express the response of the people to
Word read, sung, enacted, or proclaimed. Drama and dance,
poetry and pageant, indeed, most other human art forms are
also expressions through which the people of God have
proclaimed and responded to the Word. Those entrusted with
the proclamation of the Word through art forms should exercise
ttpee that the gospel is faithfully presented in ways through which
the people of God may receive and respond.

(¥32.2009: Creeds and Confessions

The people also express the Word in response to the reading
and proclamation of the Word through creeds and confessions.
(F-2.01) The church confesses its faith in relation to

a. the Church universal,

b. its particular historic heritage, and

c. its local situation.

When the church confesses its faith during the celebration of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper the creeds of the universal
Church should be used. (W-3.3603) The Word confessed is
always judged by the living Word, Jesus Christ, as attested in
Scripture.

2
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W-3.0302: Prayer for lllumination
A prayer for illumination calls on the Holy Spitt

empower the reading, understanding, proclaimirgs

and living of God’s Word. This sense of utter
reliance on the illumination of the Spirit is an
important and distinctive mark of the Reformed
tradition. The prayer for illumination precedes th
reading of Scripture and preaching of the sermo
and applies to all of the readings, as well as the
proclamation of the Word.

W-3.3401: Proclaiming

(a) In preparation for the reading, proclaiming] &earing of
God’'s Word, a prayer seeking the illumination o ttoly
pirit is appropriately offered.

Revision expands on the significance of the préyrer
illumination in Reformed theology and worship

e
n

W-3.0303: Scripture

The public reading of Scripture should be clear,
audible, and attentive to the meaning of the text
The session should ensure that readers are prej
for this important ministry. Reading from the
church’s Bible, as opposed to loose sheets of pd
conveys a sense of the permanence and weight
the Word of God, and demonstrates the commu
nature of the biblical story.

Anyone may be invited to read Scripture,
including children and youth. Because deacons
charged with the ministry of withess to the gospg
and ruling elders are responsible for providing fd
the proclamation of the Word, it is especially
appropriate for a deacon or ruling elder to read
Scripture.

The role of the congregation is to listen
prayerfully, actively, and attentively to the Word
that is read and proclaimed. Listening requires
expectation, concentration, and imagination. Thg¢
congregation may also participate in the
presentation of Scripture through unison,
responsive, or antiphonal readings, or by followi
along with printed or projected materials. Spoke
responses may conclude the reading of Scriptur

[W-3.3401: Proclaiming]
(b) Scripture lessons suitable for the day are byaa teaching
elder, by a member of the congregation, or by #wpfe

res%onsively, antiphonally, or in unison. (W-2.2D06
pare
Revision incorporates and expands on these maserial

lp@ﬂ.ZOOG: Public Reading and Hearing of Scripture
Tﬂe public reading of Scripture should be clear, audible, and
% entive to the meanings of the text, and should be entrusted to
Natbse prepared for such reading. Listening to the reading of
Scripture requires expectation and concentration and may be
aided by the availability of a printed text for the worshipers. The
congregation may read Scripture responsively, antiphonally, or
Alf€unison as a part of the service. (W-3.3401)

2lw-2.2010: Hearing the Word
I The people’s participation in the proclamation of the Word is
above all to hear:

a. to discern Jesus Christ,

b. to receive his offered grace,

c. to respond to his call with obedience.

Such participation depends upon the illumination of the Holy
Spirit, which is to be sought earnestly in prayer. The words
“hearing” and “heard” are not intended exclusively to mean acts
of sensory perception.

2 Revision addresses the symbolic importance oftthech’s
book and suggests roles for ordered ministries

Revision also reflects this section of W-2.60004tRe) to
ngach Other and the World):

|nterpretation

pd. [Members express concern for one another] as they
(1) apply God’s Word to daily life;

(2) interpret the mission and work of the church;
(3) give witness to faith and service;

W-3.0304: Musical Respons:
Psalms, canticles, anthems, alleluias, songs of

praise, or other musical responses may accompgay

the reading of the Word. In the design of the
Revised Common Lectionary, the psalm for the
is intended to be a sung response to the first
Scripture reading (Old Testament or, in Easter,
Acts), giving the congregation an opportunity to
reflect on and pray from that text.

[W-3.3401: Proclaiming]

(c) Psalms or anthems, and other musical formstistia
expression which proclaim or interpret the Scripti@ssons or
ir themes, may be included with the readingdess

day

W-3.0305: Sermon

A sermon, based on the Scripture(s) read in
worship, proclaims the good news of the risen L
and presents the gift and calling of the gospel.

[W-3.3401: Proclaiming]

(d) The Word shall be interpreted in a sermon greddy the
teaching elder or in other forms authorized byshgsion and
the pastor. (W-1.4004~-.4006; W-2.2007-.2008sThi

proclamation concludes with a prayer, acclamaion,

D
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Through the sermon, we are instructed by G
Word, equipped to follow Christ more faithfully,
and inspired to proclaim the gospel in our own

words and deeds. The sermon may conclude with

prayer, an ascription of praise, or a call to

discipleship. In keeping with the ministry of Word

ascription of praise. It is appropriate also td tta¢ people to
discipleship. (W-2.2007; W-2.2009)

Revision describes sermon and clarifies role ofhézg elder

and Sacrament, a teaching elder ordinarily preaches

the sermon.
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W-3.0306: Affirmation of Faith

Responding to the Word proclaimed, we affirm qu¥

faith in the holy, triune God. This affirmation of
faith is drawn from sentences of Scripture or the
creeds, confessions, and catechisms of the chur

W-3.3501: Responding: Affirmation
u he response to the proclamation of the Word isesqed in

an affirmation of faith and commitment. A common
affirmation may be offered by the congregation tigio
singing a hymn or other appropriate musical resppois

cthrough saying or singing a creed of the churcte d@thoir may

A Congregational Song, anthem’ or Other musicall lead the congregation with an anthem or other nalificm of

response may serve as an affirmation of faith.
Opportunities for personal testimony may also b
provided at this time. When Baptism or the
reaffirmation of Baptism is to take place, the
Apostles’ Creed is spoken in the context of the
baptismal liturgy. The Nicene Creed, our most
ancient and universal confession of faith, is
especially appropriate when the Lord’'s Supper i
celebrated.

affirmation. An opportunity for personal responsaynalso be
eprovided during this time.

Revision emphasizes creeds, confessions, catechisms
describes particular significance of Apostles’ atidene
Creeds in relation to Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

W-3.0307: Baptism and Baptismal Discipleshi
The Sacrament of Baptism (W-3.0402—W.0408)

and other services associated with the baptismal

covenant take place as a response to the Word.
Such services include the reaffirmation of baptis
on profession of faith (W-4.0203), the reception
new members (W-4.0204), commissioning for
service (W-4.03), ordination and installation to
ordered ministry (W-4.04), transitions in life or
ministry (W-4.05), commemorations of commun
events, Christian marriage (W-4.06), and witnes
the resurrection (W-4.07). An invitation to
discipleship may also be spoken at this time,
calling worshipers to be baptized or to live irte t
promises of their baptism.

W-3.3502: Affirming and Reaffirming Commitments
Response to the Word also involves acts of comnmtraed
recognition. The Sacrament of Baptism may be oleskriV-
3.360% .3607) Baptized believers may be received as
members of the particular church as they make pifodir
nprofession of faith for the first time, or as thegaffirm that
pfaith or transfer their church membership. (Fordbevices of
reception and commissioning see W-4.2000; W-4.360@-
1.03; G-3.0201c.) It is also appropriate to offpportunities
for individuals or the gathered congregation toagggin
reaffirming the commitments made at Baptism. (WB02)

il\/\I-3.3503: Other Acts of Commitment
5 &her acts of commitment which may appropriately be
included as response to the Word are

(a) Christian marriage (W-4.9000),

(b) ordination and installation to ordered istiry (W-
4.4000),

(c) commissioning for service in and to therh in such
roles as Christian educator, church school teacher,
organizational officer, or group adviser (W-4.3060;W-
3.3701).

Revision moves W-3.3504 and W-3.3505 to the closerdce
(rW-3.5) in order to emphasize connection with mis

W-3.0308: Prayers of the People

In response to the Word, we pray for the world G

so loves—ijoining Christ’'s own ministry of

intercession and the sighs of the Spirit, too deep
words. These prayers are not the work of a sing
leader, but an act of the whole congregation, as

Christ’s royal priesthood. They are to be voiced |n

such a way that the whole church may say “ame
Prayers of intercession and supplication are

offered for: the mission and ministry of the
universal church and the local congregation; cér
creation and the right use of resources; peace a
justice in the world; the leaders and peopleslof g
nations; the poor, hungry, and oppressed;
compassion and reconciliation in the local
community; healing and wholeness for all who

W-3.3506: Prayers
+ Ag the people respond to the Word, prayers of detsion are
offered for
(a) the Church universal, its ministry andsthavho
minister, that the world might believe;
e (b) the world, those in distress or speci@deand all in
authority, that peace and justice might prevail;
(c) the nation, the state, local communités] those who
gpvern in them, that they may know and have stretggtio
MNwhat is right.
Prayers of supplication are offered for
(d) the local church, that it have the mindCbirist in facing
esaecial issues and needs;
(e) those who struggle with their faith, titety be given
r]gssurance;
| (f) those in the midst of transitions in lifaat they be
guided and supported;
(g) those who face critical decisions, thalytheceive
wisdom;
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suffer in body, mind, or spirit; and other spe:
needs. These prayers may be led from the
communion table or from the midst of the
congregation. They may include musical respon
or symbolic action.

Because deacons are responsible for ministr
of compassion and ruling elders are charged wit
the nurture of the congregation, it is especially
appropriate for a deacon or ruling elder to lead t
prayers of the people.

(h) those who are sick, grieving, lonely, amious, that
they be comforted and healed;

(i) all members, that grace conform them tal'G@urpose.
(W-2.1000)
S€S Prayers of confession may be included attitris. (W-

3.3301) When the service does not include the Iso&dipper,

gyayers of thanksgiving are offered and the pragiegs
peoncluded with the Lord’s PrayefW-3.3613)

Revision suggests roles for deacons and rulingrgjdevision
hsupports leading prayer from the table, per the@00
sacrament study Invitation to Christ; revision ateflects this
section of W-2.6000 (Relating to Each Other andwiueld):

Preparation for Prayer
c. [Members express concern for one another] as they

(1) prepare for intercessions by expressing concerns and
requesting prayer on behalf of those with needs in the
congregation, the church, and the world;

(2) offer thanksgiving for life and life’s transitions, rejoicing
with those who rejoice and mourning with those who mourn;

2
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W-3.04: Sacrament

W-3.3600 (4) The Sealing of the Word: Sacraments

W-3.0401: Theology of the Sacraments

W-3.3601 Sacraments as Seals
nhe Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s SuppeGartts

The Sacraments are the Word of God enacted antl’

sealed in the life of the church, the body of Ghrig

Sacraments are gracious acts of God, by which
Christ Jesus offers his life to us in the powethef
Holy Spirit. Sacraments are also human acts of
gratitude, by which we offer our lives to God in
love and service. Sacraments are both physical
signs and spiritual gifts, including words and
actions, surrounded by prayer, in the context ef
church’s common worship. They employ ordinar
things—the basic elements of water, bread, and
wine—in proclaiming the extraordinary love of
God. The Reformed tradition recognizes the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (
Eucharist) as having been instituted by the Lord

Jesus Christ through the witness of the Scriptures

and sustained through the history of the univers
church.

acts of sealing the promises of faith within thencaunity of
faith as the congregation worships, and include¢sponses
of the faithful to the Word proclaimed and enadtethe
Sacraments.

Revision expands on the theology of the sacrantents
introduce the new structure of this chapter

<
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W-3.0402: Theology of Baptism
Baptism is the sign and seal of our incorporation
into Jesus Christ. In his own baptism, Jesus
identified himself with sinners—yet God claimed
him as a beloved Son, and sent the Holy Spirit t
anoint him for service. In his ministry, Jesus
offered the gift of living water. Through the
baptism of his suffering and death, Jesus setags
from the power of sin forever. After he rose from
the dead, Jesus commissioned his followers to ¢

from the current chapter two:

W-2.3001 Jesus and Baptism

Baptism is the sign and seal of incorporation into Christ. Jesus

through his own baptism identified himself with sinners in order

D to fulfill all righteousness. Jesus in his own baptism was attested
Son by the Father and was anointed with the Holy Spirit to
undertake the way of the servant manifested in his sufferings,
death, and resurrection. Jesus the risen Lord assured his

ffollowers of his continuing presence and power and
commissioned them “Go therefore and make disciples of all

and make disciples, baptizing them and teaching | have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always to

them to obey his commands. The disciples werg
empowered by the outpouring of the Spirit to

continue Jesus’ mission and ministry, inviting
others to join this new way of life in Christ. As
Paul wrote, through the gift of Baptism we are
“dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus”
(Rom. 6:11).

The Sacrament of Baptism holds a deep

reservoir of theological meaning, including: dying

and rising with Jesus Christ; pardon, cleansind,
renewal; the gift of the Holy Spirit; incorporation

the end of the age” (Matt. 28:19, NRSV). The disciples were
empowered by the outpouring of the Spirit to undertake a life of
service and to be an inclusive worshiping community, sharing
life in which love, justice, and mercy abounded. (W-1.3033)

W-2.3002: Dying and Rising in Baptism

In Baptism, we participate in Jesus’ death and resurrection. In
Baptism, we die to what separates us from God and are raised
to newness of life in Christ. Baptism points us back to the grace
of God expressed in Jesus Christ, who died for us and who was
raised for us. Baptism points us forward to that same Christ who
will fulfill God’s purpose in God’s promised future.

I, W-2.3003: Covenant and the Water of Baptism
P11 Baptism, the Holy Spirit binds the Church in covenant to its
Creator and Lord. The water of Baptism symbolizes the waters

into the body of Christ; and a sign of the realm qf of Creation, of the Flood, and of the Exodus from Egypt. Thus,

| the water of Baptism links us to the goodness of God'’s creation

God. The Reformed tradition understands Baptisiy),

to be a sign of God’s covenant. The water of
Baptism flows from the waters of creation, the

Plahd to the grace of God’s covenants with Noah and Israel.
Prophets of Israel, amidst the failure of their own generation to
honor God's covenant, called for justice to roll down like waters

leOd. and the e)deUS- Baptism '[hUS. CONNECtS U$ envisioned a fresh expression of God’s grace and of creation’s
with God’s creative purpose, cleansing power, angbodness| anew covenant accompanied by the sprinkling of

redemptive promise from generation to generati
Like circumcision, a sign of God’s gracious
covenant with Israel, Baptism is a sign of God's

)ﬁleansing water. In his ministry, Jesus offered the gift of living
Water. So, Baptism is the sign and seal of God's grace and
covenant in Christ.

Revision reorganizes, streamlines, and simplifiesé¢ section

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
Qind of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that

and righteousness like an everflowing stream. (Amos 5:24) They

D
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gracious covenant with the church. In this r
covenant of grace we are washed clean, made f
and whole. Baptism also represents God’s call t
justice and righteousness, rolling down like a
mighty stream, and the river of the water of life,
flowing from God'’s throne.

Baptism enacts and seals what the Word
proclaims: God’s redeeming grace offered to all
people. Baptism is God's gift of grace and also
God's call to respond to that grace. Baptism calll
us to repentance, faithfulness, and discipleship.
Baptism gives the church its identity and
commissions the church for service in the world,

Baptism is the bond of unity in Jesus Christ.
When we are baptized, we are made one with
Christ, with one another, and with the church of
every time and place. In Christ, barriers of race,
status, and gender are overcome; we are called
seek reconciliation in the church and world, in
Jesus’ name.

Both believers and their children are included
God's covenant love. The baptism of believers
witnesses to the truth that God’s gift of gracdsca
for our grateful response. The baptism of our
children witnesses to the truth that God claims
people in love even before they are able to resp
in faith. These two forms of witness are one ard
same Sacrament.

God’s faithfulness to us is sure, even when
human faithfulness to God is not. God’s grace is
sufficient; therefore baptism is not repeated. €hg
are many times in worship, however, when we n|
remember the gift of our baptism and acknowleg
the grace of God continually at work in us. Thes
may include: profession of faith; when participagti
in another’s baptism; when joining or leaving a
church; at an ordination, installation, or
commissioning; and at each celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. Indeed, Baptism calls for

development in faith and decision at every stagg 6f

life’'s way as we seek to respond with gratitude t
God's gift of grace.

Baptism is to be celebrated on the Lord’'s Daj
along with the proclamation of the Word and the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, in the company
the whole congregation. The presence of the
covenant community bears witness to the one b
of Christ, into whom we are baptized. When
extraordinary circumstances call for the
administration of Baptism apart from public

W-2.3004: Inclusion in the Covenant of Grace
I(Nycircumcision was the sign and symbol of inclusion in God'’s
n grace and covenant with Israel, so Baptism is the sign and
symbol of inclusion in God’s grace and covenant with the
Church. As an identifying mark, Baptism signifies

a. the faithfulness of God,

b. the washing away of sin,

c. rebirth,

d. putting on the fresh garment of Christ,

e. being sealed by God’s Spirit,

f. adoption into the covenant family of the Church,

g. resurrection and illumination in Christ.

[72)

W-2.3005: Union with Christ and One Another

The body of Christ is one, and Baptism is the bond of unity in
Christ. As they are united with Christ through faith, Baptism
unites the people of God with each other and with the church of
every time and place. Barriers of race, gender, status, and age
are to be transcended. Barriers of nationality, history, and
practice are to be overcome.

W-2.3006: Baptism: Grace, Repentance, Commissioning
Baptism enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God’s
redeeming grace offered to all people. Baptism is God’s gift of
thace and also God’s summons to respond to that grace.
Baptism calls to repentance, to faithfulness, and to discipleship.
Baptism gives the church its identity and commissions the

church for ministry to the world.

W-2.3007: Sign and Seal of God’s Faithfulness
God'’s faithfulness signified in Baptism is constant and sure,
even when human faithfulness to God is not. Baptism is
received only once. The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to the
moment when it is administered, for Baptism signifies the
beginning of life in Christ, not its completion. God’s grace works
0 dily, calling to repentance and newness of life. God's
tﬁithfulness needs no renewal.

uman faithfulness to God needs repeated renewal. Baptism
calls for decision at every subsequent stage of life’s way, both
for those whose Baptism attends their profession of faith and for
those who are nurtured from childhood within the family of faith.

prW-2.3008: “One Baptism”: Its Meanings

a. Both believers and their children are included in God’s
]%Xvenant love. Children of believers are to be baptized without
g@due delay, but without undue haste. Baptism, whether

~ administered to those who profess their faith or to those

" presented for Baptism as children, is one and the same
Nsacrament.

Children
b. The Baptism of children witnesses to the truth that God’s love
claims people before they are able to respond in faith.

Adults
The Baptism of those who enter the covenant upon their own
profession of faith witnesses to the truth that God's gift of grace

D calls for fulfiliment in a response of faithfulness.

W-2.3009: Remembering One’s Baptism
Y ,Baptism is received only once. There are many times in worship,
however, when believers acknowledge the grace of God
tinually at work. As they participate in the celebration of
other’s Baptism, as they experience the sustaining nurture of
the Lord’s Supper, and as they reaffirm the commitments made
aptism, they confess their ongoing need of God'’s grace and
pledge anew their obedience to God’s covenant in Christ.

D

W-2.3010: One Body, One Baptism
As there is one body, there is one Baptism. (Eph. 4:4-6) The
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) recognizes all Baptisms with water

worship, the congregation should be represente

jibshe name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
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one or more members of the ses¢ administered by other Christian churches.
As there is one body, there is one Baptisne. Th
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) recognizes all
baptisms by other Christian churches that are
administered with water and performed in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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W-3.0403: Responsibility for Baptism
Baptism is to be overseen by the session and
administered by a teaching elder or ruling elder
commissioned to pastoral service. The session’s
responsibilities for Baptism include: encouraging
parents to present their children for Baptism
without undue haste or undue delay; encouragin
new believers to be baptized; examining candids
for Baptism, or their parents or guardians, and
instructing them in the significance of the
Sacrament; enrolling those who are baptized as
members of the congregation; and providing for
their ongoing nurture and formation. The
congregation as a whole, on behalf of the univer
church, is responsible for nurturing baptized
persons in Christian life. The session may desg
certain members of the congregation as sponso
mentors for those who are baptized or for their
parents or guardians. (G-2.05, G-2.10, G-3.02)
When a child is presented for Baptism at leag
one parent or guardian will be an active membe
a particular congregation, normally the one in
which the baptism takes place. The session may

from the current chapter two:

W-2.3011: Responsibility for Baptism
a. For reasons of order, Baptism shall be authorized by the
session, administered by a teaching elder or ruling elder
commissioned to pastoral service when invited by the session
and authorized by the presbytery, and accompanied by the
eading and proclaiming of the Word. (G-3.0301 ; W-3.3602—
.3608) Baptism is celebrated in a service of public worship.
Ate@ aordinary circumstances may call for the administration of
Baptism apart from the worship of the whole congregation. In
such cases care should be taken that

(1) the congregation be represented by one or more
members of the session;

(2) a proper understanding of the meaning of the Sacrament
be offered by the teaching elder ;

(3) the session be consulted when possible;
sal (4) the Baptism be reported by the officiating teaching elder
and recorded by the session.

nBY Chaplains and Others

| b. A council may also authorize the celebration of the Sacrament
Q)]q;aptism by chaplains or others engaged in ordered ministries
serving in hospitals, prisons, schools, or other institutions where
the council has an authorized ministry or an institutional
witness, by chaplains ministering to members of the armed
Stforces and their families, and by teaching elders engaged in
ofw church development under the jurisdiction of the council. In
all such cases of Baptism, the teaching elder shall take
responsibility that the newly baptized person is enrolled as a
member of a particular church. Such enrollment may be

consider a request to baptize a child whose parerﬂ_rranged in advance in consultation with the session of the

or guardian is an active member of another

congregation. If the session approves such a
request, it must consult with the council of the
other congregation and notify them when the
Sacrament has been administered. Those prese
children for Baptism will promise to nurture and
guide them until they are ready to make a perso

profession of faith and assume the responsibifity ¢,

active church membership. (G-1.04)
A council may authorize a teaching elder to
preside at Baptism in certain situations beyond t

congregational setting, such as hospitals, prison

schools, military bases, and new worshiping
communities. In these cases, the teaching elder
responsible for ensuring that the newly baptized

person is enrolled as a member of a congregatiq

(G-3.02, G-3.03)

church, or the council may provide that any such newly baptized
member shall be enrolled in absentia as a member of a
particular church designated by the council and under its
jurisdiction or upon the roll held by the council until a new church
is organized.

-2.3012: Session Responsibility
adession’s responsibilities for Baptism are

a. encouraging parents to present their children for Baptism,
negminding them that children of believers are to be baptized
without undue haste, but without undue delay, and authorizing
e Baptism of those presented; (W-2.3014)

b. admitting to Baptism children of believers, after
appropriate instruction and discussion with the parent(s) or
one(s) rightly exercising parental responsibility, acquainting
hﬁem with the significance of what God is doing in this act, and
Swith the special responsibilities on parents and congregations

for nurturing the baptized person in the Christian life;

. c.admitting to Baptism, after appropriate instruction and
I8xamination, those not yet baptized who come making public
their personal profession of faith;

d. placing all baptized persons on the appropriate roll as

Members of the congregation;

e. making certain that those baptized are nurtured in
understanding the meaning of Baptism, of the Lord’s Supper,
and of their interrelation, and that they are surrounded by
Christian encouragement and support. (G-3.0201; G-3.0204; W-
2.3011)

W-2.3013: Church Responsibility

The congregation as a whole, on behalf of the Church universal,
assumes responsibility for nurturing the baptized person in the
Christian life. In exercising this ministry, the session may
designate certain members of the congregation as
representatives of the church charged with special responsibility
for nurture. For any person who is being baptized, sponsor(s)
may be appointed by the session in consultation with those

desiring Baptism for themselves or for their children and given

Revision reorganizes, streamlines, and simplifies¢ sections
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the specific role of nurturing the baptized person. (W-6.2001; W-
6.2005)

W-2.3014: Parental Responsibility

When a child is being presented for Baptism, ordinarily the
parent(s) or one(s) rightly exercising parental responsibility shall
be an active member of the congregation. Those presenting
children for Baptism shall promise to provide nurture and
guidance within the community of faith until the child is ready to
make a personal profession of faith and assume the
responsibility of active church membership. (W-4.2002; W-
4.2003) The session may also consider a request for the
baptism of a child from a Christian parent who is an active
member of another congregation. If the session approves such a
request, it shall consult with the council of the other
congregation and shall notify them when the Sacrament has
been administered.
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W-3.0404: Presentation

Following the sermon, the teaching elder
introduces the Sacrament of Baptism with
sentences of Scripture; other sentences of Sceip
may be spoken by ruling elders, members of the
congregation, or ecumenical witnesses. On beh
of the session, a ruling elder presents each

candidate for Baptism. Those desiring baptism for
t Revision provides for the participation of ecumathic

their children or themselves express their intent
receive the sacrament. Parents or guardians,
sponsors (if applicable), and the congregation
vows to support and nurture those being baptize
No one comes to Baptism alone; we are encour
by family or friends and surrounded by the
community of faith.

W-3.3602: Baptism
The Sacrament of Baptism (W-2.3000), the sign aadl af

God'’s grace and our response, is the foundati@talgnition
of Christian commitment. It is appropriately celeed

tlﬂfllowing the reading and the proclaiming of the M/cand

shall include statements concerning the biblicahmireg of

qlBaptism, the responsibility to be assumed by thiesiring

Baptism for themselves or their children, and theure to be
undertaken by the church.

representatives

ake
d

aéed

W-3.0405: Profession of Fait

Candidates for baptism or their parents or
guardians renounce evil and profess their faith ir
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Those who are
being baptized upon profession of faith declare
their intent to participate actively and respongsibl
in the worship and mission of the church. They j
the congregation in professing their faith, usimg {
Apostles’ Creed, the ancient baptismal affirmatig
of the early church.

W-3.3603: Commitments and Vows
Those desiring the Sacrament of Baptism for thwidoen or
for themselves shall make vows that
(a) profess their faith in Jesus Christ agllamd Savior,
(b) renounce evil and affirm their reliance®ad’s grace,
(c) declare their intention to participate aelty and
responsibly in the worship and mission of the churc
DW (d) declare their intention to provide for Bhristian
u

rture of their child.
The congregation shall
N (e) profess its faith, using the Apostles’ &te
(f) voice its support of those baptized,
(g) express its willingness to take respotigjtfor the
nurture of those baptized.
A ruling elder may lead the congregation iesth
professions and affirmations. (W-2.2009; W-2.308014)

N

W-3.0406: Thanksgiving Over the Wate

At the place of baptism, a teaching elder leads t
people in prayer: giving thanks for God’s coveng
faithfulness through history; praising God’s
gracious and reconciling action in Jesus Chrigt;
asking the Holy Spirit to attend and empower thg
baptism, give deliverance and rebirth, and equép
church for faithfulness.

W-3.3604: The Prayer
1él'he teaching elder offers a baptismal prayer. phager

(a) expresses thanksgiving for God'’s covefuittifulness,
nt (b) gives praise for God’s reconciling acts,
(c) asks that the Holy Spirit attend and emgothie
aBaptism, make the water a water of redemption abdth,
n equip the church for faithfulness.

th

W-3.0407: The Act of Baptism
Accompanied by a visible and generous use of
water, the teaching elder addresses each perso
their Christian or given name, and says: “I baptiz
you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, a
of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). The water used
for Baptism should be from a local source, and 1
be applied by pouring or immersion.

Other actions signifying the gift of the Holy

W-3.3605: The Water

The water used for Baptism should be common tdattegion,
nd shall be applied to the person by pouringn&png, or

i¥nersion. By whatever mode, the water should hpdieg

[&isibly and generously.

n{}11-3.3606: The Words of Baptism
The teaching eldert shall use the name givenetsop to be
NB3ptized and shall baptize in the name of the ¢ri@nd. The
baptismal formula is: “ , | bapyiaa in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and dfitig Spirit.”

Spirit, such as the laying on of hands and anaintirw-3.3607: Other Actions

with oil, may be included. However, the central g
of baptizing with water in the name of the triune
God must not be overshadowed.

\cEare shall be taken that the central act of baygimiith water
is not overshadowed. Other actions that are rodeegly in
the history of Baptism such as the laying on ofdsain
blessing, the praying for the anointing of the H8yirit,
anointing with oil, and the presentation of the hyebaptized

to the congregatic may also be included. When such acti

3

4




are introduced, they should be explained carefallyrder to
avoid misinterpretation and misunderstanding.
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W-3.0408: Welcome

The newly baptized person is welcomed as a
member of the church, the body of Christ.
Appropriate gifts may be given, such as a candlg
(reflecting the light of Christ) or a baptismal
garment (signifying being clothed with Christ). T
peace of Christ may be exchanged. The Lord’'s
Supper appropriately follows; those who have ju
been baptized may be invited to receive
communion first.

W-3.3608: Welcoming

Declaration shall be made of the newly baptizedqEs

membership in the Church of Jesus Christ. The wedcof the

congregation is extended. Whenever the service &sdered,
2 the Lord’s Supper may follow Baptism at the appiatertime

in the service.

Revision adds reference to other traditional gifitsl biblical
symbols of baptism
st

W-3.0409: Theology of the Lord’s Suppe

The Lord’s Supper (or Eucharist) is the sign and
seal of our communion with the crucified and ris
Lord. Jesus shared meals with his followers
throughout his earthly life and ministry—commo
suppers, miraculous feasts, and the covenant
commemorations of Israel, in which the people 4
and drank in the presence of the Lord, rejoicing.
Jesus spoke of himself as the bread of life, aad |
true vine, in whom we are branches. On the nigh
before his death, Jesus met with his disciples to
share bread and wine, speaking of them as his |
and blood, signs of the new covenant. He told th
to keep this feast, remembering him. On the day
his resurrection, Jesus made himself known to h
disciples in the breaking of the bread. The dissf
continued to devote themselves to the apostles’
teaching, fellowship, prayers, and the common
meal. As Paul wrote, as often as we share thigih
and cup, we “proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes” (1 Cor. 11:26).

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper offers a
abundant feast of theological meaning, including
thanksgiving to God the Father; remembrance o
Jesus Christ; invocation of the Holy Spirit;
communion in the body of Christ; and a meal of
realm of God. The Reformed tradition understan
the Lord’s Supper to be a sign of God’s covenar
The bread of the Lord’s Supper is linked with the
bread of Passover and the gift of manna in the
wilderness. The Lord’s Supper thus connects us
with God's saving power and providential care
from generation to generation. Like the offering
sacrifices, a sign of Israel’s thanksgiving for God
faithfulness, the Lord’s Supper is a sacrifice of
praise and a sign of our gratitude for God's
steadfast love. The Lord’s Supper represents G¢
gracious invitation to an everlasting covenant. T
Lord’s Supper also reflects our calling to feed
others as we have been fed, and offers a foratés
that heavenly banquet when God will wipe away

Revision reorganizes, simplifies, and streamlihesée
sections:

PV-2.4001: Jesus and the Supper
a. The Lord’s Supper is the sign and seal of eating and drinking
in communion with the crucified and risen Lord. During his
[ earthly ministry Jesus shared meals with his followers as a sign
of community and acceptance and as an occasion for his own
inistry. He celebrated Israel’s feasts of covenant
mmemoration.

1

" Last Supper
. In his last meal before his death, Jesus took and shared with
nthis disciples the bread and wine, speaking of them as his body
and blood, signs of the new covenant. He commended breaking
)&rfad and sharing a cup to remember and proclaim his death.

E%surrection
. On the day of his resurrection, the risen Jesus made himself

@fiown to his followers in the breaking of bread. He continued to
jshow himself to believers, by blessing and breaking bread, by
preparing, serving, and sharing common meals. (W-1.3033)

W-2.4002: Church in the New Testament
The Church in the New Testament devoted itself to the apostles’
teaching, to fellowship, to prayers, and to the common meal.
réke apostle Paul delivered to the Church the tradition he had
received from the risen Lord, who commanded that his followers
share the bread and cup as a remembrance and a showing forth
of his death until he comes. The New Testament describes the
nmeal as a participation in Christ and with one another in the
. expectation of the Kingdom and as a foretaste of the messianic
*banquet.

=

Revision moves the description of the eucharistiggr in W-
2.4003 (Thanksgiving), W-2.4004 (Remembering) V&nd
the1005 (Invocation) below to the section on thedBre
dShanksgiving (rW-3.0412)

tW—2.4006: Communion of the Faithful
b Around the Table of the Lord, God’s people are in communion
with Christ and with all who belong to Christ. Reconciliation with
Christ compels reconciliation with one another. All the baptized
faithful are to be welcomed to the Table, and none shall be
excluded because of race, sex, age, economic status, social
thlass, handicapping condition, difference of culture or language,

or any barrier created by human injustice. Coming to the Lord’s
Table the faithful are actively to seek reconciliation in every
instance of conflict or division between them and their
neighbors. Each time they gather at the Table the believing
community
Dd’sa. are united with the Church in every place, and the whole
,]ghurch is present;

b. join with all the faithful in heaven and on earth in offering

thanksgiving to the triune God;
ste c.renew the vows taken at Baptism; and they commit
themselves afresh to love and serve God, one another, and their
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every tear and swallow up death fore

The Lord’'s Supper enacts and seals what the

Word proclaims: God'’s sustaining grace offered

all people. The Lord’s Supper is God’s gift of gFd
and also God's call to respond to that grace. Thg¢

Lord’s Supper nourishes us in righteousness,
faithfulness, and discipleship. The Lord’s Suppe
renews the church in its identity and sends the
church to mission in the world.

When we gather at the Lord’s Supper we are
drawn into the presence of Christ and united wit
the church in every place. We join with all the
faithful in heaven and on earth in offering
thanksgiving to the triune God. We renew the vq
we have taken in our baptism, and recommit
ourselves to love and serve God, one another, g
our neighbors in the world.

The opportunity to eat and drink with Christ i
not a right bestowed upon the worthy, but a
privilege given to the undeserving who come in
faith, repentance, and love. All who come to the
table are offered the bread and cup, regardless
their age or understanding. If some of those whg
come have not yet been baptized, an invitation t
baptismal preparation and baptism should be
graciously extended.

Worshipers prepare themselves to celebrate
Lord’s Supper by putting their trust in Christ,
confessing their sin, and seeking reconciliation
with God and one another. Even those who dou
may come to the table in order to be assured of
God's love and grace in Jesus Christ.

The Lord’s Supper is to be celebrated as a
regular part of the Service for the Lord’s Day,
preceded by the proclamation of the Word, in thg
company of the whole congregation. When local
circumstances call for the Lord’s Supper to be
celebrated less frequently, the session may app
other schedules for celebration, in no case less
quarterly. If the Lord’s Supper is celebrated less
frequently than on each Lord’s Day, public notics
is to be given at least one week in advance so t
all may prepare to receive the sacrament.

neighbors in the world.

P W-2.4007: Foretaste of the Kingdom Meal

td5 this meal the Church celebrates the joyful feast of the people
of God, and anticipates the great banquet and marriage supper

1Cof the Lamb. Brought by the Holy Spirit into Christ’s presence,

b the Church eagerly expects and prays for the day when Christ
shall come in glory and God be all in all. Nourished by this hope,
the Church rises from the Table and is sent by the power of the

I' Holy Spirit to participate in God'’s mission to the world, to
proclaim the gospel, to exercise compassion, to work for justice
and peace until Christ's Kingdom shall come at last.

W-2.4008: Word and Sacrament Together

In the life of the worshiping congregation, Word and Sacrament
Mhave an integral relationship. Whenever the Lord’s Supper is

observed, it shall be preceded by the reading and the

proclamation of the Word. (W-1.1005)

\VW$:-2.4009: Time, Place, and Frequency
The Lord’s Supper is to be observed on the Lord’s Day, in the
regular place of worship, and in a manner suitable to the
rtdlrticular occasion and local congregation. It is appropriate to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper as often as each Lord’s Day. It is to
be celebrated regularly and frequently enough to be recognized
as integral to the Service for the Lord’s Day.

W-2.4010: Special Occasions
It is also appropriate to observe the Lord’s Supper on other
occasions of special significance in the life of the Christian
ommunity, as long as the celebration of the Sacrament is open
o the whole believing community. The Lord’s Supper may be
observed in connection with the visitation of the sick and those
pisolated from public worship as a means of extending the
church’s ministry to them. On all such occasions of the
celebration of the Sacrament, the Word shall be read and
proclaimed. Even though such a celebration may involve only a
tFﬂé‘V members of the congregation, nevertheless it is not to be
understood as a private ceremony or devotional exercise, but as
an act of the whole church, which shall be represented not only
by the teaching elder or the one authorized by presbytery to
dminister the Sacrament, but also by one or more members of
he congregation authorized by the session to represent the
church. (W-2.4012; W-3.3609- .3618; W-3.6204)

D

D

W-2.4011: Who May Receive

a. The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is extended to all who

have been baptized, remembering that access to the Table is

h not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the

” undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. In

preparing to receive Christ in this Sacrament, the believer is to

confess sin and brokenness, to seek reconciliation with God and

,(%?'ghbor, and to trust in Jesus Christ for cleansing and renewal.
vén one who doubts or whose trust is wavering may come to

Rhe Table in order to be assured of God's love and grace in

Christ Jesus.

? Baptized Children

Na&l Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in
the significance of the invitation to the Table and the meaning of
their response are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper,
recognizing that their understanding of participation will vary
according to their maturity. (W-4.2002)

W-3.3609: Lord’s Supper: Preparing

The congregation should prepare themselves to regéethe
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. (W-2.4006; W-2.40¥1
5.2001) If the Lord’s Supper is celebrated lesgiemntly than
on each Lord’s Day, public notice is to be giveteast one
week in advance. ...
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W-3.0410: Responsibility for the Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is to be overseen by the sess
and administered by a teaching elder or rulingre
commissioned to pastoral service. The session |
authorize the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at
events other than the Service for the Lord’'s Day
including services of Christian marriage, ordinat
and installation, services of wholeness, ministry

the sick, and services of witness to the resuorci

At all such events, the Word is to be read and
proclaimed. Even when such services involve of
a few members of the congregation, the Lord’s
Supper is to be understood as an act of the who
church, not a private ceremony. (G-2.05, G-2.10
G-3.02)
A council may authorize the celebration of thg
Lord’s Supper in certain situations beyond the
congregational setting, such as hospitals, prison
schools, military bases, and new church
developments. (G-3.02, G-3.03)

Revision reorganizes, streamlines, simplifies tlsestions:

1Q132.4012: Responsibilit
Oke The session is responsible for authorizing all observances of
Lord’s Supper in the life of a particular church and shall
i ure regular and frequent celebration of the Sacrament, in no
case less than quarterly. Any other council of the church, also,
may appoint times for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper
during their meetings. A council may also authorize the
Ocelebration of the Sacrament in connection with the public
t worship of some gathering of believers which is under its
jurisdiction or in institutions where it has a missional witness or
authorized ministry. A council may delegate the authority to
approve the celebration of the Lord’s Supper to an appropriate
erseeing body in the institutions for which it has responsibility.
cf. W-3.6205)

|€haplains or Others

b. Chaplains or other teaching elders serving in hospitals,
» prisons, schools, or other institutions, and chaplains ministering
to members of the armed forces and their families, may
 administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper when authorized
[ to do so by the council which has jurisdiction over the ministry
exercised by the particular teaching elder. The terms of the
sauthority to administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper shall
be stated in the teaching elder’s terms of call or endorsement.

il

Administered by Teaching Elder or Ruling Elder Commissioned
to Pastoral Service

c. For reasons of order the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper shall
be administered by a teaching elder or ruling elder
commissioned to pastoral service when invited by the session
and authorized by the presbytery. Missional concerns may lead
to exceptions as determined and authorized by presbytery. (G-
3.0301; G-2.1001)

Revision also incorporates this section from latechapter
three of the current directory:

W-3.6204: Lord’s Supper at Special Gatherings
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is appropriate for any
special gathering

(1) when it is authorized by the council responsible for the
gathering or by the presbytery within whose bounds the event
will take place,

(2) when a teaching elder presides and other ruling elders or
deacons of the church are present,

(3) when it is observed in a service of worship following the
preaching of the Word or other form of proclamation authorized
by the council,

(4) when it is understood as participation in the life of the
whole believing community rather than as a devotional exercise
for a few. (W-2.4010-.4012)

W-3.0411: Offering

Christian life is an offering of one’s self to Gdd.
the Lord’s Supper we are presented with the cos
self-offering of Jesus Christ for the life of the
world. As those who have been claimed and set
free by his grace, we respond with gratitude,
offering him our lives, our spiritual gifts, androu
material goods. Every service of worship should
include an opportunity to respond to Christ’s tall
discipleship through self-offering. The gifts we
offer express our stewardship of creation,
demonstrate our care for one another, support tk
ministries of the church, and provide for the nee

W-3.3507: Offerings
The tithes and offerings of God’s people are gatthend
t|:eceived with prayer, spoken or sung. (W-2.5008hSiof
¥conciliation and peace may be exchanged, ifvtais not
done as a response to the Word of assurance os@adion.
(W-3.3301) When the Lord’s Supper is to be celautagifts
of bread and wine may be brought to the Tableamikgiving
for God’s Word. (W-2.4003; W-3.3609)

[W-3.3609: Lord's Supper: Preparing]

... When the Lord’s Supper is celebrated, the Tddeikl be
prepared and the elements provided to be placédeonable
before worship begins or during the gathering efttthes and
offerings.

n . . ..
j%eewsmn suggests roles for deacons and rulingrgjaevision
Also incorporatesstreamline, and simplifies these sectio
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of the poor

Tithes and offerings are gathered as an act g
thanksgiving to God. Gifts of food for the poor m
also be collected at this time, and the table neay
prepared for the Lord’s Supper. All of these gifts
are received with a prayer of dedication to God,
spoken or sung. Because ruling elders and deaq
are charged with the stewardship of the church’s
resources and leadership in ministry to the psor
especially appropriate for a ruling elder or deacd
to lead this prayer. Signs of Christ’s peace and
reconciliation may be exchanged, if this did not
take place earlier in the service.

W-2.5001: Response to Christ
f The Christian life is an offering of one’s self to God. In worship
aipe people are presented with the costly self-offering of Jesus
hrist, are claimed and set free by him, and are led to respond
boy offering to him their lives, their particular gifts and abilities,
and their material goods.

W-2.5002 Offering Spiritual Gifts

OfMgship should always offer opportunities to respond to Christ’s
call to become disciples by professing faith, by uniting with the

P church, and by taking up the mission of the people of God, as
lwell as opportunities for disciples to renew the commitment of

riheir lives to Jesus Christ and his mission in the world. As the
Holy Spirit has graced each member with particular gifts for
strengthening the body of Christ for mission, so worship should
provide opportunities to recognize these gifts and to offer them
to serve Christ in the church and in the world.

W-2.5003: Offering Material Gifts and Goods
a. The offering of material goods in worship is a corporate act of
self-dedication in response to God. It expresses thanksgiving to
God, the giver of life and all goods, the redeemer from sin and
evil. It is an affirmation by Christ’s disciples of

(1) their commitment to be stewards in all creation;

(2) their responsibility to share the Word with and to care for
all people;

(3) their desire to share God'’s gifts with those to whom
believers are bound in the Church universal;

(4) their common bond in the body of Christ.

Disciplined and Generous Support

b. In the Old Testament the people of Israel were commanded
to bring a tenth of their income to support the work of the house
of God and those who served God in it. In the New Testament
the apostles recognized that the work of the Church required
disciplined support. Both in Israel and in the early Church the
people were encouraged to give generously to meet the needs
of the poor. God calls believers today to be disciplined and
generous in giving support to the ministries of the church. (W-
5.5004)

Received in Worship
c. During public worship, at an appropriate time, and as an act of
thanksgiving, the tithes and offerings of the people are gathered

and received.

3
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W-3.0412: Great Thanksgiving

Following the offering and the preparation of the
table, a teaching elder may invite worshipers &
Lord’s Supper with sentences of Scripture. At th
table, the teaching elder leads the people ineeth
fold prayer to the triune God: giving thanks for
God'’s creative power, providential care, and
covenant faithfulness, along with particular
blessings of the day; remembering God’s acts o
salvation through Jesus’ birth, life, death,
resurrection, ascension, and promised return, as
well as his institution of the Sacrament (if not
otherwise spoken at the invitation to the tabléher
breaking of the bread); and calling on the Holy

Spirit to draw worshipers into the presence of the

risen Lord, nourish them in the body and blood ¢
Christ, unite them with Christ in the communion
saints and the church in every place, and send t
in mission to the world. The prayer ends with an
ascription of praise to the triune God. Musical
acclamations, such as “Holy, holy, holy,” “Christ
has died,” and “Amen,” may be included. The
Lord’s Prayer follows.

W-3.3612: Invitation

The teaching elder or one presiding shall invitegkople to
the Lord’s Table using suitable words from Scriptu (V-
r'5.4011) If the words of institution (1 Cor. 11:226, or
E Gospel parallels) will not be spoken at the bregkihbread or
rincluded in the prayer of thanksgiving, they arééosaid as
part of the invitation.

W-3.3613: The Prayer
The one presiding is to lead the people in thegmay

(a) thanking God for creation and providerioecovenant
history, and for seasonal blessings, with an acatem of
praise;

(b) remembering God's acts of salvation irudes
Christ: his birth, life, death, resurrection, andmise of
coming, and institution of the Supper (if not othise
spoken), together with an acclamation of faith;

(c) calling upon the Holy Spirit to draw thegple into the
~ presence of the risen Christ so that they (1) ayed,
f (2") may be joined in the communion of saitat®ll God'’s
opeople and to the risen Christ, and
hent3) may be sent to serve as faithful dis@plellowed by
an ascription of praise to the triune God, and

(d) the Lord’s Prayer.

[

Revision simplifies and streamlines these materials
incorporating the additional description of the Gte
Thanksgiving provided in chapter two:

W-2.4003: Thanksgiving
In the Lord’s Supper the Church, gathered for worship,

a. blesses God for all that God has done through creation,
redemption, and sanctification;

b. gives thanks that God is working in the world and in the
Church in spite of human sin;

c. gratefully anticipates the fulfillment of the Kingdom Christ
proclaimed, and offers itself in obedient service to God'’s reign.

W-2.4004: Remembering
At the Lord’s Table, the Church is

a. renewed and empowered by the memory of Christ’s life,
death, resurrection, and promise to return;

b. sustained by Christ's pledge of undying love and
continuing presence with God’s people;

c. sealed in God'’s covenant of grace through partaking of
Christ's self-offering.

In remembering, believers receive and trust the love of Christ
present to them and to the world; they manifest the reality of the
covenant of grace in reconciling and being reconciled; and they
proclaim the power of Christ's reign for the renewal of the world
in justice and in peace.

W-2.4005: Invocation
As the people of God bless and thank God the Father and
remember Jesus Christ the Son, they call upon the Holy Spirit

a. to lift them into Christ’s presence;

b. to accept their offering of bread and wine;

c. to make breaking bread and sharing the cup a participation
in the body and blood of Christ;

d. to bind them with Christ and with one another;

e. to unite them in communion with all the faithful in heaven
and on earth;

f. to nourish them with Christ's body and blood that they may
mature into the fullness of Christ;

g. to keep them faithful as Christ’s body, representing Christ
and doing God’s work in the world.

W-3.0413: Breaking the Bread

Revision reorganizes, simplifies, and streamlihesée

sections, also accounting ' the use of other sentences
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In full view of the people, the teaching elder txea
the bread and pours the cup, or lifts a cup that h
already been filled. These actions may be
accompanied by sentences of Scripture or
performed in silence. The use of one loaf and or
cup expresses the unity of the body of Christ an
the communal nature of the sacrament. The bre
used for the Lord’s Supper should be common t
the culture of the congregation; those who prepad
the bread should make provision for persons wit
food allergies. The session will determine what
form of the fruit of the vine is used; a non-alclita
option should always be provided.

Scripture at the breaking of the bread:

W-3.3610: Bread

Bread common to the culture of the community shéad
provided to be broken by the one who presides.uBeeof the
one bread expresses the unity of the body of Clistad for
a@he congregation may be broken from the same loaf o

g prepared in some manner suitable for distribution.

Adlv-3.3611: Cup
D A cup and pitcher may be provided for the one wiesides to

\rgse in presenting the cup. The use of a commorexpesses
ht e communal nature of the Sacrament and refleets t

consistent New Testament reference to a singleRoyring
into the cup signifies the shed blood of Christreduout for
the world. The manner of distribution used by thdipular
community of faith may involve the provision of ooep or a
number of cups suitably prepared for the people. §é¢ssion is
to determine what form of the fruit of the vingdsbe used. In
making this decision the session should be inforimethe
biblical precedent, the history of the church, eenial usage,
local custom, and concerns for health and the d¢ense of
members of the congregation. Whenever wine is irstite
Lord’s Supper, unfermented grape juice should asnzy
clearly identified and served also as an alteredtiv those
who prefer it.

Revision discusses invitation to the table (W-323&hd
eucharistic prayer (W-3.3613) in the context ofdheer of
worship (see rw-3.0412)

W-3.3614: Breaking Bread

The one presiding is to take the bread and braaktfite view
of the people. If the words of institution have pagviously
been spoken as part of the invitation or in the momion
prayer, 1 Cor. 11:23, 24 shall be used at this.time

W-3.3615: Presenting the Cup

Having filled the cup, the one presiding is to prast in the
view of the people. If the words of institution leawot
previously been spoken as part of the invitatiomdhe
communion praye 1 Cor. 1125, 26 shall be used at this tit

D~
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W-3.0414: Communion

The bread and cup are shared in the manner mg
appropriate to the occasion. Worshipers may ga
at the table, come forward to meet the servers, ¢

receive the bread and cup where they are. The
bread may be broken and placed in people’s ha
or they may receive pieces of bread prepared fo

distribution. They may drink from a common cup

receive individual cups, or dip the broken bread
into the cup. Ordinarily ruling elders, deacong] a
teaching elders serve the bread and cup; the se
may authorize other church members to do so.
While the bread and cup are shared worshipers
sing; other music may be offered; appropriate
passages of Scripture may be read; or the peop
may pray in silence.

When all have received the bread and cup th

remaining elements are placed on the table. The

teaching elder then leads the people in prayer,
thanking God for the gift of the Sacrament and
asking for grace to live and serve faithfully until
the coming of Christ’s realm in fullness.
Immediately after the service, the bread amul
may be shared with absent, homebound, or

hospitalized members by two or more persons if

ordered ministry. Those who carry out this
extended service of communion should be
authorized by the session; equipped with the

necessary theological, pastoral, and liturgicabgif
and resources; and instructed to maintain the ur

of Word and Sacrament through the reading of
Scripture and offering of prayers.
At the conclusion of the Service for the Lard’

Day, the bread and cup should be removed from
table and used or disposed of in a manner apprgq

by the session, in keeping with the Reformed

understanding of the Sacrament and principles ¢

good stewardship.

Revision reorganizes, streamlines, and simplifies¢

)§@ctions:

th¥13.3616: Distributing Bread and Cup
yrThe elements are distributed in the manner motilslaito the
particular occasion.

hdfe Gathering

i & The people may gather about the Table to re¢eéesbread
and the cup; they may come to those serving tavetkee

' elements; or those serving may distribute the efesit® them
where they are.

n

| The Bread

>¥Crhe bread may be broken from that on the Tatdepdaced
in the people’s hands; people may break off a porfiiom the

nteoken loaf or other bread offered for distributionthey may
receive pieces of bread prepared for distribution.

€The Cup
c. A common cup may be offered to all who wish aotake of

eit; several cups may be offered and shared; owiddal cups
| may be prepared for distribution. Rather than dfiokn a
common cup, communicants may dip the broken breadhe
cup.

The Serving
d. The bread and the cup may be served by thabe iordered

ministry of the church, or by other church membm®rs
cinvitation of the session or authorizing council.

e. The serving of the elements may be extendedbyt
N more persons in the ordered ministry of the chuieithose
isolated from the community’s worship, provided

(1) the elements are to be served followingship on the
same calendar day, or as soon thereafter as @iacfieasible,
as a direct extension of the serving of the gathere
congregation, to church members who have accepéed t

itymrch's invitation to receive the Sacraments;

(2) care is taken in the serving to ensuretti@unity of
Word and Sacrament is maintained, by the readir@cdpture
and the offering of prayers; and

(3) those serving have been instructed byéssion or
thiehorized council in the theological and pasttoahdations

nabéhis ministry and in the liturgical resources fio(W-
6.3011).

»fW-3.3617: Receiving the Supper
While the bread and the cup are being shared,

(a) the people may sing psalms, hymns, spisfwor other
appropriate songs;

(b) the choir may sing anthems or other appatp musical
offerings;

(c) instrumental music suitable to the ocaasiay be
played;

(d) appropriate passages of Scripture mayad;ror

(e) people may pray in silence.

W-3.3618: Blessing After Supper

When all have communed and the remaining elemews h
been placed on the Table, the one presiding |éexipdople in
prayer, thanking God for the gift of Christ in tBacrament,
asking for God'’s grace to fulfill the pledges madmjethe
people in the Supper, and making supplicationHerdoming
of the promise Kingdom. The congregation sings a pse
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canticle, hymn, spiritual, or spiritual song.

W-3.3619: Disposition of the Elements

When the service is ended, the communion eleméatstse
removed from the Table and used or disposed ohiraaner
which is approved by the session, and which isistergt with
the Reformed understanding of the Sacrament and the
principlesof good stewardshi

W-3.0415: If the Lord’'s Supper Is Omitted
The Lord’'s Supper is integral to the Service fa t
Lord’s Day, a service of Word and Sacrament. If
in local circumstances and by the decision of the
session, the Lord’s Supper is to be omitted from
Sunday worship, the service continues after the
prayers of the people with the offering and a pra
of thanksgiving and dedication, followed by the
Lord’s Prayer.

Revision adds this section to account for varioaittgons and
hpractices of worship

ye

W-3.05: Sending

W-3.3700 (5) Bearing and Following the Word Into tle
World

W-3.0501: Acts of Commitment
In response to the Word we have received in the
Sacraments, we affirm Christ’s call to disciplesh
through acts of commitment. Such acts of
commitment may include: closing hymns, psalm
or spiritual songs that send us out to live thepgbg
by God'’s grace; creative or symbolic actions
expressing our resolve to share in Christ's missi
declarations of intent to prepare for or desire to
receive the Sacrament of Baptism, or to reaffirm
the baptismal covenant; commissioning to
ministries of evangelism, compassion, justice, a
reconciliation; farewells to members of the churg
who are departing; and brief invitations or
announcements related to the church’s mission.

W-3.3701: Acts of Commitment and Recognition

\ () Acts of commitment to discipleship, declaratafrintent to
seek Baptism, and reaffirmation of the vows takelRagptism

Pare appropriate responses to the Word receiveddéragent.
(W-2.4005; W-2.4007) As the service comes to ae;lother

Sacts of commitment and recognition may be obserRedple

may make commitments to and be commissioned faifspe

corporate and personal acts of evangelism, congragsistice,

Drneconciliation, and peacemaking in the world. (V8000)

When One Leaves
(b) Those leaving the fellowship of a particulaunth
(1) to undertake these commissions; or
(2') to move to another place for purposesdiication,
nalational service, career change, family circumstaoc health
Hmay be recognized with a farewell. This also mayibe
appropriate time to remember those of the congi@yatho
have died.

Revision incorporates these additional materialsaots of
recognition and mission concerns:

W-3.3505: Mission Concerns

Witness to faith and service and interpretatiothefmission
and programs of the church may be included in ¢heéice as a
response to the Word. They should be presentadtim & way
as to reflect this response and may prepare fopeople’'s
prayers of intercession and supplication, as weefbatheir
self-offering and gifts in support of the ministifyChrist and
the church.

Revision also reflects this section of W-2.6000&(Rey to
Each Other and the World):

Mission
e. [Members express concern for one another] as they

(1) make and renew covenants;

(2) commit themselves to and are commissioned for specific
corporate and personal ministries of compassion, justice,
peacemaking, reconciliation, and witness.

4
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W-3.0502: Blessing and Charge

The Service for the Lord’s Day concludes with a
blessing in the name of the triune God, such as
priestly blessing or apostolic benediction. Becau
this blessing is an expression of the gospel of
God's grace and an extension of the ministry of
Word and Sacrament, a teaching elder ordinarily
speaks the blessing.

We are blessed in order to be a blessing to
others. The charge to the people calls the charc
go forth as agents of God'’s mission in the world
Because deacons are responsible for the church
ministry of withess and service, and ruling elders
have oversight of the church’s faithfulness to &g
mission, it is especially appropriate for a deacon
ruling elder to speak the charge.

W-3.3702: Going in the Name of the Triune God

The service concludes with a formal dismissal. Théay
theclude a charge to the people to go into the wiorlthe name
sef Christ. It shall include words of blessing, usitrinitarian
benediction or other words from Scripture, sucthas
rzaostolic benediction in 2 Cor. 13:13. Signs obregliation
[ d peace may be exchanged as the people depatrt.
Revision reverses blessing and charge, reflectiisgional
emphasis in the church and in accordance with Gtorgod;

revision also suggests roles for deacons and rudidgrs
ht

W-3.0503: Service in the World
Christian worship and service does not end at th
conclusion of the Service for the Lord’s Day; we
go forth to love and serve the Lord in daily living
In so doing, we seek to fulfill our chief end: to
glorify and enjoy God forever.

Revision adds this paragraph, reflecting the Refmirh

emissional understanding of worship as connectezhid
inclusive of our service of God in the world; réesisadds
reference to Westminster Catechism

Revision incorporates the remaining sections ofptbathree
of the current directory into later chapters:

W-3.4000 4. Service of Daily Prayefsee rw-5.0102)
W-3.5100 a. Sunday Servicesee rW-5.0204)
W-3.5200 b. Church Schoo(see rw-5.0202)
W-3.5300 c. Gatherings for Prayelsee rwW-5.0204)
W-3.5400 d. Services for Wholenegsee rwW-5.0203)
W-3.5500 e. Services for Evangelisifsee rwW-5.0302)

W-3.5600 f. Program and Mission Interpretation(see rw-
5.0102)

W-3.5700 g. Special Groups in the Local Congregatia(see
rw-5.0204)

W-3.6100 a. Councilgsee rW-5.0205)

W-3.6200 b. Retreats, Camps, Conferences, and Spaci
Gatherings (see r'»-5.0204

Chapter Four: Pastoral and Occasional Serviceg

W-4.0000 ORDERING WORSHIP FOR SPECIAL
PURPOSES

W-4.01: Pastoral and Occasional Services

W-4.0101: Flowing from Baptism

As a sign and seal of God'’s gracious action and
grateful response, Baptism is the foundation fbr
Christian commitment. The following pastoral an
occasional services are all rooted in the baptism
covenant and flow from the promises of Baptisn
Such occasions may be appropriately celebrateq

Revision adapts this paragraph to demonstrate tlcabsions
dpypastoral ministry flow from the sacrament of Bam;
aj;lccordingly, revision introduces each section tlodlbws with
In Baptism ...” to underscore the connection between
Ci)aptism and pastoral rites

a\Il\l-4.1001: Services for Special Occasions and Pegos
 There are special occasions and transitions itifthef the
) congregation and the lives of its members which are
pappropriately recognized in worship. Many of thase

following the proclamation of the Word during th
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Service for the Lord’s Day, or may be recogni ordinarily celebrated at particular points in trenfice for the
in other services of public worship. They are Lord’s Day. Others may be celebrated in the Serfacéhe

" , . Lord’s Day or in other regularly scheduled serviocei a
fittingly led from the church’s baptismal font or service especially appointed for the occasion. pezl
pool. recognitions should be included in the ServicethierLord’s
Day when they would diminish the importance of regthe
Word and celebrating the Sacraments in joyful etqim of
encountering the risen Lord. (W-1.3011)
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W-4.02: Reaffirmation of the Baptismal
Covenant

W-4.0201: Nurturing the Baptized

In Baptism each Christian is set free from sin,
marked as Christ's own, sealed by the Holy Spir
made a member of the church, welcomed to the
Lord’s Supper, and set apart for a life of servite,
is the responsibility of the whole congregation,
particularly exercised through the session, to
nurture those who are baptized as they grow in
faith and seek to respond to Christ’s call to

discipleship. When a person is baptized as antn
or child, the session should equip and support th

parent(s) or guardian(s) in this endeavor. When

person is baptized as an adolescent or adult, the

session should provide ongoing opportunities fo
Christian formation and instruction.

W-4.2001: Baptism and Membership

In Baptism a person is sealed by the Holy Spinitely identity
as a member of the church, welcomed to the Lordlsd, and
set apart for a life of Christian service. (W-3.3603608; W-
3.5504) These aspects of Baptism are given fugkjression
in worship through welcoming the baptized to thed'®
Table, confirming and commissioning, and receiviegr
members. (W-6.2001) These occasions are ordinansgrved
in the Service for the Lord’s Day in respondinghe Word.
(W-3.3502)

It
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W-4.0202: Welcoming to the Table
When children who have been baptized begin tq

express a desire to receive the Lord’s Supper, the

session should provide an occasion to welcome
them to the table in public worship. Their
introduction to the Lord’s Supper should include
ongoing instruction or formation in the meaning
and mystery of the sacraments.

W-4.2002: Welcoming to the Lord’s Table

It is the responsibility of the whole congregatiparticularly
exercised through the session, to nurture thoseamho
aptized to respond to the invitation to the Lor@igpper.
When a person is baptized as a child, the seskadhegjuip
and support the parent(s) or those exercising fperen
responsibility for their task of nurturing the ahfior receiving
the Lord’s Supper. (W-2.3012) When the child begins
express a desire to receive this Sacrament, tseseshould
take note of this and provide an occasion for reitmm and
welcome.

W-4.0203: Public Prdessior

When those who have been baptized as children H¢

ready to make a public profession of faith and
accept the responsibility of life in the church
(sometimes called “confirmation”), the session
should provide an opportunity for them to do so.
They are to be instructed in the faith, examined
the session, received as active members, and
presented to the congregation in public worship.
this time, they reaffirm the vows of Baptism by
renouncing evil and affirming their reliance on
God's grace, professing their faith in Jesus Chrig
as Lord and Savior, and declaring their intent to
participate actively and responsibly in the worsh
life, governance, and mission of the church. On
such occasions, it is fitting for all worshipers to
reaffirm the baptismal covenant. (G-1.04, G-3.02

W-4.2003: Confirming and Commissioning

church nurtures those baptized as childrercafisithem

to make public their personal profession of faitll ¢heir

acceptance of responsibility in the life of the &iu When

these persons are ready, they shall be examindtklgession.

(G-3.0201c) After the session has received theattge

members they shall be presented to the congregdtiong a
ervice of public worship. In that service the dfushall
onfirm them in their baptismal identity. They dhakffirm

the vows taken at Baptism by

At a. professing their faith in Jesus Christ aglland Savior,

b. renouncing evil and affirming their reli@hon God’s

grace,

Kt c. declaring their intention to participateiaely and

Presponsibly in the worship and mission of the chufav-

3.3603)

p They are commissioned for full participationthe mission
and governance of the church, and are welcomeléy t
congregation. (W-3.3502; W-3.36023608; W-3.3701)

’)

0

W-4.0204: New Member

The congregation receives new members by
transfer of certificate or by reaffirmation of fait
After they are examined and received by the
session, new members should be welcomed in
worship. It is appropriate for them to reaffirm the
commitments made in Baptism, profess their fait

W-4.2004: Reception of Other Members
The service for the reception of members into ayoegation
by transfer of certificate or by reaffirmation a@ifith is an
occasion to recall one’s earlier Baptism, profassibfaith,
and commitment to discipleship. After examinationl a
reception by the session, these new members shall b
recognized at a regularly scheduled service ofiputarship.
h(W-3.3502) It is appropriate for them to reaffirhet
commitments made at Baptism, to make public adegir t
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in Jesus Christ, and declare their inter
participate actively and responsibly in the worsh
life, governance, and mission of the church. On
such occasions, it is fitting for all worshipers to
reaffirm the baptismal covenant.

profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and@asgnd to

Ijexpress their intention to participate activelyhie worship
and mission of the church. (W-3.3602) They are wmled
into the life of the congregation and are commissibfor
service as members.

W-4.2005: Reaffirmation by All

On each occasion when people entering memberslaip in
particular church make public their professionaiftf, it is
appropriate for all baptized worshipers formally¢affirm the
commitments made at Baptism.
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W-4.0205: Renewal and Fresh Commitment
In the lives of believers and in congregationa lif
there are special occasions of awakening, reney

W-4.2006: Renewal and Fresh Commitment
In the life of a believer there are times of spleaw@akening,
renewal, and fresh commitment which call for public

v pression, recognition, and celebration. Peoptelshbe

or commitment; these are appropriately celebrategh

through the reaffirmation of the baptismal
covenant. People should be encouraged to shar
these decisive moments and stirrings of the Spir
with the teaching elder and session, so that they,
may be acknowledged and affirmed in public
worship.

€€hcouraged to share with the teaching elder (swéthdthe

session these decisive moments and stirrings dfitie Spirit.
elt may often be appropriate for people to make jouthis
sense of deepened commitment in a service of wmrahid for
the church to acknowledge it with prayer and thgsg.
(W-3.3502; W-3.3701)

W-4.2007: Enacting Welcome and Recognition
In all these services the welcoming, recognizing,
commissioning, and acknowledging should be expdesse
actions as well as in words. Appropriate actiony malude

a. sharing the peace of Christ,

b. offering hands in welcome,

C. anointing,

d. embracing,

and other acts of recognition and celebratmmmon to the
culture(s) of the participants.

—

W-4.03: Commissioning for Service

W-4.3000 3. Commissioning for Specific Acts of
Discipleship

W-4.0301: Acts of Christian Servic

In Baptism each Christian is called to discipleshi
and sent in service to the world. God also calls
people to particular acts of service in the church
and world: within the congregation, as teachers,
trustees, musicians, or committee members; on
behalf of the congregation, through its ministry if
the local community; in the larger church, throug
service on denominational and ecumenical
councils; and beyond the church, cooperating w
others who work for compassion, justice, and
reconciliation. These kinds of vocation are
appropriately confirmed in the Service for the
Lord’s Day, either as a response to the
proclamation of the Word or as an act of sending
They may also be recognized in other services ¢
worship.

W-4.3001: Recognizing Discipleship
pIn the life of the Christian community God callopée to
particular acts of discipleship to use their peadaifts for
service in the Church and in the world. These $jgetts may
be strengthened and confirmed by formal recognition
worship.

W-4.3002: Forms of Discipleship
N Discipleship may be expressed
h a.inthe local church through service sucteasher in the
church school, trustee, member of the choir, office church
tﬁrganization, or adviser or helper with variousrchugroups;
b. on behalf of the local church through itgistry in and
to the community;

c. in the larger church as people serve imihmstries of
presbytery, synod, and the General Assembly, and of
ecumenical agencies and councils;

d. beyond the church cooperating with all wiak for
J-compassion and reconciliation. (W-7.360€000)

—

W-4.3003: Recognition and Commissioning

Recognition and commissioning of people calledutthsacts
of discipleship may occur in the Service for thed’s Day as
a response to the proclamation of the Word (W-30380 as a
bearing and following of the Word into the worliV{3.3700)
Recognizing and commissioning for specific acts of
discipleship may also occur in services of worgiipvided for
this purpose or in other appropriate services. (8430; W-
3.5300; W-3.5600)

W-4.04: Ordination, Installation, and
Commissioning

W-4.4000 4. Ordination, Installation, and Commissiaing

W-4.0401: Called to Ministry

In Baptism each Christian is called to ministry in
Christ’'s name. God calls some persons to serve
congregations in particular ways. In ordination th
church sets apart with prayer and the laying on
hands those who have been called by God throd
the voice of the church to serve as deacons, ruli

W-4.4001: Ordination and Installation

a. In ordination the church sets apart with prayet the laying
-on of hands those who have been called throughiatieoy

e church to serve as deacons, ruling elderstezaating
&lders. (W-2.1005) In installation the church sgtart with
Dfprayer those previously ordained as deacons, relibgrs, and
gpﬁching elders, and called anew to service inrtfiaistry.

ng
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elders, and teaching elders installation the
church sets in place with prayer those who have|
been previously ordained as deacons, ruling eldgrs,
and teaching elders, and are now called anew tg
service in that ministry. In commissioning the
church recognizes other forms of ministry in the
church: ruling elders called to pastoral service,
certified Christian educators, and other certified
persons.
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W-4.0402: Setting for the Service
Ordination, installation, and commissioning may

take place during the Service for the Lord’s Day ag

a response to the proclamation of the Word.
Ordination, installation, and commissioning may
also take place in a special service that focuses
Jesus Christ, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the
mission and ministry of the church, and which
includes the proclamation of the Word and
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The ordination
and/or installation of a teaching elder should tak|
place at a time that enables substantial participg
from the presbytery.

W-4.4002: Setting of the Service

The service of ordination and installation, or cossioning,

may take place during the Service for the Lord'y Ba a

sponse to the proclamation of the Word. (W-3.3503
Ordination and installation, or commissioning, nadso take
place in a special service that focuses upon Jesrist and

ghe mission and ministry of the church and whidatiudes the
proclamation of the Word. The service of instatlatof a
pastor or associate pastor shall be conducted@t\eenient
time to enable the substantial participation ofgithesbytery.

~ (D

W-4.0403: Order of Worship

A service of ordination, installation, or
commissioning should focus on Christ and the jq
and responsibility of serving him through the

mission and ministry of the church. Following the

sermon, a teaching elder briefly states the natur
the ministry to which persons are being ordaineg

installed, or commissioned. Those who are being

ordained, installed, or commissioned gather at tk
baptismal font. The moderator of the appropriate
council (session for deacons, ruling elders,
educators, and other certified persons; presbyte
for teaching elders and ruling elders commission
to pastoral service) asks them the constitutional
guestions, using the forms provided in tB@ok of
Order. A ruling elder asks the corresponding
guestions of the congregation. When all questio
have been answered in the affirmative, those to
ordained will kneel, if able, for the laying on of

hands and the prayer of ordination. (The presbytef

commission lays on hands at the ordination of
teaching elders; its moderator may invite other
teaching elders and ruling elders to participate.
Members of the session lay on hands at the
ordination of ruling elders and deacons; the ses
may invite other ruling elders and teaching elder
to participate.) Those previously ordained will
stand, if able, along with the congregation, fa th
prayer of installation. After this, the moderator
makes the declaration of ordination, installatian,
commissioning. Members of the session or
presbytery welcome the newly ordained, installe
or commissioned person(s). In the case of the
installation of a teaching elder, persons may be
invited to charge the teaching elder and
congregation to faithfulness in ministry and
mutuality in relationship. When a teaching elder
ordained or installed, it is appropriate for that

[W-4.4001]: Service of Ordination, Installation, and

Commissioning

b. The service of ordination and installation for ruling elders,
Veacons, or teaching elders, and for the commissioning of ruling
elders to pastoral service, certified Christian educators, and
other certified persons, shall focus upon Christ and the joy and
I responsibility of serving him through the mission and ministry of
pthe church, and shall include a sermon appropriate to the
i occasion. The teaching elder presiding shall state briefly the

’nature of the ministry.

ugievision streamlines, simplifies order of worshmgl @roposes
festoring the Constitutional Questions for Ordiruatj
Installation, and Commissioning (W-4.4003) to thgevious
place in the Form of Government:

IYv-4.4003: Constitutional Questions for Ordination,

G#ktallation, and Commissioning
The moderator of the council of those to be orddimestalled,
or commissioned shall ask them to stand beforédldy of
membership and to answer the following questions:

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savioknawledge
im Lord of all and Head of the Church, and throbgh
lieve in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old lded/
taments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the uniqué an

adthoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Churralrersal,

and God’s Word to you?

c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt thergsddenets of
the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessibasr
church as authentic and reliable expositions oftv@taipture

ads us to believe and do, and will you be insédiand led
y those confessions as you lead the people of God?

d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedienct® Jesus
Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and betcwally
guided by our confessions?

e. Will you be governed by our church’s pgliyd will
you abide by its discipline? Will you be a frienti@ng your
colleagues in ministry, working with them, subjerthe
ordering of God’'s Word and Spirit?

d, f. Will you in your own life seek to follow éhLord Jesus
Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the regbation of
the world?

g. Do you promise to further the peace, urtd purity of

the church?

h. Will you pray for and seek to serve thegleavith
isnergy, intelligence, imagination, and love?

i. (1) (For ruling elder) Will you be a faitlifruling elder,

5
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person to preside at the Lord’s Suppeihe same

service; she or he will also give the blessindnat t
conclusion of the service. When ruling elders or
deacons are ordained or installed, it is approprig
for one or more of them to give the charge.

watching over the people, providing for their wapsmurture,
and service? Will you share in government and plise,
serving in councils of the church, and in your rsinj will you
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

(2) (For deacon) Will you be a faithful deacteaching
charity, urging concern, and directing the peophelp to the
friendless and those in need, and in your ministtyyou try
to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

(3) (For teaching elder) Will you be a faithfeaching
elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and Saerdm
teaching faith and caring for people? Will you loéee in
government and discipline, serving in the coundfilthe
church; and in your ministry will you try to shoiet love and
justice of Jesus Christ?

(4) (For ruling elder commissioned to partaypastoral
service) Will you be a faithful ruling elder in héommission,
serving the people by proclaiming the good neves;hing
faith and caring for the people, and in your miyistill you
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

(5) (For certified Christian educator) Willyde a faithful
certified Christian educator, teaching faith andnzafor
people, and will you in your ministry try to shotetlove and
justice of Jesus Christ?

W-4.4004: Ordination or Installation of Ruling Etdeor
Deacons

At the service of ordination or installation ofing elders and
deacons:

t

Questions to Congregation
a. The ruling elders- and deacons-elect having arein the
affirmative, a ruling elder shall stand with theefdre the
congregation and shall ask the congregation to entve
following questions:

(1) Do we, the members of the church, acaegings)

as ruling elders or deacons, chos&oly

through the voice of this congregation to leadruthe way of
Jesus Christ?

(2) Do we agree to pray for them, to encouthgen, to
respect their decisions, and to follow as they guig, serving
Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?

Prayer and Laying on of Hands

b. The members of the church having answered tesgtions
in the affirmative, those to be ordained shall kniéable, for
prayer and the laying on of hands by the sessibas&
previously ordained ordinarily shall stand, alonighvthe
congregation, if able, for the prayer of instatlati The session
may invite other ruling elders and teaching eldersarticipate
in the laying on of hands.

Statement

c¢. The moderator shall say to those who have teaa b
ordained and installed: You are now ruling elderd deacons
in the Church of Jesus Christ and for this congrega
Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everythinthexname
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Fatw@ugh
him. Amen.

Session Welcomes

d. Then the members of the session, and otheragde
appropriate, shall welcome the newly ordained asthiled, or
newly installed, ruling elders and deacons intartfelowship

in ministry.

5
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Congregation Greets

e. After the service, it is appropriate for the rbemns of the
congregation to greet their new ruling elders asacdns,
showing affection and support.

W-4.4005: Ordination of Teaching Elder
At the service of ordination to the ministry of téord and
Sacrament

Ordination Questions

a. The presbytery shall utilize the ordination dioes laid out
at W-4.4003, using these words for Question i {@jJ! you be
a faithful teaching elder, proclaiming the good séwWord
and Sacrament, teaching faith and caring for p&oglél you
be active in government and discipline, servinthcouncils
of the church; and in your ministry will you try shiow the
love and justice of Jesus Christ?

Prayer and Laying on of Hands

b. The candidate, having answered the questiotiein
affirmative, shall kneel, if able, and the presbyter
presbytery commission, shall, with prayer and #yénlg on of
hands, ordain the candidate to the ministry ofwerd and
Sacrament. The member presiding shall then say:
(Name) , you are now ordained a
teaching elder in the church of Jesus Christ. Wiesitgou do,
in word or deed, do everything in the name of thedLJesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him. Amen.

Presbytery Welcomes

c. Then the members of the presbytery, and otlsensay be
appropriate, shall welcome the new teaching eluterthe
ministry of the Word and Sacrament. At the condosif the
ordination service, the new teaching elder may nsakaef
statement and shall pronounce the benediction.

W-4.4006: Installation of Teaching Elder

Every Christian is called by God to serve the chuhowever,
God calls some persons to serve the church incpatiand
specific ways in congregations. When the congregathe
presbytery, and the teaching elder (or candidete all
concurred in a call to a permanent or designatstbpal
position, the presbytery shall complete the calcpss by
organizing and conducting the service of instailati
Installation is an act of the presbytery estabtigithe pastoral
relationship. A commission may be appointed tdfarcthe
presbytery.

Installation Service

a. On the day designated for the installation pifesbytery or
commission appointed for this purpose shall convarteshall
call the congregation gathered to worship. Theisershall
have the same focus and form as the service afiatidn and
the person being installed shall be asked to andweer
questions asked at the time of ordination.

Questions for Congregation
b. Following the affirmative answers to the questsiasked of
the person being installed, a ruling elder shaléftne
congregation along with the pastor-elect (assogagtor-
elect) and shall ask them to answer the followingstions:

(1) Do we, the members of the church, acddpti(e)

as our pastor (associate pastor), chgséod

through the voice of this congregation to guidénuthe way o
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Jesus Christ?

(2) Do we agree to pray for him (her), to amege him
(her), to respect his (her) decisions, and to olés he (she)
guides us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is ldétite
Church?

(3) Do we promise to pay him (her) fairly gomdvide for
his (her) welfare as he (she) works among us;aiedsby him
(her) in trouble and share his (her) joys? Willligten to the
word he (she) preaches, welcome his (her) pastaral and
honor his (her) authority as he (she) seeks tothand obey
Jesus Christ our Lord?

Installation of Teaching Elder
c. The members of the congregation having answtbesk
questions in the affirmative,

(1) a candidate being ordained and instaltedl &neel, if
able, and the presbytery shall, with prayer andakhiag on of
hands, ordain the candidate to the ministry ofwherd and
Sacrament and install him or her in the particp&storal
responsibility.

(2) a teaching elder , previously ordainedpwghbeing
installed ordinarily shall stand, if able, for thaging on of
hands and the prayer of installation.

Statement to Teaching Elder
d. The member presiding shall then say:

(1) (For one being ordained and installed)r{idpa
, You are now a teaching eldérein t
Church of Jesus Christ and for this congregatiohat&ver
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the nafihe Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Aimen.

(2) (For a teaching elder previously ordaingtgme)
, Yyou are now a teaching eldendrfar
this congregation. Whatever you do, in word or deled
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, givirepks to God
the Father through him. Amen.

Welcome

e. Then the members of the presbytery, and otlsensag be
appropriate, shall welcome the newly ordained asthiled or
newly installed teaching elder into their fellowsln the
ministry of the Word and Sacrament.

Charge

f. Persons invited by the presbytery may then pivef
charges to the pastor (associate pastor) and wotigregation
to be faithful in their relationship and in thedciprocal
responsibilities.

Benediction

g. At the conclusion of the service, the newlyatist teaching
elder may make a brief statement and shall pror®the
benediction.
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W-4.05: Marking Transitions

W-4.5000 5. Transitions in Ministry

W-4.0501: God's Constant Grace
In Baptism each Christian is assured of God’s

constant grace and sustaining care through every,

transition, season, trial, and celebration of life.

Services on occasions of transitions in ministry
bear witness to this grace, and allow worshipers
express their thanksgiving, support, or concern.

W-4.5001: Recognition of Transition
When those especially commissioned for specifis att
discipleship; those ordained as deacons, rulingre]ar

teaching elders; or others serving in the churcitieme a
period of ministry, it is appropriate for the coagation and
others associated with the ministry to recognioséhpersons’

tgifts and service.

W-4.5002: Form of Recognition

This recognition may be given in the Service fa thord’s
Day as a part of responding to the Word (W-3.3503)f
bearing and following the Word into the world (W3301), or
in another appointed service of worship. The sermiay
include expressions of commendation and gratitodéie
persons’ ministry, and should include prayers ah#tsgiving
and intercession on their behalf as they makethisition in
their ministry.

W-4.0502: Departing Member:
When members leave a congregation, we rejoic
gifts of their presence among us, acknowledge t

)

h

Revision incorporates this section from chapteeénof the
Grrent directory:

®/-3.3504: Acts of Recognition

sense of loss that will come with their absencd,
celebrate our ongoing relationship in Christ thitoy
the baptism we share. The recognition of depart
members appropriately takes place in the conte
the Service for the Lord’s Day, either as a respo
to the proclamation of the Word or as an act of
sending. The service should include prayers of
thanksgiving and intercession for those member|
who are departing: that they may remain in the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
the communion of the Holy Spirit.

A

n

19
n'g:{ividuals and in the life of the community,

t of

ﬁ is appropriate as a response to the Word to recognize and
give thanks for life and life’s transitions,
(a) commemorating significant events in the lives of

b) celebrating reunions and bidding farewell,
¢) noting and remembering the lives of those who have died.
8Cf. W-4.5000; W-4.7000; W-4.8000)

an

W-4.0503: Conclusion of Ministry
It is appropriate to recognize the conclusion of a
period of ministry, giving thanks for the gifts and
service of particular persons—whether through
ordered ministry, as deacons, ruling elders, or
teaching elders; in specific acts of discipleshbip;
in other forms of service to the church or in the
world. This recognition may take place in the
context of the Service for the Lord’s Day, eithsr
a response to the proclamation of the Word or as
act of sending, or in other services of worshipe Th
service should include prayers of thanksgiving an
intercession for those concluding their ministries.
Other significant honors or accomplishments md
also be celebrated in worship, provided that this
occurs in the spirit of giving glory to God.

oL

y

W-4.7000 7. Recognition of Service to the Community

W-4.7001: Recognition of Service

Service given to the community beyond the particolassion
of the church may be appropriately recognized as an
expression of Christian discipleship with prayed an
thanksgiving at a suitable time in an occasion ofship.
Significant accomplishments in the lives of Cheas or
honors and other forms of recognition receivedhant may
also be occasions for such celebration with themonity of
faith.

an

d

W-4.0504: Censure and Restoration

The church administers discipline as an express
of the authority of Christ, for the sake of the
welfare of the church, and toward the goal of
redemption and reconciliation, by God'’s grace.
Forms for censure and restoration are provided

W-4.6000 6. Censure and Restoration

IQf1-4.6001: Censure and Restoration

Forms for censure and for restoration are set farthe
Rules of Discipline in this Book of Order. (D-1202 D-
12.0103; D-12.0104; D-12.0105; D-12.0202; D-12.0263
using these forms, care should be taken that thespbken

"ind enacted in the spirit of pastoral concern aritié context
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the Fules of Discipline of thiBook of Orde. (D- | of worship within the appropriate community.
12.01, D-12.02) These occasions should be
observed in the spirit of deep prayer and pastoral
concern, and in the context of worship within the
appropriate community or council of the church.
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W-4.06: The Covenant of Marriage

W-4.9000 9. Marriage

W-4.0601: Christian Marriage
[In Baptism each Christian is claimed in the
covenant of God’s faithful love. ...]

Because of current debates about this sectio
the constitution, and the fact that this issue bl

considered as a separate item of business at the

General Assembly, the proposed revision makes no

changes to the section on marriage in the currer|

Directory for Worship (W-4.9000).

—

W-4.07: Death and Resurrectio

W-4.0701: Witness to the Resurrectic

In Baptism each Christian shares in Christ’s dyin
and rising, and receives the promise of eternal g

abundant life in him. In the face of death,

W-4.10001: Christians and Death
The resurrection is a central doctrine of the Qianisfaith and
%ﬁ;apes Christians’ attitudes and responses tovtre ef
ath. Death brings loss, sorrow, and grief tolalthe face of
death Christians affirm with tears and joy the hopthe

Christians affirm with tears and joy the good newsospel. Christians do not bear bereavement intisalaut are
of the gospel and the hope of the resurrection. \Wgustained by the power of the Spirit and the conityur

do not grieve in isolation, but are sustained gy tH

faith. The church offers a ministry of love and bdp all who
grieve. (W-6.3006)

power of the Holy Spirit and the community of
faith.

W-4.0702: Preparing for Death

W-4.10002: Planning Arrangements

The session should encourage members to discluBecause it is difficult under emotional stress lanpwisely, the

and make necessary arrangements for the time
death. Such arrangements should include plans

worship and decisions about burial, cremation, @

medical donation. These plans should express

simplicity and dignity, bear witness to resurreuatig

hope, and convey the centrality of Christian
community. The session is responsible for
establishing general policies concerning service
the occasion of death.

ession should encourage members to discuss améhpla
ClLgvance the arrangements which will be necessdhedime
f@f death, including decisions about the Christiptiams of
rburial, cremation, or donation for medical purpodéwese
plans should provide for arrangements which ar@km
which bear witness to resurrection hope, and irchvttie
Christian community is central. The session isoasble for
establishing general policies concerning the olzs®® of
services on the occasion of death. (W-1.4004)
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W-4.0703: Setting for the Service
The service of witness to the resurrection is bes

held in the congregation’s usual place of worship

demonstrating continuity with the community’s
faith, life, and hope. When there are important
reasons not to hold the service in the usual pific
worship, it may be held in another place, such a
home, funeral home, crematorium, or graveside
may be observed on any day, and may, with the
approval of the session, occur as a part of the

Service for the Lord’s Day. The service may take
place before or after the committal of the bodye Th

service is under the direction of the teachingreld
of the congregation in which it is held. Others m

be invited to share in leadership at the discretibr

the teaching elder.

W-4.10003: Setting of the Service

The service on the occasion of death ordinarilyuhbe held
in the usual place of worship in order to join thésvice to the
‘community’s continuing life and witness to the neeation.
The service shall be under the direction of theqra®thers
may be invited to participate as leaders in theiserat the
~discretion of the pastor. This service may be olexbon any
gy. A request to observe such a service as aptre Lord’s

Ur— T

ay service or to celebrate the Lord’s Supper partof a
ervice on the occasion of death requires the &ppob the
session.

D
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W-4.0704: Order of Worship
The service begins with sentences of Scripture,

bearing witness to the resurrection and the living

W-4.10004: Form and Order

The service begins with scriptural sentences.dpjsropriate
for worshipers to sing hymns, psalms, spirituatsgritual
songs which affirm God’s power over death, a béfighe
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hope we have in Christ. Worshipers may ¢

hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs that affirm ouf

faith in the resurrection, everlasting life, and th
communion of saints. The act of confession and
pardon should be included as an opportunity for
healing and reconciliation. Scripture is read dred
Word is proclaimed, expressing our trust in the
risen Lord; an affirmation of faith may follow.
Prayer is offered: giving thanks to God for life in
Christ, the promise of the gospel, the life and
witness of the one who has died, the comfort of

Holy Spirit, and the presence of the community ¢

faith; making intercessions for those who grieve
those who minister to the bereaved, and all who
suffer loss; and asking for faith and grace in this

time of loss. The Lord’s Supper may be celebrat

with the approval of the session. The service en

by commending the one who has died to the car

the eternal God, and sending the people forth w
God's blessing.

In order that God will be the focus of the
service, ordinarily the casket (if present) is eltis

if open, it should be closed at the conclusiorhef {

service, and remain closed. The casket may be
covered with a pall, suggesting the image of bei

clothed with Christ in Baptism. If using a paschal
candle is part of the practice of the congregatiton

may be placed near the casket. Music should di

attention to God and express the faith of the dhuy
Flowers and other decorations should reflect the

integrity and simplicity of Christian life. The
service may include other actions common to th
community of faith and its cultural context,

provided that these actions do not distract froen 1
Christian understanding of death and resurrectid

Fraternal, civic, or military rites should be
conducted separately.

resurrection to life everlasting, and the assurarficke
N ommunion of the saints. Scripture shall be rea&ranon or
other exposition of the Word may be proclaimed; an
affirmation of faith may be made by the people. éap of the
life of the one who has died may be recalled. Reagkall be
offered, giving thanks to God

(1) for life in Jesus Christ and the promi§¢he gospel,

(2) for the gift of the life of the one whoshdied,

(3) for the comfort of the Holy Spirit,

(4) for the community of faith;
making intercessions

(5) for family members and loved ones who\gtije
the (6) for those who minister to and supporttikesaved,
(7) for all who suffer loss;
ng supplications
(8) for faith and grace for all who are praseoncluding
with the Lord’s Prayer.

The service ends by commending the one whaliedsto

e care of the eternal God and sending the péoritewith a
énediction.

t
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eve#.10005: Alternatives and Options
tAhis service may be observed before or after tmengittal of
the body. In order that attention in the servicelioected to
God, when a casket is present it ordinarily is etbdt may be
covered with a funeral pall. The service may inelother
actions common to the community of faith and itkures
when these actions do not detract from or dimittigh
Christian understanding of death and resurrecfibe.service
hall be complete in itself, and any fraternaligior military
tes should be conducted separately. When therargoortant
reasons not to hold the service in the usual pdéeeorship, it
, may be held in another suitable place such as &haruneral
dttme, a crematorium, or at graveside.

rc
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W-4.0705: Committal

The committal is to be conducted with simplicity
dignity, and brevity. The family and friends of thg¢
one who has died, along with members of the
congregation, gather at the graveside or
crematorium. The service includes readings fron
Scripture, prayers, words of committal, and a
blessing. It should reflect the reality of death,
express our trust in God to receive the one who
died, and bear witness to our resurrection hope.

W-4.10006: Service of Committal
Members and friends of the family of the one whs tied

, should gather at the graveside or crematorium fereice of
farewell, which is to be conducted with simplicidignity, and
brevity. The service includes readings from Scriptprayers,
words of committal, and a blessing, reflecting tbality of

n death, entrusting the one who has died to theafa@od, and
bearing witness to faith in the resurrection frdra tlead.

has

Chapter Five: Worship and Christian Life

W-5.01: Worship and Personal Life

W-5.0000 WORSHIP AND PERSONAL DISCIPLESHIP

W-5.0101: Personal Life
We respond to God'’s grace both in public worsh
and service and in personal acts of devotion and
discipleship. Personal life and public worship arg¢
deeply connected. Christian life springs from
Christian worship, where we find our identity as
believers and discover our calling as disciples.
Christian life flows back into worship as we prés
to God the prayers of our hearts and the offering
our lives.

In personal life we seek to live out our faith
through daily disciplines of prayer, other pracsice
of faith, household worship, and Christian
vocation. Our lives as Christians are shaped by
Word and empowered by the Spirit as we grow
more and more each day into the image of the L
Jesus Christ.

Revision introduces each of the sections in rW-8/@drship
iﬁ‘nd Personal Life, with the phrase “We respond @G

grace ...” to underscore the understanding of persona

discipleship as a response to God'’s initiative gifts
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[ W-5.1001: Personal and Communal Worship
Christians respond to God both in communal worsinig
service and in personal acts of worship and disslpp. The
life of the Christian flows from the worship of thkurch,

ewhere identity as a believer is confirmed and wioere is
gommissioned to a life of discipleship and of pesigesponse
to God. The believer's life of response and disshlp flows
into the church'’s life of worship and service. (\\Q05b; W-
2.1001)

W-5.1002: Worship and Life

Through worship people attend to the presence dfiGtheir
L. From a Christian’s life in the world comestheed for

worship; in worship one sees the world in lighGafd's grace;
ofgm worship come vision and power for living iretivorld.

W-5.1003: Worship and Ministry

The Word of God proclaimed and received in worstalbs
each believer to faithful discipleship in the worlfidom such
service the disciple turns to give thanks, to cesféo
intercede, and to hear Christ’s call anew. Thehmybf the
life of the believer moves from worship to ministfyjom
ministry to worship.

W-5.1004: Worship and Discipline

The life of a Christian is empowered by grace xisressed in
obedience, and is shaped by discipline. God hangig
means of grace the elements of worship to be uged b
households and by individuals as well as by corajiegs.
(W- 2.0000) The session should encourage peoplsddhe
disciplines described in this directory as exp@ssiof their
obedience and discipleship and as means for lizity
growing in the grace of God. (W-5.206006000)

W-5.0102: Daily Prayer

We respond to God’s grace through the gift of
prayer. The Christian life is one of constant pray
Prayer is a way of opening of ourselves to God,
who desires communication and communion wit
us. Prayer may take a variety of forms, including
conscious conversation with God; attentive and

W-5.2000 2. The Discipline of Daily Personal Worshi

W-5.2001: Daily Personal Worship

eDaily personal worship is a discipline for attergito God and
accepting God’s grace. The daily challenge of gisship

hrequires the daily nurture of worship. Daily peraloworship

~may occur in a gathered community of faith (W-13,00/-

+1.3012; W-3.4000), in households and families (Vk890), or
in private. Scripture, prayer, self-offering, aramamitments to
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expectant silere; meditation on Scripture; the L
of service books, devotional aids, and visual arts
and singing, dancing, labor, or physical exercise|
Prayer may also be expressed in action, through
public witness and protest, deeds of compassiol
and other forms of disciplined service.

The daily challenges of discipleship require
daily disciplines of prayer. Daily prayer is meé&mt
be a gracious gift from God, not a task or
obligation. It is an opportunity to draw inspiratio
and strength from one’s relationship with God in
Jesus Christ. It is a way of continually seeking th
gifts and guidance of the Holy Spirit for daily
living. Daily prayer is a practice to cultivate
throughout one’s life, and one that will bear muc|
fruit.

Structured services of daily prayer may odau
councils of the church, in the congregation, inlér
groups of believers, in households, or in private.
They offer us a way of joining Christ’'s ceaselesg

prayer with the church throughout the world. Such

services typically include: the singing or prayisfg
psalms; the reading of Scripture; and prayers of
thanksgiving and intercession, concluding with t
Lord’s Prayer. Services of daily prayer may take
place at appointed times throughout the day (su
as morning, midday, evening, and close of day)
may follow other patterns according to the
demands of daily life and the needs of the
individual or community. In the congregational
setting these services are to be authorized by th
session, but they may be led by any member of
church.

service are elements of daily personal worshiptiBapand
.the Lord’s Supper are by their nature communal poeparing
"for and remembering these Sacraments are impaontaiaily
* personal worship. An aspect of the discipline dfydaersonal
worship is finding the times and places where @arefocus on
1,God’s presence, hear God’s Word, and respond tés@pdce
in prayer, self-offering, and commitment to service

W-5.4000 4. Prayer in Personal Worship

W-5.4001: Prayer

Prayer is a conscious opening of the self to Gdd initiates
communion and communication with us. Prayer isivétg
and responding, speaking and listening, waitingastohg in
the presence of God. In prayer we respond to Gadanation,
in thanksgiving, in confession, in supplicationjntercession,
and in self-dedication. (W-2.1000)

hW-5.4002: Expressing Prayer
Prayer in personal worship may be expressed iowanivays.
One may engage in conscious conversation with @Gaiting
into words one’s joys and concerns, fears and hopesls and
n&nagings in life.

One may wait upon God in attentive and expec#ence.

One may meditate upon God’s gifts, God’s atjdgsod’s
Word, and God'’s character.

One may contemplate God, moving beyond wondss a
thoughts to communion of one’s spirit with the 8pif God.
One may draw near to God in solitude.

N One may pray in tongues as a personal andtpriv
%iscipline.

One may take on an individual discipline cheted prayer
Clhrough dance, physical exercise, music, or otRpressive
Ofctivity as a response to grace.

One may enact prayer as a public witness tirdeeping a
vigil, through deeds of social responsibility oofast, or
through symbolic acts of disciplined service.

One may take on the discipline of holding befGod the

epeople, transactions, and events of daily lifehimworld.
the One may enter into prayer covenants or engatiee
regular discipline of shared prayer.

The Christian is called to a life of constprayer, of
“prayer without ceasing.” (Rom. 12:12; 1 Thess7%:1

W-5.4003: Helps in Prayer
In exercising the discipline of prayer in persowalship one
may find help for shaping the form and contentré’s
prayers

a. in Scripture, especially the Lord’s Praged other
prayers, the psalms and other biblical songs;

b. in hymns, spirituals, and other songs;

c. in service books, prayer books, and worakdg;

d. in the heritages of prayer and devotiorresged in
literature and visual arts.

Such resources may also help one see theiogsasd
subjects of prayer, as may the daily news and thpmegram
interpretation materials and guides to personakhipr

L

Revision also incorporates these sections from whajpree of
the current directory:

W-3.4000 4. Service of Daily Prayer

W-3.4001: Daily Prayer
a. The Service of Daily Prayer is a service of public worship

5
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observed regularly throughout the week. (W-1.3012; W-3.2001)
This service may be offered in the morning, at midday, at the
end of the day, in the evening, or at night, in keeping with the
needs of the church and the community in which it ministers.

Word and Prayer
b. The service shall include the reading and hearing of the Word

and prayer.

W-3.4002: Scripture
Scripture lessons are read, and time observed for reflection and

meditation. An exposition of Scripture may be given. The Word
may be expressed in music, drama, or dance. Psalms and
canticles are especially appropriate to daily prayer because in
using them worshipers both express and respond to the Word.
(W-2.2000)

W-3.4003: Prayer

Prayers may be spoken, sung, enacted, and offered in silence.
Daily prayer affords a unique opportunity for silence and
meditation in community. Prayer in all its dimensions should be
offered with special attention to the public and personal
concerns of the community. (W-2.1000)

W-3.4004: Order

The Service of Daily Prayer should be ordered to move through
(1) praise,
(2) the reading and hearing of the Word,
(3) responding to the Word in meditation, prayer, and song,
(4) going forth in the name of Christ.

W-3.4005: Leadership
The service, authorized by the session, should be planned in

consultation with the pastor, and may be led by appropriately
prepared teaching elders, ruling elders, deacons, or other
members of the church.
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W-5.0103: Other Practices of Discipleship

We respond to God’s grace through other practi
of discipleship. God has given us a variety of wg
to pray: keeping sabbath, studying Scripture,
contemplation and action, fasting and feasting,
stewardship and self-offering. All of these praesi
are meant to help us attend to the presence and
action of God in our lives.

God calls us to keep one day in seven holy.
Since the earliest days of the church, Christians
have observed this commandment by gathering
public worship on the Lord’s Day (or Sunday). A
the first day of the week, this day shapes ouslivg
of discipleship. Therefore the Lord’s Day is a tim
for participation in public worship; engagement i
ministries of service, witness, and compassion;
activities of rest and recreation. Those who mus
work on Sunday should find other ways to keep
sabbath in the course of the week.

Through the Scriptures we hear the voice of
God and find meaning, direction, comfort, and
challenge for our lives. Regular, disciplined
engagement with the Bible may include: simply
reading the Word, praying with Scripture, studyir
commentaries, memaorizing key passages, and
putting the Word into action in our lives. One
should seek to read a wide range of Scripture,
always relying on the illumination of the Spirit.

The practices of fasting and feasting areentci
expressions of lament and celebration. The festi
and seasons of the Christian year provide rhythr
of fasting and feasting centered on the life ofi€h
and the events of salvation history. Events in the
life of the world, nation, community, or individal
may also call for acts of thanksgiving, sorrow,
penitence, or protest.

The disciplines of stewardship and self-offgri
are a grateful response to God'’s love for the wo
and self-giving in Jesus Christ. As Christians, w¢
are called to lives of simplicity, generosity,
hospitality, compassion, and care for creation.
Tithing is a primary example of Christian

stewardship and self-offering. We should be able

account for how we use our material goods,
spiritual gifts, and time in the service of God.

W-5.5000 5. Other Disciplines in Personal Worshiprad
~Escipleship

YRR/-5.5001; Disciplined Observance of The Lord’s Day
a. God has given means of grace beyond Scripture,
Sacraments, and prayer.

v b. Christians have received the Lord’s Day to bt kely to
the Lord. (W-1.3011, W-3.2001) It is the beginnafghe
believer's week and gives shape to the life ofigisship.
Disciplined observance of this day includes prejpamaof
one’s self for

(1) participation in public worship,

for @ engagement in ministries of witness, seryvand
compassion,

5 (3) activities that contribute to spiritualaeeation and rest

2 from daily occupation.

€ In observing this discipline, Christians whes®mk takes

hplace on Sunday should set aside another day eVel& for

ElILR?se observances.

I W-5.3000 3. Scripture in Personal Worship

W-5.3001: Scripture

Scripture is the record of God'’s self-revelation through which the
Holy Spirit speaks to bear witness to Jesus Christ and to give
authoritative direction for the life of faith. Personal worship
centers upon Scripture as one reads and listens for God’s Spirit
to speak. (W-2.2000)

W-5.3002: Uses of Scripture
]@ One may read Scripture for the guidance, support, comfort,
ncouragement, and challenge which the Word of God presents.

Study of Scripture

b. One may study the Scriptures to understand them in their
literary forms and in their historical and cultural contexts in order
to hear the Word of God more clearly and to obey more
faithfully.

?Fditate On
v . One may meditate upon the Word,

NS (1) committing passages of Scripture to memory,
r (2) recalling and reflecting upon the revelation of God,
\ forrﬁmgs) analyzing and comparing biblical themes, images, and
(4) finding touchpoints and exploring relationships between
Scripture and life,
(5) entering imaginatively into the world and events portrayed
in the Bible to participate in what God does and promises there,
(6) wrestling with the challenges and demands of the gospel,
Id (7) offering one’s self afresh for life in response to God.

h W-5.3003: Helps in Using Scripture

It is often helpful to keep a record of one’s insights and personal
responses to reading, studying, and meditating upon the Word,
or to share them with others. Writing paraphrases, summaries,
and brief reflections, making creative responses, and keeping
journals are all disciplines which assist in responding to the
 Wrord of God in Scripture. It is especially important in personal
worship to read widely in Scripture. Using lectionaries and
various translations and paraphrases is helpful in seeking to
hear the full message of God’s Word. (W-2.2004)

W-5.5002: Seasons

The seasons of the Christian year provide a rhythdchcontent
for personal worship and discipleship. (W-1.30133®002)
Special seasons, occasions, and transitions irs awe’ life
also inform personal worship and discipleship.

6
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W-5.5003: Disciplines of Fasting and Enacted Prayer
Christians observe special times and seasonséddatisiciplines
of fasting, keeping vigil, and other forms of eratprayer. It
is also appropriate to observe these disciplinesatime,
especially in preparation for specific acts of gitship or as
acts of penitence, reconciliation, peacemakingaspcotest,
and compassion.

W-5.5004: Christian Giving

Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitneed
discipleship. The ways in which a believer uses'&gilts of
material goods, personal abilities, and time shoefigct a
faithful response to God'’s self-giving in Jesusigtaind
Christ’s call to minister to and share with othierthe world.
Tithing is a primary expression of the Christiasdipline of
stewardship. (W-1.3030; W-2.5000)
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W-5.0104: Household Worship
We respond to God'’s grace in the context of
personal relationships. Christians who live toget
should worship together. Opportunities for
household or family worship include: sabbath-
keeping and rhythms of daily prayer; Bible readi
study, or memorization; prayers before meals;
singing hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs; and
expressions of giving, sharing, and service to
others. Given the complexities of contemporary
life, it is especially important to cultivate these
disciplines.

Household worship offers a valuable

ol

H

opportunity to remember and anticipate the Lord'$"

Day, studying appointed Scriptures and reflectin
on and preparing for the Sacraments of Baptism
and the Lord’s Supper. The seasons of the Chrig
year, such as Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Eas
provide further shape and meaning for househol
worship. Worship in the household setting shoul
include recognitions of birthdays, baptismal days,
and other significant anniversaries, and may alsp
reflect the cycles of nature, civic observanced, an
events in the local, national, and global spheres

Children come to know, trust, and worship G
by worshiping and praying with their parents or
guardians. Children may lead and participate in
household worship by singing and praying,
listening to and telling Bible stories, learning
catechisms, and serving and sharing with otherg
Parents and guardians should use these
opportunities to teach children the shape and
elements of the Service for the Lord’s Day, so th
they may be full and active participants in the
church'’s worship.

d
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&xample, by providing for household worship, and by
ddiscussion and instruction.

bd
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W-5.7000 7. Worship in Families and Households

W-5.7001: Household Worship

&hen Christians live together in a family or in@ukehold
they should observe times of worship together. Whisn
possible to worship together daily, households eregage in

a. table prayer, which may be accompaniechbyse of
gcripture and song;

b. morning and evening prayer;

c. Bible reading, study, reflection, and meixeation;

d. singing psalms, hymns, spirituals, and osioags;

e. expressions of giving and sharing.

Given the complexity of schedules and the isjmms
incurred in daily occupations, it is especially iongant to
cultivate the discipline of regular household wapshVhen
members of a household are not able to come tagkethe
orship, they may nevertheless observe a commandim
personal worship with common readings and prayecems.

W-5.7002: Children in Household Worship
parent(s) or the one(s) exercising parentplomesbility
uld teach their children about Christian wordhip

Children join in household worship

a. praying and singing,

b. listening to and telling Bible stories,

c. reading and memorizing,

d. leading and sharing,

e. enacting and responding.

Children should be taught appropriate elemefhigorship
used regularly in the Service for the Lord’s Da/-2.3012-
.3013; W-3.1004; W-3.3100; W-3.5202; W-6.2000)

W-5.7003: Special Occasions and Seasons
Household worship should reflect those occasiorspetial
recognition and celebration which occur in the tifehe

- church and in the lives of those in the housetBidhdays,

baptismal days, and other anniversaries are atoppiate
occasions for special observance. It is also inambin
ousehold worship to anticipate and remember thd't®@ay
nd the celebration of the Sacraments of Baptiirttaa
Lord’s Supper. Seasons of the Christian year peodidection
and content for household worship, with the seasbAslvent
and Lent and the celebration of Christmas and Ehsiag
particularly appropriate to observe in worship @uleholds.
Worship in this setting will also recognize the leyof seasons
in nature and the rhythm of community, nationat] arorld
life, as well as those events and needs which mivétievers
of their call to live as disciples of Jesus Chinsthe world.
(W-2.3014; W-3.2000; W-3.3600)

W-5.0105: Christian Vocation
We respond to God'’s grace through our Christian
vocation. In Baptism we offer our whole lives in
service to God, and are empowered by the Holy
Spirit with gifts for ministry in Jesus’ name.
Therefore we are called to honor and serve God
every aspect of our lives: in our work and play, i
our thought and action, and in our private and
public relationships. Such service and love is&n
of gratitude for God's grace. This has been a

[
R

W-5.6000 6. Christian Vocation

\W-5.6001: God'’s Call
God calls a people

a. to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and®avi

b. to follow Jesus Christ in obedient discipiip;

c. to use the gifts and abilities God has mjv®noring and
Ebrving God

(1) in personal life,

(2) in household and families,

a (3)in daily occupations,

(4) in community, nation, and the world.
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particularly important theme of the Reforrr
tradition: the life and work of every Christian can
and should give glory to God. As we honor and
serve God in our daily life and labor, we worship
God. Whatever our situation, we have opportuni
each day to bear witness to the power of God at
work within us. Therefore, for Christians, worshi
work, and witness cannot be separated.

W-5.6002: Our Response
A person responds to God’s call to faith in JeshEst
through Baptism and through life and worship in the
community of faith.
Persons respond to God'’s call to disciple#iiipugh the
tiesnistries of God’s people in and for the world.
Persons respond to God’s call to honor anges@iod in
every aspect of human life
' a.in their work and in their play,
b. in their thought and in their action,
c. in their private and in their public retatships.

W-5.6003: Worship and Work

God hallows daily life, and daily life provides appunity for
holy living. As Christians honor and serve God ailyllife,
they worship God. For Christians, work and worstapnot be

D

separated.
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W-5.02: Worship and the Church’s Ministry
within the Community of Faith

W-6.0000 WORSHIP AND MINISTRY WITHIN THE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH

W-5.0201: The Church’s Ministry within the
Community of Faith
God calls the church in the name of Jesus Chrig
mutual love and service. The church’s ministry g
worship are deeply connected. The church’s
ministry springs from its worship, where God
builds up the body of Christ through the giftsluoé t
Holy Spirit. The church’s ministry flows back inta
worship as we bring to God the celebrations and
concerns of the community of faith.
Within the church, we seek to love and serve
one another through the ministries of Christian
education and pastoral care, special gatherings
fellowship and prayer, and the activities of colsg
of the church. The church’s ministries are shape
and nourished by the Word and Sacraments, an
are to be carried out in the spirit of constanyera

Revision introduces each of the sections in rw-8/0@rship
and the Church’s Ministry within the Community @iith, with
¢ he phrase “God calls the church ...” to underscdre t
derstanding of the church’s ministry as a resgaiasGod’s
N&hll in Jesus Christ

W-6.1000 1. Mutual Ministries in the Church

W-6.1001: Responding to God in Ministries

In communal and personal worship God calls peapfeith
and discipleship. Those responding to this cakoff
themselves and the gifts which God has given tlebetused
in the life of the community of faith for ministseo the world
and to one another. (W-1.1000; W-5.1000; F-11039
1.0302a; F-1.0403)

fOK-6.1002: Mutual Ministries in the Church

sjMutual ministries to one another in the churchrepfrom and

e nourished by the Word proclaimed and heardhéy
Sacraments celebrated and received, and by préfgeedand

Oshared in worship.

W-6.1003: Nurture and Pastoral Care

Nurture and pastoral care are ways in which Claristi
minister to one another. The nurture of believerd their
children in the Christian community is a processrirfiging
them to full maturity in Jesus Christ. Pastorakdarthe
support which Christians offer one another in diiiing and
at times of need and of crisis in personal and conahlife.
Often nurture involves pastoral care and pastea turthers
Christian nurture.

W-5.0202: Christian Educatior
God calls the church to continue the teaching
ministry of Jesus Christ, guiding and nurturing o
another through all the seasons and transitions
life. In particular, the church offers opportungtie
for education and formation as members enter t
community of faith, discover Christian vocation,
and assume responsibility in the world. The
church’s primary standard and resource for
Christian nurture is the Word of God in Scripturg
bearing witness to Christ’s way of truth and life.

The central occasion for Christian nurturthis
Service for the Lord’s Day, where the Word is
proclaimed and the Sacraments are celebrated.
Beyond the process of Christian formation that
takes place in public worship, the words and
actions of the service can be a particularly falitf
source of study and reflection. Therefore all
members should be encouraged to be present a
participate in this assembly. Educational actisitig
should not be scheduled so as to prevent or
discourage participation in this service.

The educational ministries of the church are
rooted in the promises of Baptism, in which the

héhrough all of life and life’s transitions. The aleh offers

Revision reorganizes, streamlines, and simplifiesé¢ section
of the current directory:

N&/-6.2000 2. Christian Nurture

)KN-G.2001: Entering the Community
The Christian community provides nurture for itsmiers

nurture to those entering the community of faith,

a. preparing for Baptism,

b. including them in the life of the community

c. welcoming them to participate in its wopshnd to come

,to the Lord’s Table,

d. assisting them to claim their identity aidvers in Jesug
Christ,

e. equipping them to live as commissionedipliss in the
world. (W-2.3012; W-2.3013; W-4.2002; W-4.2003)

W-6.2002: Assuming Responsibility
The church offers nurture to people assuming resipity in
the world, assisting them
a. with self-discovery and world awareness,
b. with self-discipline and discipleship,
nd ¢ with developing commitment to moral andeghvalues,
d. with making informed choices about educatind
occupations,
e. with making wise commitments in personkdtrenships
and marriage.

W-6.2003: Living Out Vocation
As the church ministers to people who are discogeri

congregation pledges responsibility for Christian

D

Christian vocation, so it offers nurture to thodgovare living
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nurture. The session is responsible for
development and supervision of the church’s
educational programs, the instruction of ruling
elders and deacons, and the discipleship of all
members. The teaching elder contributes to the
nurture of the community through the ministries
Word and Sacrament, church school classes, th
gift of prayer, and by example. Trained Christian
educators bring special skills and expertise in
teaching to the church’s ministries of nurture ang
formation. The session should identify, encourag
and equip others who have gifts for Christian
education. The session should also support parg
and guardians in the nurture of their children. (G
2.02, G-2.03, G-2.05, G-3.02, G-2.11)

Church school gatherings offer opportuniti@s
worship, including singing, praying, and hearing
the Word. These gatherings may also include
occasions for self-offering and service. However
worship in the church school is not a substitute f
participation with the whole congregation in the
Service for the Lord’s Day.

The church provides other opportunities for
Christian nurture, including: seminary instruction

and continuing education; workshops on particulaf'

themes or topics; music programs and rehearsa
mission and program interpretation; meetings of
committees, boards, and councils; and retreats,
camps, and conferences.

out Christian vocation in public, active life. (WeBO0O0) It
guides and supports them in their discipleship
a. as ministers to one another in the commufifaith,
b. as stewards of material resources, timg talents,
c. as members of families, especially in tlo@mn role of
sharing the faith with others of their households,
of d. as responsible citizens,
L €.as servants of God for the world.

W-6.2004: Responding to Change

The church provides nurture to guide and suppapleeas
they continue their discipleship in circumstancisring new
limitations and new freedoms.

e,
W-6.2005: Providers of Nurture in the Church
In the service of Baptism the congregation, trgstimthe
er of the Holy Spirit, and on behalf of the wersal
- Church, pledges responsibility for Christian nuetuiv-
2.3013; W-3.3603) The session and the ruling eldess
f responsible for providing for the development anplesvision
of the educational program of the church, for igting ruling
elders and deacons, and for developing disciplestmipng
members. (G-2.0301; G-3.0201) The pastor nurtires t
, community through the ministries of Word and Sa@amby
opraying with and for the congregation, through farend
informal teaching, and by example. (G-2.0104; Ge@4)
Some in the community of faith whose special gftsl
training have prepared them for a ministry of ediocaare
called to the task of leadership in nurture. Teeshadvisers,
and others appointed by the session guide, instdtequip
ose for whose education and nurture they ar@nssiple.
S(,W-3.3503) Parents or those exercising parentgloresibility
dhare the faith of the church with children. (W&D3; W-
5.7000)

)
)

D
L

W-6.2006: Resources and Occasions for Nurture
The primary standard and resource for the nurttitee
church is the Word of God in Scripture. The cend@asion
for nurture in the church is the Service for thed’s Day,
when the Word is proclaimed and the Sacraments are
celebrated. All members of the community, from stde
youngest, are encouraged to be present and tcipaté.
Educational activities should not be scheduled tipievent
regular participation in this service. (W-3.1004) #nportant
and continuing context for Christian nurture is tioene,
where faith is shared through worship, teaching, @mmple.
The church provides other occasions for nurture

a. in the classes of the church school,

b. in other groups and fellowships organizadeducation
and nurture,

c. in groups and associations gathered foiceand
mission,

d. in committees, boards, and councils ,

e. in retreats, camps, and conferences.
The confessional documents of the church providéagee in
nurture. (F-2.00) Shape and content for study astfiction
are provided by the rich resources of the liturigicaltural,
and ethnic heritages of the church. Educationakrizds
developed for various approaches to Christian neiidoe
appropriate for use as approved by the sessio3.¢&31)

Revision also incorporates these sections from @hahpree of

the current directory:
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W-3.5200 b. Church School

W-3.5201: Church School

When several classes of the church school assemble together
for worship, there should be opportunity for prayer, singing, and
reading and hearing the Word. There may be occasions when
an offering of gifts is an appropriate expression of self-offering
and of relating to the world.

W-3.5202: Elements and Order
There should be regular opportunities for worship in each church
school class. Such worship may be less formal and more
spontaneous than in larger groups. Yet it should include prayer
and song that grow out of the consideration of the Word. It may
include acts and tokens of self-offering and commitment, which
may lead

(1) to requesting Baptism,

(2) to participating in the Lord’s Supper,

(3) to affirming the vows taken at Baptism.

Worship in the church school is not to be a substitute for
participation in the worship of the whole congregation on the
Lord’s Day. (W-3.1004; W-3.3201; W-6.2001)
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W-5.0203: Pastoral Care

God calls the church to continue the healing
ministry of Jesus Christ, caring for one another,
sharing joys and sorrows, providing support in
times of stress and need, and offering admonitiq
forgiveness, and reconciliation. Relying on Chsig
grace and the Spirit's gifts, the church seeks to
shepherd its members through times of danger ¢
death, illness and loss, crisis and celebration,
struggle and sin. In particular, these ministriew/f
from and are nourished by the Sacraments of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, signs and seals
our relationship in the body of Christ.

The worship of God in Christian community i
the foundation and context for the ministry of
pastoral care. Members draw on the resources (
worship in their care for one another, sharing the
grace and challenge of the Word, the gift and
calling of the Sacraments, the presence and poy
of God’s Spirit in prayer, and the fellowship and
comfort of the community of faith. They take the
resources with them, extending Christ’'s grace al
peace in homes, hospitals, hospices,
neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces.

All members are called to take part in the
ministry of pastoral care, visiting the sick,
supporting the weak, and comforting those who

mourn. Ruling elders, deacons, and teaching eldegs

have particular responsibility for the exercise of
pastoral care within the community of faith. Thos
with special gifts and appropriate training may b
called to the ministries of pastoral counseling or
chaplaincy. In certain circumstances, persons m
need to be referred to other qualified and
credentialed professionals to receive appropriaté
counseling and care. (G-2.02, G-2.03, G-2.05)

Services of wholeness and healing are one W
of enacting the church’s ministry of pastoral carg
The central element in these services is prayer,
calling upon God'’s saving grace or giving thankg
for healing received. A service of wholeness sha
include the proclamation of the Word, focusing @
the promise of abundant life in Christ. Prayer ma
be enacted through the laying on of hands and

anointing with oil, provided that these actions are

carefully introduced and interpreted: healing

always comes as a gift from God, not as a produyct

of human prayer. The Lord’s Supper is a fitting
way to seal the promise of wholeness proclaime
the Word. Services of wholeness are to be

of the current directory:
W-6.3000 3. Pastoral Care

W-6.3001: Pastoral Care
NThe Christian community offers pastoral care tavimbers in
ttheir personal and communal life. The church mayigie
different levels of this mutual ministry of care.

Avad-6.3002: Care by All Christians
All Christians are called to care for one anotimedaily living,
sharing joys and sorrows, supporting in times fsst and
need, offering mutual forgiveness and reconcilratibhis care
is primarily offered as the community of faith whiizs
Qf)gether. It is also provided as people interacommunity
and as they come together in groups for nurtute oarry on

5 ministries of the church. Ruling elders, deacons, gastors
are called to special responsibility for this conmpastoral

) care. (G-2.0501; G-2.0301; G-2.0201)

» W-6.3003: Pastoral Counseling

[ Some in the community of faith who have speciatsgiind
appropriate training are called in the church ®phrticular

V@inistry of pastoral counseling with individualsdawith
groups formed for this purpose.

P§-6.3004: Referral

Nth certain circumstances the ministry of pastosabanay call
for referral to teaching elders in specialized stiriés or others
qualified by credentials and faith-perspective tovide
appropriate counseling or therapy.

W-6.3005: Care in lliness

The church offers pastoral care to people in tleighneeds

and crises of their lives. When people are ill,i€ffans

pond with prayer, visits, and other acts whiqgbress love
and support for those who are sick and for theirsiebolds,
gheir families, and their friends. When ilinesgigical or is

L prolonged, those offering pastoral care will gipedal

" attention to the needs and stresses experienceddnyone
involved. Terminal iliness calls for particular eawhich

@Mediates trust in God, support in suffering, comfor
distress, and hope in the face of death.

F W-6.3006: Care at Death

When death comes, the church in its pastoral cangeidiately
affers the ministry of presence, of shared lossyzaid, of faith
» and hope in the power of the resurrection, anddihary acts
"of care and love. The church continues speciabpalstare

during

the time of grieving and adjusting. (W-4.10000)

LU\(/~l-6.3007: Carein Loss
"Yther occasions of loss in life, such as
1Y  a. the loss of power,
b. the fading away of a once-important refehup,
c. the departure of children from the home,
d. the loss of meaningful employment, meariasefihood,
or financial security,
e. the ending of a marriage in separationvarde, call for
pastoral care which provides opportunities to griaad offers
dnifactical help and support in the process of reheng
adjustment.

=

mY

authorized by the session and are under the

Revision reorganizes, streamlines, and simplifies¢ sections

b

W-6.3008: Care in Broken Relationships
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direction of the teaching elder, but should invc
leadership from ruling elders, deacons, and othe
with gifts for prayer. They may take on a regular
basis, as an occasional event, or as a part of the
Service for the Lord’s Day.

Services of acceptance and reconciliation
acknowledge the reality of sin and suffering and
seek the redeeming grace of God. They provide
appropriate way to acknowledge our involvemer
and responsibility in broken relationships anddir
social structures. The central element in these
services is confession and pardon, along with
appropriate signs of peace and reconciliation. T
should include readings from Scripture that reve
the grace of God, and may involve elements of
prayer, expressions of thanksgiving, and
enactments of commitment.

The church provides pastoral care which calls petpl
I,Eealing and seeks to support those caught up ihutts,

ostilities, and conflicts of daily living whichde to broken
relationships in families and households, in tHest and the
* workplace, in neighborhoods and communities, arttién
church. (W-4.8000)

W-6.3009: Care in Sin and Forgiveness

The call to healing in pastoral care involves theognition in
aach one’s life of the reality of sin, which is $aurce of all
thuman brokenness. The believing community annouthees
]fgood news of God whose love gives people grace

a. to confess their sin and complicity in eokess,

b. to repent, expressing sorrow and intertibochange,
c. to accept God's forgiveness and extendftingtveness
nég/another,
al d. to forgive the other and accept the othfargiveness,

e. to work toward reconciliation in brokenness

f. to trust the power of God to bring healargd peace. (W-
4.8000)

Receiving confession and declaring God'’s feegess,
calling for repentance and supporting in the stregoward
new life, encouraging people to forgive and receive
forgiveness, and mediating reconciliation are appate acts
of pastoral care.

W-6.3010: Care in the Transitions of Life

The church recognizes transitions which bring jogt aorrow
in human life:

a. children are born, grow up, become independiedttheir
aging parents becoming dependent upon them;

b. people begin work, change jobs, retire;

c. households are established, move to new locatgain and
lose members;

d. people are empowered, restored, make new conemitm
The ministries of pastoral care support peopl@@ognizing,
accepting, and celebrating these and other suastoh
adjustment, assisting them in working toward a nae in life
and affirming their identity through transition.

W-6.3011: Resources of Worship for Pastoral Care

The community of faith engages in the ministriesnottual
care in its worship, and its members draw uporréseurces
of worship in giving pastoral care.

a. Scripture is central as a resource for atppomfort,
and guidance. The proclamation of the Word in seramd
song may lead to recognizing need and may proade. ¢W-
2.2000; W-3.3400)

b. Prayellssilent, spoken, and sdngive thanks, intercede
make supplication, and acknowledge God'’s presende a
power. Prayer enacted by the laying on of handsaandhting
calls upon God to heal, empower, and sustain. (Y@a&0; W-
3.3506; W-3.5400)

c. Offering the Sacraments in hospital or letwadd
celebrates the presence of Christ, and extendsothenunity
of faith beyond the sanctuary. (W-2.360@000; W-3.3600)

d. The Lord’s Prayer, psalms, doxologies, dai®ns, and
other familiar portions of a congregation’s worshipy extend
the support and care of the community of faithhimse whose
special needs or circumstances have placed thesulation
and remind them of their place in that community.

e. Times of remembrance, concerns of the pepphyers

of intercession, and other such occasions in catpavorship
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will bring into the worship of the community of faithose
who are absent. (W-3.3500; W-3.3700)

W-6.4000: Worship and Ministry

The worship of God in the Christian community is th
foundation and context for the ministry of pastaale as well
as for the ministry of nurture in the faith.

Revision also incorporates these sections of chidptee in
the current directory:

W-3.5400 d. Services for Wholeness

W-3.5401: Healing Services

Healing was an integral part of the ministry of Jesus which the
church has been called to continue as one dimension of its
concern for the wholeness of people. Through services for
wholeness, the church enacts in worship its ministry as a
healing community.

W-3.5402: Authorization

Services for wholeness are to be authorized by the session, and
shall be under the direction of the pastor. Such services may be
observed as regularly scheduled services of worship, as
occasional services, or as part of the Service for the Lord’s Day.
(W-3.3506) These services should be open to all and not
restricted to those desiring healing for themselves or for others
of special concern to them. The services should be held in a
place readily accessible to those who may be seeking healing.

W-3.5403: Forms of Prayer

The vital element of worship in the service for wholeness is
prayer since this is essentially a time of waiting in faith upon
God. Thanksgiving for God's promise of wholeness,
intercessions, and supplications should be offered. Adequate
time for silent prayer should be provided, as well as occasions
for prayers spoken and sung. Enacted prayer in the form of the
laying on of hands and anointing with oil is appropriate (James
5:14). The enactment of prayers involves the presiding teaching
elder together with representatives of the believing community.

W-3.5404: Word and Sacrament

These prayers are a response to the Word read and proclaimed.
Particular focus should be on announcing the gospel’s promise
of wholeness through Christ. The sealing of this promise in the
Lord’s Supper may be celebrated, and should follow the prayers
and the laying on of hands. Occasion for offering one’s life and
gifts for ministry may be provided, as well as opportunities for
reconciliation and renewed commitment to the service of Jesus
Christ in the world.

W-3.5405: Source of Healing

When a service for wholeness includes anointing and the laying
on of hands, these enacted prayers should be introduced
carefully in order to avoid misinterpretation and
misunderstanding. Healing is to be understood not as the result
of the holiness, earnestness, or skill of those enacting the
prayers, or of the faith of the ones seeking healing, but as the
gift of God through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Revision also incorporates these sections of chdpte in the
current directory:

W-4.8000 8. Services of Acceptance and Reconciliati  on

W-4.8001: Brokenness and Wholeness
Christians are forgiven sinners living in a sinful world, involved in
brokenness which they suffer, involved in brokenness which
they cause. Given this reality, a significant move toward
wholeness is the recognition and acknowledgment of one’s own
responsibility in the brokenness and failure of a relationship

a. in friendship and in marriage,
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b. in family and in church,
c. in workplace and in school,
d. in neighborhood, in community, and in the world.

W-4.8002: Services of Acceptance and Reconciliation

Beyond this the Christian community must recognize and
acknowledge its involvement in sin, in broken structures, and in
broken relationships. Opportunity is appropriately given in
worship for special services of acknowledgment and recognition
of failure in relationships, of grieving together over the loss of
relationship, and of mutual forgiveness and reconciliation within
the believing community. (W-2.6001; W-3.3301; W-3.5400; W-
6.3007-.3008; W-6.3011; W-7.4004)

W-4.8003: Form of a Service
These services include

a. readings from Scripture which reveal the grace of God,

b. prayers of confession, intercession, and supplication,

c. declarations of forgiveness and freedom from guilt and
shame,

d. expressions of praise and thanksgiving for forgiveness and
reconciliation,

e. enactments of mutual commitment and reconciliation.
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W-5.0204: Other Gatherings

God calls the church to gather as the body of €H
at other times and places to learn, pray, serve
together, and enjoy Christian fellowship. Bible
studies, prayer circles, covenant groups, and otf
meetings may take place throughout the week a
various times of day, whether on the church
grounds, at members’ homes, or elsewhere. Thg
gatherings present valuable opportunities for:
reading, studying, and discussing the Scriptures
Christian formation and nurture; praying for one
another, the church, and the world; sharing
personal stories, celebrations, and concerns;
common work, meals, fellowship, and recreatiorn
and living out the gospel through acts of withess
and service.

Christians also gather at retreats, camps, and

conferences for learning, worship, service, and
recreation. Services of worship in these places @
to be authorized by an appropriate council, and
should be guided by the principles of Scripture, 1
confessions, and this directory. Depending on th
nature of the event, orders of worship may be
adapted from the services for daily prayer, the
Service for the Lord’s Day, or other services
described in this directory. Celebrations of the
Lord’s Supper are to be approved by the council
overseeing the event.

We bear witness to the unity of the body of
Christ when we gather in ecumenical groups for
worship of the triune God. Such services are

rooted, despite denominational differences, in th

Baptism we share. Teaching elders invited to
participate in the celebration of the Lord’s Suppe
in such gatherings may do so, provided that thei
participation does not contradict the Reformed
understanding of the Sacrament. (G-5.01)

We bear witness to the good news of Jesus
Christ when we pray in the presence of others,
particularly at interfaith gatherings. Such
gatherings are opportunities to live and share oy
faith, even as we listen to and learn from our
neighbors. Those who participate in interfaith
events should be careful that their words and
actions reflect the Christian faith, while respegti
the autonomy, integrity, and diversity of others’
beliefs and practices. (G-5.01)

Revision incorporates and streamlines the following sections

rfilgm chapter three of the current directory:

W-3.5101: Other Sunday Services
The primary service of worship on Sunday is the Service for the
Lord’s Day, scheduled at the time(s) when most members can
N@articipate. Other services may be regularly scheduled on
namday, at times in the morning, afternoon, or evening. The time
and nature of these services is to be determined by the session
as it considers the needs of the congregation and the
hgemmunity. In planning these services, care should be taken to
preserve the integrity of the Service for the Lord’s Day.

- W-3.5102: Elements

' These services include the reading and hearing of the Word,
prayer, and opportunities for self-offering and for relating to each
other and the world. (W-2.1000-.2000; W-2.5000-.6000) They
may place special emphasis upon prayer, congregational

_singing, the teaching of Scripture, and interpretation of the Word

» through the arts. Such services may include the preaching of the
Word, or other forms of proclamation authorized by the pastor
and the session. (W-1.4000; W-2.2000; W-3.3400) On those
occasions the Sacraments may also be celebrated.

W-3.5103: Order
The order of each service should reflect the principles of worship
\I® this directory as they relate to the particular occasion.

W-3.5301: Prayer Meetings

hin the life of a congregation people may gather for prayer in a

éﬂumber of settings. The session is responsible for the
authorization of such gatherings. Regularly scheduled prayer
meetings which are open to all may take several forms,
including the midweek evening service, a morning, midday, or
afternoon gathering, and prayer breakfasts and luncheons.
Smaller groups may meet regularly as prayer circles,
intercessory fellowships, or covenant groups. Special days and
occasions in the life of the local community, the nation, and the
ecumenical Church may draw people together for services of
prayer.

W-3.5302: Elements
t'mhese services the Word is read and heard, and may be
proclaimed, taught, and discussed, or expressed in music and
the other arts. Prayer is offered, and may be spoken, sung,
eenacted, or shared in silence. Opportunities may be given for
the recognition and offering of gifts and for the commitment of
srlife to Jesus Christ. Concern for one another may be shown in
words and acts of welcome, reconciliation, and mutual ministry.
I' concern for the world may be enacted in prayer and ministries
of compassion, justice, peacemaking, and witness.

W-3.5601: Services for Mission Emphasis
Interpretation of the program and mission of the church may
occur in services of worship held for this purpose and regularly
scheduled at appropriate seasons of the year. (W-3.2003) In
these services, a primary focus is on the interpretation of the
rprogram or mission which has led the session to authorize the
special service(s). Therefore a central emphasis of such worship
is relating to the world and to each other. (W-2.6000)

W-3.5602: Elements

The Word should be read and heard. Prayers of thanksgiving,
supplication, and intercession should be offered on behalf of the
ministries interpreted in the service. Opportunities for offering of
material gifts and for commitment of life may be appropriately
included.

W-3.5701: Special Groups

In every local congregation there are special groups, constituted
by age, gender, or interest, which meet regularly. Worship
should ordinarily occur in meetings of these groups and should

reflect the principles of this directory. All of the elements of
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worship in Chapter Two are appropriate in these settings except
celebration of the Sacraments, which are acts of worship
authorized by the session, ordinarily for the participation of the
entire congregation.

W-3.6200 b. Retreats, Camps, Conferences, and Speci al
Gatherings

W-3.6201: Worship in Conferences and Retreats

Councils have the responsibility for authorizing worship in
special gatherings under their jurisdiction. Worship is an integral
part of the life of retreats, camps, and conferences. That worship
shall be guided by the principles of this directory and the
guidelines established by the appropriate council.

W-3.6202: Order

The nature and focus of worship will vary with the type of
gathering, its purpose, its participants, its location, the season,
and the rhythm and order of its life. Worship may use the order
of Daily Prayer (W-3.4000), be guided by the Service for the
Lord’s Day (W-3.3000), or adapt the form of other services
described in this directory. (W-3.5000)

W-3.6203: Elements
The elements of worship appropriate for every gathering are
prayer, the reading and hearing of Scripture, self-offering, and
relating to each other and the world. (W-2.1000; W-2.2000; W-
2.5000; W-2.6000) Different elements of worship may be
emphasized in different settings, such as

(1) retreats for silent prayer or marriage enrichment,

(2) nature camps or mission caravans,

(3) youth leadership or music conferences.
Yet in every case, the Word shall be presented with integrity,
and appropriate prayers should be offered. (W-2.1000-.2000)

[W-3.6204: Lord’s Supper at Special Gatherings]

... The church bears strong witness to the unity of the body of
Christ when Christians gather from a number of different
churches or diverse ethnic or cultural groups, or in ecumenical
assemblies for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. (W-2.4006)

W-3.6205: Ecumenical Eucharist

Teaching elders invited to celebrate or participate in the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper in ecumenical settings have the
authority to do so to the extent that the participation does not
contradict the Reformed understanding of the Lord’s Supper.

Revision adds section on prayer in interfaith catde
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W-5.0205: Councils of the Church

God calls the church to seek the mind of Christ
together in councils, through meetings of the
session, presbytery, synod, and general asseml
These councils should worship regularly, in
keeping with the teaching of Scripture, the witne
of the confessions, and the principles of this
directory. In councils beyond the session, provis

Revision streamlines and simplifies the followiagt®ns from
chapter three of the current directory:

W-3.6100 a. Councils

IW-3.6101: Worship in Councils
Councils shall worship regularly and shall order that worship in
ccordance with the principles of this directory. Each council
ould establish a group charged with responsibility for and
oversight of its worship. It may also adopt guidelines for the
jgplanning and conduct of worship at its meetings.

]

should be made for the regular proclamation of the-3.6102: Word and Sacrament

Word and celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Eve
meeting of a council should open and close with
earnest prayer. Councils should also provide oth
opportunities for praise, thanksgiving, confessio
intercession, and supplication in the course df th
discernment and deliberation. (G-3.01)

Yn councils above the session, provision is to be made for the
regular reading, proclaiming, and hearing of the Word, and for
the regular and frequent celebration of the Lord’'s Supper. (G-

€%0105)

[1W-3.6103: Prayer

eEvery meeting of a council shall open and close with prayer (G-
3.0105) and should provide for adequate occasions of prayer
during the course of its deliberations. The prayers should
express praise and thanksgiving, confession, intercession, and
supplication in relation to proceedings of the council.

W-5.03: Worship and the Church’s Mission in
the World

W-7.0000 WORSHIP AND THE MINISTRY OF THE
CHURCH IN THE WORLD

W-5.0301: The Church’s Mission in the World
God sends the church in the power of the Holy
Spirit to join the mission of Jesus Christ in seevi
to the world. The church’s mission and worship
deeply connected. The church’s mission springs
from its worship, where we glimpse the reality af
the promise of God'’s eternal realm. The church’
mission flows back into worship as we bring to
God the joy and suffering of the world.

In its mission to the world, the church setks
bear witness to God'’s reign through the
proclamation of the gospel, acts of compassion,
work for justice and peace, and the care of creat
The church’s mission is shaped and nourished k
the Word and Sacraments, and represents the li
out of our prayer for the world.

Revision introduces each of the sections in rW-3/0&rship

and the Church’s Mission in the World, with the e “God

sends the church ...” to underscore the understandfrtbe

church’s ministry as a participation in God’s sengithrough
AiRe Holy Spirit

-7.1000 1. Worship and Mission
! P

5 W-7.1001: Worship and Ministry
The church participates in God’s mission to theld/through
its ministry and worship. Worship presents theitgalf the
divine rule which God has promised in Jesus Chsghe final
renewal of creation. The worshiping community Biittegrity
before the Word and its unity in prayer and Sacramis a
sign of the presence of the reign of God. The dhindts

. ministry bears witness to God'’s reign through thecfamation

13f the gospel, through works of compassion andrreitiation,

Yand through the stewardship of creation and of 8igns of

v'[Bpgj’s reign are also manifest in the world wherdkerHoly

Spirit leads people to seek justice and to makegd&-1.0)

W-7.1002: Worship and Mission

God calls the church in worship to join the missiddesus
Christ in service to the world. As it participateghat mission
the church is called to worship God in Jesus Chaikb reigns
over the world. F-1.0304)

W-5.0302: Evangelism

God sends the church to proclaim the gospel in
world: announcing the good news of God'’s
liberating love; calling all people to repent anast
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; baptizing,
teaching, and making disciples in Jesus’ name;
offering the promise of eternal and abundant fife
Christ.

The Service for the Lord’s Day is the primary
context in which we regularly hear the
proclamation of the gospel and have the
opportunity to respond in faith, committing and

W-7.2000 2. Proclamation and Evangelism

Ih-7.2001: The Scope of Evangelism
God sends the church in the power of the Holy Spiri

a. to announce the good news that in Chratsléhe world
is reconciled to God,

b. to tell all nations and peoples of Christdl to
%%entance, faith, and obedience,
I c.toproclaim in deed and word that Jesue ¢amself to
set people free,

d. to offer in Christ's name fullness of liiew and forever,

e. to call people everywhere to believe in foldw Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior,

f. to invite them into the community of fait worship and
serve the triune God. (F-1.0304; F-1.03)
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recommitting their lives to Jesus Chr
Accordingly, an invitation to prepare for Baptism
and live out baptismal discipleship should be a
regular part of Sunday worship. Christian worshi

also prepares believers to go forth, in the povier|d

the Spirit, to share with others the good news th
have received, inviting them to join in following
Christ's way.

Special services for evangelism may be
authorized by the session. The central element i
these services is the proclamation of the Word,
with emphasis on the saving grace of God in Ch
Jesus’ claim upon our lives, and his invitation to
discipleship. This act of proclamation should be
surrounded by prayer. Those who respond to
Christ’s invitation should receive nurture and
support from the community of faith, equipping
them for Christian discipleship. If they have not
been baptized, they should make a public
profession of faith and receive the Sacrament of

Baptism in the Service for the Lord’s Day. Those

who were previously baptized should be given tk
opportunity to express their renewed commitme
to Christ through the reaffirmation of Baptism.

W-7.2002: Contexts of Evangelism

Worship is the primary context in which people rdegly hear

the proclamation of the gospel, are presented @it's
ppromise, are given the opportunity to respond fétth and
cts of commitment, and receive the nurture angaupf the
ncommunity. (W-2.2000; W-2.5001; W-3.35013503; W-
“3.5500) In the life of the church, the transformpayver of the
Holy Spirit is manifest in mutual love and servigeself-
giving and acceptance, drawing people from thgiassteness
into the community of shared faith in Jesus ChAst.
Christians daily live out their vocation in the Wirthey invite
those they meet to come and share the life of dople of God
and join in their worship.

n

rIEgévision also incorporates these sections from whapree of
the current directory:

W-3.5500 e. Services for Evangelism

W-3.5501: Invitations to Discipleship

The invitation to respond to Jesus Christ should be offered
frequently and regularly in the Service for the Lord’s Day. (W-
2.5002) It is appropriate for the session to authorize services for
the particular purpose of evangelism, and to set such services at
regular seasons. (W-3.2003; W-7.2000)

W-3.5502: Order
The central element of worship in services for evangelism is the
N@roclamation of the Word, with a special emphasis on the
ﬂedeeming grace of God in Christ, the claim Jesus Christ makes
on human life, and his invitation to a life of discipleship
empowered by the Holy Spirit. This proclamation involves

(1) the reading and hearing of Scripture,

(2) preaching and witness,

(3) the Word sung, enacted, and confessed.
Surrounding this central act should be prayer,

(4) in preparation for the services;

(5) in the service itself as praise, thanksgiving, confession,
intercession, and supplication;

(6) following the service that the new disciples be supported
in their commitment and vitally included in the life of the church.

W-3.5503: Commitment
The service shall move to a clear invitation to commitment or
renewed commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and to
life in the covenant community which is Christ’s body, the
Church. Such commitment is a sign of grace and an act of self-
offering which should issue in

(1) new relationship to one another,

(2) new awareness of one’s gifts for ministry,

(3) new involvement in the redemptive activity of Christ
in the world.

W-3.5504: Responses to New Commitment

Those who respond to the invitation shall be offered nurture and
instruction to support them in their commitment and to equip
them for the life of discipleship. (G-1.0304) Those who are
making their first commitment shall make public the profession
of their faith during a Service for the Lord’s Day, with those who
have not been baptized receiving Baptism in that service. Those
who are renewing a commitment shall be given opportunity for
public acknowledgment of their reaffirmation during a Service for
the Lord’s Day. (W-3.3502; W-4.2000)
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W-5.0303: Compassion

God sends the church to show compassion in th
world: feeding the hungry, caring for the sick,
visiting prisoners, freeing captives, sheltering th
homeless, welcoming strangers, comforting thos
who mourn, and being present with all who are i
need. These acts of compassion, done corporat
or individually, are the work of the church as the
body of Christ. The church is called to minister
directly to people’s immediate hurts and needs.
church is also called to confront and challenge
systems that perpetuate human misery. We
participate in Christ's compassionate ministry

W-7.3000 3. Compassion

€W-7.3001: A Ministry of Compassion
God sends the church in the power of the Holy Stairi
exercise compassion in the world,
e & feeding the hungry,
b. comforting the grieving,
n . caring for the sick,
ely d. visiting the prisoners,
e. freeing the captives,
f. sheltering the homeless,
Theg' befriending the lonely.

W-7.3002: Compassion and Worship

God'’s call to compassion is proclaimed in worshipose
called are equipped and strengthened for the myrist
compassion by the proclamation of the Word anchiey t

through local acts of witness and advocacy, througine

the programs of the larger church, and in
cooperation with other agencies and organizatio
committed to human welfare.

In the Service for the Lord’s Day, God's dall
compassion is proclaimed in the Word and enag
through the Sacraments. We confess our compl
in oppressive structures, pray for those who are
hurting, offer our resources to alleviate suffering
and commit our time and energy to care for thog
need. Following the example of Jesus Christ, we
pledge that we will respect the dignity of all,cba
out to those judged undeserving, receive as wel
give, and even risk our lives to show Christ’s lov

U€HTebration of the Sacraments. The call is accequatie
faithful respond in prayers of confession and itgssion, in
nacts of self-offering, and in offering material gisato be
shared in ministries of compassion. (W-2.1002; \BRRO; W-
3.3505-.3507) Those called are commissioned and senteby|
church to do acts of compassion on Christ's belfalf.
ted000; W-3.3701; W-4.3000)

C\'/1§.M7.C-3003: Compassion and Advocacy
Such acts of compassion, done corporately andioheilly,
are the work of the church as the body of Chrike Thurch is

eCiled to minister to the immediate needs and hafrteople.
The church is also called to engage those strucand
systems which create or foster brokenness andrtigsto
Christians respond to these calls through actsied@acy and
@8mpassion, through service in common ministriehef

echurch, and through cooperation with agencies and
organizations committed to these ends. (F-1.03)

W-7.3004: Faithful Compassion
Following the example of Jesus Christ, faithfulcifies today
a. with respect for the dignity of those irede
b. with openness to help even those judgeéserding,
c. with willingness to risk their own comfamd safety,
d. with readiness to receive as well as tegiv
e. with constant prayer in the midst of miaistg, always
in communion with the renewing power of the worgip
community (F-1.02)

W-5.0304: Justice and Peace

God sends the church to work for justice in the
world: exercising power for the common good;
dealing honestly in personal and public business
seeking dignity and freedom for all people;
promoting justice and fairness in the law;
overcoming disparities between rich and poor;
bearing witness against political oppression; andg
redressing wrongs against individuals, groups, g
peoples. God also sends the church to seek pes
in the church universal, within denominations, ar
at the congregational level; in the world, where
nations and religious or ethnic groups make watr
against one another; and in local communities,
schools, workplaces, neighborhoods, and home

W-7.4000 4. Reconciliation: Justice and Peace

W-7.4001: Reconciliation in Christ
God sends the church in the power of the Holy Sgirshare
,;with Christ in establishing God’s just, peaceahl@l loving
rule in the world. (F-1.02) God’s reconciliationdesus Christ
is the ground of justice and peace. (Conf. 1963)9l4e
church in worship proclaims, receives, and enacts
reconciliation in Jesus Christ and commits itsel§trive for
justice and peace in its own life and in the world.

N@-7.4002: Doing Justice

|CRistice is the order God sets in human life fardad honest

ndlealing and for giving rights to those who havepower to
claim rights for themselves. The biblical visiondufing justice
calls for

a. dealing honestly in personal and publidriess,

b. exercising power for the common good,

c. supporting people who seek the dignityediaam, and

~
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These acts of peacemaking and justice
established upon God’s gracious act of
reconciliation with us in Jesus Christ, and areag
of participating in Christ’s priestly intercession
advocacy for the world.

In the Service for the Lord’s Day we proclaim,

receive, and enact reconciliation with God in
Christ. Through the proclamation of the Word wg¢
are given the assurance of freedom and peace i
Christ and are inspired to share these gifts with
others. Through Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
are united with Christ, made one in the Spirit, ar
empowered to break down the dividing walls of
hostility that still separate us from one anothiée
confess our participation in unjust systems, poay|
an end to violence and injustice, offer our gifts t
support Christ's liberating work, and commit
ourselves to pursue peace and justice in Jesus’
name.

respect that they have been denied,
d. working for fair laws and just administaatiof the law,
e. welcoming the stranger in the land,
f. seeking to overcome the disparity betweéem and poor,
g. bearing witness against political oppressind
exploitation,

h. redressing wrongs against individuals, gg@and
peoples in the church, in this nation, and in thebe world.

h W-7.4003: Making Peace
n There is no peace without justice. Wherever there i
brokenness, violence, and injustice the peopleasf &e
called to peacemaking
WE a. in the Church universal fragmented andrsepd by
chistories and cultures, in denominations internpdiarized by
mutual distrust, and in congregations plagued bgatision
and conflict;
b. in the world where nations place natioraeusity above
fall else, where the zealotry of religion, raceidmology
explodes in violence, and where the lust for ggtéind
keeping economic or political power erupts in ngtior war;
c. in communities racked by crime and feasdhools and
workplaces marked by vicious competition and rétell
against order, and in households and families divigigainst
themselves, scarred by violence and paralyzeddy fe

W

W-7.4004: Reconciliation in Worship

The ministries of reconciliation, justice, and peace initiated
and nurtured in the church’s worship of God. In the
proclamation of God's Word people are given asstgaf
freedom from the guilt and fear which keep thenmfro
fulfilling these ministries. In Baptism and the d& Supper
believers are united in Christ, are made one ircthech
through the Holy Spirit, and recognize one ano#uzoss all
boundaries and divisions as sisters and brothetwifaith.
(W-2.300G- .4000) In prayer the faithful lift intercessiors f
all who experience brokenness, violence, and iiggisgive
thanks to God for reconciliation, peace, and jesiicJesus
Christ; and commit themselves to be reconcilerkisge
justice and pursuing peace. (W-2.1000; W-2.60003.8506;
W-3.3700)
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W-5.0305: Care of Creation
God sends the church to share in the stewardsh
creation, preserving the goodness and glory of t

W-7.5000 5. Caring for Creation and Life

IINOT.5001: God’s Mandate
NESod calls the Church in the power of the Holy Spai

earth God has made. God cares for us through thearticipate in God’s work of creation and preseoratGod

gifts of creation, providing all that we need in

abundance. As caretakers of God’s creation, wef gr

called to: tend the land, water, and air with awe
wonder at God’s gifts; use the earth’s resources
wisely, without plundering, polluting, or
destroying; use technology in ways that preservg
and enhance life; measure our production and
consumption in order to provide for the needs of|
all; foster responsible practices of procreatiod ar
reproduction; and seek beauty, order, health,
harmony, and peace for all God’s creatures.

In the Service for the Lord’s Day we express
care for creation by: giving thanks for God'’s
creative power and sustaining care; acknowledg
God's call to stewardship of the earth and
confessing our failure to care for creation; rejugc
in the promise of redemption and renewal in Jes
Christ, proclaimed in the Word and Sacraments;
offering our lives and resources in service to the
creator of all; and committing ourselves to live a
good stewards of creation until the day when Gd
will make all things new. One way in which the
church demonstrates integrity in caring for God's
creation is through responsible choices about
materials for worship, including the use of paper
sacramental elements, the construction of worsh
space, and other resources.

has given humankind awesome power and perilous
responsibility to rule and tame the earth, to sosiad reshape
% replenish and renew it.

51W-7.5002: Worship and the Use of Creation
In worship Christians rejoice and give thanks ta@eho
gives and sustains the created universe, the edirtiie, and
2 all goods. They acknowledge God's command to heasts.
They confess their own failures in caring for ciaatnd life.
They rejoice in the promise of the redemption artewal of
the creation in Jesus Christ, proclaimed in thed\ford sealed
in the Sacraments. They commit themselves to Bv&ad’'s
stewards until the day when God will make all tisimgw. (W-
1.0000)

OW-7.5003: Stewardship of Creation
As stewards of God'’s creation who hold the earttist, the
inpgople of God are called to
a. use the earth’s resources responsibly withluindering,
polluting, or destroying,
b. develop technological methods and procassesvork
UBgether with the earth’s environment to presena:enhance
life,
c. produce and consume in ways that makeablaito all
| people what is sufficient for life,
P d. work for responsible attitudes and prastice
dprocreation and reproduction,
e. use and shape earth’s goods to createyheader,
5 health, and peace in ways that reflect God’s loveafl
creatures.
In gratitude for the gifts of creation, thélféul bring
' material goods to God in worship as a means ofesgimg
IPraise, as a symbol of their self-offering, andasken of their
commitment to share earth’s goods. (W-2.5000; W6@73 W-
5.5005; W-5.6000)

Il

W-5.04: Worship and the Reign of God

W-7.6000 6. The Church and the Reign of God

W-5.0401: The Reign of God
The church in its worship and service is a living
sign of the reign of God, which is both a present
reality and a future promise. The church’s actgt
do not bring about God'’s realm; they are our
grateful response to the grace of God at workén
world. We seek to worship and serve God
faithfully, with the confidence that God's reignsha
already been established and the hope that it wi
soon be revealed in fullness and glory. (F-1.01)

We do all of this in the name of Jesus, logkin
for the day when “every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and e
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11).

Amen!

Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

W-7.6001: The Church and the Kingdom
The church in its worship and ministry is a sigrihaf reign of
God, which is both a present reality and a prorafgae
future. The church’s worship and service do not erhle
Kingdom of God come. In an age hostile to the reif@od,
the church worships and serves, with confidenceGloal’s
tH!le has been established and with firm hope inuttimate
manifestation of the triumph of God.

3y W-7.6002: Confidence and Hope

| In the present age the church’s ministries of eetisig and
caring for creation, of compassion and reconcdiatre signs
of God’s reign and offer hope in the midst of lifenying
situations. That hope is not dependent on the ssaufethe
church’s ministries or the effectiveness of its stop, but is

vaytgtained by the power of God present with theahas it
tlainisters and worships.

W-7.7000 7. Worship as Praise

W-7.7001: Ascription of Praise
In worship the church is transformed and renewedipped
and sent to serve God'’s reign in the world. Thedhlboks
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and power and mig
be to our God forever and ever!
Amen. (Rev. 7:12)

for the day

when every knee shall bow,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth
and every tongue confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

(Phil. 2:9-11)

Now to the One who is able to keep us frorinfgl
and to present us without blemish

before the presence of God'’s glory with rejuic
to the only God, our Savior

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time, now, and forever.

(Jude 24)

Amen!

Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honor and power and might

be to our God

for ever and ever!

Amen.

(Rev. 7:12)
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